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IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION BY CANADIAN ARCTIC 
GAS: PIPELINE LIMITED FOR A -RLGHT-OF-WAY -THAT MIGHT 
BE GRANTED ACROSS CROWN LANDS WITHIN THE YUKON 
TERRITORY AND ‘THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES FOR: THE 
PURPOSE OF THE PROPOSED MACKENZIE VALLEY PIPELINE 


and 


IN THE MATTER OF THE SOCIAL, ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
ECONOMIC IMPACT REGIONALLY OF THE CONSTRUCTION, : 
OPERATION, AND SUBSEQUENT ABANDONMENT OF THE ABOVE if 
PROPOSEDY PE LPELINE. o 
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1 Duley Co), al Dias 
> Fort »McPherson , N.W.T. 
3 
4 (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
5 THE -COMMISSTONER:’ «Well, I 
6 | think ladies and gentlemen, we will call the Hearing 
oh to order today. And give to anyone this afternoon an 
8 opportunity to speak who wishes to. And some of those 
Ps who spoke yesterday said they were going to have some- 
10 thing further to say today. Andil want.rte:rheam from 
iki them, as well as from those of you who haven't yet 
12 | had an opportunity to say anything. 
13 MRiark RANCI Sy iGood afternoon. 
14 
Ve THE sCOMMUESSIONER:: =~ Mr. Bell? 
a6 | MR. BELL:, Perhaps) ‘this would 
Ww be a good opportunity just to take a few minutes and 
18 put our land use maps in. For the purpose of doing 
19 this heklwouwldslike athe wassustance Gf Nei W icCo lin ewhothes 
20) already been sworn. 
21 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes} 
a Mie [BEL You were involved 
2a in the preparation of the maps that we see on the 
24 | wall here? 
‘NEIL COLIN: Resumed. 
25 | MR. COLIN: Yes. 
26 Q Could tyow tellius what 
a the extent of your involvement was and what you dic? 
28 | A Weld, ahi rst coiscal Biv 
29 | work for Indian Brotherhood for about a year anda half. 
30 | And when I was hired, I was hired as a community devel-_ 
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opment. And later, they wanted me to do a land research 


with the Loucheux people here in Fort McPherson. 


Q Did you interview any of 


the trappers whose trap lines are recorded on the map 


today? 

A Yess 

Q Do you remember who you 
interviewed? 

A Well, I interview 27 
people altogether. 

Q Well, perhaps then before 


DPeask "y.owrto describe "the maps ‘you icould *go “up {to ‘vhe 
map and, if you have a pointer--okay. Could you go up 
to the map then please? 

A Wel BPretirst. of ait Mr . 
Berger A/Chief fand: the) Band Council°and Vadies ‘and 
gentlemen. I did this work as working for Indian 
Brotherhood as a land research. And I did 27 people. 

THE. “INTERPRETERS Neri,’ could 
you tiauslateyicmnyourselt sim’ Loucheuw, ph yowteou la? 
It would save a lot of time here. 

A Okay -OMURL topyt. Fires I 
Wills say Sittin Minghisinad his iis Prn& map’ethat ly did 
with the Loucheux people on to Dawson 
City in Yukon. It's down theneMand Gils Stuhe Heer 
River going down to Mackenzie, And there's Arctic Ocean 
up here. And then it goes as far as Anderson River, 
and up to ahead of Little Wooden River, and ahead of 


Arctic Red River. And just below Old Crow, where the 


a y mE a - 
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1 boundary line, where Alaska is. And people travel up 

2 in the Arctic Ocean towards as far as Herschel Islanc. 

3 And it's too high to put it up so we'll put it down. And those 

4 black marks you see, that's where people travel in 

5 | the river. 

6 And all these little black 

7| marks towards Richardson Mountain} down- to-Arctic 

8 Ocean, every little black mark, I guess, isa raver 

9 Like Stoney Creek, Vittrewka River, Roads River ira 1 
10 Creek, Snake River, Bonnet Plume River, Hart River, | 
me Blackstone River, and ahead of Peel River, on the other 
We Side of Richardson Mountain, there is Porcupine se 
13 Bear River, Johnson Creek, Eagle River, Rock River, ie 
14 | and beside that, here is Fort McPherson and this is 
15 the MacKenzie Delta. Going into Arctic Ocean. 
16 | 3 You can-see- Fort ‘McPherson 
a7 here, Aklavik here, Inuvik here, and Arctic ~ Red 
18 River. And this is Mackenzie River. 
19 And I did this mapping with } 
20 the people, mostly old people and sometimes when I 
Dal map them, they don't understand. They can't read the | 
202 map. But they tell me where they've been, and I ask 
23 them, suppose I ask them this is Eagle River. And | 
24 this is’ Snare River and*'thi's Ws’ Rock’ River. By that, | 
25%) they show me where they have been. | 
26 | I also travel myself a few | 
a] places, other sites as far as Eagle River, Fish Lake, | 
28 Porcupine, way up the Peel River, and all around Rat 
#2 §) River area. And a few places I know, as far as about : 
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l have been travelling with dog team myself. And I have 
2 been moving around in the bush, long ago when they used 
3 to move in the bush with their families. And I know a 
4 lot of the creeks. That is, they name them--they only 
S CoP PeChemrenieoucieux.- by athat, L@knew=how'te Gov ena Sr. 
6 | HLKkewone= pl ace=i sy; somerord 
> people as far as they remember is in 1800. I know there 
3 1s One old man, my father. HeVas! HOrn+ 184 . PPAndSwhen 


29 


30 




















he was young boy, about 1893, 1894, he said him and 
his father and his mother went up past Inuvik, went 
up through here to Sitidgi Lake in 1890-something. And 
they used to live around there with rabbits and mocse, 
and then they come back one winter. 

He say that most of the people 
go up to the Peel River in the Yukon. 

MR BELLY “Can? yous tellus 
about how many people are represented by this map? 
How many trappers have their lines shown on this map? 


A Well, I did 27 people. 


Q SoVChat*sltall-of then, 
then? 

A Yes. But they all go-- | 
it seems to be, same place those days. Everybody don't+- 


some people don't, 27 people don't scatter all over. 
They all go together. And they have a head chief, and | 
mostly they do it, they live around ahead of Eagle 
River. Or maybe, one winter, they live around Fish 
Lake. Maybe another winter they live around Hungry 
Lake. Or Hart River, and their own Blackstone River. 


And then they make a trip down to 
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Dawson those days. 

One thing I know--like yester- 
day, when old Andrew Kunnizzi was telling his story, 
he said he was--he came from Dawson in 1920, 1921-- 
around here ori towards the Dawson. That's where 
he was raised. From there they came over to Fort Mc- 
Pherson. 

And these, people on the map, 
they hunt,” they trap ‘and ‘they* fish. And they've been 
all over in Yukon, up the Peel, all over the place. 

And after each one of them, 
ieexplain, to them, what.tiico map s**about. “Anda “ask 
them if they see any white man Signs any place in the 
country, wherever they've been. 

They say they see only some-- 
some people say they've seen white man signs. That is, 
tliat, Lorat Destruction City, ics here... That 1s. one 
we call“ Trih zhit tagoodii” in Loucheux. 

They also say they saw a white 
Maneslon ac Mmagle. River, ana Destruction city. =~ ana | 
ask them, how come they're there. And they all tell 
me they found gold in Klondike in 1898. And the miners 
used to go up the Peel River and they used to go up 
DY Destruction Caicy. = Anusone cime,; they froze 
im and Chey, had to.camputhere.. And then after the winter , 
they went over to Bear River and down to Fort Yukon. 

And I tell some people go 
even around here, up just straight up from Point Sepa- 
Facion in thisscountry. “l.imivw, Dar'as they oo, *tiat's 


from Arctic Red River, is Anderson River. 
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i Eereteohiakly, Iuwouldelrkecto 

S do a--there is all kinds of it here. First of au ipl spear 

3 will take one of this. This is the one man that came 

4 EremeDawson invkb9202192h, but iherdidn'telast 1raround 

5 | Dawson area. And he moved in from Dawson to Fort Mc- 

6 | Pherson in 1920 and 21. His name is Andrew Kunnizzi 
7 | and he is sitting there. 

: Maybe I could read some of 

s these, his story here. He said, "T start trapping when 
Hae I was fifteen years old, with my parents at Chapman 

. Lake, Yukon Territory. 

el | We do nothing by hunting and 
a sell meat, moose, sheep and caribou in Dawson City. oi 
aa Spring we do hunt live fox for long time. We live for 
15 | Saocuty year around Dawson, Yukon Territory area. We 
Na do all Kinds of work around Dawson. I cut wood, ceck= 

F band on steamboat, mining for gold. 

Ae I look aitcen«catcvles),, sauso 
ae look after pigs. Helping blacksmith, sawmill, help to 
+ build boat and how to build steer wheeler, steam boat.: 
a Lido fish in. Dawson 2necthe eat 
i wheel to Catch King salmon, 1 hunt vin winter, -ana 11 

> SUMMeL Whenever Llugqell alcnance. il went tO For™l Mc- | 
mn Pherson from Dawson by dog team vin 1914, with, RC 1M. RP. 
35 DatLlow. 

we bawas jaiste a kid. that time. 

29 We meet some people around Wind River from McPherson , 
ae also 35 miles above McPherson. 

a We pass spring in different 

30 place almost every spring in Yukon. Sometime at Chapman 
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Lake, sHart .River,. Blackstone River, Yukon .Territory. 
Head of Ogilvie River yw SUKODssLer Dr acOry. 

Po othepped in J923-—-one Yriver, 
Bonnet Plume River, Yukon Territory. We built skin 
boat 1923 spring,-- mouth of Mountain Creek, Yukon 
TeELbrLbor yi. LOZA ye winter lL awent back, &G 
Blackstone River by dog team. 

1925 to 1926, I stayed around Chapman Lake to hunt, 
trap, sell meat to traders in Dawson and Yukon Territory. 

Winteu elI27,-Liwent back to 
McPherson by dog team by Wough Creek, then to Wind 
Raversin YukonsTerritery . 

Spring we built skin boat 
below Cannon. From Cannon, we drift to McPherson in 
1927 % Now today they use mercury. 1928, aiter new 
year, we move by dog team to hunt, trap around Hungry 
bake vand Big Wind River, Yukon, lerritory. 1928 we 
deatio MukomatOvekn Winter 7 totrapwand; bunt) until 1935. 

From 1935,,1 staxrtymaking 
Viving around! Fort MePherson, ,.On,Delta. pslpastare ae 
1936, every winter I get meat by hunting through Rat 
RiverenN We leneelso aetish at Road River in “summer, 
for two summers, by fish wheel, 1938. 

1939, Eagle River, winter time, 
huntyet raps. Livendn) bush, 4939-40, ehe-done the same 
thing in Eagle River. 1941, he done the same thing in 
Hungry Lake area. 1942, Caribou River, Yukon Territoribs. 
Hen donei the sames thing,: hunting. trapping, living in 
thes bush... 1943;-Rock River. | 


Just to hunt, we went to Yukon 
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in 1944." Fish lake, he mean around here. There's Old 
Crow there and there is Richardson Mountain. That's the 
area he used to hurit for caribou. 

"In 1945 winter, we went to 
Rat River to hunt caribou? In 1946 wintery “we went to 
Caribou Mountain, Caribou Creek, we just hunt and live 
there." There's Caribou Creek here. Caribou River, hits 
the Peel. And Caribou Mountain around this area. 

"1947 we hunt around Rock 
River, Yukon Territory. 1948 we done the same thing 
around Vittrewka “River.” That's ‘the last “time I-go to 
mMOUNntadn “in “winter. “"E™live*in “the “Delta”since: that "time. 

L strap in, the Delta “in spring 
time. In 1914 I went to Whitehorse, Yukon Territory 
in sunnier. ""F.took from “McPherson”~to Mayo, “Yukon ‘Terri-+- 
BOry bY dog team, L742. 


Tl kiltedsorizziy bear, Stoney 


Creek and Satah Creek. A few I kill around Black River, Yukon Territc: 


I was to Fort Good Hope in 1944 summer by boat. 

rwas down to Circe “from 
Dawson D9ly.* © NUunt@ fOr beaver, sneep, moose. “This 1s) 
just one of the old timer. 

Q Thank you very much, Neil; 
take it that all-of the trap lines shown on ‘this map 
are for people who live in Fort McPherson? 

A Yess 

Q And there's none from any, 
other place, like Aklavik or Arctic Red? 

A Well, there's--I know, 


Prederick™keelan(?)'from-Aklavik.” “He was*doing the -Aklavik. 
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And I done three people from Inuvik. 


Q Those three people are 
marked on there? 

A Pardon? 

Q Those three people are 
shown on the map? 

A Yes,., VCS. 

Q A eer LG hie oP Tea wea) 
thank you very much then. 

A Yes. Could I mention one 


more thing? These little Marks, to the shape,of a 
triangle, it means that they have been camping there. 
Where people used to camp for years and years and years. 
Some of them are square with a black dot in the middle, 
that is where they had a cabin. But some cabins, I 
guess ali of the cabin 16 “uotten, mothing. Jekt... Just 
a foundation. 

There is lots of people in the 
Loucheux people know all of this Delta. And they fish 


all over the place and they even take lots of fishes 
from the Mackenzie River. Also in Peel River and also 
on the different kind of lakes. Like one old man there, 
George Vittrewka. He said he know about half of eae 
And whenever he fly across to Inuvik by plane, any place 
he looks through the window, he says, that's the place 
I've been. 

And people travel from Mc- 
Pherson to Dawson to Arctic, Red River, to Aklavik, 


dOwnato Old .Cvow,. ad baQmethis, DLack mark, At the head of © 


Arctic Red River, across from Point Separation to 
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Sitidgi Lake, down the coast, down to Herschel Island. 
And I know Peter Thompsonmade a trip from Herschel Island 
LO Victoria Island.” But if"s° neteon thedmarcoulét 'Sacn 


the paper down here. 


There is one tell me. I 
might as well mention his name is William MacDonald. He 
trap in the Yukon. He says, it doesn't matter wherever 


yougo. You think nobody ever been in that creek or that 


country. He says, you haventorseertheovice. Somebody 
been there. He said he see a sign there. That] .¢> alae 
Q Well, thank you very much, 


Neil. I should point cut ghat the scale of the map is 
8 miles to the inch. ‘And thatctheyshavertherusuel 
legend which explains that the intensity of the use is 
indicated by the thickness of the line. 

I think these maps should be 
marked as an exhibit. And perhaps the map biography 
sheet that Neil Colin was referring to. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, they | 
will be marked. The map as an exhibit, and the biography 
sheet numbered A to the exhibit. : 
(LAND USE. MAP MARKED PAH TBAT C= 31.) 

(BIOGRAPHY SHEET FOR LAND USE MAP MARKED EXHIBIT C-31-A) 


(PLACE NAMES ON MAP MARKED EXHIBIT C-31-B) | 


THE COMMISSIONER: Mrs Bell, 


how many people were interviewed-- 
MR. BELL: According to-- 
THE COMMISSIONER: --about 


how many were interviewed? 


A Well, before I said ' 2 
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B| interviewed 27 people. 

2 THE COMMISSIONER: 27? 

3 j A Yes. And I could have 

4 done more. 

5 THE COMMISSIONER: - And those 

6 | represent people who trapped in the old days, and people 

7 | who are still trapping and hunting and fishing today? 

8 A Right, absolutely right. 

9 THE COMMISSIONER: And you took 
10 wivas “a Sample of the extent of ‘the use: of the land cae 
Lt is that what you did? 

Ke | A Yes. 

13 THE COMMISSIONER: The map says 
14 | that the 27 people represent 30 per cent of the, of the 
15 | men of native origin who are over 30. i 

16 

17) MR. BELL: I believe that 

7 1S what it Says on the legend, ves. | 
L9 THE COMMISSIONER: Right, now | 
20 | I understand that. Thank you. | 
21| PHILLIP BLAKE: Sworn. | 
az A: Mr. Berger, my | 
23 vamer is Phil tpiblake and 1 .am a treaty indian irom 

7 Fort McPherson. I have worked as a social worker here. 
25 | iy foru Mchherson .here for the past five ana a halt | 
26 years. Now, before I go any further on, I would per- 
27 sonally like to welcome you to Fort McPherson . I hope 
28 you enjoy your stay here. | 
29 THE COMMISSIONER: We should 

30 have won that ball game. | 



























Smeal on sin lg be slab odw efqoaq nse 
-tyebos .eniiei® re ELbsa on oe 
(dpi yfeveltondts) thy yh tee ae ae el * 
dood voy SaAé {AEUOTASIMMOD aH aa ve ora {ebay 
peabos Sdel sit to saw oft %o siesxe edt to slgmad 6 Bees’ ‘i 
Shih voy Jdarw da ei 

26Y 6A ‘ ‘hares | 

eyse gem oT :AcvOL2eIMMOD BHT erg me 
ery Fo. \ene to sneo 194 O£ daseexyos efqosq TS ods sand 
4" {QE 1980 97% Odw nipize evitsm 20! mem 


y 


A 


ted? oveiiod Y  sulda .iM et 
. | > epy ybnepel odd so eyes 32 tedw ee 
| Wom Vtdpid. <aRMOTeRIMMOD aHT | yaa 
Oe i | ys alia wey AnsAT ~4ed3 basterebay D ; 


{ -mrowe Wau _tigatHs is he 
i” Gas stopisd .xM ad roaae 
! (mdaP neibal YeokT s ms T Bas exlele qiilidt at eine 
_ usatow iaitsoe 5 Bs bexsGw over I~ -noereriiolt 3108 
i) ‘Tis 5 bas Vil esq ents Yo% o1ed . aoexedtoM” 410% a 
. 


siuphanialed .ao xsdtiud yas op I s¥oted (WOM vemBey — 
Regie MISH 10% 09 OY oneview 03 oud yLLedos 
‘le snienrp naehaaiene gas 
+ Ve CHS PMO ie ee ie 








= 


LOS 


BURNABY 2, B.C. 


ALLWEST REPORTING L-TD. PHILLip Blake 























A: First, I would like to say 
I am not an old man, but I have seen many changes in my 
life. Fifteen years ago, most of what you see as Fort 
McPherson did not exist. Take a look around the com- 
munity now. And you will start to get an idea of what 
has happened to the Indian people here over the past 
few years. 


Look at the housing where 


transient Government staff live. And look at the 
housing where the Indian people live. Look at which 
houses. are; connected to).the: utilidor. Look at 


how the school and hostel.., the R.C.M.P. and government 
staff houses are right in the center of town. Dividing 
the Indian people into two sides. 

Look at where the Bay store 
is. ©ight on top efathe phighest point of land. 

Mr .j Berger ,n» dor you thanksthat 
this is the way the Indian people chose to have this 
community? Do you think the people here had any 
voice in planning this community? Do you think they 
would have planned.it so that it.would-divide then, 
pardon me. 
Do you think they would planned 
it SO that ,itsdivided them,and gave them a.poorer Stan4 
dard than the transient whites who come in, supposedly 
to help them?, Take.a elooky»at bhe,schoolig¢heres. Try ito 
find anything that makes it a place where Indian values, 
traditions, and Indian culture. is respected. 

it .couldwhe+a schoolenn tie 


suburbs of Edmonton, Toronto or Vancouver. Do you think 
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working for themselves and developing their own economy, 


ae ue Phillip Blake 
i: Indian people would have chosen a building like this as 
2 | a way to teach their children how to be proud of their 
31 Indian heritage? 
a | Do you think Indian people 
J chose to have their children taught that the only way 
6 | to survive in the future is to become like the white 
7 man? 
8 Look around you... wieok, at thus 
» | building. Find out who the teachers are. .Find out what 
10 | they teach our children. Find out what regulations 
24 there, arei in this school,.find out: who. decides. these 
| regulations. Who hires the teachers and who fires them. 
13 This. schnool.i1s7 Just. ansymood 
14 | Ofadvhiite domination and. control mw. Jt)As,a.pant, of, & sys- 
=| tem- sets up to destroy Indian culture and to destroy 
16 | our pride in our Indian heritage. 
Tie Lt asi; onby.part,of that, systems 
18 Lookwat.some Dispthe,otherm pants.) \.Dosjyou whink people 
19 chose to live in rental houses owned by the government,’ 
she) instead of in houses they ‘Sotame for themselves and Bane 
Pat by themselves? Do you think pihey chose. 0, have) .a sys-| 
a2 tem of justice which often they can not understand and 
23 which does not allow them to help their own people, and 
24 | deal with their own problems ? 
25 | A system which punishes the 
26 Indians: for stealing from-the,Bay p-but .does mot -punish 
27 the Bay for stealing from the Indians? Do you think 
28 | that they chose to’ become cheap labour for oil companies, 
Zo construction companies and government? Instead of 
30 | 
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1 in their own way? 

2 In short, Mr. Berger, can -you 

3 Or anyone else really believe that we Indian people are 
4 now living the way we have chosen to live? Can you 

eS) really believe that we have chosen to have high rates 

6 | of alcoholism, murder, suicide and social breakdown? 

4, Do you think we have chosen to become beggars in our 

8 own homeland? 

2 Mr. Berger, you are well aware 
10 that hundreds of years ago, in southern Canada and in 

11 the United States, many Indian civilizations were des- 
12 troyed. In some cases, this was done simply by killing, 
13 off the Indian, . Indian people, 1 should say, who occu- 
14 pied the land, the land that was valuable to white 
15 | settlers, 
16 Im Other cases, at iwas done 

are by restricting’ the Indians to small reserves where they could no 
18 longer hunt, fish and make a living from their land. 
19 In all cases, it was pretty clear that whatever the | 
20 white man wanted, the white man got. | 
21 When he wanted greater land 

22 for farming, he cleared off the trees and he cleared off 
23 the Indians. When he wanted to dig the gold or Oe 
24 fromuthe sland. heukiliedithe Indians whowtried ico defend 
25 their own land. | 
26 | In James Bay, when the white 
27 man decided that he wanted to again play God and change. 
28 the course of mighty rivers, so he could make money and! 
29 power from then, he corralled the Indian people, the 

eect Indians, into reserves and flooded the Indian land. The 
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nations of Indians and Eskimos in the Horth have been 
siigntiy luckier” 

For a while it seemed that we 
might escape the greed of the southern system. The 
north was seen as a frozen wasteland, not fit for the 
Civilized ways of the white man. But that has been 
changing over the past few years. 

Now the system of genocide 
praceirced Of Our indian prochers in the soutn, over the 
past few hundred years is now being turned loose on us, 
and Our ESKimo brothers. “Don’t be Silly, you may sav. 

We are sorry about what we did in the past, we made some 
mistakes. “But Tt"s difiterent now. 

Look, we give you an education, 
houses and health services.’ 

Mri. berger, the system or 
genocide may have become a little more polished over 
tne’ past’ tew hundred years mM order” to suit the civil) zed 
tastes of the southern people who watch Lloyd Robertson | 
on the National. | 

But the errece as exactly the 
Same. “We are’ being destroyed. "Your mation is Gesuroyvind 
our nation. What we are saying today, here and now is 
exactly what Louis Riel was saying roughly a hundred | 
years ago. 

We are a nation. We have our 
Own Land, our” Own ways and OUr “OWN clVilization. We 
do “notr want’ to destroy your or your fants “Please co not 
destroy us. | 


You and I both know what happened 
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| ! 


} | i 
| } 
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pl to Louis Riel. Yet now, a hundred years later, your 

a Prime Minister is willing to. say, that Louis Riel was 

3 not all wrong. He is willing to say that, a hundred 

& years..later, 

5 But,dis.he.willing to, change 

6 | the approach that destroyed Louis Riel? And his 

7 | nation? And is now threatening to destroy us? 

8 | I am sure throughout your 

2 visits to native communities, Mr. Berger, that you have 
10 been shown much of the hospitality that is our Me ere 
cf as a people. We have always tried to treat our guests 
12 | well, it never occurred to us that our guests would one 
13 | day claim that they owned our whole house. Yet that 

14 is exactly what is happening. 

15} White people came as visitors 
16 to our Tand] Suddenly theyaciainnstnas thearelane. 

1% they-claim that we have no right. to call it Indian 

18 land, land that we have occupied and used for thousands 
19 of years. Which just recently the white man has come 
20 to.visit.. And suddenly, he claims it to be his own. 
ah Is .this is the great system of 
22 justice, which, your nation jis so. proud of? Now look 
23 at what happened to France during the Second World War? 
24 Germany moved in and occupied the land that France 

25, claimed as her own. 

26 | At that time, Canada seemed 

27 willing to help a people whose land had been unjustly 
28 | taken. Now, the same thing is happening to Indian 

29 nations of »the «north. Your nation has suddenly Aeeaen 
30 | 








“tO move in and occupy landsthatweicsenighttuldy.ours. 
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ee Phillip Blake 
Ai Where is your great tradition 
2 of justice today? Does your nation's greed for oil 
3 and gas suddenly override justice? What exactly is 
4 your superior civilization? That ean soublindly 
5 ignore the injustice occurring continually over one- 
6 third of the land mass in Canada? And yet barely gets 
74 reported on your ‘T.V. or newspapers? 
8 OnerPihirdact ye land mass of 
8 Canada is under the direct colenial pale .y Wet you 
ee. 
10 seem willing only to talk of igloos, polar-hears and 
La snow when you talk about the north. Oha has thread 
12 | about South Africa or Rhodesia to get a clear ena Tee of 
13 what is really happening in Northern Canada. While 
AF) your newspapers and television talk about ee fisging 
boa up here, we as a people, are being destroyed. i a 
16 And it doesn't even merit any 
i coverage. 
me Look at us. And what we stand 
13 for, before you accept without further thought that 
a the Indian nation must die. In many parts of the world, 
21 people are tstarving® ine) retsand sehate two-thirds of 
22 the people of the world go to bed hungry each night. We Indian 
2S: peopleitvare sometimes accused of not being willing to 
24 Share our resources. But what of this absurd scheme 
aoa that Arctic Gas has dreamt up? 
26 | What does itoffer to those 
27 who are starving? Does it promise to use our ere: 
28 and our land to help those who are poor? It suggests 
29 exactly the opposite. 
30 
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land and our resources to the richest nation in the 
world. Not the poorest. 

We are threatened with genocide 
only so that the rich and the powerful can become more 
rich and more powerful. 

Mee Berger, Wl (Suggest trat. in 
any man's view, that is immoral . If our Indian nation 
is being destroyed so that poor people of the world 
might get a chance to share this world's riches, then 
as Indian people, I am sure that we would seriously 
consider giving ‘up our resources. 

But do you really expect us 
To -givePup our Wie, our lands so that those few people 
who are the richest and the most powerful in the world 
today can maintain and defend their own immoral position 
of privilege? 

Tia *is*iot "ourrtway. 

I strongly believe that we do 
have something to offer your nation. However, something 

othes“tharr*our ‘minerals: “I -belteve it As i the 
self-interest of your own nation to allow the Indian 
nation to survive and develop in our own way, on our 
own land. / 

For “thousands "of vears, we 
have lived with the land, we have taken care of the lané, 
and the land has taken care of us. We did not believe | 
that our society has to grow and to expand and conquer 
new areas in order that we could fulfill our destiny 
as Indian people. 


We have lived with the land, 
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1 note triled: to: conquerworwcontrolodat,. orirob it, off its 

fe riches. That isunothourl way. 

3 Weshavien note triiedetos get more 

& and more riches and power, we have not tried to conaguer 
S new frontiers or outdo our parents. Or make sure that 

6 | every year that we are richer than the year before. 

7 We have been satisfied to 

8 | see our wealth as ourselves and the land we live with. 

9 It 1S our greatest wish to”be:able toxpass this: on, 

10 this land to succeeding generations inthe same condition 
abi that our fathers have given it to us. We did not try 
12] to improve the land and we did not try to destroy it. 

ie That is not our way. 

14! I believe that your nation 

15 mughtywishy tomseerts;ynot as jasme lice irom ther pas ta but 
16 | as a way of life. A system of values by which you may 
17 | SuxVviMe ine theriuture. This we are willing to. share. 

18 If your nation chooses peed 
19 | toh icontinuel tol .tnys ands dest roy-ioum nation then hope 
20 you will understand why we are willing to fight so that 
Pag our) nation can survive. Tite css oun wor lel. | 
* We do not wish to push our 

23 world onto you. But we are willing to defend it for 

4 ourselves, our children, and our grandchildren. If 

25 | your nation becomes so violent that it would tear up 

26 | our land, destroy our society and our future, and occupy 
7 our homeland, by trying to impose this pipeline against 
<8 | Our will, then of course we will have no choice but to 
29 | react with violence. 

a I hope we do not have to do tht. 
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ahemene Phillip Blake 
i For it is not the way we would choose. However, if we 
2 are forced to blow up the pipeline, I hope violence-- 
3) I hope you will not only look on the violence of Indian 
. action, but also on the violence of your own nation 
‘ which would force us to take such a course. 
6 | We will never initiate violence. 
| But if your nation threatens by its own violent action 
8 | to destroy our nation, you will have given us no choice. 
9 Diese (domiotsforcemus: into 
10 | this position. For we would all lose too much. 
nS Mr. ebemgern, Ljbelieve it is 
12 | because I am a social worker here that I have, in a sense, 
ey had to make some sense out of the frustration and des- 
14 | peration that people in this community and others along 
pas the valley are feeling. I have therefore tried to 
16 | wead aras tmuchwas {possible vof other Situations’ in Canada 
ki and in the world. 
18 hebisielear tic. mevrhar the 
19 pipeline in Alaska has not been any part of progress, 
20 whatever progess may mean. Where progress should mean 
ot people getting greater controls over their own lives, 
ore greater freedom, the pipeline in Alaska appears to 
ae have driven people into the ground. Along with the 
24 | pipeline. 
Pe: Clearly, we do not want that 
6 here. »Perhaps it is also because I am a social worker 
af | that I am aware that what steps my people may take in 
28 teactioniito ‘therbuilding of +a pipeline here: 
29 Mnarbenger vert shoud be wery 
BO clear by now what are the wishes of the people alongs 
the Mackenzie 
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maf RRR ER's omnes a ee Blake 
il Valley regarding the pipeline here. I do not believe 
Z you or anyone else could misunderstand what the native 
3 people of this valley are saying. 
4 Obviously if we livedin any 
* kind of a democratic system, there would be no further 
6 | BalkeoG GasvArcticrpipebines? The will of the people 
7 || has been made very clear. If this consensus, if the 
8 | will of the people is not respected, then I appeal to 
9 you and all people of southern Canada to respect and 
10 Suppoktyuseinteoun tekforterto iresestabliash) democracy and 
1l| democratic decision making in our homeland. 
Yi} | I guess the question for southern 
aS Canada is simply which side are you on? Pee) Ow On 
14 | the side of the people trying to find freedom and a 
ic) denogeratic “tradition? Or are you on the side of those 
16 who are trying to frustrate our attempts :to!l find free- 
V7 dom? 
18 | Are you on the side of those 
ans, wWhearentrying tosatrustuate ourhattempts to find freedom 
20 and Wwhol-avre, Anstead trying to destroy the Last free 
au Indian nation? 
22 Mua Bergenswl tguesst.what) iam 
23 reallyutrying, torsay hus, acannyouhhelp us? And can we 
ce | help you make sure that the will of the people is res- 
25 | pected? After all, isn ithat@what-sien!t that supposed 
26 | to be what Canada Once stood for? 
27 | Can we as an Indian nation 
28 keep, help Canada to once again become a true democracy? 
29 





bhankeyow very much, asir 2 
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t Sua es. eee 
von Ltrs. 
us Mr. Blake. 
2 (WITNESS ASIDE) 
3 
4 
5 THE COMMISSIONER: Do 
6 | you need a break, Mr. Charlie? 
| MR.FRANCIS: He would like 
3 to have a break, yes. 
; THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
10 Sure, I understand that. ‘AndVivam ‘grateful -to you; 
Li Mr. Charlie for the interpreting that you have done for 
| us. Well, we'll take maybe a five or ten minute break 
13] and just relax for a minute. 
14 | (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 
13 (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT ) 
16 THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies and 
L7 gentlemen, we will carry on again. And Mr. Charlie 
18 will continue with the translation of Mr. Blake's 
Ly Statenient. WsSo0 picarry*on MEP Charlie. 
pad 
21 THE COMMISSIONER: I would 
22 like that statement marked as an exhibit. Miss Hut chat 
23 son, would you mark that as an exhibit? 
24 (STATEMENT OF PHILLIP BLAKE MARKED AS EXHIBIT C-32) 
25) JOHN ITSI: Resumed. 
26 A: Good afternoon, 
27 ladies and gentlemen, Chief , and Band Counsellors. 
230 Mrardudge: Berger tand’ staff; and"CBC reporters. 
29 My ‘name is John Itsi and I am | 
30 a small-time general contractor. I have been Vice- | 
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see al John Itsi 
1 President of the Indian Brotherhood for two years ana 
2 Chief of the Fort McPherson band for two years. 
J Before I say my presentation, 
4 I would like to let the court reporters and news media 
4 from--stop them referring to people that make presen- 
6 | tation at this Inquiry as radicals, «militants,and as 
7 | far as Edmonton Journal went, they called me an "angry 
8 young chief" which sort of my reputation as bad as aie 
a is; but it went further, probably on across Canada. 
10 | Tewouldibikestoitell-you,about 
a when Lhwasale yeausdodd,ejust owt, of, school in 
12 | inuvik@ninhadttomgo hunting caribou. We went hunting 
a | caribou about a hundred miles from here. That is up 
14] Caribou Creek where they call it, Caribou Creek up in 
134 the Yukon. 
16 | And I had to go because one 
17| Ob my older brothers, washout hunting, I mean, out working 
18 for the oil company. One of the oil companies. And 
i? my mother was alone and somebody had to go out and get | 
20 meat for my smaller brothers and sisters. The 
21 weatherfwase cold: ands iti tookjus:. foursdays to» get. up.co 
22 our destination. And two weeks later, we came back with 
23 a big load of meat which was good. 
24 Butetheybning Le amagetting at 
a is, that now you could travel a hundred miles in one 
26 | day with skidoo and just hope that you don't break down 
i | becauseit is a long way back. But traveling with dog 
cae | team, you can always rely on the dog team. 
29 But the most important thing 
30 I am getting at is the distance you have to travel, 
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1 either by dog team or skidoo to get caribou or moose. 

z That isebfethey | build a pipeline. It might change 

3 the route of the caribou. And the compressor stations, 

4 all the noise they make might chase the moose further 

5 away. 

6 | Piesnanerikysolwehespeople 

7 | héreglivesonscariboujior moosesmeat andi fishe:aSome of 

8 the natives hold steady jobs here. But on weekends you 

2 Still see them out hunting caribou or fishing on their 
10 days off. These kinds of foods is important to then, 
ub because they are raised on these natural foods. You 
P) can't change them. 
3 I know some of them tried to 
14 live like white man, but you still see them buying meat 
15 | off of the people that's Yotscaribou meat orwbhuying 
16 fish. You, can'tuchange! their diet: 
1? And the people that make their 
18 living off of the land, move into the mountains close 
19 to the caribou. Or fish where the best places are to 
20 fish. If these people make their--kill caribou for 
21 theirgoforwsummersuse,atheytdrysthermeat .fvAndsinythe 
22 summer time they fish and they fish to make dry fish 
23 for the winter. | 
24 These animals that we depend 
25 | on for food are very valuable to us Natives. Liethne, | 
26 pipeline was to be built across the caribou route and | 
27 the caribou route change, it. will take us many weeks to 
28 | get there wherever the caribou is. Or maybe we will 

29 starve onltthe way. Because most of the experienced 

30 








hunters are old now and, like myself, I am still a 
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greenhorn. But I still hunt and fish. Or maybe we 
will freeze if our skidoo break down getting to there. 

If changes: bike this: isto 

‘to take place, and. Sthiieuusiaustmamotke, salsiily 
notion that I had here. I said that I recommend 
that Gas Arctic give us new stomachs so we could live 
off of the garbage that they sell in the stores. 

One important thing I would 
like to talk about is what if the pipeline break? How 
are they going to know if the pipe break during breakup? 
Maybe that's a question for one of either Foothills 
or Canadian Arctic Gas? That's when the Mackenzie and 
Peel River floods, how are they going to get to their 
turnoff valves during spring breakup? 

This spring, when I was coming 
backofrom°one\ofimy hunting trips, just before the spring 
breakup, I happened to take the wrong road, I took the 
Keene Industries winter road. Across the river here 
and came, it was dark that time and everything was 
frozen. And I seen a little creek, a little creek 
running down the bank and it was strange for me, you 
know, to see this creek. And every other creek is 
frozen. 

AndwL ‘smewl of).5 And soul 
stopped my skidoo. And I went over to the creek and I | 
put my hand in the little creek and I smelled it. And 
it is pure diesel fuel. 

SO whenedlecame, back,» 1 tried--| 
it was on a weekend. EPCL2ed seouget Wh0ld of-—-aneG the 


only person I could get aholdeoftwasy) wediguthe.only 
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sCOMET BERORTIAS LTE, John Itsi 
1 person I tried to get hold of was Whit Fraser. That 
2 was the only guy you could go to, in the news media. 
3 It was on the weekend. 
4 So, somebody answered and said 
5 he wasn't in. So there was nobody else I could talk 
6 | to. So, about several days later, they were cleaning 
7 it up. But things like this, what, you should recommend 
8 | tO, the Jerritorial Government is, to have a place where 
2 in~cases there re an oll spill, and’ maybe, thes compans es 
10 are gone, you know, maybe their staging area, where 
ne their fuel bladders are, what you could recommend to 
12 | the Territorial Government is that they have a place 
13 | where they could, you know, a person could phone there’ 
14 | and tell them there is an oil spill. 
15 | Instead of trying to Cen 
16 nobody know who to talk to. Like, the only place we could 
14 talk etouthemvandugdetsit Onuthe Aiimeisathesnews media. 
18 but thatis notathe best uplace)to.go-to. 
19 THiS Sep WsSt one of¥ehe thines 
20 that will probably happen when the pipeline breaks, 
21 you know. You GOtsnOwplace to.geuto, maybe you have 
22 to phone out to Yellowknife, and C.N.T. is not--the 
23 phones are not too reliable all of the time. And you 
24 know, there has got to be some place where you could 
254 phone rightwaway.,, Oasget authoribies on it. 
| 
26 | If the pipeline breaks, how 
27 are they supposed to know? And us we know, because we 
28 | are always traveling around or monkeying around, skidooing 
29 Qn s0ri Ving. boatwarounde. | 
30 | 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. John Itsi 

A now. Most of the jobs on the highway, and even in 

4 town, go to the white people. The government is always 
" Saying Northern development. You always hear that on 

4 T.V. and you see it on pamphlets and every place yougo. 
5 And another thing, they are 

o4| always saying the natives get first priority FOr 

7| Jobs. Well, that’s not true. Everybody in here knows 
8 Dts Not terue. x 
9 My way Of Chinking about. thirs 
10 is they should call it Northern development for the 

ie white people's pockets. That's the way I feel. Even 
12 | today our native students, you know, they graduate from 
13| Grade ia, ana they still end’ up Looking for Joos. 

14 | i¥don' t’plame thems There” is 
15 a’ Lots Of smart Kids. And “they graduate’ and’sti11 they 
16 | are walking around. That's because some people from 

1? the south come crawling around here and end up with the 
oT TODS thaw COuld pe itaken by these graduate students. 
see That's what make me sick 
a is taking the jobs away from Natives, and then the 
21 government says that Natives are supposed to get first 
os Priority. that sos now the way, Wniean sy that’s noe ene 
3 Way it goes. ~4lt°™ might took’ Jake: ‘in the ‘government 
24 office, down: in/Ottawa. ori YeWlowknire, om even 

25 | Edmonton, it's on paper. Natives get first 

26 | PEloricy. 

eve Tevsenotmernkce telat.) Ses right 

here in McPherson . It's--everything goes to the whites. 








White gets first) priority.” Fdon." co Know why." Mayve 


Chere Gkin “tS “betver tian us or, =-donc know. 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. John Itsi 

uh If they ever build a pipeline 
aa all of the jobs will be given teo-the undonsto£f southern 
3 | workers. And that is a fact because here on the 

4 Dempster highway, there is only three or four who work 

5 steady. There was maybe at one time, I remember they 

6 | had, about; fourteen, but: just, to do. odd jobs and then 

7 they. were laid. off. 

8 And Keene Industries hired 

9 their labour from the south. I don't know why. 

10 And, another things: the Depart= 
ie ment of Economic Development, it's not doing a damn 
12) thing in encouraging Native businessmen or those inter- 
13| ested in running their own business. You know to-- 
14) while the highway is coming and while the pipeline is 
15 | coming, they are not doing nothing to encourage the 
16 | Native businessmen. 
17 | Or those interested in running 
18 their own business. YOUG Dut ale ann appl cations: ko run 
19 maybe; a taxl.~or,a cafe, Orymaybex,a garage.) Youjput in 
20 an application at the Economic Development, they send 
21 | Is eOul Ge It's gone for about six weeks and then they 
22 write to you that they want you to change a few things, 
23 then you're--by that time, the shipping season's over. 
24 Like the barges, you can't 
25) Jetayourecars inwfonetaxd, youscan't getpyouramateriad 
26 | into fill the garage. And then they send it down to 
we Ottawa and Ottawa says no. McPherson don't need a 
28 | taxi, McPherson don't need a garage. 
29 | Butsif apwhitegpeephe;canwhite 
a person put in an application, it's right there. It's | 
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Signed. 

And enitigs liner thavmareagoing: 
on, you know. People are fed up with it. 

Well, what I would like you 
Judge Berger to recommend to the Federal Government is 
that Natives be given special rates to get jobs on the 
pipeline. Not, don't say first priority. Give ,them 
a special way of going into, maybe could--I don't know 
how Ducouldtsay ac. 

A special way, that they are given 
a special privileges to get jobs on the highway, because 
that thing is going to be built anyway. 

And you know, like the thing 
I keep coming back to is, Natives get first priority. 
That Wstavi ,cyousknow@ml don't like to swear or anything, 
but you know, that is not true. 

They should be given the spe- 
cial--if there is goingto be a union, the southern union 
people are going to get the jobs. There should be some. 
consultation where we could get in there and the govern- 
ment could talk for us or maybe the Brotherhood and 
getCthemetotjoin up with the unions. 

So that we could get jobs. 

And not just these guys supposed to be getting jobs, 
they@are notigetting= jobs ,vestufé like that. Because 
even on the, on the highway last winter, one Gas eae 
guy came to me and said, when they're going to build a 
pipeline , we are going to be competing with Keene 
Industries for Native workers. He said, according to 


my paper here, he says, I heard there's about a hundred. 
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Natives working. And that was in February. 

THEGCCOMMISSTONER:& , One-the 
highway? 

A: vest 

THE COMMISSIONER: That's what 
he thought? 

A: Yes. Well, that 
is what he heard at his desk. So I told him there is 
one guy that is on that highway. And that was Frederick 
Blake from Arctic Red. And I told him that they must 
have add two zeros to that one. 

L mean thangs si1ke cthat-—-it 
they want to get, if they want to get the whole truth 
then, they should get it right from the community, not 
from Ottawa or Edmonton. 

And I would also like you to 
recommend to the government that the Department of 
Economic Development assist Native businessmen or those 
interested in having their own business, get them to 
encourage them, or bring out all of the best possibilities 
of doing these business. Before the Dempster Highway 
is completed. 

Or even before the pipeline 
is going to be built. Because these are very important. 
There is nothing that has been done and there is highway 
ondéfubh Speed right: nowe skAndtifak wasplik?l wasi’stiil 


the rchtef pel awascqoqingyto (try itcoistop tthat 47 emitetga 
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between here, between the border and Dawson. I was 
Somngreonput a halt on that until “they, the Economic 


Development people smarten up because they are not doing 
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i. a damn thing for us. 
2 Before you know it, some 
4 Japanese guy will have a big restaurant here and some- 
4 body willbe having a gas’ station up’ at the 8 miles there, 
a rignty atc the Crossing. “And there is people that live 
6 | there! alll” or their Lives 
| 
7 | VOU Knows; iti ngs. Like sth, 
8 | they should come right down and help us. Not just 
) send us applications and then throw it in the garbage 
10 about two months later. 
ls Thaters* aly “Il “ve got *tot'say, 
12 | Mr. Berger. 
ee | THEY COMMESSTONER ) Thank “you 
id | VELYeMUciive Mr. te it. 
154] (STATEMENT OF “JOHN ITSi° MARKED EXHIBIT C-33) 
16 | THE “COMMISSIONER: Well, ‘we 
17 | could hear one more statement before supper. 
18 
EY ELIZABETH COLIN: Resumed. | 
20 A Thank you | 
2 FOr “cOMmingwto) Our *alconel centers eWhenrSyou firs Gycame,) 
Ze and had coffee with us. I ‘would 8Pike to’ say “that Ff | 
23 an Nappy that I will: be talking ‘to,you:. 
24 | You heard a lot about what 
25) the pipeline will do to the land, the animals, the fish 
26. and. the “birds. “*But what “about the peoples? **They are | 
27 going to be affected by the pipeline too. I will not 
a be“talking “for myself"bur for @ the AWA. Ygroup here vin 
29 McPherson. 
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1 how we started A.A. here and what has happened. 

2 The Peel River Alcohol A.A. 

3 would like you to. hear about how we, as Natives are 

4 trying to help ourselves for our drinking problems 

5 that we used to have 27 months 

6 ago. At that time we didn't know about getting help 

7 for our alcoholism. A lot of people were drinking so 

8 | we thought that.1t was supposed.to be that way. Until 
9 I got so fed up with all the problems I was having at 
10 home with my family. 

1) Those days we never even heard 
1 | of anybody getting help to stop drinking or even to 
13 COnNtCBOlLetiein driniciac:. Dinan latin today ehatoteaskhec 
14 the social. worker, «Phillip Blake. for heloiwwith my 
15 elrahith oN dal gue me inWoSGecOlLae hat sl awasethe Lirstmperscon, 1 
16 | was told that I was the first person to admit that I 
i had drinking problems. So he said that he was going to 
18 help me .all.he.can. 
19 Th cites) “Che iret atenme. thats od 
20 heard about Henwood. That is a place where people co 
peal for ,.28pdays..e For their ,drinkimg problems, and to get 
BS helps tom their drinking. tts sabout 1>rmibes:, from 

253 Edmonton. 

Beis Neil and I were the first couple 
QO ECO.GOACMerG anally Vi jeLon 28 dayso fon. oun - doinking:, 
26 We have nine children, the oldest is 17, the youngest 
al is five now. That much we wanted to stop drinking. We 
28 left all of our children here and went out to Henwood. We 
ao are happy now that we did that, because our children 








a are happy, just as we are today. 
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And the social worker, John 
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1 While we were in Henwood, we 

2 | learned a lot of things that we never knew before. We 

3 went to group therapy -, couples meetings, lectures 

4 anditsaw taclot, ofimovire’s comiyalicdhol. Wes ditd ta Wot! of 

5 talking about what is really bothering us. 

6 Like myself I couldn't talk 

7 | to anybody about anything. I felt like I was a nobody 

8 until I went to Henwood. There, the door opened for 

9 ie, abOm a Vlot tomiithingsitl tdirdni' t knowstpifhere were a 

10 lot of things that I) had never been able to talk about 
aba with anyone before. 
2 But in those sessions it 
13 | just lablaicameiout. “Often )Iijust’ cried, but''so did many 
14 of the other people that were there. And I found there 
US were others worse off than me, and that helped me. 

16 | After we came back end of July 
17 we started A.A. in McPherson. October 20, 1973, we 
18 couldn: trisitamtiion: oury awn.) Three A.A. came from Inuvik 
Lo to start A.A. with us. Since then we are having meetings 
20 once a week, since '73. Thirteen other people have 
21 gone to Henwood, for treatment for their drinking prob- 
22 lem. 

a3 And we have had the meetings 
24) Since then. But we have learned a lot, as Indians, that. 
25 || we could do a lot for ourselves. We always let the 

26 | white people do things for us. But since we quit drink 
27 ing, we found out: that we could do things for our own. 
28 And we didn't even know they had grant for alcohol in 
29 every community. 
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u Osborne, is the one that told us about it and how we 

2 could apply for it. And what we could do for it. And 
3] all last summer I was busy writing letters to the people 
4 that I didn't know and everything. But he helped me. 

5 He didn't write it for me though, but I had to do the 

6 | Writing. "But he told me Me could, 

7 A lot of time, I remember, I 
| got mad at him because I told him I couldn't. But 

9 he said, you could. But today I am happy. Johns? His 
10 in Inuvik and we are here and we still do our own. We 
Be know what to do. 
12 | And that was the time we ask 
43 the Department of Social Workers in Yellowknife for 
14 | a grant so that we could have the Alcohol Centre. We 
15) gOtea grantlof $25, 000eineSeptembers 26th). 11974 .° owe 
16 opened the center in November 7, 1974. The reason I 

i 
17 am Saying this is we know the pipeline will really 
18 affect the Indian way of Life’ 
| 

19 | Also the Dempster Highway. 
20 And they have a beer outlet in the town here 
21 that 1s being opened Fridays and Saturdays. And just 
22 to give you an idea of how much is being" spent .¥*You 
23 see the peoples who are working on the highways for 

24 | good wages last winter, and just to give you a--how 

oF much one in three months. 

26 And here I have to ask Neil 

27 to read it for me because I can't do it very GoodSerThis 
28 is just in three months how much beer was sold and all 

29 that. The reason I am doing this is because that's 

30 in three months, with beer, for the work on the highway, 
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: like. 

2 | But“ I cotuldh"tesay 1e’was only 
$i the-natives .*"1t'was+the whites® and’ nativestogether ! 

4 But what if the pipeline come through, it will be worse 

> | than that. . 

6 MR. COLIN: Thank you, Mrs. 

7| The beer sale here in Fort McPherson is $5.50 a dozen. 
8 In March, 1974, they sold 1,413 case. Pardon me, this 

? 264March: 19758 “They ”Sold-+1,413° cas€, “which e6st©*S7,771.50. 
10 | In April, they sold 2360 case, 
ll} FEU COSE’STI29980% Th May) ?they sold 2489, it cost 
12 | $13,690 case, pardon me, $13,690" "dollars. -9iotal sales is 
13 5347441950% MPhat'shan three months 
14/ Mil swaverages, Cut tomes 
15 | dozen beer for every man and woman and child in this 
all | GOmMMUnITYY*SALSO; for’ this ameunt, ten men Ccowldr purchase 
| a freighter canoe-- 
18 THE COMMISSIONER: Could purchase 
19 a what? 
oy NELLY€OLIN: A’ freighter 
21] canoe. 
7 THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, yes. 
23 MRGs GOLINe And 20, and a 
24 kicker and a new skidoo every three months. Or 
a forty men each year could be outfit with the same eguipe 
26 | hients*POr purchase 494202" galions © qasovine every 

27 three months or 196,808 gallons of gasoline a year. 

28 | MRS. COLIN: Thank you 

29 | 


Neil. And the reason I put this up is because what 


See Le if the pipeline come through, it will be worse. And 
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i like right now we are trying to get back on our feet 

oy Iitke. -"As'Natives® “Trying *to-help ourself? “But what 

3 will happen iff the-pipeline come through and there is 

4 Gorngto be a dot ot money and a, lot. of the Indians as 

5 going to be affected by alcohol. 

6 | ANUYeiaceLts whateits "worry ane 

7} us, the A.A. group in McPherson. Like we were saying, 
8 it's not that we are trying to make everybody quit 

9 drinking. We know we will see the drink the rest of 

10 our lives. But there is a better way without it. Ane 
pa you know what you are doing. 
2 And there are a lot of beautiful 
ns: things*thatr rs inthis "world ’that*we"could*tsees “This is 
14] what is worrying us. 

i5 | bike myself’. I didn't even know 
16 | that I) could do the things*that “Pf anvdeoing@=today. ~Be- 
17 | cause, I read and I hear it. The Indians are just 
18 stupid, drunken, lazy, that's what we are called most 
ES of the time by the white peoples. | 
20 But. we*can' teberocalted that 
ol way all of the time. We could show them that we could. 
a2 have “our«own’say too sr “Theat "rs why slam Nappy that’ £ 

2 have avehnance=to%talk*to you, Mra Berger: 

24 | Like myself, you know, since 

25 | PPQGULE td rinking; “EP have been -anvatlot of things, trying 
oa to help my people. If we didn't care when we first 

27 eame-back  from’*Henwood, Idon*t think that any of this 
28 | would be going on. We would have just kept it to our- 
29, self as long as we were sobered, and no use about the 





30 next person. 
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l But we care about our people, 

2 that is why we are trying to do all that we can to 

3 help our peoples in any way that we know we could help 
| them. 

5 And 1 havewbeen to. ja lot. of 

| places for meetings, or for seminar, and I was to 

5 | International Women's Conference in Yellowknife, too. 

g | ANG Uby <doingsplaces dike ‘that, «le: bearniiael Of als Os 

9 the time. And I am happy to say that for being on the 
10 Band Council. 
11 I The peoples put me here for 
igl them te .try,.and do\something, for them. .1 wild, try my 
151 best for my peoples. Because this is the first time 

14 I think that I am ever making a speech in a public 
181 Pplacenlike;this, ybO,aslot of -people: 
6 | ee SenOtcacy jap Out Mlvam stalking 
a, So.that ys othe main thing. 

18 So Mr. Berger, may I end my 
neu Calkewithe this?) Mee Bergen, all of thisswork for wsudace 
20 Berger might be for nothing. Right now you are going 

DY to all of the communities and the people are telling 

aa you everything, how they feel about themselves and thei 
23 | wand and thelr tucune:. 

24 | The people. haves never done thas 
45 | before. They trust you and they want to tell you because 
6 | they believe you can help them. They are going to a 

27 lot of work and doing everything they can to tell you 

28 all about their life. 

29 Moumwirl i Deywwritingsasrepert. te 
30 Ottawa. . What will happen if Ottawa doesn't listen to 
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i. you? What if Ottawa doesn't listen to us? What if they 
2 just go ahead with the pipeline? 
3 The people in the north are 
4 tatking to the government for the first time now. = Ie 
2 the government doesn't listen, how many more people will 
| Start drinking, just because they feel they have been 
7| fooled again? 
| We will feel bad ourselves, 
9 | presenting dll“ef this for nothing. We will try to 
10 | accept whatever happens. Even though it will be very 
anal Rard. But what of the other people in the town? 
12 | Maybe they will just drink more to try to forget what 
13 | is happening to them. 
abi | ThiankeyCu;, Mir. iwerger , Lor 
15 | Jistening to me; from Blizabeth Colin. 
16 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
17 | Mre 2"Colin. 
18 
sg) 
at MR. ITSI: 
21 What about my question about turnome 
22 valves during breakup? 
23 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, I 
24 think we should come to that. I wonder, maybe we 
25 | could have Mrs. Colin's statement translated and then 
aot | get your question? 
27 MR SLES eS, ,okay. 
Be THE COMMISSIONER: You can 
29 stay there, Mr. L2tsi< 
e300) | 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Would you 
have Mrs. Colin's statement marked as an exhibit? 
(MRS. COLIN: S STATEMENT MARKED EXHIBIT C-34) 

THEeC OMMTSSGONE Rigit S5:3.0i. vias, 
would you mind waiting until after supper to ask your 
questions? 


Wei wwetsil adj ourniuntil 





8.0) clock, toniight..4.. And we: will. comeback at 8 o'clock 
tonaghtand..carny »right @n.» ‘Thank «you. 

Yes wel Jam) Goingsionisa, boat 
Crapeup,the xciver, — Butalh wilily be: back. de think by 


Ssjogc lock, so» the, nest, ofp yous wilds beivhere. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 


(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 


andi gentdemen, I think we will come to order. And I 
have asked Mr. Carter and Mr. Workman of Arctic Gas, 


and Mr. Ellwood of Foothills Pipeline to go to that 








microphone so that--Mr. Itsi, if you want to come up 
to this microphone, they are right here to answer your 
questions. JOHN ITSI: Resumed. 

EAS ee BSS Be Yes, my question-- 
igheavenaequestiongferpboothamals Piselane/andweanade an 


Arctic Gas. How will your--the pipeline companies 


knowawhen, there,is a break in the line during Spring 





| breakup, or during freezeup? bake,yw2t yoursgturnome 
valves were under water, how would you get to them? 
THE COMMISSIONER: You want 


to translate that question? 





THE COMMISSIONER: Well, ladies 
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1 MR (GARTER: . I wilieask) Mz;, 

2 Workman to answer that for Arctic Gas. 

3 MR. WORKMAN: 4 Lf, at any, time, 
4 there is a break in the pipeline, regardless of where 

S whether the break is under the river or wherever, the 

6 | section of line with that break would be shut off auto- 
7| hatically.« @his isaalil»autematically.,controlied..The 
“4 valves on each side of that break would shut as the 

. pressure sensors noted that there, was,a leak. 

10 tip weyhads to) get dny, fore any 
ek particular reason to make sure that these valves were 
12% shut off, say, on each side of the river, and it was 
13 high water, breakup period, we could get in by heli- 
14% copter, 

ea There are either airstrip 

16 | fields or helicopter pads planned for wherever these 

17 | valves are. 

ve Me. Sita OU ME Ges fe 1 asi 
19 a couple more, just to--from yesterday when John Blake 
20 was asking, a couple of questions. I would just like 
21 to clarify a couple more questions. 

22 Fromiwhat.I read dns the maga- 
23 zines, the Alyeska pipeline in Alaska is going to pipe 
24 | gas: ln, the, aix,form,to;: Valdez, .And. at Valdez,ythe gas 
a will be liquified so that it will be shipped by tankers 
26 to southern markets. 

24 And yesterday you said that 

28 the gas that is in its last. staging! area, where, it can 
29 be Ligui tied. 13) Am I correct one that? 

30 | MR. ELLWOOD:, I. believe, you are 
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i referring to the El Paso project there, not Alyeska. 

2) AY a fied elev Yes, yes. 
3 | MR. ELLWOOD: That is true. 
4 Their plan ds’to ship the gas across Alaska, liguify 
5 it and carry it in tankers down to the southern states. 
6 | PGMS PEN PUWOU LCR IGO Blircor anotiem plant tO be converced 
7 | back into a gas, and then shipped in a pipeline to the 
8 | markéts’ in? the*'States’. 
9% io Dero cersedtcinm che ave utd 
10 | Porte We- jist de that Lor’"convenivence to ‘Carry “rt in 
up Ey the tankers. 
12 | Mito. “Well = vesterday” you 
UB Sau. rereerenn 4 tbe-scair tee a guidtied arter=-—you said 
M4 WReEl Lt 1s. in LbSalnefOrmestage tlc can it bet mio: Led. 
15 | Now dt "s**ar'ditperent™story. Welbl® any way" l-‘cot’ it 
16 | anyway. 
iz VHE COMMISSIONER : Before you 
18 GOrol, yVOurwant. tOmiiaverd COtadcCrtranslaving wnat, that 
19 | exchange. 
20 
21 | MR. DWOSIMANMy last question 
papa is not a question, but yesterday you told the audience 
23 that the gas wasn't poisonous. According to the men 
24 | that work on the pipeline in the south, like I've been 
25 | rand ihe %B some of them that worked, had experience in 
26. working on pipelines in the south. That the gas is 
27 extremely poisonous. 
28 | One guy said there was a leak 
29 tne avsmalwevaltey "SAnd™ the qasehung ine that area, “it 
30 lifted up but it hung in that valley there. And one of, 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. John Tesi 

l the workers, I guess one of the maintenance guys forgot 
2 to take his safety mask with him. And he went into that 
a place and he got killed. And yesterday you said it 

4 wasn't poisonous. 

: MR. ELLWOOD: I would just 

6 | comment on that. The poison gas, poisonous gas that is 
+ found) inssouthern Canada,, in; Alberta, contains HS, 

3 | hydrogen sulphide, which is poisonous. 

ss The: ase 2tselt ,.che, natured 

10 gasi 2s mot poisonous. It is the hydrogen sulphide 

ll which 1S poisonous. And, so tay, as, we know, a Loe: 
12] the gas that has been found in the Delta thus far does 
se Ss not contain hydrogen sulphide. 

14) THE COMMISSIONER: Well, it 
153 may be sweet gas or whatever it is you call it, but 
16 | you.can't breathe 1, can you? 
ca | MR. ELLWOOD: No, you need to 
18 beeathe.oxygen. to,live.. wou cant Live ahaimpure cas 
19 | but .it-is-not, poisonous; in the sense that. one whiff of 
| Leta itdexX eda ithe, would kil) you. 
| | 

21 | MR. WORKMAN: T might add-- 
22 THE COMMISSIONER: Do you want to 
23 try and translate that before Mr. Workman goes on. 

24 MR. WORKMAN: I might add one 
¥5)| word to that.) The gas that, igmeiscovered so ulaneus 

36, not poisonous. There is no hydrogen sulphide in the 

peg gas that has been discovered in the north up to now. 

28 And Li -by any.chance, they .do 

29 | discover gas that has this hydrogen sulphide in it, 

30 that hydrogen sulphide would be all removed right at | 
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DOLLS Ltss 


the gas plant, so that the gas that is coming down 
through the pipeline would still be quite free of this 
poisonous material. 

MR..GET SIkvom, How tw ilar heey 
get rid of that poisonous’ igas tam the iplarit S*burm ati ‘or--—? 

MR. WORKMAN: No, the poisonous 
gas is converted to a material called sulphur. The sul- 
phur itself is not poisonous and it could be used as 
raw material for other chemicals and by-products 
later on. 

But the main purpose for taking 
hydrogen sulphide out of the gas, in the gas plant is 
to remove this poison. 

MR .@MITSie Okay, thankyou. 

DORISIITST: KResumed« 

A Ladies and gentle- 
men, before I start talking about what I want to say, 
first of all, I would like to say how pleased I am to 
be with you all, to say a few words about my land, 
about the pipeline. 

I was elected Chief of Fort 
McPherson; .also. Band Couneuiemandt Tohave: lived an Port 
McPherson, 51 years now. And I know quite a bit of 
this area. 

So0,eMx berger. on! behalises 
my people, I would like to bring to your attention my 
feelings in regards to the pipeline. Tt domnot. tke 
the idea of the pipeline, as do many of the people 
in this community. Especially the people who hunt and 


trap. 


. 
— 


awe 
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l The Arctic Gas people say the 
2 pipeline will be 48 inches wide and will be built very 
Ral close to Fort McPherson. Large compressor station will 
‘al be built approximately 23 miles from Fort McPherson. 

5 | Just eleven miles east of lo- 

6 | cation lives two Native families. These two families, 

7) along with other families, ga_to thas cébtain area, 

3 that. they: call Timber Creek ,. to a ee trap. \_ 

| Construction, of the }peline 
nt is to begin five miles north of McPherson, ae 
11] Husky Lake, the foothills sand.jthrough carnibow migratisg 
12 | areas. 
13 | I strongly feel that the noise 
14 | from the compressor station and the noise from the 
15 | construction will greatly affect and chase away the 
16 | animals, especially the caribou. 
17 We depend greatly on the cari- 
18 | bou p-fou- sts, meats,.And,,today...the prices of meat, in 
19; eye rGtOs Gas COOmn hchapit Ouim SitOne Siaianidss the tuwe, cat 
20 more .of the ;waribou... The larger families can not affore 
21] to live from the local stores. 
ae Referring to;the high prices, 
23 does, not, mean that the, people of font, McBhenson. do. not 
28 live off of the caribou. Because every person, which 
25 | includes the children, have been brought eating caribou 
26 | meat. 
27) Another fault of the pipeline 
28 | is the possible breakage of the pipeline. People here 

1 
Ot are always hearing of pipelines breaking throughout 
30 the rest of Canada, and the world. The breaks will 
| 
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Bi cause considerable damage and pollute a large area. 
2 | Last fall, after there had been 
3 | a lot of seismic and drilling work, people said that the 
4 | Arctic Char’ that runs up the Rat River were down in 
5 numbers. Construction camp that are close to 
6 Fort McPherson will create’ a lot of social problems. 
7| Drinking will increase, Indian 
8 | girls will be involved with white men. There will be 
7 more unwed mothers. More crimes, more drugs, employment 
eh is another important thing in’ theMpipeline: 
11} It seems that the Natives 
12 always get the lower type of jobs. It has already 
13 | happened with the oil companies and construction camps 
14 | that promise to hire Native workers. These promises 
15 have never been kept to their full extent. 
16 Discrimination seems to be 
17 | a point that exists when the workers are being hired. 
18 TherDepartmentiofiiands andtForests Saysrthat¥° uthe oil 
19 companies must have permission from Natives to do any ! 
20 work within their area. 
21 In’ thet past we have experienced 
22 Oil companies conducting seismic and drilling work 
23) without permission. We do not want to even talk about 
24 pipeline until there is a proper land claims settlement. 
fag Byahawingyallanduclaims titeaie 
26 ment, we can have more control over large development 
27) tereureland: 
28 Thiseesiborucrdten:. 
29 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you | 
30 | 








very much, ma'am. 
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(WITNESS ASIDE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Are you 
going to interpret that? I would like that statement 
marked as an exhibit. | 


(DORIS ITSI'S STATEMENT MARKED EXHIBIT C-35) 


MRE WOE: avAndaMre dustice 


Berger and ladies and gentlemen. And before I decide, 


yOutknow-As 

THE COMMISSIONER: We will 
have to swear you in. I didn't see you there for a 
minute. 


MR. KORG jYounhavento 
swear me in? 

THE< COMMISSIONER: SOTGEYe 

RICHARDNKOEE RL Sworne 

A: Mon custice 
Berger and ladies and gentlemen. Before I start, I 
want to tell you that I am not a public speaker or 
something like that. What I want to talk about is my 
experience at work and what I thought about it after I 
, you know associated with some of the white people 
from down south. 

My friends here have got a 
presentation written out which maybe later on or tomor- 
row they will be reading to you on that there. They 
are going to give you their idea of what they think 
about this pipeline that is coming through. 

Bute whatelewant storiadd, to say, 


is that when I was working for Shell Canada, when I was| 
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Wonking teouielat hel rigyel think that) the general idea 
of having Indian people on that job was to sell a sort 
of a product to the rest of Canada or to the Indian 
people, saying that, look, we've got Indian people on 
the job. 

thevetoreyithe rest ofyou people 
should be glad. But I think, they have maybe two | 
people On the whole rig, and/ all the-rest"“are ‘from down 
south.) “And any: Indian people that ison that’ job there, 
they really aren"t\\being taken for what they are. 

Like, if they're really willing 
to work, like, they've been given a pat on a head, like 
yous ‘know, youlare,a good’inddan. \And another thing that 
surprised me was that, before I was there, I didn't 
know that when I started working, I heard from one of 
my fellow employees down south that this, they had this 
meeting, I think it was Gas Arctic or I don't know what-- 
for Shells That there is going to be some Indian 
people working on that rig. 

And we want you to treat them 
real good, don't get) mad at them. You know, just like | 
some token Indian. They wanted us to be happy, where 
we were. So maybe we can come back and tell the iron 
people that, oh, we got this job, we are happy now. 

And then -they* can‘say7,’2ike7, 
oh, that's good. Now the idea--well, I guess maybe 
after I finish this speech, the Interpreter can you 
know, just say what he wants. Like he can give the 
general idea behind what I have to say. I think he 


understands me and he understands what the rest of the 
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younger people feel like. 

And we have a lot of graduates 
walking around right now without jobs. I think they 
want jobs, you know. And right now the Shell Company 
are bringing in university students, college students 
from down south for summer employment. And after they 
finish that employment, well, they go back to school. 

They probably fund the student 
themselves. But the students from around here, they 
don't seem to get nothing« .They're promised.jobs. I 


don't know. Maybe you can ask the Manpower in town, 


orvanything -Like,that. How much times, say one 
person went there, how much times he was turned 
down. 


And Yeu .comparestovtherr sta- 
tistics of how much, what's the turnover of employees 
that are ;coming iah.andcuitiingyand then bringing them 
in,~from,back down,south? 

But, lake: vou knew, wes. the 
Breduck, ehe eLhey.ver doth. towsel? at, you, Know), the. idea 
that.allwwe aresis, just,.,you,know, Like something, they 
can show to the rest of Canada or the rest of the Indian 
people. 

And I think the Indian people 
are right when they say they don't want that pipeline 
for very good reasons. I think you can see what's 
happening over in Alaska. And maybe in the James Bay 
project.»..Whatts,goingyon down, there. 

And if there's any good news, 


Likestelisus whoitsugetting.sallact the profits, who. 2s 
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ee ee a Richard Koe 

| getting all or the recognition Jem thinkaithewnlyl recoo- 

2 | nition the Indian people get down there is like bad 

3 publicity, like, you know, the Indian people nave no 

4 | jobs. 

5 You know, they're drinking. 

6 | And all of that. Well, ever since 19--well, '58 when the 

7 construction first started up here, the Indian people 

8 weremhiredgonmandnoffeandsonsvandtoff andwonlandaoft. 

24 Like, small, you know, short-time employment. 

10 | Andy EheywGot iso Used" to LE, 

in you Know, I don*t think they cowld® havet worked’ for 
a like two months without saying, you know,"oh man, I've | 
13 | worked two months. Like this really beats one week," 
14) you know. And they got so used to that. 

15 | And all of a sudden the oil 
16 companies come and they hit them with a lifetime employ- 
17 | ment. Like you know, you've got an employment, now you 
18 can work for the rest of yoltir life. You can have big 
i? car, you can have everything. But then they turn around 
=a and they pat them on the head and they don't give them 
: employment. And you know, you can feel when you are 
22 left out or when you are different. 

3] itddss#as simple’ as!that. + And 
oa) if they want equality, they might as well come down to 
25 | our level, because we can't go up there. They left us 
26) behind a long time ago, through their own doings. 

27 They put us down, first time 
oo in 1958 by sending Indian agents over here, by sending 
29 | workers, by sending foremans and everything they are 

30 








sending here, and putting us down. 
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today. 


1 Bute) dontte thank that ali or 
2) a sudden we can change and say we will accept the pipe- 
3 | line, the consequences and all that, because I don't 
4 think we're not stupid now. 
5 A lot of young people know 
6 | Wiaeere So wike=comrives rr ghie ino 74 Siow. =4And to Vehinik 
7| like in three years the pipeline comes through and all 
3 | of the information that is ‘coming “in “from Alaska; +o£ 
9 what it's done over there, I mean’ that just don't ring 
10 aepel] “with ‘iss 
aD And I just want to say that I 
12 | hoperthat all of the rest Of the young people are) behind 
i me in what I say. Maybe that's the way I feel, maybe I 
14| am °rrgqie, but you “knowl I “don "t “chinkeY* am “wrong verther’. 
15 | But I just wanted to say thank 
16) you "for PriSténing. 
17 | (WITNESS ASIDE) 
18 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank ycu 
9 very much, Mr. Koe. Maybe you could take a stab at 
2| interpreting that? just "summarizing it if you can. 
od 
we Trani wou. 
23 | Mr. Koe, you and your friends are going to make a pre- 
of | sentation, I gather. Maybe we could swear in all of 
25 the young people with you, if that's all right now 
26 | ance nen you cOoumrrearryerons 
| 
a7 | Mee eh OM ser sOlie ysumer 
| ia So ean 
: . y name is Bo 
= Simpsons; Iwouldwlrke to thank irs Serger Lor conning 
30 | 
| 
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1 
2 | ihe most, attrac= 
3 | tive part of the gas pipeline that has been proposed is 
4 employment. The great pipeline is to take us out of 
| poverty. “Yes, ian tiis country you are not’ rich’ pw tne 
6 | standards of soutner ners, but there are very “rew Cara- 
7} dians who eat better than we do. 
; The pipeline will not bring us 
| OUuL OL poverty. It will pring “the standard of living 
IR up to two, three times higher than now. Which is al- 
aL ready about twice that of the average Canadian's grocery 
U2 y 6 ya hg ge 
13) So’ 1s a> very attractive 
14) proposal,” "Gas" Arctie sand *Footnis ls; Pipeline? bring: us 
1s | today. We will just have to pay four to five times 
16 | higher prices. 
17 | But that ‘sitither ing snake of 
18 a pipeline, who tries its hardest to tempt us, will 
12) tell us the great number of jobs, the money, yes, this 
20 | is the snake's apple. Money. 
21 | I also heard at one time that 
22 this was to happen then the Dempster Highway was to 
DESY | be constructed. Already this mud stream has passed 
24 | us. There has been no great amount of money flowing 
255 into this town. Admittedly, there are a few families 
26 who have seen a better time because of this construction 
27 | boom. 
28 Avid Iocan count them on my 
29 | fingers. And this better time comes after taxes, gro- 
30 | cery bills and, if they live in their own houses, heat, 
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l light.,ewhich is never cheap. .Very-little is,.left, for 
> | the better life, whatever that.means. 
3 ‘ What is a better life? Perhaps 
4 IA rairvland ptt would be @rivinge trucks le hours. a Jaay, 
5 Six days a week, receiving a minimum of $1500 every two 
6 | weeks. In the three years of road construction, a man 
7 would have earned $108,000. But who in this community 
2 | has received a quarter of this amount in three years? 
| lL. Can .OndVacoume three. How 
10 | many receive a quarter or more who do not live in this 
ll} COUNRULY Ge 5° LOs,aelO00 amen. How many men from this town 
12 could receive this amount? 50 to 100 men. 
13| Why are not these men employed 
a4 nowyorawere. not .employed because Indians are thought sot 
15 | as labourers, not capable e©fsdoinguany skilled job of 
tt any /kUnd:. 
13" My occupation as employment 
18 officer is to find. jobs forwthe people in the town by 
19 | creating jobs or by certain companies asking for | 
saul labour, * L.amosorny to Sayeebwt in the short period of 
52] my being in this position, companies request only | 
je labourers. | 
23) It seems to me this helps out 
24 | their public image. You see, nobody can scream prejudice 
25 | because they have hired local labour. But very few 
sey Indians are ever given the chance or equal chance to 
Da prove their full capacity. 
3g | Gas Arctic has only two men 
29 trained from here for pressure stations. One of them 
30 issstill workingsetorsGas Arctic... sLhiceisycoedia.) eam | 
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Bob Simpson 


happy to see that man in his position. But it seems 
that you only have 200 jobs at maximum to offer in 
Northwest Territories. 200 permanent jobs 

Sit, Chistis<ardrop in the 
ocean. As far as I am concerned, you have nothing to 
offer us in the way of employment. What you offer is 


three to four years of employment, then nothing. 


mt 
“ec What can fill the empty 
SS 
pocket? The land wN2 be gone. The land may well be 
taken away-forever. Sir, de~ou expect people to take | 


oN 


hundreds of years and then to thro them inte aymere 


ace 
~ 
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four years? re 
es 

What kind of suicide xe you 
asking us to take? : 

Thanks you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, sir. 

(WITNESS; ASIDE...) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Translate | 
thateywét youywould Mree Charialie. 

CHIEF CHARLIE: They asked me 

if they could just do away with the interpreting, 
because if it is all recorded over there and it is going 
to left here. When they get it, they could explain’ 
it to the older peoples what's been said as it is 
taking too much of the time. We have about 20 
lined up that want to talk. 

And, if we’ go. through. an) inter- 


preter like this, I think youwill be here another three 


oxy four; dayswe SO; Wiliayourtell.usi gust what you: think 
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Gladys Luxie (Nerysoo) 


about this? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well,maybe 
we could carry on with these presentations by these 
young people. 

Crain GHARTIE. With the older 
person coming up, and making the speech, they said they 
Will einteLprer, thar, buc whem they get letters like 
this, it takes so long to go through. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well) why 
VOlme- 2h lite seal right with you Chiet, ana the: menbo: = 
of the Council, we will have you Mr. Koe and the others 
aly YOuL table there, carry on with your statements. 

We won't interpret them but maybe when you 

finish, we will take maybe five minutes and you can, 
Mr. Charlie, you Cam try to summarize fe just very 
Deter ly WitnOUL = ULying LO cover al ilmor tne Ground. 
Wouita™ that” bevall” right? 

And in that way we will, the 
people thet sdon t speak Englisch will sri gceteran atdea 
tonight of what's being said, okay? Werle us er Canny 
on like that. So whoever is next. 

GLADYS" LUXIE (NERYSOO): Sworn. 

A Mim BerOer 
Chief, ladies and gentlemen. My names is Gladys Luxie. 
I would like to read my report that I have typed up. 

We vthetindtans Or Fort: McPnerson 
and the rest of the Northwest Territories ae not want 
the pipeline to be built as it will destroy our land 
and our way of life. We are lucky here to have a 


say in what we want done with our land. 
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l AS «the sindivans of southern 

2 Canada did not and now they can't even make a decent 
3 TIVaAnGuwolt OL their land, 

4 THE COMMISSIONER one xcuse me 

5 a second. I am awfully sorry. It really is hard for 
.| me LO Near you. (And could.vou just slow down a Jittile 
5 Dats We have Got slots of time... Would vou imind startane 
3. again? I am terribly SOLE Ditwel just couldn! tesahear 
a you. 

10 | AS We the Indians 
Vy of Fort McPherson and the rest of the Northwest Territ- 
12 | ories do not want the pipeline built as it will destroy 
13 Our Lance -and “oul wwas of «11 fe, 
14) Weare plucky, tommave a say an 
LH what we want done with our land, as the Indians of 
a“ southern Canada did not. And now they can't even make 
19 ancecent, Jivingsort their land, as it 2s covered with 
18 farms and cities. 
os When white man first came to 
20 North sAmerica, he wanted, to take all woof the riches the 
el land could offer and without even asking the Indians, 
29 Ne began tovbuila a railway which now. runs prom One 
oe end o£ Canada to, the other. And still, not being, satic-— 
24 | fied, he built highways that has caused more damage. 
25 And now if he wants to see any 
26. of the wild animals that, his ancesters used. to hunt, J 
27] mean the Indians, he has to--he goes to the zoos where 
28 | they are caged up in cages vthatlare so. smal] that. the, 
soi Canst do: anything butlwakubackiand ror h. 

30 We want our land to stay the 
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Way it’ is.*)EVen“though it is damaged a’ little by the 
roads that the Oil companies made in the sixties. 

We are the last frontier in 
Canada and maybe in the whole of North America. 

As Alaska now is no longer the way it used to be. 

SO Why nOc bulla the gas pipe= 
line along the oil pipeline that you have built in 
Alaska and keep Canada beautiful? And another thing 
thac Pewouldeiakerto- say , ss thatralwvoft Canada= berongs 
to the Indian people. 

It always has and always will. 
Before Canada became a nation, the Indian people were 
a nation among themselves. The English and the French 
Pougnt for and ;“fror thee lands scaliingeat therrs. 

But it really belonged to the 
Indians. And even calling 1t*"Crown Land* wiil]7) not) change 
the way we think. 

You have taken land away from 
people” throwcnout” the world and don’t vou “Think that 
you have taken enough already? You have given us 
everything and by giving us everything, and destroying 
what we had on our own, the only thing now that we nee! 
left" is our pride in’ our Tand which’ will be ‘ours always. 

The cost of everything here 
will go higher. This will be worse when the wages go 
up. And as everyone knows, most of the wages will go 
to taxes anyway. 

We aren't like the white people 
who are always trying to stay ahead of each other 


in’ owning large homes, ‘land and ‘things that they don't 
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even really need. 

The government of Canada is 
trying to bring down inflation vand they cant. seem to 
do anything about it. Up here we are used to it, as 
it all--the cost of everything has always been high. 
What will happen then? 

The rest of Canada are always 
complaining of the high cost of things. Before they 
say things like that, I would like them to come and 
live a few years up north and to pay the prices that 
we, the Native people. pay. 

One thing that we are lucky 
to have is animals on the land. We do not need to buy 
meat and fish, unless we really have to. And another 
thing I would like to talk about is the young people. 

There are a lot of young people 
who are making their living off of the land. They see 
beauty as it really is, not like the young people in 
the south who have to go to the parks and zoos in order 
to see animals which are caged up, and aren't free to | 
roam. 

Like I said before, we are in 
a land that has already seen some damage, which the 
Oil companies have done. I am one of the few people 

who has an education on which I can 
depend on if the oil pipeline does go through. But 
very few of my people have what I have. 

Therefore, not only for myself 
but for my people, I do not want the pipeline to be 


built on our land. Even when we go south for further 
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A education, there are only a few Native people who go, 
D andwachel restraneswhiie people. 
a And Iiam not the- only-one who 
4 | CamMand Wildl isayn thisthe Andydirithey.dongo.south, many 
5 oflithenm, returnneveni be foreaithey, fanash) the, courses they 
6 | are taking. So for the sake of the young people and 
7. also cheno id; why. not sbuzdd, the, gas, pipeline along. the 
cm oil pipeline in Alaska? 
A I would ask that the young 
10 | people support our ideas by coming forth and saying their 
1} paktene Weamust mights haznd,an. erdem that we possess our 
12 | land which must be ours for always. 
a . Thank you. 
aM THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
eat very much. 
eu | (WITNESS ASIDE) 
17) | RICHARD FRANCIS: Sworn. 
18 A: My name is 
19 Rick Francis and I have worked with Alberta Gas Company 
20 for three years in the province of Alberta. 
OM Pirsita pwould wlbikewtoutaLik 
22 | about the line breaks. i've seen the damages that it's 
29 caused to the land, and I don't want )»to,see that done to 
24 the snorith:. 
25% The trees should be able to 
26 | grow freely as and not having to be burnt down because 
OF] of a line break. And I have traveled all over Alberta 
De on Stheprowtercof ethespipelinesp And: 1 have ~seen very 
29 few Native people been employed by the white man's 
ES: industry. Is this what 1s#going@tosnappen tosthe Natives 
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Richard Francis 


of the North after a few years of the pipeline--should 
the pipeline come up here. 

Would we be out of the jobs? 
And I have been on the construction where they have 
laid the actual pipe under the ground, to the completion 
of a compressor station. And watching this, being 
involved with it, a person can't help but think of the-- 
his many winters back to his homeland. am eng that 
he “s.glad that he's not doing this to his Land. 

And thewgas, industry are takine 
young people out, fo. good training sto bring them back: 
How many of these people, the young people would like 
LO, Come (back and Lear up thee slong ton amipeline? 

Thaty vs gablothat ety haves to. ‘sav 
POR. NOW -an Loan, yous 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THB COMMLOOLONER sa Phan ici. 
ug monde: if the statement that you read, I wonder if 
we could have that and mark it as an exhibit. But 
the gentleman that spoke after Mr. Koe, I am sorry, I 
have forgotten your name. You had a statement too. 

I wonder if we could have that? 

Oh, you have it here. Well, 
that one will be marked an exhibit and then the one 
that, was sead just a minute ago, and is now béing broughe 
forward, is the exhibitvatter shat. 

(STATEMENT OF BOB SIMPSON MARKED EXHIBIT C-36) 
(STATEMENT OF GLADYS LUXIE(NERYSOO) MARKED EXHIBIT C4) 
(STATEMENT OF RICHARD FRANCIS MARKED EXHIBIT C-38) 


THE COMMISSIONER: If you want 
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to just summarize what these people were saying, you 
Cans take a ‘tury at it +e 4bf youcan’ Gt, we*wi L== Eee tell 
you what we will do, Chief. 

All of these statements that 
we are collecting here in writing, we will take then 
with us but we will have them photocopied and we will 
send them back here, so that you can explain them to 
the people who don't speak English, when you find it 
convenient to do so. 

I think that maybe we had 
betteumproceed din. that way ,Vand**that"s-—-and*}E "think ‘that 
I'll certainly remain here tomorrow afternoon and I 
Will stay here tomorrow night ‘too.’ But DTi*really think 
that since I promised the people of Old Crow we would 
get there Thursday, we had better try to get there 
Rruday. 

Butiwe aqalliloistlayola Al day stoner- 
row and tomorrow night. T thinks that ‘should give: us 


a chance to hear most of the people. 


CHIEF CHARLIE: We have some 
letters from one of the widows in town here? The 
letter reads, to whose-- 

THE COMMISSIONERS Who’ is the 
letter from? 

CHIEF) CHAREIESNG The woman isrftrom-- 

Mrs. Mary Wilson, andiI- guess she has to be sworn in? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. a 
She is here. Yes, would you just swear in that lady 


please? 
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a MARY WILSON: Sworn. 

Zi CHIBRACHARLIE te Yesputhe hetter 

3 reads UTorthenIusticevBergéery EPiyst?of-all I would 11keée 
4 to say that I am happy to see you here with us at last. 
2 I have heard your voice on the radio all spring and I 

6 | amuverywehankiulhthatayou can be here with us and listen 
7 tC US. 

3 EVer Since I Got Married, =I 

9 | have been living at Rat River. My husband died about 

10 | Selene vyearseago., And I still carry on in the same way 
ue wien my? children. We use our area for trapping, fishing, 
12 | and hunting. 
13 Living in the bush is a good 
14 Tite. We live well, sleep Well and Nave Very Tittle to 
15 | worry about. We don't need money out there. We only 
16) depend. on our” land. 

17 | Since exploration started, we 
18 | nmetice that trapping and fishing 15n € Gxactly Like 
| it used to be ten, twenty years ago. 
20 Last summer was worse. The 
21 | trout looked like something else. It was not the sare 
22 fish that we had before. lam Very Ssuresthis kine 
23 Of thing 1s caused by O11 exploration. 
| 

24 | fils is why! really dont 

25 | want the pipeline to pass my camp. What will I do during 
26 or after the building of the pipeline? i dont wane 

27 | ie) Mat. -S Pals 4 Can weoy 

28 | It is going to ruin our sway 

29 Or life LOr sures OUT Chitdrenusmiire “wll beraescroved:. 
30 No, we don't want the pipeline.” Signed, Mrs. Mary Wilson. 
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BL GHB eCOMMISSTONER: eithank “you. 

2 That will be handed in and marked as an exhibit as well. 
3 . (LETTER OF MARY WILSON MARKED EXHIBIT C-39) 

4 THE COMMISSIONER: We had better 
5 |} Colbect hthose now: inbeam sorry. |) Certainly, we ayou 

6 | would swear in this lady? 

74 MRS. JIMMY THOMPSON: Sworn. 

3. THE INTERPRETER: This is Mrs. Jimmy 

9 Thompson, of Fort McPherson. Judge Berger, I am sure 

10 happywthat. you areswith us now, 1 can’t tell “you in 

Hi English, also I want to thank Interpreter. 
| Whenwa child vsibornm, they 
a are brought up by their parents.) "And aiter the ‘child 
vail do what his parents are, sometime they are right and 

ea sometime they are wrong. Now, today we see there is 
16 | a lot of change to what it was--what it used to be many 
ry, years back. 
18 Today sometime our young people 
19 don't listen to their parents and they do as they please. 
20 | This we know is because of the many changes that is 
a1 Comingganto. thesnortnland: 

22 Now we hear so much about our 
28 land, we see the map on the wall and see what we are 

a doling in the land on that, map. 

oe Wevalinclaim thattland. tor 

a many years because of our grandparents. We had many 

7 good chiefs in the past years and that is how that we 

28 | are gathered here in one of our chief's name building. So 
seal as we are telling you about our land. 

30 it iswvour land sand, we.all think 
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Or lemmas a wank. "We all “fhink of it as a bank. Now 
we hear that a gas line 1S coming through our land and 
there is a lot of good timber, even willows grow on it. 

No more--because of the pipe- 
line, these good timbers and willows will be destroyed. 
It's just like sometime that we have a storage of meat. 
If it's thaws, we get rid of that meat and that is the 
way that our land will go. 

There will be more animal 
left on the land because there is nothing for the animal 
to live or feed on. So that is the reason we don't 
want the pipeline. Even the fish is not like what it 
used to be. We have hard times to catch fish nowadays. 

I want to say a few words 
about drinking. Not because I don't drink. Firewater 
was brought into our land by white man. We didn't ask 
form Pore Wien xt cane in. NOW today there is a Lou oF 
good jobs which our young people do to make good mone: fer 
their work. But when they get paid, have a holiday 
they always spend their money on the firewater. 

We know there is going to be 
lots of money made through that pipeline. But we also 
know that money Will be spent too. So we know there wiil 
be always a lot of problems. 

That is the reason why we clader 
people don't want the pipeline because it will bring a 
let people Inco wand ana It "s going’ to sporl cur Jand 
and our young people. 

Thank you very much for what 


Imhad’to-say, Judge Berger.” And also for you visitors 
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Roddy Peters 


to Fort McPherson." 

THE COMMISSIONER: oOThank you; 
Mrs) Thompsons SWelilimarkethat-as an exhibit in the 
proceedings. 

(MRS. JIMMY THOMPSON'S LETTER MARKED EXHIBIT G-4g0) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Miss Hut- 
chison, would you swear in the gentleman at the micro- 
phone, I think he wants to make a statement. 

RODDY PETERS: * “Sworn 

A: Hello, »- Judge 
Berger, and my Chief and my second Chief and my 
Town Counsellor and ladies and gentlemen. 

ranvvery olad imtame here to 
put my two cents worth in this COMMUNDLEVe pam aigu 
that come one of the big family too, but right now I 
just got my mom living with me. 

And I spend half of my life in this town , in this 
community. 

Most ofthe’ time a 'm doctor 
for her and nurse and, all these time, decide that I 
an Gust) living  right-along.”) But as’ far’ asi Tl understanc 
inm-my Opiniom,-that this pipeline, there is--that's 
what I would really like tovunderstand. | 

Natural gas and gas and cil, | 
how many pipes is going to come through our country 
and that's what I'm disappointed on that. I would like 
to know how many of these are going to come CHCOMGIIMOUT 
country to spoil our fcountny? 

Aner memot talking about my= 


self, because some of my sisters have got big family. 
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Their children are going to live another two or three 
generations. And lots of my friends have got big family. 
That Ze ™whati am palling abouts 

And ITSunderstand@thatwthere is 
supposed a hundred Canadians, government since 1921 
and we're supposed to be good Canadian citizens, since 
thattime. 

But before that, we were under 
our great chief, our own government. Therefore maybe 
government could have pitywon Ustandyqawvewuss acd ittic 
truthful--settle our country) for us in the right way 
ratherithan!just®ilook’ at ws at the side of thes highway 
and, you know, just like somebody, some loose pet or 
something like that. 

Aide Liwoullas Urkex to see. cohe 
government: IMisten) tole, mandditiyr topak evcaness Of us, 
rather than Gust leave us:on theiside. «And I got lots 
to talk about. But ite Herd Cloremes talk infeiront of 
my own people, because I have been in quite a few of 
this community meeting before, since 1971. I was in 
Fort. Smith. First time inviay (ere Ge wasn’ bc) mectanc. 
Leadership meeting. 

fifwas Gimnestiguy obenbucucght | 
up and do my speech. For a few minutes when I sat cown 
I didn't know I was shaking) almost “shake ‘to (preces), 

So eight newkhRrknow lots of my friends, people is 
looking at me, ready to jo6Ke withime. So that vuisethe 
bese sl cowkdisay forsmy "people: 

Thank you. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, sir. 











a ei i Baas 
a i a ‘ 
ishas etew sw .edt croted, ami. ant ie fr iat 


} 


odiom. g2oTasoRT tasmnasvon awa ttre eida teoiy iO 


Sis bas eu ovig bas au not ptig otrstl blues Saonoxeveg. 
Vs’ stiches ea be} fi aw 103 Yadnwoo Bt) elstee-~Lytdsaa3 
YawAGEN eff [to sbee eid 35 eu gs dons faut eit speeiees 
te ‘Jeq s200f-emo2 ,ybodemoes siAit seut «word woy , bas 


Sit, 932 o2 Ssxil binow = bas 


seU'SO Ste> SAst oF vit bes \ eu oF nstell, Jaemrievop- 
APO bay 1 OmA .obte ey nO en event dane nent tomss1 
bie) taox? ai thad om “4Ot OSred 2a'dt Joe -duods ALet.ot 
ee Wot 5s stivp mi -nssd eved I seusoed ‘nitiaible: eae 
aineey I bY Ri eonte vetoted paitoom ytinymmon esis 


accel vid ai @6w I stil wn ai omts sexta. dime, d20% 


, | ur -eaizoon qidersbesd 
aba ad of iy $ALE Bow By) Fay -):) ie 


Lv ae nese. Resunin wot 6 10'l .doeege ym sch Sa “oe 


teon(s .patisde aew:T wood w@MABRB I 


Eat at 20 e300 (MOaX I .wom arpin o8- i 





ene Ey 
nm ee ae ai alee sett 


-36c3 oAil, pnidzomoe 





la 
: 
‘te 
fe 
ie ik 
ol 
a gt 
aie: 
aaa 
: hbL- 
irisn 
‘hat 
Te 
| 
pet 
ie 
hos 


(es) 
fo 


5 5) 
AL EWE Si RE PORN Geli. see 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 

















l (WITNESS ASIDE) 

2 || THE COMMISSIONER: I think there 

B | are some others that want to speak tonight and I uncer- 

4 Stand that later on youyare Goinguto have wocance. 

5 Maybe we could stop itor five 

6 | minutes now and maybe some of those of you who were 

il going to say something could get together with the 

8 | Chiet “and Michael, Jackson and just decide. who as coing 

9 tO speak for the rest oL the time that we've got tonivent. 
10 |i And then agree when we will 
| stop and the dance can begin. We'll stop for five min- 
a UGes now cand then we'll go on. for a:whitenartter that, 
13) (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 
14 (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
15 | LHE COMMESS JONER: Ladies anc 
ie gentlemen, we will come to order again and hear more 
a of the statements that people want to make then. 
18 ME SCHARL LE? We have One | 
al fetter from Chieti Johnny hay ons he lemme rcrnine thes 
20 he's not feeling well. 
21 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, he 
29 was sworn yesterday. 
23 MR. CHARLIE: But he was 
2 pe | Sworn yesterday. 
25 TRB SCOMMIESS DONG Re Cention n i. 
26 SO Carry On then. 
27 | MR. CHARLIE: So when he 
23 finish speaking, he mention that he was going to come 
29 back today and talk about,something. else. And he sent 
30 a note in. So I have it here in my hands so I will 

| 
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readeaitfowk, 

THE COMMISSIONER: Please dc. 

CHIEF JOHNNY KAY, resumed. 

MR. CHARLIE: Thisaas 
letter. ofi Chiefadgohnny Kay, and it refers to Treaty 
Number) liljen9%2d . 

"Judge Berger, I would like tc 
tellovyoumaboutil92l Treatyopanty ..DTvam not feelancg toc 
welleitoday so I did not Bone: 

IndlanwAgent; Mr. Conrad came 
byagdasi boats, ifarstigas boat:idiisecen in my life. He 
Mandeday hiis thoat,. havea bigy flaguon wteyaThey.set up a 
big tent and they put a table’anmjyaits, Theysstant.palking 
about land and money. 

Jimmy Gaibiston. was) Wis, anter=- 
preter and he also gave Chief one flag and he talkec 
about preserve. He said no white man is going to cut 
one) tree onidte What a big lie he: told us. 

Now they put highway on it, 
now they want to put pipeline through it too. He said 
someday if they find mineral, oil, gold, we will 
get big money from it. Solifiwextake treatyimoney, 
no man will drive us around. 

Mr. Conrad said someday lots 
of white man will be coming ~round., iS0- bijwe stay near 
ereels, wei have: todputiebig sitiek twieth Gh.Dscon teas And 
near eddy where we set our nets. And if a white man 
comes whthisil JD Schewwilll notrbothen rand. -go .awey. 

White man, they do lot of 


damage to our land. We are concerned about our land. 
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Chief Johnny Kay 
Mary Kendi 


hie: 


We get. fish, meat and"we'trap ‘on *1ts” Tovmake our *livine 


DY Le . 


We don't want pipeline. They 


will make™“it “bad for*caribou’and all Tiving créaturés. 


Hunting, trapping “and = fishing “wiki be bade what waPrl 


our "Children cae. > 


And good luck, and God bless 


YOu*On™ your -trirp-toreldYCrow and@qoodbyes 4 Johnny (Kay, 


‘Senron. 


PHY COMMISSPONERS @Thank youd 


That wrlt-be marked as an exhibit. 


(LETTER OF CHIEF JOHNNY KAY MARKED EXHIBIT C-41) 


MR." FRANCIS: Judge Berger, I 


have one filed brief here, but the lady has to be sworn 


ieyewe olor is Very=snort I think it would make her 


happy. 


There-is*two of them there 


Side by side. We have brief from each. 


THES COMMESSTONER 2 FAG) rant, 


SARAHS EP RANGES +* VSWorn. 


MARY* KENDI: Sworn. 


MR. FRANCIS: (Wears tei iake. 


here is from’ the lady on myrignt here," Mary Kend. 


All of it is written to Judge Berger. 


lam happy (tom thevoouportuniey 


to see you here with us. Te ao 
imam™doing thrsson* behalf of my 
about what will become of them, 
big development starts. All my 


my children. Every spring I go 


hope you will help us. 
rami ly. — Peamewornued 
during and after this 
late, Il worked® hard £oxr 


out trapping’ ins the woods - 
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ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. Mary Kendi 
BURNABY 2, B.C. PaLanvrrancie, Ol. 
| Witha wheat) ditt lesT get ado my 
| best for them. If this pipeline goes through, what kiné 
| of life are we going to have? if ang Sune astewontit be 
4 any better, than it,is now, but only’ worse. This is 
5 why, ever since we heard about the pipeline, we are 
6 | afraid to even think of the future. 
7 Hex St not, onl yafox me .cpAll my 
7 friends feel the same way. We are worried about the 
9 | future of our children. We would like to see our chil- 
10 | dren and theirs, carry on the ways of our ancestors and 
1l| ourselves. 
12 | We don't want to be chanced 
13 ti into something we don't understand. If we must make 
14 | 





some changes, we don't want it through someone pushing 








MR. CHARLIE: "I am very happy | 


15) us into it. We must be given time to think and do it 
16 | Our Own way. 
17 | Andgtalkings with mye friends. 
18) I find a lot of them don't like, don't want the plpeline 
| from Prudhoe Bay to pass over our land. If anything 
20 | has to be done, we must have land settlement first. 
20 Otherwise we don't want anyone 
oe bothering our land." 
23 Thateismsigned Mnys* Many. Keyan 
o4 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
25 | veryy muchs 
26 | MR. CHARLIE: I have one here 
27) before me, Judge Berger, and it's a note reads fron 
28 Sarah Francis, Senior. 
29 | 

| 

| 
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Eves T MERoR nine Lie: pabehahrane Ls feSr . 

1) for your visit and I am also happy you are here to share 
| this little time with us. 

3 | This land is our land and 

4 iL wouldn,“t ewantto, losea good place as it is. 

5 Since my parents brought me up, we stayed in the bush 

6 | all of the time. Ever since I remember back, we live 
7 off the land and through that time, we were in the 

g | bush, we made dry meat with caribou meat. And dry fish 
9 from the fish we caught. 

10 | inisay to this hearing, it is 
14 that I would not like Sat the pipeline come through 
Nee my country. This winter my son stayed up in the moun- 
13 tain for two months and we shared a lot of good times together. We: 
14) stayed in close to caribou and we get meat wherever we 
15! want it. 

16 | The me asonyifor why 1 «don! + 

17, want the pipeline is that I don't want to see the young 
18 people of today with nothing, I want them to have 

19 something to be proud of as they were growing up. 
2%) TOLShE Stelle tor now, Mihamk you 
21 very much." 

22 | Ane. sheshask avpostscript heres 
23 "Here I have here an example of what we used to do when 
24,1 we live off the land, when my parents lived. And still 
25 | today we are doing it and the same." 

26 | Shey broughtwa littl ey bagvor 
27 dry meat here which she wants you. to “see. sAnd it's 
28 here before us. 

eX THE COMMISSIONER: Fine, well, 

aa aus we'll mark the two statements. 
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(STATEMENT OF MARY KENDI MARKED EXHIBIT C-42) 
(STATEMENT OF SARAH FRANCIS, SR., MARKED EXHIBIT C-43) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much.>Thatierveryy nice of you. Di Wome itart 
now, that would impolite. I will wait until we are 
finished. 

CHIBF iGHARLIHs- gi vnaver got 
a statement. Should William Nerysoo be sworn in? 

HE COMMIS STONER: Yes 
think so. What's his name? 

MR. CHARLIE: Oh , he was 
yesterday. 

THE ‘COMMISSTONER:s* Well, we 
will regard this as a continuation of his testimony. 
What was the name again, I am sorry? 

CHEE RVCHAREI EE: Mor Liwasd var 
Nerysoo, Senior. 


WILLIAM NERYSOO: kRKesumec. 


CHIEF: CHARLIE: The letter 
reads: 

fueeremenberm quise te Bear ly sabout 
thartyuyears:iprion sttosad 92ie when thei Treaty was signed. | 
tmithoses yveans fpmtor, to 1921, Lido not recall anyone 
having a tough time making? ala vameug Adds otlinhnes pecpileas 
were very independent, the Treaty party arrived here 
to give Treaty money. 

I remember very clearly the day 
the Treaty was signed by the Chief. Even that--I won't 


goo antes thats pant s-ool much ai Tl wad nnoniivusayethat the 
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1 Indian agent was, then told the Chief that the Government 
oe would take care of him always. 
| 
3 | i What the Indian agent saic 
ra that day, I believe now. I am saying this because the 
5 | government is assisting the Native people here in the 
6! north a great deal and in many ways. 
7 | Dimce thet day, ‘a great’ many 
s| years have passed until today with the aid of the 
9) government and the peoples is getting along. They are 
i 
10 | assisting all groups in the north and they seem tc be 
ity getting along quite well. 
12) From what I hear, the Serine 
13) is claiming all of the land in’ the Northwest ‘Territories. 
14 | And so are the Native peoples, Indian and Eskimo alike. 
13 | There are many hundreds cf 
| 
16 | children being raised in the Northwest Territory and 


they will increase substantially “inethecnextefifty 








| years, and as the population increase, so will the 
19) land area decrease. 
29 | And©ne-doubt’ av Lot of Southern- 
21| ers Will” becoming tothe north*and"= where will the 
22 | children go? For this reason, if the government give 
a the land to the Natives for their children in the eed 
24 | I will be very happy. 
25 | If the government allows the 
26. Natives to claim the land in the Northwest Territories, 
27! the Natives will not deliberately keep the white Seeset 
wes @yoh elope ay ah oe 
29 | The peoples that come in and 
30 |i work, to make their living will be welcomed by the 
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i Natives, whoever comes our way we will regard as a 

2 Prlendw sucht savbi¢ company such as oil or mining 

« wants to explore, they have to ask the Natives for 

4 | permission:-to do so. 

>| Pram notetalking. about *tthis 

6 | land for my benefit, but for our children and their 

| children for generations to come. 

8 || The government has assisted 

90 Che Inddalan sitsinee tho 2deaind: I hope they will continue 

10 | to do so. What I am saying here is that not Just for 
Ly tomorrow, I am thinking fifty to a hundred years 

12 | ahead. 

is | Whatever the Native people 

14 | Say, I hope the government considers this seriously 

15 | and hopefully agree with us. You are all gathered here 

I 
16 | and you are listening to us. 
i 

ea Itibhantw@ you’ fore hating 

18 | certainly welcome your visit to Fort McPherson. 
19 | Thank yous" Wi11%em Nerysoo,Sr. 
20 | THES COMMISS IONER TM ATIS% ent , 
21| that statement will be marked as an exhibit. 
22 (STATEMENT OF WILLIAM NERYSOO,SR., MARKED EXHIBIT te 
=| LHe COMMISSIONER: We can 
24 | carry on, I think until 11 o'clock, for another fifteen 
25! minutes. So anybody who wants to speak tonight should 
26 | Beelliveé todgorsight ahead) 

27 | JOHN BLAKE: Resumed. 
23) MR. BLAKE: Mr. Justice Bercer, 
29 | I have one item here to bring up and maybe after I've 
30 | finished this one here, maybe---I would like to ask the 
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| lawyers again one or two questions, they don't mind? 

>| On the matter of education 

3 | for our young people, for the pipeline project, I 

‘| understand the pipeline company are willing to train 

5 | Our young people for the work on the pipeline jobs. 

«| SO we want Our young people ta 
7) be trained right away. Ifhourgyoung people sara tncdt 

a | trained for the pipeline project, they will have no 

| jobs. Only the white people from the south and we don't 

! 

10 | Wank PCO pwawtirtod chong tfor this : 
Li | Could I ask the lawyers a 
12) couple of questions on this? 
13 | THE COMMISSTONER: *'¥és, certainly 
14 | Do you gentlemen want to return to that table with 

io the microphone? 
16! MR ABLAKE: Well, L would 

17 | like to ask you, how many young men have you trained 

i! 

18) from the Northwest Territories in the last few years? 
aa MR. WORKMAN: On the Nor-Tran | 
20 | training program, the number that are presently on tie 
sa progwanveadore lat, thes lastucount.4 And, they training fs 
2 goingeion: cont intially ; ht shast beens going*one"tor several 
23 years. 
24 | It takes possibly five years | 
oe to train people up to the top jobs.» Some have reached | 
ops. this level and are now training others on the program. | 
27 | But this-is ajcontinuing Ghingweahiivai ningswidlrqovon 

23 | as long as each individual wants training and is capable 
29) of receiving training. 

toa MReS BLAKE: WThe®o lv ivyouw have 
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2: said you trained up to date, how many have you on 
2/ the gobo at the present? 
31 MR. ELLWOOD: All of those 
4| 91 are on the jobs, on the jobs at present. I would 
5 | just add, Mr. Blake, that the number of trainees is 
6 | being expanded this summer, and again this fall. 
7 Through the Nor-Tran program 
_ | they are adding some 15 new positiongin construction 
9 | training this summer and I believe another eight posi- | 
y 
0 | tions® in Operationtis) trainings thas. falla 
11] MR tMBUAKESt, Looking back at 
12 | it now, I see the pipeline will be crossing somewhere between 
ot five and six miles below McPherson here. From McPherson 
14) alone you had--there was only two from McPherson went 
15 Out form tmMadnings JAnd’McPhersonhi istione jf the biggest 
i 
16 | settlements down the Mackenzie. 
17) And sSeeinga therpipel inies be 
13 | passing by that close, I think you should take maybe 
| 10, 15 from McPherson each year. | 
a5 That wold youn muys. cookout | 
31 | a few years ago, one is out on a job, one is back coe 
| 
22 | And that one of the camps'will bea few miles' out of 4 
23 | McPherson here. Where you are going to have your 800 
24 | men. Oubmofyiehaty00 Weouldyoutath least. havet 20 
oh Natives from here trained before the pipeline comes 
26 | through. 
27 | MR. WORKMAN: I am Surprised 
2g when you say there is only two that have been on the 
e255 training program from McPhersonsne Iidon *teinaves tne 


| 
| 
30 exact figures in front of me but I was of the opinion 
| 
| 
{ 
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l that there is more than that that have come from 

2 | McPherson. Now, the number that we can take in to the 
7 training program is limited, because all of those that 
7 are in the program have been guaranteed jobs by the 

5 | participating companies, regardless of whether the 

6 | pipelinewis built or not. 

7 Now, until we get word tnat 

3 | there issgoing to be a pipelinegReAnis pretty haga to | 
9 expand the program and still guarantee jobs for these 
ail people. We don't think it's a good idea to train people 
11} intesgauryobctbhatpisndtagoingstoe exist. 
12 | Weowant -topmake sugenthat 
13| when they have finished their training that there is 
ee goangotehbetapjobyior them. So once we do know that 
15) the pipeline is going to be built, then we can really 
te! expand, and will expand the training program. 
17) And Pypeanpassuseryousthat 

1 

18 | peopleswho want to get “this training from Fort MePherson 
a will have every opportunity to get onto the program at | 
20 | that time. Maybe Mr. Ellwood would like to add some- , 
21 thingato that? 
22 | MR. ELLWOOD: Well, I too am 
23 | Surprised that there are only two trainees from McPher-+ 
ce son. I thought there were more than that. BUI My 
25] understanding is that the Nor~ Tran people, particularly 
26 | Mr. Archie Drew , are now recruiting people for new posi- 
27| tions open this summer. And also looking for people 
23 | possibly in the fall. 
25 | If anyonethere: were interested 
30 inagettingtenmone ofethesettrarningipsograms, |— weulid 
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1] advise: them toncontactoecthe Nor-Iman itprogram in Inuvik. 
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~The person there 1s Ed. LéninyWortMitey would yet shold 

of him, I am sure he could arrange for them to be inter- 
viewed or to have their application, or to have Mr. Drew 
come around here. 

MR. BLAKE: How dong did. you 
Say it takes a person to be trained? 

MR. WORKMAN: I gave the 
estimate of five years to train a man to the higher 
level of jobs, say, in compressor stations. The com-_ 
pressomcstationicoperaton, (sayy iom gasiplantoperater. 
This is on-the-job training where he is trained to do 
each step of the job progressively until he is right 
up to the top level. 

THE. COMMISSIONER: ‘Well ;.tyou 
said you had 91 people on the Northerner Training Pro- 
gram. Were those 91 people from the Northwest Terri- 
tories? 

MR. WORKMAN: Yes. Actually 
the southern boundary of the area that we were looking 
atiwas Als think that theyecall it the Twenty-fifth 
Range Line, which is just©slightlybelow «the sixtieth 
parallel: 

THENVGOMMLSSGIONER: Well, of 
the 91 people, was it thoughWithat aliio:.9 bwould uncer= | 
jake five years of training? 

MR. WORKMAN: If they so 
desired to go on that far and were capable of-- 

THE '\COMMTSSIONBR:). Thatas, 


to train them to work on the pipeline after it is built, 
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and you have your 200 people running it? 

MR. WORKMAN: Yes, yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: And you 
need five years training to qualify for those jobs? 

MR. WORKMAN: Yes, to Gualify. 
£Ox theytopeagobs:s 

THE COMMISSIONER: . Well, of 
the 91 people, are they all in the program now? 

MR. WORKMAN: Yes. 


THE, ,COMMISSLONER: | Do, you 


i} 
| 
| 


happen to know how many are Native Indian or Eskimo, 
or Metis people, as opposed to white people? Have you 
any breakdown? | 

MR. WORKMAN: Mr. Ellwood 
just advised me that the last figure he got from Mr. 
Drew was 90 per cent Native, 10 per cent white. And 
by 10 per cent white, we mean white people that have 
been in the Northwest Territories for a good number of | 
years. 

THE, COMMISS LONER<..Wes,, Eerens 
erners are white and Native. | 

MR. WORKMAN: Right. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: L ast 
wanted to know. Any other questions? | 

MR: tBLAKEEN: Yoms Say wWitacdakes 
five years to train them. If you started building a 
pipeline today, just supposing, how long would it take 
before completion? 

MR. WORKMAN: Well, it would 


take--well, if we were to actually start digging the 
| 
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ditch today, it would take at least two years before 
the pipeline was completed to the Delta. 

MR DpMAKE = *Now;, you Say it 
takes five years to train a person and you say it takes 
two years to buiid a pipeline. **And “you “sard “you ‘can 
not, you didn't say you can not, but you say you have 
to wait to get a definite answer if you are going to 
build a pipeline. 

Okay, eri you "Gor "your vanewer 
today, and you put these people on the training for 
five years, they will finish three years after the 
pipeline is finished now. 

MR. WORKMAN: That is the Peed 
reason we wanted to get the pipeline going, or the 
training program going before we get the word, so that. 
we could have people well-trained as the pipeline was 
completed. 

We are not waiting to get the. 
word that the pipeline is going to go before we start | 


our program. We have already got 91 trainees well 


under way. : 

MR. BLAKE: It seems ridiculous 
for me, you said before that you had to wait to get 
a definite answer. 

MR. WORKMAN: Well, what I 
said there I believe was that when we get a definite 
answer, we will expand our training program to train 
people. in all vaspects of 12.) Buc in “the 
meantime we will certainly have a core of people being | 


trained to look after these initial jobs. 
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MRAb BLARE- Ge hianks a Giot. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we 
have time I think to hear from one more person before 
we stop. 

Well, it's almost eleven, 
maybe we will stop now. Let me apologize for being 
late; toni ght. lhe) Chiefs andmNezloColin cook) my stattf 


and me for a boat ride up the Peel River. 


We visited the old camp at 


1 
i} 


OceuForme andythescampy at, Ei ghteMid el Kandy weaweres veny 
interested to see the camps. i think some Jor you : 
know that when I visited the Mackenzie Valley last 
summer, I visited the camp that you have at the mouth 
of the Peel River, and spent a little while there. 

We'll adjourn. And I want you 
to know that seeing those camps, helps me to understand 
what you mean when you tell me how important the land 
is to you and your way of life. 

I wantato ladgourn then and 
we will start at one o'clock tomorrow afternoon. Yes? 

CHIEF aGHARLZLE: ifihave one 
short letter here from an old woman. 

THES COMMIGSIONER:A\Rinetr go 
ahead. 

CHIEF CHARLIE: It will take 
only a couple of minutes to read before you adjourn. 

LHE, COMMISSIONER: Certainly, 
go ahead. 

CULEBrCHARL IB: Maybe you have 


toosworei herein? 
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Mary Neyendo 


THE COMMISSIONER: Ohyiyes, 
would you swear the lady? 


MARY NEYENDO: Sworn. 


CHIEF CHARLIE: 


Ttigeadsso {Dear Mr. Berger, 
long ago peoples used to live good. Today it's not 
PikeVthaiveelSamean.-old womanvlUstadl Tthink of4amy 
grandehiidréen®and théiritutire. ©2 don’t want thus 
Gountry to®be destroyeav! “iywould like to see the coun- 
EY Ve-co, De he wayrit. Ts 

No more game we cepend on 
wialadtguftesgnit wild betay longetimennows thated&.s been 
a long time now since the government has been after 
us that the peoples still say no. We don't want to 
divest tip.y Give sup: ours land. 

Although the oil companies 
is destroying it. If we’getimoney,-at won't) @o° very 
fax © SOAGhank you. This is Mary Neyendo.” 

THE—COMMISS LONER: Aan ke wou . 
That statement will be marked as an exhibit. 

(LETTER OF MARY NEYENDO MARKED AS EXHIBIT C-45) 

CHIEF? CHARLIE: AWison. Ri, 
Berger, before you adjourn the meeting, that the whole 
afternoon we have some teenager girls cooking in the 
home ec, they say they are going--which is for coffee 
and tea tonight. 

So I» think they got everything 
pretty well ready. Except for the coffee, they got 


some juice and the reason they are doing this, they 
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1 want to see the dance tonight. And we hope you will 

2 | stay for the dance too. Thank you. 

; ; THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 
4 | could I say that-tomorrow at 

: one o'clock we will start again and Mrs. Sarah Simon 

6 | will show some more slides then. So if we all come 

a at one o'clock tomorrow afternoon, we will see sore 

a more of those slides. I certainly enjoyed Mrs. 

2 Simon's slide show last night. So we will start 

10 | again at one o'clock tomorrow. 

7 We will go along until 

12 | five or six, and then we will come back at 8 o'clock 
a tomorrow night. And carry on as long as we can. 

14! I*m happy to carry on late into the night. I have 

a gotten used to staying up late since I got to McPherson, 
16 | so I am ready for anything. 

i) Yes, Mr. Ttsi. 

ae ME. IFSEs Can youw start 

19 | ae 10 o'clock? 

20 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we 
21] Can start at 10 o*clock in the morning. JF don"t know 
| how the people feel about that. It's okay with me. : 
23 | But we might find that people would be a little tired. 
24 What do you and the members 

25 | of the Council think, Chiet? 

26 || CHIEF CHARLIE: Well, 10 

27 | o*clock sounds all right. But this morning at 10 o"cleck 
33 | was hardly anybody around. So-- 

29 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I 

30 | think we-- 
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CHEEE CHARDIE: "YOU -are).going 
to start--you are going to stay late tomorrow night. 
SOmit. Swokayrat, one, ofclock:. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, let's 
start at one o'clock and we'll stay late tomorrow 
Maier. 

Tomorrow morning I am going 
to visit a lady who is ill and who wants to say some- 
thing CO Me. “And sl wihid go: upmehere. ini the: morming. 

So we'll adjourn *until one: o'clock then. And thank 
you very much for the dry meat, and I am going to share 
it with my staff, who need some good food. i 

So we will see you tomorrow 

at one. We will see you at the dance. 
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“ Fort McPherson, N.W.T. 
3 

Fi (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT AT THE 
s HOME OF LUCY VANELTST) 

LUCY VANE ici o.,. sworn. 

a (Interpreter, JIM 

7 | SITTICHINLI, resumed.) 
8 THE COMMISSIONER: you 
Re tell me whatever is on your mind. 

10 THE INTERPRETER: I am 
hal just explaining to her about your visit, Judge, how 
1P youare going about this Inquiry, that you are travelling 


ip all over, especially the Mackenzie Valley, that you 


14 || are looking into what the people have to say about 





15) this pipeline. 








1% A She was born in 

~ November 1902 and soon after she was born her mother 

18 left her so she was raised by her grandmother. In 

19 that way she never had no chance to go to school. She said 


20 that she had two uncles and they had very important 

79 jobs in the early,days. They both worked at the 

ONS, beginning of the police patrol that used to come 

oy) from Dawson to here and they both were very important 
24 people. 

25 | She was married in 1919 and 
ee she remembers very well in 1921 “when the treaty was | 
ps Signed.) »tThey put Up -aubig @tent might out on “thei mud 
Jeu) Dar, “there used to be a big mud bar right outside 


29 the Hudson's Bay, that is where they put up a big 





30 tent and everybody was gathered there with Mr. My 
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Conrad, and that is where the treaty was first 


Signed in 1921. 


| She saw from in the 


back’ row that they had a big table there and they 
| were crowded around the table and she saw there was 


av tot of @money~on the table.” She said’ hee uncle 





| Chief Julius’ was’chief at that time and he knew 


that and seen so much money there he wanted to 


| know why they were going to give them the money. 


He wanted to know first of all before he would 


take it. 


done was to get up and shake hands with the Chief 
and he says this is what the Queen or the King 1s 
doing with you with this money, to shake hands with 


you with this money. By the Queen doing this you 





will never be lost. This was the agreement by 


Shaking hands. 


while he was still holding hands with Mr. Conrad the 





Chief said he really wanted to know how it was going 


| can't be moved, so that is the way that you and your 





} people are going to be in the future." He Said that 
is the agreement that was made at that time. After 
he come to understand a bit of what Mr. Conrad oe 
doing with him, he finally agreed to take what was 


there fOr him $6 that is how he took the money and 


. | before then it was that the first missionary came. 








| Ane fare thing Meo conrad 


When he was shaking hands, 


to be if he would receive the Money... (Mre. Connac: told 


him, "You see that big black mountain down Chere. 65 ce 
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They didn't understand too much at that time, but 
they were beginning to get baptized’ that time. 

This was quite a while 
before then, so after the missionary had come and 
the people believed in the missionary work, and 
then this is old Chief Julius, he also worked 
with the mission and at the same time he was a 
chief for the people. 

Well, since then, because 
he done this good work with the people, he thought a 
lot of the people and during that time they used 
to -= people used to send their children to Hay 
River School. It was quite a distance from here 
and he didn't quite agree with that so he asked 
if the Government would put a school here for the 
people and he said it is through him that today we 
have a school here and that is the reason why they 
call the school Chief Julius School. 

THE” INTERPRETER: I am 
just trying to explain what she should say, because 
She wants to talk more about what happened in the 
past many years ago, and that is what she was telling 
her and we want to get more of what is going to come 
in the years to come. That is her daughter and she 
also has children now, so in that way we also look 
forward. 

A Now she is in the past. 
she says we had lots out of this country. Everytime 
people go out hunting or fishing, whatever they 


get they share with everybody and in that way everybody 
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: is happy. Now today she says we hear about on this 
2 pipeline, well, as older people we are beginning 
3 to worry about it, how a1t is going to turn out “= 
ea Not for us old people, but for our younger generation. 
> We worry about what is going to happen to our 
6 land. 
"| She says she always listens 
to the radio and she is following up the news of the 
7 Inquiry and she also hears lots of names of the 
i country mentioned. She says she knows all about it | 
Uh and today she think about it and what is going to 
- become of all the good country that was in the 
_ one time. What is going to happen from now on in 
.) the future. Is that the only place that a pipeline 
15 Gould be put in? 
16| THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
~ there are some other places that have been suggested, 
si so if you feel that it should go somewhere else 
- and not past McPherson under the Peel River, you . 
= can say that. 
mc A She says last 
ee year she went out to Tuktoyaktuk for the Northern | 
sid Games and on her way she seen a lot of good country, 
ad a lot of empty country. She says why don't they 
saa put the pipeline around in that part where there 
zh is nobody. She says she don't like it. to 
a cross the river too close to town here. She says 
28 


she tod doesn't agree that the pipeline should be 


B.C. She went out there to visit last year, two years 


coming in, She says she has a daughter around 
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1 ago and she seen a lot of people on that visit and 
| 
2 | the people that she seen out there, the native people, 
3 | don't live the way they used to live one time ago and 
4 she seen them that they don't feel too happy about 


5 the way they live today. 


6 | That is the reason why 

fig these older people nowadays as they mentioned, many 

8 of them, that they don't want the pipeline to come 

9 through, that is the way they respect the land they 
10 | have been living in for many years and they are 
1l| very happy the way they live and because of the pipeline 
12 | coming in and many people coming in, they won't feel 


G3 happy as what they have been in the past. 











cai Now she says that is 
| 
15 | about all that I would like to let you know, Judge 
16 Berger, and she says that she wants to thank you all 
De? very much for your visit and for listening to the 
18 people of what they have to say to you. 
PS THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
20 thank you very much, Ma'am, and what you said has 
2) been written down and I will be able to keep it 
22 SO that caniread it) again and See. that ws won t 
23 forget what you have told me. 
a (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 
ar (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
ae THE COMMISSTONER »» “Weare 
ai in session again, ladies and gentlemen, and Mrs. 
28 | Simon is continuing with her slide show. 
a SARAH SIMON, resumed. 
30 
| 
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| THE COMMISSIONER: Feel 
: mr CEMtOenove:=costhetGnalre in the front’ lrl you ive, 
: the people standing at the back, feel free to come 
4 co*the *iront. 
| A This picture that 
2 you see on that screen now is on New Year's Day, 
7 | we were dancing in the community hall. The first 
3 couple you see is Abraham Francis and myself. The 
| next couple is James Simon and Laura Thompson and 
| the next one was Fred Firth and Mrs. Blake, but they 
11} are behind and we couldn't see Fred, and this is 
12) what we call duck dance, and, boy, we enjoy ourself 
13 there. 
lay This is in Aklavik, the 
15 | same year I think, and this house we used to call 
| the Peffers(?) a good restaurant, and Eskimo do 
17, their dances there. You could see John 
18 dance with RFskimo right there, and that woman is 
ak Margaret Cognee (?) and maybe Victor Allen knows 
29 | this other woman. 
21] Thi ses ain Akay yk rh 
22 those days, across the river there, where they callec 
23 it the yudson Bay Channel, there Eskimos used to land 
24 there and pitch up their tents there, some houses 
25 there too, and you see the Eskimos those days with 
260 al lpot? theimbaig ‘boats'with big motor in Gt” and’ they 
a7 come up -- and: theycome up right after the ratting 
oe and some of them remain there for the summer. Look 
— | how nice Eskimoused to live too. 
a This is in Aklavik. This 
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Bi is . the church and Austin's Cathedral used to 

2 be and this is how they used to go to church. This 

3 is an ordination service, I think, but I don't really 
4 remember, and you could see Jim Edward right there, 

> Jim Sittichinli, Mr. Gibson, Reverend Gibson, and 

6 | Bishop Marsh and Mr. Jones and Mr. Shepherd you could 
7) just see his bald head there, turn around, and 

8 again John Doe as he is the usher in the church 

9| and behind there is the choirs girls from here and 

10, qirls from Eskimos. 

Li This isin) thesame builaing, 
12] that they're still dancing. 
a And this is your old town, 
14 | McPherson. All these buildings, the Indians, the mens 
15 | buisdd, them for themselves, it is, their’ own buildings 
ce and all done away with now and used to be so good 

17| up this -- there's their church and there is their 

18 community hall, that white building there, and this 

19 is what they mean -- that the Hudson Bay got the 

20 highest spot in the town yesterday, that's where 

21 they are way up there, and they start moving us and 

22 moving us and finally we -- they moved us into 

23 Marsh Lake way up there where it is swampy and dirty 
24 | place,and so far forsus to) goutorchurch and’ the 

25, Same with store, we have to go walk to store and 

26 my,people cannot even have taxi of their own! and it 

27 is always hard. This morning I had a hard time 

28 packing my little groceries home, the way it is 

29 now. 








That .1siin the same 
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community hall. This is in our community hall and 

the ones that are doing jig, as you seen yesterday, 

people jig, it's Herbert Blake and that old lady 

is Harriet Stewart, they are dancing jig and you 

could see the people sitting around on the floor and 

that dance was on a such cold day, so they all 

have their parkas on, sitting on the floor watching. 
And this is one of the 

community feasts. Everybody sat on the clean ground 

there as you see it and we are all enjoying our 


feast and the mens serving. 


This is one, .oOf the barges ther 


came when the channel is beginning to change. They 
had to land a little bit below down William Firth's 
place. 

This is right down below 
from Hudson Bay, is right down below. There was a 
nice little creek running below here and you could 
see the hill is so different today and we used to 
land here right after the ratting, we used to land 
right here and right up here. Everybody packed ines 
belongings up on their back, nobody bothered about 
truck or anything to help them, we just packed every- 
thing up to our houses and we are still very, very 
happy doing that, and then soon bulldozers came 
around and they made the road on the side of that 
hill and now you can see that hill is not the 
same anymore. 

And £his Lsy anythe 


winter our church, we have fire in it whenever we are 
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going to have church service, we have fire, wood, 
we're burning wood in this church, and yet it is 
comfortable. 

This is a day after 
Easter. We had a woman auxilliary meeting in the 
mission house and after we came out we done so well 
and we were very, very happy with all our older 
people here so we had the picture taken. This one 
Standing first with pink parka on is Mrs. Elazabeth 
Kunizzi. She is still here. The next one is Mrs. 

Anne Blake, she is gone, and the next one is Louisa 
Snowshoe and in behind her that woman laughing and 
Smiling so Hard, that wus wucy Vaneltsr, and then 

in tront 1S "Ot course, iS Harriet Stewart, sso 

happy, she's laughing, then behind her is Mrs. Edith 

Kaye one 18 Still Ziving/ anda then there, is that 

one smiling showing her teeth, that is Sarah 

and then the next, in the front, that nice looking 

Old lady is Jim Edward's mother, Mrs. Edward, and | 
the next one of course is me. 

And’ this is one of the 
barge came in, I think, even in those days even how 
what time of the night boat arrived, everybody rushed 
there to watch and this is where the people are 
watching the boat. 

Now, this is well-known 
people. Ihis old lady. is stil. ‘Living, but the 
OLG Man 1S Gone, THiS 15 O10 “Robert —~ Cl Rovert George 
and Mrs. Robert, and that little girl way behind there 


that” is ~“ Mary “Kay.” And ‘this “is “their own hhouse’ which 
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1| he built and they lived happily in there,the most 

2 happiest couple that I remember is these old people, 

3 and their daughters and their sons are sitting in 

4 | here watching them. 

, This is one of the 

6! barge again, Pelican Rapids, land right here. This 

i is the beginning of a bad landing down here, so 

J they're going further down land every time they 

7 come up. 

10 | And this*is your’old town 
11 again. The same as the one we see before, I think. 
12 | ANI’ CnLS AS in our old 
13 | church, up in the chancel and that was the first 
14 moosehide with beadwork on we had made for our 

15 | church, and those hangings also beadwork on it and 

\| 

Ber it is a moosehide given by one old woman -- that old 
“4 blind woman that you seen in the picture yesterday, 
ll the top is that’ real nice, 
19 | white, mooseskin she gave ~-- or donated for this work 
| and the background of this beadwork was again the 
21 | moosehide given by one woman and all the beadwork done 
ee by the old womans -- the womans of the womans auxiliary. 
23 Now these days we call ourself A.C.W. Anglican Church 
AI Women, and they -~ this, everything, the beads, all 
a the beads was given by Abraham Alexei, $15.00 worth 
“| of beads, those days beads don't cost very much, and 
idii| it took us long time to make it, but it is there and 
2) now since Aklavik lost their church, everything was 
39 | 


lost there, we gave it to our bishop, retirement gift, 


oo US |lCU WWE WQave “t- to him ‘todo whatvhe pleased: with it .-' He's 
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i given it to the new church that is to be built in 
2 | replace of that old one burntidowns iSo the’ siin 
| Aklavik now. We gave it away, but we-have made 

4 | another one just like it. It's in our church 

S down here. 

6 | Andetiisiays the 





7 | grave of the Lost Patrol, 1911, that big cross, and 














8 | the cement covered on it, and the chain, that's 

9 | four police and this other grave is Mr. and Mrs. 
10 John Firth, have one graveyard on them, and we used 
| to keep our grave very clean and tidy all the time, 
12 and it's not like that anymore now. 
13 Thisi kis; at this }woran 
14 | holding baby, that's Mrs. Spori, the game warden we had 
15 | here one time, Mrs. Spori, with her baby and the 
16) next one is Mrs. Meet, Corporal Meet's wife, and 
17 | the next one is Barbara -- I forgot the name. 
18 | And this is the school 
BUS) children, the school children. You could see James 
20 Herbert over there amongst the children, and some of 
21|| them are Eskimo children, taken in Aklavik. 
tha Now you see all these 
3 fishes right in town here, right behind my house. One 
4 time one summer John Robert and Mr. Spori I think, 

| 

353 they are killing so many ee of; vyeara rn, Jali, 
26 and they asked me to make dry fish for them, so 
27 | they bring a big tub full of fish every morning and 
28 I cut them behind here and I dry them and after 





| 

29 | its dry they take them home, and they share it 
| up with me. This is how we used to live, making dry 
| 
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fish even right in town here. Now we can't do that. 

This is in the wintertime, 
and this is a sled trail we have and that's Chief 
Julius house. 

And this Vs the picture, 
you seen one of it, you seen yesterday, and this is 
one of the two and this is on that lake back here and 
mm geacning stnis girl Now to set strap =— rat. trap. 
reve nite .ebastian, . tiink,..and myself there. --— 
Maybe I was a good trapper training somebody for 
trapping. 

This is Laura Thompson 
Gleaning fish. Lf think 1t is taken at mouth of the 
Peel. 

This is how we used to 
issue the ration to the old people, just to 
the needy people, whoever need it, and this is 
howowe used to .do it. sTnis Jittle house 1s just 
half broken down, and the panks is still standing 
up, every time I see it I always remember those 
Vearse This. 1S5..Lucy Rat (2) bucys Rat (3) she already 
Got her little ration whichis thet little piece of 
salt pork, bacon anda tin of baking powder, and maybe 
few pound of lard -- tallow, not lard, but tallow, 
and I don't know -- that little bag of beans, that 
is what she got in her bag, but she left her 24-pound 
flour in the house here and she is going to come back 
and get it, and there is Mrs. Blake coming for hers 


LOO. 


And this is in Aklavik. before! 
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i : : 
they moved over to Inuvik, this is how it looks. 
2 
That is the church with the 
3 : ; 
| tower there and the other one is hospital, I think. 
4 | : 
! This is the same picture 
-S 
5 again. This is the same barge as before. 
i 
iI 
on Now, this is one classroom 
7 il . 
| day school. You seen the other time part of it. 
3 | opria api 
The first/ sitting is Catherine Blake and the next 
| 
9 | ; a 
| One 1s Frank Firth, and the rest maybe you could 
“i just recognize yourself there, but this one was just 
dis 
lots of pretty hair narette - on iS Plprence Peterson, 
12 | 
| Pech nike 
13 | ae 
\ This is our teacher's 
14 | “oy 
! small Living room. 
57) . . ; 
This one is some girls 
16 | ; 
i around from here with their teacher there. You could 
17 | ie | 
see Mary Effie Snowshoe there talking to teacher or 
18 i 
} rrrend 7-™I Sdern ‘st tknow, sand thecnext oneawis Minnie 
i 
9 | 
Francis, and then the other girl is -- I think it 
! 
20) 1 ' 
“| ISpffie RObertySe+ MaybéoMaryk»ESfie.is.not in 
21 | 
| here, but maybe Charlie snowshoe sees his wife there. 
ae | 
| This is that teacher's 
a3 Pads 
Mving room," that-s her best chair, that is why she 
24 | 
' took the picture. 
25) : 
This) 1s"oene of, the 
26 | . 
| planes. You see Mr. pevin thenemonsthe dock. leaving 
27 | 
| McPherson. 
28 | ere 
| This is the same plane 


leaving. 


30 ; . : 
ae, This VieseuwAbrahnam.Fnancis . 
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ve Heabuidtetthis housewit 1s Still standing up there 

2 | in town. He built this house his own way, with 

a just axe and saw, that is all he had and he built 

4 it here and then just when he moved in we took a 

>| picture of it and in those days when a man built his 
el house, when it take him years and then when he finished 
7| completed, and the first day they move in they come 

8 | and ask the minister to come and have prayers in 

9 his house so that his house will be Peace ruil ea va 

aa good home. So when he moved into here we had service 
LL in his house first before he stayed there. 

‘ And this little boy you see is one of the Mactan 

ifs boys. Now they are not that small. 

| Now this is -- this 

- picture is taken in Aklavik. One time we Stayed one 
year in Aklavik in 1971 ana ara we had a Christmas 

17 | party, just womans and without letting my womans know 
‘ Chat. Dam going to do some dancing, I went into another 
4 room and I put these old costumes on and I came in 

20 | and sing for myself, I don't know what song I sang, 
4 but I sang anyway and danced. It was so funny. 

22 | That is one of the teachers 
23] there, Mrs. Watson. 

- And this is up in the Yukon. 
25 | from Old Crow -- from Dawson to Old Crow the boat named 
26) pa inetorm" brings the freight every year. Some good 

a] years they make three trips, some good years they even 
<8 | make four trips and some bad year, low water Ona 








a? they make two trips, and this is one of the Cripsathat 


a they're making. Somewhere up the Yukon River and there 
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: are beautiful rainbows. My friend took a picture and 
+s later on she sent it to me. 
“3 THE ‘COMMISSIONER: Thank 
: you, very much, Mrs. Simon. 
>| (APPLAUSE) 
8 (WITNESS ASIDE) 
7 THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies 
| and gentlemen, I think some others have things they 
7 want to say, so just go right ahead. 
10 | Miss Hutchinson, there is a 
I) lady here to give evidence. | 
4 ANNIE GEORGE, sworn. 
1341 (Interpreter, Mr. Eranc.s) 
wal THE INTERPRETER: Mr. Berger, 
el I have a brief -- a very short note from this little 
a lady here. 
17 | "Mr. ‘Berger, 
vas I am now old and there is no one 
19 | older than mein Fort .McPherson. 
20 | Animals that look after their young in 
51 | dens or nest are like me looking after 
49 her children’and grandchildren. I am 
ei scared for my relations when I hear 
ll about the pipeline coming through. I 
at pray to God every day so the pipeline 
26 | won't come through." 
57 From Mrs. Annie George. 
8 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
Aon YVOUSVery MUCh, Wa'am. That. statement will be marked 
permanent 
30 | as an exhibit and form part of the/record of the 
——aae 
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BAN ER Y pites- Mary Francis 

1 Inquiry. 

2] (LETTER OF ANNIE GEORGE MARKED EXHIBIT C-46) 

; (WITNESS ASIDE) 

4 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 

5 you very much, ma'am. 

6 | There-is another “Lady ei 

7 think who is ready to proceed with her statement. 

J MARY FRANCIS, sworn. 

9 | (Interpreter, Mr. Charlie) — 
1 | LHE INTERPRETER +4.Her 
ll name.is Mary, Francis. 

12 | A First Oolsallel would 

13 like to, say, how, glad_.J_am to, see you, sitting here 

4! With,us.to discuss,oun concern,.with.you...The chief 

ei and the council and all who are on one side here, 

16 | Tsaw happy that;they are«all ,here.too, 

17 1 Was;)borniin the Yukon 

| and from_there I came_into McPherson. , This,is where 

i 

19 | my mother-in-law stayed with me. 

oi In 1926 at that time she 

1 | said she was sixteen years old. From that time, 

xy she says, I have been living in McPherson. She 

231 remembers the time when the Queen -- I mean, the 

24 Chief told.the -- my mother that time when the 

el chief spoke to my mother, he told her that we're 

idl going to accept treaty money and we want you to 

pap take treaty, money too. 

311 At that time when they 

29 | Ssaid"treaty money’ she didn't even understand what 

30 | treaty meant. After they received the treaty money 
— 
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ie Wes each peace Mary Francis 
they used to have an Indian agent come down and 
2 pay out treaty at that time. She was married before 
3] and her husband was interpreter for this Indian 
4) agent. 
> At that time I remember 
6 my husband was interpreter for his people. At that 
7 time that Indian agent told the people, never 
3 give up your land. There is a time coming and 
2 always that your younger children will be living 
10 off the land and how long he sat there all the time 
| 
mn She said her husband was interpreter and many Vearse 
12] It was long time, this was set and I still remember 
13] that. At that time she remembers the Indian 
| agent told her husband that the white people will 
| be coming and they will be cutting timber off your 
L6 | land. And now today we see a white person come into 
17 Lots country and at as not dong, he takes Oil which 
13 way he wants to go, around there, he do what he 
19 likes. 
| But at's forty years since 
| her husband died, and since that time -- during that 
22 | time she puts her house there and she has to pay 
24 for that land. If there is white people around and 
24 if there is no room, they are going to take it 
| faway LrOm you. “And she Le diaving sa Itt le part 
26 | time job and little money she's earning, she said, 
e7 | how much they want me to pay for it, that much I 
ae pay for it. And how many made aispeech since the 
2? Inquiry started and how many said I don't want 
2 Pipeline. She said she agree with that and she is one. 
; 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Mary Francis TG? 

| that don't want to see that come. 

2| After they make that 
3| pipeline, she said,. what we going to have from 

1 that? This is one reason why I really don't want 
- | pipeline come through my land, and some of the 

«| words that I remember and this is what we were 

7 | told, a treaty Indian would be looked after and 

3 | would not be chased around any place where he 

4 don’t want. to go. 

10 | Now today has come we 
11] pee ail what 1s one on.our land. tong ago, avo that 
| time, she says, it's about from hostel on that main 
13 road, down that way, is where the people used 

14 | LO live and that was real nice ground, she says, 
15 | and afterwards they start giving us houses, they 
te put us further south this way and it was pretty 
= mushy over there and muskeg and it is wet ground 
oe and she said, putting houses there she figures she 
19 was about the first one -- that they put her house 
20 | there, That ground was so wet she said she had 
eae | to hire one person who had a tractor and something 
3 | to haul gravel with. She-hired him and she hauled 
ast gravel. She said she altogether got seven loads 
ay Of shell for that place, and she said she kind of 
25 | sympathize me so she charged me only $5.00 a load. 
26 | That is where my house was put, and she says that 
27! She De still paying tor thatelot vet. 


28 | And this is how we are 
29 | bid treated, mow it 16 that way ald the time. 
30 | Now, One other thing she 
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in ae Mary Francis 
George Vittrewka 1168 
| said the time and after she was married, around that 
2 | time she said she remembers some of these young 
| 

3 boys and girls who are here today, they were small little 
4 children and they are grown up now and they are 

5 chief “and ™council™and they 're*talking™fer their 

6 | people like they used to do. 

| Some of the speeches 

3 that were presented to you, she said, people told 

9 | you about how the game is and how it will be and 

10) all this, she said. You already heard enough on 

| Ghat so” l wouldn "G “Say Tothing avout. tna. 
12) Tires 1s all Ihave t6 
134 say and thank you very much. 
My THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
15 | VOU Very -Mucil; “ma "am. 

i 
16 | (WITNESS ASIDE) 
17, CHIEF CHARLIE: Mr. 
18 | Berger, I have one old man given me a letter here, 
13} does he have to be sworn in? 
20 | the COMMISSIONER. “Yes. 
2 GEORGE VITTREWKA, sworn. 
ae Cult CHAR@IP..,. lire 
23| Ietterrreada: 
24 | "My name is George Vittrewka, senior. 
25 | I am very happy to see you here in our 
7 town and I would like to say a few words 
27 Nyserr “what lve “qot "or my manta. “l odor-t 
28 | want to ‘see our land go like I put a handful of 
29 | dry mud one side and a handful of money on 
S30 the other side and count Yt and “we “will 
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| Enow, how muchyi to will pe ot owe put fire to 








; 

2 | the mud. It will never burn, but the money 

3 | will burn, Mr. Berger. We live on our land 

4| that's why we live. We hunt for fine fur, 

5| caribou, moose, fish. If they happen to 

é | put the pipeline through is it everything 

7 won't be the same. I don't think so when 

g | they were through with bunch of tractor and 

9 | bulldezer sone time it, sure spoil. lots ¢f land, 
id creeks and lakes. If the pipeline comes 

| 

11j through we could tell if the water is clear or 
12 | dirty. We really make a good use of our 

13) caribou, we use the meat to eat and the skin anc 
id) the leg part we use for mukluks. We wear it when it is 
13 60 or 70 below. So for this please help us 
16 | and we are going to hear you sometimes through 
17 | the radio like we hear what went before you. 
18 | Come down here, this is all I say to you. 
19 | Out on the preserve there is one lake named 
20 Neyendo Lake, that is named after my mother 
21 father, and about 25 miles up the Peel River, 
ge | one creek named after my father named Vittrewka 
23 Creek. “his Neyendo Lake we use it for fish 
24, and Vittrewka Creek good many people move 

25 | Phreugh that wolace, tOveeay for fenevrus and .also for 
26 | Sarioow Wnt). iSO jel ie sal Sb eam Say tO you 
27 | so goodbye and good luck. 60 VWounstran to. Old 

28 | Crow and wherever you go with your staff," 
coe From George Vittrewka, senior. 

30} THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
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very Much, sir. That statement will be marked as 
anexha bet and’ forma part™of the permanent record 

OPM Te “Prep. ye 3 

(STATEMENT OF GEORGE VITTREWKA MARKED AS EXHIBIT C-47) 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

MR. CHARLIE: The one 
letter here was handed to us yesterday morning, it 
Was-"Sent” to" us, and” the person wno Sent it he 
said that’ ne: had, his’ throat was pretty Sore so 
nereouran © read Lo, so Ne sent’ 1c £O Us ana we have 
to swear him in before we can do it and he is not 
here. 

tne COMMISSIONER: He 
is**n*town though? 

MR. CHARLIE: Yes, he lives 
Ene rowl. 

THE: COMMISSIONERS Bat 
he is just home not feeling well? 

Mew tAmiony = Olay of 
think he is walking around, so -- 

THE. COMMTSS LONER: ee 
whenever he comes along and you see him, we will 
Swear him in and then we can read that. 

On, yes, Mr: Simpson. 

MR, SIMPSON: I have a 
statement by Vary Effie Snowshoe and she iS right here 
ME Vou could swear Rer wis 


MARY SNOWSHOE, Sworn. 


MR. SLMPSON: 
"Mr. Justice Berger, 


We would like first to welcome you 
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to the settlement of Fort McPherson. 

Young and old people of this community 

have expressed their views and after 

two days they have opposed the construction 

of the prpePine?®’ During the P950"s-+the 

DEW line was constructed. This DEW 

line was constructed for the security 

of the people of North America. Although 

the Government of Canada and the Government 

of the United States jointly built the 

DEW line financially, they both ignored 

the security of the Native people of the 

North both*economically- “and socially. 
During the starting phase of this 

construction Of the various DEW line 

sites, the Native people were employed 

after which highly technical trained 


personnel were brought in from the south. 


At the time of this brief we question you. Mr. 


Berger and the representatives of the 
pipelinelconsortium>, (what is progress? 
You will realize that progress in the 
white man's definition is not necessarily 
of the Nake iveM peoples 

We will now go BxCRIEG the DEW line. 
After the completion of the DEW line the 
majority of the Native people wre laid 
OFf Ye’ Today "the4mayor orf *compantes -are 


eating of major “construction of the pipeline 


where 500 employees will be involved and after 
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f the construction of the first phase 
they will bring Gn again the highly 
technical trained staff to take over. 
k We ask these companies are they prepared 
to compensate the Native people. We have 
heard of drinking problems and crime 
rate. Are we to sit back and let this 
happen to us? What has happened to 
our brothers in the south and our 
Eskimo brothers. We believe that 
| development or progress is when the people 

decide on their own future and for 

their ohGed den: sichutume. 

We now question the validity of 

ee thei hearing, thick it mnother ofmetne 
Government's window dressings, or is 
it an era when the democratic system 


willy come backa+to rthe people? 


In conclusion, tsim, wmiktbhough, add 
the views of - the Natives may seem on 
the negative attitude, those same 
t 
views are very positive towards the 
| protection of; our cubLbure « enweronment ,; 
! ance Most (6 mel lg pia ighs: ut oe gover 
| development of our lives. 

Thank you." 
THE COMMI SS LONBRs Thank 

yOu svenyimuch,imiaama jEhatistatement should, be 
marked. 


| 
| (STATEMENT OF MARY SNOWSHOE MARKED AS EXHIBIT C-48) 
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Peter Thompson 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: =I 


take it that you will let me know when you think that 
you want to interpret something, is that all right? 

We have a witness to 
swear. 


PETER THOMPSON, sworn. 


(Interpreter, Mr. Charlie) 

THE INTERPRETER: Mr, 
Berger, this is Peter Thompson. 

A He says, I am an 
old man and I lived from way back. This. month 
his age is 82 years old. What is showing on the 
wall to our left here how big a country you see us 
Older people long ago when we go around there we 
made our-living,.on that. .At that time, he says, 
people, old people like me, they used to live in 
McPherson while the younger people go in the bush, 
he said, they were very poor. 

At that time they never get 
much help. The year 1921 was when the people signed 
treaty. .From):that. time it is now 54 years. At 
that time the man's name was Mr. Conrad and he 
laid down some rules which were a promise to us. 

And before the Chief signed treaty the Chief 

asked him, "You're going to give us that money means 
you are going to take this land away from us?" and 

he told him, "No," and he said the way you have 

been making a living on it before, that is the 
way you are going to still carry Be 
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hunting ground and good place for fishing, he said 
he told him, they can set up a post and put a 
marking on it, I.D., that Mr. Conrad told him 
Straight from now on you people will be well 
looked after. you will cet free hospital and he said 
that the Government will look after you good and 
you people will never get stuck. 

And now us older 
people we're all pensioner now. We are all very 


thankful for that, and this land here, we understood 


ui 


LBaWaAe Our land, but stiil most of us... we didn't 


understand. We were never told that it was cur 


wt 


land. Now, with schooling and our younger childrer 
an@ seltang ya littles,education, they heginning to 
EpGeretanGythat Cibo ss ther. lands. And at vis 
only now that we are clearly understanding that 
LiwLSPOur \land, 

And he said, hefore 1 
was going to make a speech, I was sworn in and 
Cap tlpellua Lieu And attear, pwhen it 15 fingened, 
he says, we will have to swear you in too so you 
Con tute l il sLves “tov uss 

Since,1921 he says 
WE,were looked atter.a little bit and more He, says 
when he got pension he says, he is getting a lot 
of help that way and he says I am very thankful for 


that. 


And weshear about this 


pipeline and he says the way we have been carrying cn 


is the way that we want to see our younger children ra 
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a-Living-on it;-and“we don't’want to see it destrove 

One time long ago, he 
said, from mouth of Peel Upwas* tar SsOUutnh as’ Snare 
River, he said this was named preserve and he said 
that was the land that they understood was given to 
them. And he said that somehow somebody supposed 
CO) S€en jor or*gas’=— TE must be’ o7 lor something 
like that on surface and they kind of have the 
understanding that there is oil around there, with 
all exploration and drilling» and everything, chey 
figure somewhere they must have found GAs OCF oa) 
but. nobody, told them anything@about’ it - 

After treaty was signed 
and with all the rules laid down by signing treaty, 
he said that one Indian agent came and told him 
that afi those original *papers* that were Signed were 
tOSty 

At that Lite what Gore ac 
COLG>thtem, that thre tang 16 yours; and with that 
afterwards they were told that those papers were 
lost and he said he still thinks that this land is 
their land. 

Another thing © hear 
about’ the pipeline is the crossing will be about 
four or five miles down the river, and that pipeline 
1s going to come over and cross our land. 

The thing that I think about™ the pipeline even 
if we don't want it and if it still comes across, 
what I want from it is that we get compensation anc 


if we don't get that, they should give us oil fror 
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Nellie Mitchell 


that pipeline, gas in other words. 


Another Indian agent came 


here and ttoldime that lif tthereis any gas discovered 
on this, your land, your people will get free ae 
free oil. 

One TOL nNemren ang) as 


how it's been carried on. He says I'd like to 


see everything carried on this way and this is 


i 


what I am looking forward for the younger generation. 


Thank you very much and 
that is, aldrd haves to say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
you, Mr. Thompson. 

(WITNESS ASTER) 

THE, COMMISSTONERS tT 
think that we will just take a five minute break 
now and stretch our legs for a few minutes and then 
we will start again. 
(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 


(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT ) 


THESCOMMISS TONER Ladies 


and gentlemen, we will come to order again and carry 
On with the people who want to make statements this 
afternoon. 

There is a witness here 
to be sworn, Miss Hutchinson. 

NELLIE MITCHELL, sworn. 

THE INTERPRETER: Judge 
Berger, we have one letter here that has come before 


Us and tis) dated: Fort: McPherson) Nowe. 
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! 
: "My name’ is Mrs Nelive ‘Mitchell - Before: 1 
| 
> || : 
ade talk I would like to say I am very happy 
- to see you and all the people that came with 
4 | 
| you. 
oe 
>| First of all I want to say when my 
2 Great-Grandfather was living, them days 
si : F ‘ 
a we never did seen anything like now days. 
\! 
| 
8 | What we see in the store we never had, 
9 | 2 
a axe or knife or-matcheés or gtins® -Lots of 
lo! time in cold weather wherever people move 
i | 
{ean F te ee 
eh so hard to make fire, we use something 
? i ~ > . . 
ict that could strike to make fire with. 
ie a , ’ 
aoa Them day we never seen no white peoples. 
lan After thatiabout four white mens: care 
Lo) because they seen fire one place so they 
oe stopped. Where he stay them days nobody 
ae understand English,< just by sign they 
19 | 
i understand one another. When they stop 
19 | they seen this man had a duck, and bow anc 
yA | 
on arrow and his hair was long so thes out 
se his hair. So these white mens threw his 
2) | | ; 
bow.and arrow into, the river ‘and they cut 
>3 | ae | | 
~ has.,hair and,sthey. threw that. in the river 
24 | . | | ae 
} FOG.and thisuman said Ne just about cried. 
ie 
2 : : z We 
After that they gave him a gun anc they 
| 
26 . . 
ee Made sign to him and sajd they will —- same more 
I 
27 ; 
white people will come in about two or three 
2g | ' 
| years time. 
+9 | 3 : 
+3 After two or three years time some white 
30 | 


peoples came with canoe with those big 


en ed 
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i 
1| flat paddles. And that were the Hudson Bay 


| ae) 


Company that was the first H.B.C. built up 
33) here. That time they brough axe, but it was 
not like the axe we got now. But his son 

a carried on after he died. The man put 
Hudson Bay so the way people get little 
things that they could get and live 


out fin thebushy Stidl today we make!'aiivyinc 


ey out of it. We don't want to give up 
10 our land the way peoples found it wouldn't 
Be) affect anything on the land. We don't 
iZ> believe it,even that dynamite that they bust it will 
+24 Sbure* spel la pic place, never’ see any 
= rabbits or any Kind of animals so'an that 
1? case we don't want the pipeline come 
4 through. That v2svall P<could Say, what- 
a aver lagotu On My mind + 
“fu Goodbye, good luck on your Cho, 
yl YOu and your party |" 
“eq Piste Netiia Mitehell. 
21 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
| you very much, Mrs. Mitchell. That statement wil 
: be marked as an exhibit and constitute a Batg. Of 
be the permanent record of the LC en yo 
25 
= (STATEMENT OF NELLIE MITCHELL MARKED EXHIBIT C-49) 
26 
| (WITNESS ASIDE) 
| NEIL COLIN, resumed 
28 heer 
29.) A eee Berger, 
sal Chief, Band Council, and ladies and gentlemen, thank 


hu 
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you again for me to talk. I would like to talk 
about the north and south. I have been through a 
good many small communities in ie Northwest 
Territories and big cities like Edmonton, Alberta; 
Regina, Saskatchewan; Winnipeg, Manitoba. In 

the Yukon, I've been to Dawson, also a small 
community in Old Crow. I also been to Anchorage, 
Alaska, by travelling down south to Edmonton to 
Winnipeg, it is like the shape of checkerboard 

by looking from airplane when you look down. 

It is not like that 
in the Northwest Territories. People down south 
especially government officials in Ottawa don't 
understand when we Native people in N.W.T. says 
we own this land in N.W.T. 

They did come down 
to each small community down the Mackenzie River 
Line bo2a tO _ force, to sign treaty with the 
Native people. Some of those chiefs don't even 
know how to write their name, so they put down 
their achaky hands to pvt SE ina 192) xk eat he 
letter "X", not name. Even today Government don't 
know what is treaty. Our country is not like 
checkers like down south. It is quiet, it is 
bush, the country we love, that is our land in 
the Northwest Territories. 

The pipeline is like 


a monster coming into N.W.T., that is why, Mr. 


Berger, when you finish the pipeline tour in N.W.T. 


our hope will be with you. 
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We're not against our 
big brother, U.S.A., but we don't want to spoil 
our beautiful country that we love. 

Now, Native people in 
N.W.T. are claiming for 450,000 square miles of 
land, this land we are going to get it first 
before anything else happens from Government. 
Government did what he likes to us in 1921. 

He did what he liked to Indians across Canada 
and every province, in James Bay, Alaska, and 
Yukon, but notus here in N.W.T. 

The pipeline will 
affect the land, animals of all sorts, fish, water 
and the people. Indians know how to set trap, 
fish and hunt. When Indians set up trap for animal 
he has to figure it out how to catch it. When 
he catch animal he know what to do with it. We did 
set a trap for Government long ago and we caught 
them. But still today they won't listen to 
us. Pipeline will bring money, damage and headache 
for Native people. Also the pipeline is only 
America's energy. 

Mr. Berger, thank you 
for listening to me, and God bless you. Thank 
you. 

THES COMMISSIONER? Thank 
youl vervya muchyeMrer Colin: 

Mr. Colin's statement 
will be marked as an exhibit to form a part of the 


permanent record of the Inquiry. 
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7 (STATEMENT OF NEIL COLIN MARKED EXHIBIT C-50) 

= (WITNESS ASIDE) 

: PIET VAN LOON, sworn. 

4 A Mr. Berger, I 

Sa have a short write-up of what I am going to speak 

a of, and which I have given to the interpreter and 

: I'll try and expound on it. 

8 My name is Piet Van 

| Loon. I have been a resident of McPherson for 

eu a little over six years and I have had with me 

a for many years the writings of a man called 

oe Henry David Thoreau, which you are probably familiar 
me with. And I find in his writings many things that 
ae were written a hundred years ago that seem to be 

| 

15) pertinent to things today and a few weeks ago I 

16 | read one sentence which kind of struck me and I'd 
i like to sort of expound on that theme tonight == 
a or this afternoon. 
19 | He said,"the world is 
oh out of doors and we duck but behind a panel, and 
gio it kind of got me thinking because how true that 
22 | is, the whole world is outdoors. i thought, thet 
oe we could probably divide the people of the world 
24 | into two broad categories: those who make their 
sh living behind doors and those who make their living 
ae out of doors. Tt .so happens that I was 

e7 | raised as a member of the indoor culture, which 
23| I'll call it, which seems to be predominently white, 
and in Canada as in many other countries, the out- 
30 


aeons 


door culture seems to be predominently Native. 
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i Now, we, the indoor 

é culture have a disastrous record with regard to the 
3 outdoors, a record of ruin, spoilage, waste and 

4 pollution and I think the world is just becoming 

5 aware of that recently, and we have left in our 

6 wake over 3,000 years of rubble. It seems it is 

7 our weakness, it is our vice. 

8 However, Our scientists 
9 have difficulty finding a few traces of the Indians' 
10 past, and I hear awhile back that they dug up 

11 some bones and arrowheads north of Old Crow and 

12 that they have determined these to be 30,000 years 
2 Old. Those relics that they found there could 

al probably be used today just as well as they 

15 | were 30,000 years ago by the Indians today. But 

16 | the jindoa@ culture will choose to put them ona 

17 Shelf behind doors. 

18 | The indoor culture on 
cf the other hand has made many notable advances in 

20 | technology through its complex system of sciences. 
21 | Many of the products of this technology are 

22 appreciated by the outdoor culture, as you can see 
“i for yourself here in the north. 

ay I hear people talk about 
29 one -third of this country being wilderness, but 

26 I would like to emphasize that three-thirds of our 
ai country is outdoors, and I guess that maybe only 

Ae one-third could be said to be unspoiled. 

29 Therefore, I propose, 

39 Mr. Berger, through you, to the indoor society, that we 
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cannot afford anymore to leave the world of the 
great outdoors to the whim, speculation and greed 
of the indoor BobTatS? the yuini has to stop. 

And I just think of something else. I was 

in the U.S. earlier on in the year and some people 


were telling me that they have groups who are 


untouched areas, and with no concessions at all 
to anybody. Because they found out they first 

let backpackers in to wilderness areas, and they 
found out that backpackers would spoil it but 


their problem was that they couldn't find anybody 
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to volunteer to make sure that nobody got concessions 


to it. They couldn't find anybody to look after 
the wilderness and there is societies and groups 


who have an affinity or a love for the outdoors 


who have volunteered their services for these things. 


And in my proposition, I 


think I have a better solution. I think we should 


of the people whose record reveals harmony with the 


world: the experts, the outdoorsmen, the Native 


people of our country. We owe this to ourselves and 


trying to set up wilderness areas, completely 
to our children. 
The indoor society has 
decided that they want or need gas and therefore 
a pipeline, but they are not qualified to determine 
the cost to the outdoors, not with.$3.1/2 million, 


not with double that amount, not with any amount. 


Only the outdoor society can help us there, and we must 


| 
instead leave our outdoors in the complete custody 
| 
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u leave the decision with them and wait behind our 
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Z panels for their advice and their guidance until 
3 we come to the realization that the whole world 
4 is outdoors. | 
s) Thank you very much. 
6 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank | 
7| you, Mr. Van Loon. 
8 I. wonder if you could, . 
9 Mr. Van Loon, if we could have your statement. : 
mt Mr. Van Loon's statement will be marked as an | 
ll] exhibit. | 
Le (STATEMENT OF PIET VAN LOON MARKED EXHIBIT C-51) | 
13 | (WITNESS ASIDE) | 
14 | RICHARD NERYSOO, sworn. 
1s | 
| A Mr. Berger, my name 
a | is Richard Nerysoo and I am a member of Fort McPherson 
a Indian Band and presently the vice-president of the 
‘ Indian Brotherhood of the Northwest Territories. I 
oa am sure it is becoming clear to you, Mr. Berger as it | 
sad | is very clear to me that it is an important and | 
¥| special thing to be an Indian. Being an Indian 
ll means being able to understand and live with this 
"| world in a very special way. It means living with 
"| the land, with the animals, birds ana fish as though | 
| they were your sisters and brothers. It means | 
x saying the. land is an old friend and an old 
“ll friend that your father knew, your grandfather knew, | 
oat indeed your people have always known. | 
| I Be BMES Mr, Berger, 
| that as you hear from the Indian people, from all ienck 
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the Mackenzie Valley talk to you about their land, 


you are beginning to understand that we see our 
land as_ much, much more than the white man sees 
it. To the Indian people our land really is our 
life. Without our land we cannot or we could 

.no longer exist as people. If our land is 
destroyed, we too are destroyed. If your people 
ever take our land you will be taking our life. 
About the only way that I can explain to you how 
we people see ourselves is to say that we are 


a nation. We are the last free Indian nation of 


North America. We are a nation, we have a language, 


Our own culture, our own economic system and 
political system and more important we 
have our own land. 

Bit by bit the white 
man has tried to take these things away from us. 
Now the time is here that we must say "no more". 
At stake is the survival of our Indian nation. 


If we have to fight for our survival we will. 


That is exactly what my people are doing when they 


talk to you, Mr. Berger. They are fighting for 
their survival, their survival as a free people, 
as a nation. 

When I went to school 
in Fort McPherson I can remember being taught 


that the Indians were savages. We were violent, 


cruel and uncivilized. I remember reading history 


books that glorified the white man who slaughtered 


whole nations of Indian people. No one called the 
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white man savages, they were heroes who explored 
new horizons or conquered new frontiers. Why wasn't 
it the white men who were called cruel savages? It 
wasn't the Indian people who invented the gun or the 
atomic bomb to kill millions of human beings, it 
isn't the Indian people who are destroying this land, 
yet we are called "savages" because we are willing 
to fight to defend our homeland and nation. That 
Kind or thinking Is still going on today, Mr. 
Berger. The Federal Government has told the McPherson 
people that they want to create a national historic 
Site here. They propose to put up a plaque telling 
some of the important history of this area. As you 
know, my people have lived here in this area for 
thousands of years and there are many events that 
are worthy of recognition. There are many Indian 
heroes and many examples of courage and dedication 
to the people. We have a rich and proud history. 
But what events does 

the Federal Government consider history? Let me 
read you the text that they propose for the plaque. 
It is in both English and French, but I will read 
the English. This is what the Federal Government 
sees as important about this area. 

"In 1840 John Bell of the Hudson Bay 

Company built the first Fort McPherson 

four miles upriver from here. Moved 

to this site in1848, it was for over fifty 

years the principal trading post in the 


Mackenzie Delta region and, after 1860, a 
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centre of missionary activity. In 1903 
Inspector Charles Constantine established 
the first R.N.W.M.P. post in the Western 
Arctic here... In the winter of 1898-99 

a number of overlanders tried to use 

Fort McPherson as a base to reach the 
Klondike." 

Where are we mentioned 
on this plaque, Mr. Berger? Where is there mention 
Om any, Of our history? The history of the Peel 
River people did not begin in 1840. We have been 
here for a long, long time before that, yet we 
get no mention. Does the Federal Government not 


consider us to be human too? Do they think that 


we don't make history? 


This plaque follows 
from exactly the same thinking that called us 
"savages" and called the white man "heroes." The 
date on this proposed text, Mr. Berger, is July 3, 
1907 Se=—2 NOt) 67 5 but tL O75 Pp tocay,. Jourehistory and 
culture has been ignored and shoved aside. 

In the summer of 1970, Mr. 
Berger, I was lucky to work with a biologist who was 
studying the environment between here and 
Old Crow. During that summer, I saw many, many 
examples of damage being done to our land. I saw 
trailers, oil drums, and all kinds of waste scattered 
across our land. I saw seismic trails that had 
eroded into streams. ‘This land is important to me too, 


Mr. Berger. Don't believe the pipeline companies, when 
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they say that the land is no longer valuable to the 


younger people. That is simply’ not’ true. This land 





has been given to me and my generation to care for and | 
to pass on to my children and my grandchildren. 

And we will Care for it and protect it, “just as we 
want to care for and protect the ways of thinking, 


the language, the traditions that make us part of the 





Indian people. Our struggle may be a different way 
to protect and defend our land and our ways, but we 
will carry out that struggle in whatever way we 
have to. We will not allow our land to be 


destroyed and taken away, for it is our heritage, and we 





Nave’ a right to it: 

The oil companies and the 
pipeline companies would like you to think and would 
like us to think that we have only one choice. If 
we do not live with the land the way our grandfathers | 
did before the white man came, then, they say, our only 
choice is to get jobs and work on the pipeline 
and become essentially brown white-men. 


Do not be fooled by this 


false choice, Mr. Berger. We are a nation, a | 
special group of people with our own land. Our Indian 
nation will evolve and develqin its own way, in 


the way we Indian People choose. We do not have to become 





brown white-men to survive. We are Indians and we 
are proud to be Indians. All the education, all the 
schooling that you have given us cannot destroy that 


: 
| 
in us. 
We are Indian People and we 
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will survive as Indian People and we will develop 
Our Own ways based on the strength and 

traditions of the old ways. We will always see ourselves | 
as part of nature. Whether we use outboard motors or | 
plywood for our cabins does not make us any less Indian, | 
as the pipeline companies would like you to believe. | 
The young people from Fort McPherson hunt and fish and 
get out to the bush whenever they can. We are Indians ! 
just like our fathers and grandfathers, and just like 
our children and grandchildren will be. 


When you are making your 





recommendation to the Federal Government, please remember | 


this, Mr. Berger, that we too want to survive in our 
own way, On Our own land. That is why we are saying 
"no" to this pipeline because it does not fit into 
OULVOWNMOLalns OL Ourenation. «ins fact, 1c 61s 
exactly opposite to the kind of development we are 
choosing for our future. We do not want to develop 
as fastly and as quickly as the white peoplessociety 
want to. Asking an Indian to work for the 

pipeline company is like asking your son to tear down | 
your own house. I don't think you would like that, 
Mr. Berger, and neither would we. 

We are often told that we | 
have to accept the pipeline because that is "progress." | 
I have heard people here say they feel that your | 
"progress" cannot be stopped, no matter what we say. | 

Mr. Berger, what do you 
mean by "progress" anyway? What do you white people 


? 


call progress! The pipeline companies admit that the 
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pipeline will cause social problems, alcoholism, 


family breakdown, high prices -- just look at Alaska. 


ee ce ote 


Do you really believe that is progress? Has your 


<2 





civilization advanced so far that progress only 
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means destruction? I do not belive that you 


ee FF 





a or any other Southern Canadian can really believe that 

“ 1 it is progress to destroy my people and our land. | 
s] Progress to us means becoming a wiser person. It means 

a eS 1 : 

‘' 9 respecting and protecting the land and the people. 


It means living with the land and nature as close as 





ie possible. Can you really belive that the alternatives 


Gas Arctic and Foothills offer is progress? 


Co je | 

5 

“4” 13 | It is the Indian People, 
25 | Mr. Berger, that stand for eae progress. I do not 
a 


ee or their granchildren in the same way my people are 


15.1 hear the white people concerned about their children | 
yy 17 || concerned. Yet white people say ‘that Indians live only ; 


Br 18 | for today, and that we cannot plan for the future. 


‘ What are you planning ‘for the future, Mr. serena 

iy 20. What is Gas Arctic proposing for your children? Are you 
2, making plans that you can pass on to your people with 

ae 32 | pride 500 years from now? Before any decision is made 
%, 23 about the pipeline, Mr. Berger, find out what it would 
24 | mean for our land in a hundred years time. 

a 25 | We want a world pretty much like we 

ii 36 have right now. We want a world where our grandchildren 
a 27! can like and value the same. things we value. We don't 

3 oat want big cities or paved parking lots or neon lights. 


We want wide open spaces where we can live in freedom. 


We want lonely rivers and lakes where we can go 
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Annie Roberts 


and be alone and not see another person in any 


direction. 

We want to be able to 
hunt caribou and fish and trap muskrats. That is 
what we want for our children. We do not want our 
grandchildren to say that we gave their birthright 
away. 

The pipeline means more 
to white men who will be followed by even more 
white people. White people bring their language, 
their political system, their economy, their schools, 
their culture. They push the Indian aside and take 
over everything. Their "progress" means the end of 
Indian freedom, the end of the Indian nation. 

Unless we=get' a land 
settlement which protects our nation, this pipeline 
will surely destroy us. But we will noty bet’ thirs 
happen. Not without a hight 

Thank you, Mr. Berger. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
you very much, Mr. Nerysoo. 

" That statement, I'd like 
, that marked as an exhibit. 
(STATEMENT OF RICHARD NERYSOO MARKED EXHIBIT C-52) 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

ANNIE ROBERTS, Sworn. 
THE INTERPRETER: Mr. 

| Berger, it is dated Judy1L0, 19765. 

"I was glad to see you here with us and by God's 


help you come to us and that makes you more 


L190 
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1 strong to help us. I hear all what the | 
2 people say, even that I am wishing that the | 
3 way the people talk, that I could talk like | 
4 that. : 
it Even I am old I still like to go to the | 
6 | mountains to hunt. Even my girls tell me not | 
7/ tomgos,.ibnge.thAs Tilikeyto,gety,good:food. | 
8 If they build the pipeline how will I be | 
9 ablettorge 'everkit?hak think about it andl 
10 hope by God's help that they don't give us | 
oa a hard time to make a living. | 
die2 When I was in the Yukon I stayed alone | 
13 2 1/2 months while my husband was out trapping. : 
14 While that I had three children with me. | 
15 That time I had a 22 rifle and I seen a big bunch 

16 |i of wolves come around me and I. didn't even 

17 | know how to use the gun and I ee and I 

18 wasn't scared after that. So I don't like | 
£9 pipeline myself. 
20 Thank you. | 
2ei Mrs. Annie B. Roberts." 

22 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 

23 you very much, ma'am. 
24 Iycthink that statement 


| 
| 
25 | should be marked too. | 
26 (STATEMENT OF ANNIE B. ROBERTS MARKED EXHIBIT C-53) | 





27 (WITNESS ASIDE) | 
28 THE COMMISSIONER: I | 
think we have another witness. 


| 


30 | THE WINTERPRETERS |} ol think che 
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1 has been sworn in already. : 
2 THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, | 
3 sorry. | 
4 JOHN KAY, resumed. | 
) THE INTERPRETER: This | 
Pi is John Kay and he would like to say a few words, 

7 and he mentioned that with everybody talking, opposing i 


the pipeline and he is the one who lives down there. 





| 
| 

| Anybody who don't like that pipeline he says that 
| 


10 he is the one who iS more against that pipeline. 
11) THE COMMISSIONER: You 
aa | live down by the crossing? 

13 | A ¥Yes< 

14 | THE LENTERPRETER ss) 4He 


15) heard that there was going to be a big camp set up 
|| down there and he said he don't know how many hundred 


people, but he say he don't like it because that much 


| 

people put around there he said really is going to | 
9 | chase the caribou away. 
20 | He said, whenever there | 
21 are a few people staying down the river, and he 
22 said when the caribou is up there, he says all who 
23| stay down that way, he says they go and they depend | 
24 | on that caribou. | 
4] He says he is not a | 
26 | very young man now and he say he's got grandchildren | 
27 and this is one reason why he say he's looking to 
28! the future for his younger children. | 
25 | He say that since | 








at the Inquiry started he says everybody is talking against 


| 
| 


| 
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William McDonald 


the pipeline and he says the map across there shows 
the drawing on it and he says its not explained to 
the people and he say it still -- I don't know why, 
he says, it's there. 

One other thing about 
the pipeline is he.says he doesn't want to see the 
Pipeline if it is coming. He don't want to have 
it cross through the Mackenzie Delta. 

This drawing, he says 
some of it, it's on the land and the one that is 
coming through here is right along the edge of 
delta and it is crossing below McPherson. I think 
if they change that plan and have it go along with 
the other pipeline which is crossing down around 
by Shallow Bay, I guess that would be much better. 

Then he says everybody 


will be happy. 


Ligs 


THE COMMISSIONER: Until 


we get to Tuktoyaktuk. 


A That«2s aldwt have 


to say for the pipeline. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 


YoumyMrs iKay; 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


WILLIAM McDONALD, sworn. 


A Mr. Berger, Ladies 


and Gentlemen, my name is William McDonald. I am 


a trapper. I have been a trapper all my life. I 


am glad to say that I have been living off the land. 


Now I am going to switch 
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. a little bit to something else. Judge Berger, 

a you have been in Hay River Indian village. I 

3 never left this territory. I been in school there 
: for four years -- 

> THE COMMISSIONER: At 
al Hay River -- 

7 A Yes\dindian vilrage: 
| And in 1921, I know it was 1921 because we seen the 
>| last part of the treaty party at Red River and we 
se went to Aklavik. I didn't know that I was going 
11] to a hunter's paradise or a trapper's paradise that 
12 time. The people were plentiful in the delta and 
a there was everything to live on. I stayed there 
14 | a couple years and I came to McPherson and since 
| then I made my life here. I am not leaving, I am 
16 | going to live here, and I think to myself now, 

17 why are we facing the judge? Are we disturbed? 

18 We must be disturbed. Disturbed for our land. 


19 I have lots to talk about but I am going to cut it as 
20 short as I could. I hear people talking about the 
21 land being destroyed. I agree with all that. I 


see it. I am very much concerned about it and 


wartime measure to put that highway through, so it was 


| 
23| they talk about the pipeline coming through. I 
24 don't want the pipeline and I agree with everybody 
25 | elsenthateidonvsniwant 9,5 bubsthat! part put"s been 
: quite well explained by the people , pytI am 
21 | not going back too many years, but I'm going to 
20 go back to about 1945 when the Alaska Highway was 
- built .o i Our! country. wasein the wart =So' it was 
$f 
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put through, and in a few years they put the cCanol 
project, which was in the national interest of all 
Canada to put it through, and when they put the DEW 
line, it was in the national interest of all Canada 
and the United States that it was done. 

But today we are supposed 
to be living in a peaceful country and we're supposed 


to be living peacefully, but when the people say 





their land has been torn up and destroyed, all 


| you have to do is take a plane and look around. It 
| shows, it speaks for itself, so I don't see why in 


| the last fifteen years our land has been invaded, for 





the interest of who? Judge Berger, I can't see why 
the peaceful people that live and making their Javing 
off this land should be disturbed, and as I said 
before, to look from an airplane it explains itself. 


All over the land has been cut and torn. 





Now, we talk -- I look 
at it as another bigger invasion than that is going 
to come to our land. We follow the radio and we 
| hear about hundreds -- I don't know, I don't keep 


track of it -- of different kinds of material that 


pipeline and we hear about the big N.T. which is 


| is going to be used to cut up that ground for the 
| 
| 
| 


invade our land. I don't think the people are prepared 
for that kind of big invasion, And another thing I 
would like to say is that from the beginning when 


the pipeline people were starting to plan their 





Government barges, tugs, gearing up for to come and 
| routes, why didn't they come to the grass roots people 
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Pr ae William McDonald 
1 and say we want to do this and this is where we 
a want to put the pipeline, after they made all their 
3 big proposals and they're real big, all at once 
7 they're here. "We're going to do this." 
| So I don't think we could 
6 | accept that just by lying down and taking it while 
7| we have a chance to stand on our feet I think we should 
| say what we don't like. I don't see or hear any place 
9 | they are going to leave something good with the 
10 pipeline. I know they talk about Native people are 
11} going to get employment. Native people employ them- 
12 | selves a lot because they have the land, and we have 
13 not the system of being brought up that we have 
14 to work twelve hours a day, seven days of the week. 
ca If we don't like it,we have a choice. We have a 
Ha choice because we have the land. So we feel in- 
ql dependent. Without the land to live on, would 
| 
18 | we be indepdendent? We lose all our independence. 
19 | And: there) tall it an 
20 | "invasion," yes, I believe it is an invasion which 
21 the north is going to see that we've never seen 
22 | before, and then they are going to destroy the land. 
23] We hear feedback from pipeline in Alaska. We don't 
24 hear too good news about what effects it has on the 
25 j people and we believe that the Mackenzie Pipeline 
26 is going to be way bigger than the Alaska project. 
27 So, I have some figures 
28 thatee“eidon't know if I could quote out of a maga- 
| zine -- 





THE COMMISSIONER: Sure, 


119.6 


| 
| 
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go ahead. 

A Power ebpring “that 
up after, but -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: All 
ELont 

A Another thing too, 
I got something that's been puzzling me since the 
other day and I like somebody to explain it. It's 
a -- from this magazine. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, 
yes. 

A And I see 
your picture on there and this little part, I mean, 
I got marked out about the pipeline, maybe they'll 
be looping it with an oil pipeline? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Could 
I see the -- Miss Hutchinson, would you pass that 
over to me and I'll just take a look at what -- 

A This’is the-part << 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
I'll just tell you what has been said to me at the 
hearings in Yellowknife. 

Mr. Horte, who is the 
President of Arctic Gas has told me at the hearings 
that after the pipeline is built they expect that 
they will then build a second pipeline and the second 
pipeline would be built when the first pipeline is 
completed. 


Now, Mr. Horte made it 


clear that the second pipeline would be from Travaillant 
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they would be building a second pipeline from Prudhoe 


ln bake southito the Asberta border. He didn it. cay that 

Z 

3 Bay, along the coast, around the delta, across the 

4 Peel and to Travaillant Lake. I should say though, that 
5 the Federal Government in giving me my mandate has 

6 | said that the pipeline, the gas pipeline if it is 

7 ! built will have an influence on development in the 





8 future, and they have asked me to consider the impact 
9 not only of an gas pipeline, but of an oil pipeline 
10 as well, along. the same route as the gas pipeline. 


29 Now, what they -~ what it comes down to is that 





I have been asked by the Federal Government not simply 


te 
to 


13, to look at the gas pipeline, but to consider what other 





14) developments, in particular an 0il pipeline may come 
a5 | afterward. 


That's, I'm afraid, 








as the oil pipeline, along the route that we are 


16 | 
17 not a very complete answer, but those are the things 
18 that the Federal Government in sending me here has 
a asked me to consider. At any rate, I hope that -- 
20 I don't say it helps, but I hope you understand -- 
a4 A But it 3s not tor 
22 the west side there, though. 
23 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
24 | Mr. Horte, the president of Arctic Gas says that 
25 the second pipeline that they expect they will 
26 | want to build will be from Travaillant Lake south. 
27 Not on the west side of the delta, but. the Mederal 
22 Government has. said that I should consider not only 

| the impact of a gas pipeline along the same route 

| 

| 
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considering now, but that I should examine the impact 
of an oil pipeline along that same route and we 
intend to do that in the fall and we will be holding 
hearings for that purpose. 

The question of the 
route an oil pipeline would follow is one that I 
look at in this way: we will have to consider the 
impact of an oil pipeline following the same route 
as the proposed gas pipeline is to follow. That 
of course would include a route along the west side 
of the delta and across the Peel. 

Nowy fedon tt think that 
I can say any more than that, Mr. McDonald, to you. 

A Well, then I would 
like to ask the -- somebody from Canadian Arctic 
Gas is here? 

THE “COMMISSIONER: Yes; 
Mr. Carter is here from Arctic Gas and Mr. Ellwood 
is here from Foothills, so fire away. 

You gentlemen might move 
over to that microphone. -- And Mr. Carter, if I 
have not fairly reproduced what Mr. Horte told us 
in Yellowknife, you feel free to add to it. 

Yes, they're right behind 
you, -so-you can -~ 

A I*‘don't nave to 
repeat it again, you know how much everybody is con- 
cerned about the caribou and fish and I see by that 
Map there that the pipeline route right where the 


caribou breeding ground is. I wonder if they took 
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much consideration what harm it would cause the 
people if that changed the route of the caribou 
some way, or damaged the caribou some way to all the 
people that depend on it. 

THE COMMISSIONER:. Mr. 
Carter, Mr. Ellwood? 


MR. CARTER: The first 


part of your question I believe refers. to the area 


where the caribou are breeding. Now, you'll note 
that the route from Prudhoe Bay comes along the 
coast and that is along an area where the caribou 
calve, however the time set for construction of thar 
part of the pipeline is to be in the winter when 
the caribou are not there. 

So, far.as the rest 
of the route is concerned, the timing for construction 
as well, is planned and they made these plans following 
a number of years of study of the cairbou migration, 
so that the construction men will not be in the 
area when the caribou are there. There are also 
plans, however, for the situation that might arise 
that the caribou or some part of the caribou herd 
could be in the area at the time, and in that case 
they have contingency plans to move the pipe if 
the pipe is laid out alongside of the ditch and 
to permit the caribou to cross if pthe,ditch,,1s..open 
omhi frethe: pipelines; adel psayrcis laid out interferring 
with the migration so that there have been extensive 
studies made by the pipeline company of the caribou 


and their migration routes and there are.plans of 
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fe 


taking, it.,intor account, 


PO 


Athen Weddle Tendon "t understan@g 
3 what you mean when you say the caribou is not there in | 
ay the winter because people live around Firth River, 
5 get caribou in the winter, people that live around 


6 Point Barrow, not far from there, they live on caribou | 


7) ain the winter. 


wish to add anything, you may, Mr. Carter. 





10 MRA CARTER. © Pedon tt know 
of if I can add anything to that. The studies showed that | 
12 there were few if any caribou, I suppose and we'll | 
13 


8 THE COMMISSIONER: If you | 
| take into consideration what you tell us, that there 

14 | are caribou there and if that is the case we'll 

15} have to certainly take that into account. I am 

16| talking about the route right along the coast. 

i A Well, did you know 

18] that caribou existed there in the winter? | 

19 | MR. CARTER: Not personally 


20] I am just relying on what the people who have studied 





21] these have told us. 





| A Did you ever see 

23| a caribou? 

24 MR. CARTER: Yes, I have | 
25 | seen caribou, sir. | 
26 A Do you know how | 
27| much value it is for the people? | 
28 | ME siGARTERe: Yesyersar . 
29 | A Tvdon 'teknowvif you 





30 | know it, but there is a walk-in refer here in McPherson, 
H | 
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there's tons of meat in it and there's other deep 
freezes with meat in it which the people work for 


and they use it all summer because the price of 


meat is so high in the winter. If you look at that, 


I don't know if the Town Council or anyone of them 
would be willing to let you see what the meat means 
to the people. After seeing the people, the way 
they live, and how much they depend on it, maybe 
you people might think more of the humans than 

of the pipeline. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Do 
you wish to add anything, Mr. Ellwood,to what Mr. 
Carter has said? 

MR. ELLWOOD: If I may, 
Mr. Commissioner, I would like to add for Mr. Mc- 
Donald that the route which Foothills pipeline is 


proposing to bring gas from the delta to southern 


Canada is on the east side of the delta, to the east 


of Inuvik, east of Travaillant Lake and does not 
cross the area used by the porcupine caribou herd. 
A Well, maybe I am 
talking to the wrong man. I want to talk to the 
man that put this pipeline on the west side there. 
MR.ELLWOOD: That was 
the gentleman who was speaking just before me. 
We represent different companies here. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. 
McDonald, this isn't entirely fair to you because 
these gentlemen are sitting behind Hot and they 


really shouldn't be. Maybe you'd come over here? 


1202. 
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There . are two pipeline companies, Arctic Gas wants 
to build the line that you see on that map up there. 
Foothills wants to bring gas from the Mackenzie Delta 
along the east side of the delta, the east side of 
Travaillant Lake, and then south along the valley, 
and Mr. Ellwood said yesterday that the Foothills 
proposal would not come within 100 miles of Fort 
McPherson and I think he is right in Saying that the 
Foothills proposal would not cross the breeding 
grounds nor the migratory routes of the Porcupine 
River caribou herd. 

A Judge Berger, could 
I go to that map and maybe I could explain it better. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Go 
ahead. 

A This is the part I 
mean, this pipeline going down here. I am not talking 
about this so much, but this one here. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
that is the Arctic Gas proposal. 

A Arctic Gas. Well, 
then another thing while I am at it, I might as well 
bring up is,I understand these to be compressor 


stations, these marks here. 
THE COMMISSIONER: 


Thatwcpaoht. 


A And then ther is 
one here. 

THE COMMISSIONER: That 
is CA-09 on this one. LI am just déeseribing eittiefonisthe 


record, go ahead. 
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Ep ee ay rors William McDonald 
“ A The people here 
2 say this is a vital place. There is already a cabin 
3 there, built there to be made use by trappers and 
4 hunters, so it must be vital. It's been there -- 
3 a compressor station right there doesn't look too 
6 good. Could any changes be made there? 
7 MR. CARTER: We were 
8 in Fort McPherson a couple of months ago and we were 
9 advised that the people were using that area, near 
10 the mouth of the Rat River, is that the area you 
11 are talking about? 
12 A Yes. 
13 MR. CARTER: And we 
14 took that back to the engineers in Calgary who are 
15 designing this pipeline and the various sites for 
16 compressor stations and they said that it was 
17 possible to move it a limited length either way up 
18 or down the pipeline from that site. It depends upon 
LQ Gee rises they Os the other compressor stations, 
20 for example the one lower down, CA-09 or CA-010 
21 should be moved as well and whether any of the 
22 people here feel that those should be moved. But 
23] it is possible for CA-09 to be moved either way, 
24 although it is limited. It would be about a mile, 
either 
25 or a mile and a half /way, I believe, and it would 
26 be helpful if the people here said which direction 
2] they would prefer it to be moved from the present 
28 location of CA-09. 
29 A Another place here, 
30 I don't think it needs any explanation, that is too 
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close to our settlement. Do you agree with that? 


MR. CARTER: I appreciate 


the point you're making, that the river crossing is 
too close from your point of view to Fort McPherson. 
I don't know whether I can say I agree with you 

or not. I agree with you that from your point of 
view the further away from Fort McPherson, the better 
you'd like to see it. Some of the evidence that 
our engineers have given is that the river crossing 
is such that it doesn't have an effect because it 
goes underneath the banks on either side of the 
river bed and underneath the bank on the other side 
again, but I appreciate that what you are telling 
me is that you would like to see the river crossing 
as far away from Fort McPherson as possible. 

A Well, I hope you 
don't take it as -- I am talking as an individual, 
for myself. It's not only the river crossing -- 
how close to town, four miles? What's going to be 
there? Storages of high explosives and everything? 

MR. CARTER: “Not at 
the river crossing. 

A I mean at the 
bank -- I know it cannot be at the river, sir. It's 
got to be on the bank. You'll have no explosives 
stored there? 

MR SIGARTER 3)  <NoY 


A But anyway I know 


-- I know the people are concerned about the pipeline. 


You heard, but that is too close to town. The impact 
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bi On the social -- the impact it is going to have on 
2 the people. 

3 ; THE COMMISSIONER: Is 

4 there anything else you want to point out? I think 

5 that you have backed Mr. Carter into a corner. 

6 A One thing that I 


fl would like to point out quite clearly, the people 














8 don't want the pipeline, as much as I said I don't 

9 want it and the further it is away from our settlement 
0 the better. 

l THE COMMISSIONER: Carry 
2 on, Mr. McDonald. 

3 A One thing more I 

4;) might as well -- while I am here. MSOC Lal Earth- 
5 quake"it calls it in this -- 

6 | THE COMMISSIONER: That 
_| is Alaska, is it? 

i A Well, could I use 
| Lt? 

0 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, 

1 go ahead, yes, yes. 

2 A wt Joe 

Fi E. Roho WhOuwis in a position to know says that 

4 “prostitution has risen by J00 Stems repeat, 700% between 
5 1973 and 1974. That greatly alarms us, Judge Berger. 
: And then juvenile crime increased in Fairbanks by 

7 114% by 360%, in the 11-12 age group. I guess by 

8 looking around you can see the majority of our 


9 | people in McPherson are young people. We already 


30 have problems. What's this going to mean to Fort 
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McPherson? It‘s not hard to predict. Some of it 
will be bigger institutions, sent away from their 
homes, and what do they learn there? They learn more 
Lo opment 

THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse 
me, they learn more what? 

A They learn more of 
what they are put there for, I mean. 

THE COMMISSLONER: Oh, in 
institutions when you commit some offense, some crime, 
yes, -- 

A vse fai oe 

THE COMMISSIONER: I 
follow you. 

A. And then by that 
time, them young people are going to be Sa one 
there's going to be a pipeline. Offenses caused by 
our young people, will they be blamed? It is forced 
on them, it will be forced on them. Who is going 
to feel it? It's us people, the parents. Everything 
looks good by drawing it here over the land for a 
pipeline. We have seen some pictures of it in 
the magazines, always : we see pipeline laid on smooth 
ground. They don't show us pictures of pipeline 
going up the side of a hill or -- we know the country, 
we know it's rough, so it's pretty hard for us to 
swallow all that pleasant talk about pipeline not 
harming our land. 

Judge Berger, if I 


kept on, you'd be tired of listening, so thanks for 


ap a 
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THE COMMISSIonE,®: Well, 


! listening. ! 
| 
I am not tired of listening and I thank you for | 














4 your statement, Mr. McDonald. 
5 Mr. McDonald mentioned 

a the meat and the fish in the community reefer and 

7 the hostel reefer, and I should say for the record that 

8 yesterday morning the Chief took me down to the | 
3 hostel reefer and the community ene and I saw | 
Lo the people's lockers overflowing with caribou meat, | 

| 

11 so I did see that evidence of the extent to which | 
2a the people rely upon the caribou and the fish, | 
anor Mr. McDonald. 
‘ai (WITNESS ASIDE) | 
- THE COMMISSIONER: Well, | 
16) + think it is 5 o'clock. Maybe we should adjourn 

17) until 8 o'clock. We will adjourn now then until 

18 8 o'clock tonight,so we'll all come back at 
19 8 o'clock tonight and bear in mind that I really have | 
20 to go to Old Crow tomorrow morning, so tonight those | 
21 people who want to speak should come down and be 
a“ here and we'll start off at 8 o'clock tonight, so | 
= thank you. | 
24 

25 | (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 
. (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 

ps | | 
2g | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 

29 ladies and gentlemen, we'll call our meeting to order 

30 this evening and those of you who still have not been | 
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heard from will have an opportunity to speak this 
evening. Professor Ritter? 
JOHN RITTER, sworn. 

A Thank you. Mr. 
Justice Berger, in the last three days here you 
have heard from many people. Old and young alike, 
speak about what their land means to them. This 
evening my friends want to speak some more on the 
subject and bring in some new evidence to support 
the kinds of things that Neil Colin talked about in 
his presentation yesterday. 

The focus, the main idea 
that they will be talking about concerns place names, 
Loucheux names for the lakes, mountains, creeks, and 
other features of Peel River country. 


(eeWr ce start ror, “hy 


_ talking just a little bit about how we have collected 


and written down these names and also a little about 
what we hope to do with the material we have collected. 
I will then turn the discussion over to Ruth 

Carroll and Andrew Kunnizzi and William Nerysoo, and 
they will tell you something about the names of 
certain places, what they mean in English, what they 
mean in Loucheux whan how the people have used the 
land. 

I began my language work 
here in Fort McPherson just about three years ago. 
Part of my job was to devise a new alphabet for the 
Loucheux language and we are now ready to Orin Up 


two new Loucheux dictionaries: an illustrated dictionary 
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for the children and a general reference dictionary | 
for the adults. In the course of learning about the | 
3 | language and the history of Peel River, I found that | 


the people have a fantastic number of names for places 











"4 in their country, and just about every name has a 
6 story or a set of stories behind it. 

" After talking with the 

B people here we decided to try and write down each and 

| every one of the names. This work has been going on 
aa now for just about two years and as of now we have 
a approximately 350 Loucheux names written down. | 
7" Most of the information 

189 we have comes from William Nerysoo and Andrew Kun- | 
14) nizzi, but we have also been helped by Charles ‘Koe | 
__|| | 
ita Chief Johnny Kay, and a number of other people as | 
Be well, and we'd like to thank them here for all their | 
‘aid help. | 
ail Now, the maps have been 
a checked and re-checked and re-checked again, and I 
is think that they are about as accurate as they can 
a be. The first results of our work you can see on 
22] the maps hanging on the wall here to the left and 
3) also up in front. The art work on the maps was done 
24 | by Piet Van [oon and we'd like to thank him for his 
ra assistance. Each Loucheux name has been given a number 
sal on the map. In most cases the names are too long 
i! 
2 to write directly on the map and of course the maps 
| are fairly small anyway. 
el Along with the maps is 
JZ a master list of the names with English translations just 
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like the preliminary draft I showed you yesterday and 





we'll soon be submitting a full write-up to the 
taghary;, “along of course with a copy of the 
maps. 

Let me note right now that 
very, very few names of Native origin appear on 
official maps, the maps that are produced by the 
Department of Energy, Mines and Resources. Now, 
some people outside when they look at those maps 


might well get the idea that most of Peel River 





country hasn't been used or has been uninhabited. 
That's true not just of Peel River, but of the North 
in general. 
Of course, the Native | 
place names, however, prove just the opposite. We 
hope to change the situation and we'll be sending 
our maps and the names to Ottawa to a group of 
people there called the Canadian Permanent Committee 
On Geographical Names. These are the people respon- 
sible for approving or allowing new names to be put 
on official maps. 
Eventually we also 
hope to produce a set of maps with the names written 
in Loucheux, rather than in English and that will 
have to come later once we find the funds to do 
Pe witir. 
We think that the 
young people of Fort McPherson can learn a great 


deal about the history of their people from the 





place names and the stories that go with them, and so 
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we will also be making this work available to the 
school so that hopefully it might be used in teaching 
Social Studies. 

I think that I have 
said enough now just to give you a little bit of 
background on what we have done, and so I'll 
turn the discussion over to Ruth Carroll. 

RUTH CARROLL, sworn. 

A Mr. Berger, for 


centuries my people have lived on this land 


without much interference from anyone. Hunting, fishing 


and trapping was and still is our way of life. 
Before the coming of the whiteman , we lived off 
the resources of our land, which at that time were 
plentiful. Today although the number of game has 
decreased in great number, we are still continuing 

to use it at our pleasure and many of us still con- 
tinue to maintain hunting and fishing sites that 
are centuries old. 

Virtually every lake, 

river, stream and mountain bears a name 
given by my people and our ancestors. All and all, it 
is a huge area of land extending from the headwaters 
of the Blackstone River, Hart River, Wind River 
and Bunklin(?)River south to Mackenzie Delta. The names 
tell where people have lived and how they have lived. 
They tell of game, fish, birds, burial grounds, 
legendary figures, encounters with the Eskimos, plus 
many, many more. 


Here are some examples: 
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Game. We have 
Sheep Creek and Black Bear Creek or no, Bear Creek. 
Sheep Creek in Loucheux is Divii Daaghoo Njik. 

Bear Creek in Loucheux is Shok Diidhal Khaii 

oe 

Fish. We have Sucker 
Creek and Crooked Back Lakes. Sucker Cree’, Daat'sat 
Chiivaa. Crooked Back Lakes: Daalt'an Jithinuu. 

Birds. Eagle River and 
Loon Lake. Eagle River: Izhin N'jik. Loon Lake; 
Daadzaii Van. 

Burial grounds. We have 


only one. Shakey Heads Grave: Dittchi Daathuk Vitt- 


hunk'it. 
Legendary figures. Shilti 
Shiltii means to sit in fear -- and I don't think 


I really should tell anything about this right now -- 
maybe one of these guys here could say something 
about it later on. 

Encounters with the 
Eskimos. Taa'aii Khanjilnaii. Now, years ago 
when the Eskimo and the Indian used to fight, I 
guess there were some Eskimos on their way up river 
to fight with the Indians and their paddles broke 
at this -- I don't know how many miles up the 
river it is, but when their paddles broke they 
had to land there and make new ones and this is 
why the place is called Paddle Creek today. 

Some names are very, 


very old, so old in fact that their original meaning 
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1 has become lost in the course of time. This is 





8) good proof that the people have known such places 
2) for generations and generations. One example we 
4 have is Edeh njik for which we don't have any good 


5 translation. 





6 Now, we have William 


7 Nerysoo and Andrew Kunnizzi with more examples in 


8 Loucheux. The first one we have here is Hart 

9 River. Hart River up here and this is what he is 
10 going to tell you about. 
ubyh THE COMMISSIONER: Where 
iD is McPherson, just for my -- 
13 | A I’ think’ Lt! ishup 
14 here someplace. We are talking about Hart River 
15 right here. 
16 Now we have William 


17 Nerysoo to talk about three other places. 





18 ANDREW KUNNIZZI, resumed. 
ang) MR. RITTER: Maybe 


20 we could have Mr. Charlie summarize for us. 

de a ! MR. CHARLIE (Interpreter) : 
yi) Mr. Berger, ‘as Andrew Kunnizzi was speaking here 

oy referring to where people used to live and where they 
2A go and what they did and many years ago and I'd like to 
25 find where is Bonnet Plume’River. Like Hart River, in that 
26 area here, all through in here is -- people used to 


a travel all through here like in the summertime and 





28 then in the wintertime the same, so after they're through 
BAS there around in the winter they come down to Bonnet Plume 


30 River and Peel River Junction and from there they make 
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a skin boat and then they come through the canyon, 
which we call Lower Canyon and this is a pretty 
rough water, so sometimes they make a skin boat, 
it takes about fourteen mooseskin as they hear about 
it. I've been around in this area myself and I 
know this area and they come into the canyon, they 
pass half of it and then they land and then the 
womans and the children, they have to walk across 
the portage and the mens come through with the 
boat and from there all the way right down to 
McPherson they travel with this skin boat. 

So he is referring to 
around headwater of Ogilvie, that's, part, of! the 
Peel River and all through Blackstone and Bonnet Plume 
River and up in the headwater of Bonnet Plume River and 
all through on the west side of Richardson is where 
they did most of their hunting and trapping and 
they lived up there for some time and this ;is 
where most of the time they have been living off 
the country. 

So this is taking about 
all what he said and it gives you an idea about how 
far people used to go away from here and where they 
lived and they sometime leave here in the fall and 
they stay up there all winter, until next spring they 
come back. 

Se nowvi Gehink Iymade it - 
you know, took up as much as I could on it and now 
we will let William Nerysoo take on and then we'll 


translate that again. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Fine. 


MR. CHARLIE: So thank 
you. 

MR. RITTER: We are going 
to ask William Nerysoo to talk about three places and 
I think we'll ask Ruth to point on the map where 


they are. These are for a different area of the 


EN OO a 


Peel River, on the other side of the Richardson 

Mountains. The first of these is a place called Viats it 

gwin jhik(?) Sometimes called Snare River. Another 

one there is a place called xloft dithii(?) which 

has to do with the old caribou fences, it is the 

site of those. So I wonder if we could ask William 

to speak. in Loucheux about those places. | 
WILLIAM NERYSOO, resumed. 
A Mr. Berger, I ! 


would really like to make a brief presentation in 





the area of Road River. He would like to tell you 
a few things about Road River. It is approximately 
45 miles from McPherson up the Peel River. It has 

a Loucheux name and it has a history behind it. 

the reason it isscalled, that, he says) thatoin a 
Loucheux name is Vheeklon jhik(?) 

Long before the white man 
was here the Native people were very primitive. They 
got no matches, that's why we are just giving you a 
demonstration there of two stones and the little thing 
he had in the middle is birch bark, and the Native 


people found that they could do this, there is a certain 
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kind of stone at the head of this poaqg River and 
this is where they found it, and as a result the 
people lived there <= about fifty families, twenty 
families lived at the headwaters of this river for 
many years, for a long time during summer because 
of these stones, they make fire, they lived there, 
they made fire with this. 

Then they would go 
over the mountains to the west side and there they 
hit another river that flows the other way and that 
they call Snare River. In Loucheux, that, he calls 
that Via it guyn jhik(?) in Loucheux. He says 
that the reason they call that, that time it was 
a very steep river and the caribou crossed this 
river, and the only means of killing the caribou, 
the easiest way they had of killing those caribou 
in those days is bow and arrow. These people 
would get these caribou in this river and it was an 
easy way of killing caribou. So that is the reason 


that they call that Snare River. 


Now, ) up in) this) particular 


area, they have Kloft di thii(?) That means they 
used to make some sort of corral for the caribou and 
there was a mountain in front of it and there was 
no way these caribou would go past so they had them 
head on into this sort of corral that they built and 
this is another way of killing caribou. 

Now, these are just 


three different illustrations I talked about to show 


you that these names are hundreds of years old and these 






































ie i: a a 


aa “F 
bine yevew tise AN ase GE 
old tivess 5 25 bas sak paver “yeds ered et eirt 
yseows! vbot thine 3283 jyods == ‘eredd bovis, siqoaq 
0% asv it abd to exedswbsed ods ts bevir eoxtined 
eavisded oti ‘ents amid pact B 02 yeTaey: ynein 








|  yexSA9 BovET| eit" ieee oxen ‘yotts"" ae ih ends 5a j 
| Lh OE OE ae , ‘ebay ashi anid ‘sbsa! ‘yeas hs 
| op binow ied inate egy arn fe 8 te 


ysds eredty bas eble rar) Pres y ‘sntignoom! Sat sev0. | 
etd ‘bas “yaw vedio odd aeold jad” ‘4evis weddons ‘did | 
aliases sa halal xustiouad’ Ar” tevLt Biane tad ‘yor 


avea a oH | eee ab cshaxtae aye PE aolv “ded i 


eow Ff emis Jsdt \teds itso yas nowss% ada Yedd 
| Bind Peeeors vod iso et? ‘bite, newer depose vis ‘6 bi 
Hodites, oid pri LL Edt to ameein vitae pita Kwe ,revix pet” 
wrod hea eas ents L est to bs yont yew doatiinn ‘ony | OF 
siqdsq saedT worse bas wod ek aysb sacdd ak si 
he ssw $¢ bne seved eid ot Ubdites webud Yep blade lai 


| noeKe1 dt et taht Ob ,vodiwed) partis So tow Yado [8 | 


| er er ee seat fies. ‘ya seit “yes 
a ties iia aigs at qu wow era | | Bs ate OY ae Ae ia 


yons \angem Pett (ep bbad ip 201% ‘eyed’ youd shore PSE 

bris hell ‘ait? tO? Lexx0o. Xo sxe ‘ence! eisai od, Boas |S 

asw exedt bas tb 20 #nor¥ ina! ‘atksnuom én aiads te 

mods bet Yond 68 "ang 6p bivew wodizes eesd? yew on 1/68 
bas ti bed ere send Lertos 26" g208! abd a¥nk n6 ‘bsoil 
weds wanes Ro! yew teistons ‘ah elds | 
sock wad pial) spears Ge: iu AN fal a recat 
morte od su0ds' ‘bodtes a iedoseauaaian Seabed ts ‘eexne? ieee 
sues bas ‘Blo exast x0" stexbaod exe win Blond ade bt 


fi i. AD 


; . : : - if PY . er i its 
1 7 7 ae thee 


ANS am 


ALLWEST REPORTING L-TD. 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 




















William Nerysoo 


names will apply to these various places long 
before the white man ever came here, to show you 
that they lived theré and they used that land. 

So, Mr. Berger, I hope 
that you are happy to hear that story. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, 
I am. Could I just see those rocks, stones -- 

MR. RITTER: “Iwas 
just going to say that the examples which Andrew and 
William have talked about have to do with the 
up~-river country and there are many more names, 
especially -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: You 
mean the upper Peel? 

MR. REUTERS The upper 
Peel and the upper Eagle River. 

THE COMMISSIONER: The 
upper what river? 

MR. RITTER: The Eagle - 

THE COMMISSIONER: The 
Eagle, yes -- 

MR. RITTER: Across the 
mountains there. Of course there are a great many 
more names, and fey, down around McPherson here 
and on into the Delta and I just wonder if we might 
ask CharlesKoe to take one of the -- which you might 
call the most famous name in the delta and tell just 
a little bit about how it came to be that and I have 
in mind Lucy Rat's place, Vhin dey gwah chik(?) 


CHARLES KOE, resumed. 
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1 A It is hard for me | 
2 to know everything about this Peel River, but I 


| 
; | 
have known that Peel River area since I was born and | 


3 

4 I know all the Loucheux names around the whole delta, 
| 

3 not only one name, but I know hundreds of them and | 


6/ it is just about twelve miles down here they call 





| | 
7| Husky River and they call it in Loucheux,pnhoe kuh toochik { 





Al that means there is just a lot of driftwood in that ee 
9 | you know, that's what it means, and these places 
10 | people have been using it for, oh, the a 300 

years maybe, probably, and then the next place they 

ba dere Oh. o yes and dn houchewse they call ft Vita des 
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people living, fF know one old Lady Jived, the ryent | 
| 


16) all her life with family and she still own that place, 


L7 | but she is living right in McPherson and she can ! 
i and relations | 
13 | go down with her daughter/ and they are still there and 

| 
| they are still making a living the same as in the 
20 | 

| 


Olden days -- a little bit different but they are 


} 
| 
| 
x still making use of that country, they know what to 
| 


22! do to that place that they usually do for all their 
23 life. 
24 | The next place they 


“2 call it, Ehday koi chik oii(?Well, I don't know what 





that means, I think that just only God could move 
a one place to the other, but the Indian people they 


28) Said, this place, it means that this place has moved 





29 to the other place, probably there was a little 


| 
: 





30 island one time there, maybe it just disappeared, this | 


cA) 
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is what is the name of that place, and this 
place they usually make a living there way before -- 
the white people metie there because I heard a story 
about these places, it was very, very old, some 
of these people in this community here, they made 
living from one place here which is good place to 
move and we all moved from different directions to 
a different place again and, this one I think it's -- 
everybody made use out of this country. That doesn't 
mean people that stays one place. Believe me; you 
know they have moved from different place to the 
different direction and different way of moving and 
all these things is done for their Javing., You better 
remember my friend, them days there was no way to 
make living except for wild animal. Everywhere you 
looked for different direction, you are always 
looking for this wild animal too, to make a living 
OVI, BOT 

So these things people 
talk about not only one person done. They all made 
the same move and same living and you see the 
population of McPherson here, if you think just one 
person done that, they all done the same things. You 
see some people that talking about what they have 
done and where they have been, but remember, you might 
as well say we all done it. This is the way that 
I think about it and you see how old these two, three 
different places that people made living, but. that 
is just a touch of it, you know, just a little piece 


that we are talking about. And you know a person 
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~- a person asks one another, you know this fellow 
named old John Dry Meat, and he is a very old resident 
of the delta, and a person ask him, "Did you know that 
lake?" "Oh, yes,"he says. "If God made one lake here, 
that is the only one I don't know." You say that is 

; | where the people is, and across these people look 

all over direction, they say delta. You know it is 
just like "A,B,C" to everybody, you know, this is 


9 | how good. ~1t looks: kindof brushy, but; boy; I tell 


0 | VOU; tiey Can Just gO TLght out from country to any 


1; place in the delta, they can take you without losing 











themselves. Why? Because they made living out of 
Lt; 

Thank you very much. 

MR. RITTER: Thank you 
| Charles. I think Ruth has a few general comments to 
| make on this material and with that we will conclude. 


RUTH CARROLL, resumed. 


A You see from what 
| we have shown oe, on the map, from what the two old 
timers here have told you -- three old timers here, 
that most of the real Peel River country lies within 
the Yukon Territory. Seen through the history of 
land use by the people, ‘ the border is fiction and 
was never recognized by the people as anything but 
an artificial line drawn by outsiders. 

Many of the younger 
people have seen only parts of this up-river country, 
especially since they have been going to school and 


living in the hostel. Still they hear about that country 


4 #8 
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Johnny Semple 


from their parents and they continue to consider all 
that land theirs. 

Right now the Dempster 
Highway is cutting through, through the heart of the 
Peel River country without the people being asked 
whether it should be built or not. 

Okay, this is bad enough 
so this is one of the reasons we don't want any other 
developments before our land claims are settled. I 
hope that what we have presented here will give 
you a better understanding of how my people feel 
about our country. Our people feel that you can't 
talk of development without talking about our land. 

Thank you very much. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
you. Thank you, Professor. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE INTERPRETER: Mr. 
Berger, we have one old man here who wanted to speak 


the very first day when you opened up and ever since. 


I think he never had the chance and he is still looking 


forward to giving his presentation. I now bring him 
beside me and I'll get him to speak. 
JOHNNY SEMPLE, sworn. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Go 


ahead, sir. 


THE INTERPRETER: Mr. Berge 


he says, I have lived quite a long time now and I am 
an old man now and he says I am about pretty near one 


of the few that are oldest in McPherson. 
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He says that he is now 
87 years old. During my time and part of the time 
I have been happy and other part of the time I wasn't 
happy too. 

He says that many years 
ago, he says, I lived in Dawson City, and at that time 
he says he went down the river and he seen different 
things there and he says there he seen four big 
stern wheeler operating from Nome up to Dawson. 

When they fueling the boat they were burning fuel 
there in those boilers and he says whenever they were 
fueling up they spill lots Oil, and he says an eddy 

is where a strong current and then the water sort 

of a whirling, and he says them eddies are just full 
Ofe 0141. 

At that time he says 
those Indians around there they said,we wouldn't see 
any more King Salmon coming up this river -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: The 
Yukon River, is it? 

A Yes, and this is 
about 50 years ago. And last winter he said he 
went back to Dawson and visiting that place he said 


he still see the people are killing fish. He said 


he making this story, he say, it's something worthwhile-- 


it is a worthwhile story that I am making right now, 
he says. 

He said he got married 
over there and he said that he's living over there and 


his wife came to school and she was either Grade 10 or 
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| 
| 
12 and she really know and he Says they're living right | 
in town and he says they get newspaper every morning. 
Russian people they made newspaper, they put an article 
in the newspaper is what we seen in there. | 
At that time the article | 


read and it says, one time ago Alaska -- we owned 


Alaska, and he said we sold it to the United States. 





You didn't pay us enough so give us little more money 
for it. So the president of the United States told 
him no. The United States told him and said no, and 
the Russian people said if you don't pay us anymore 
Onwaty he says, someday, he says, we're going to ate 
war over it. | 


That is one short story 





of mine. 
LILS, “Us 16, around that 


time he says that the United States and the Canadian 


people, they made an article in the paper. They 
said they wanted to give the Yukon Territory and the 
Northwest Territories for debt. So he says they were [ 
given too much debt, so this is why they wanted to give 
it away. So the United States told Canadians that they 
had land big enough. He said it is hard to change ae 
people and their ways, and during the time that I ae. 
living in Dawson, he says, I didn't know what was taking 
place and what was the activity in the Northwest Territory 


| 
and the Yukon, part of it, I didn't know. 





He said afterwards him and 
his family, they came over here to visit the people. 


1928. There was one Indian agent who used to come here, 


| 
. 
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| 
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his name is Harry and he say he was interpreter for 
him. And at that time he said he asked him and he 
asked him if he was a treaty Indian and he told him 
no. He told me, "Why don't you accept that treaty 
money?" He said that time he told him, he said,"When 
I work I earn $5.00 very quickly. You want me to 
wait $5.00 one whole year?" 

At that time he said he 
told *fimy-"As “bong as "you -live '£t "s'*for “that, "he “says, 
"you're getting $5.00." He said he told him that he 
was going to go back home and ask his wife what she 
thought about it. He said he went and seen her and 
she told him, "Take it, you're not going to be lucky 
all the time, accept that treaty money for our chil- 
dren." And he says he went back to Yukon, around 
Dawson and he say he stayed there many years again 
and then came back here afterwards. 

He says a pipeline is 
going to come and people are talking on this Inquiry 
thing about it and he says what they all say, he says, 
me I don't think that. 

If this pipeline comes, 
he says, our children, he says, will get a lot of 
help from it. A lot of people think the pipeline is 
going to kill animal or game, but he says pipeline 
is not a poison. He said all the children are going 
to school, and he says they're getting high in grades 
and he says he is referring to his grandchildren that 
are now living in Aklavik. 


He said after, he says, 





a b eonsedta, ait? Aout slaceg 20 08, A =o qied | 





























mat blot oa bas nstbal vise, & ‘enw off, 3h ota, Boras fe 
wisexd ted, tgepoe, yoy 3! nob xaw" vom blog. Hf  .on We. 
nodW" ,bise od mid blot ed amit dedt bise oH “fyenom |? 
os ‘om snow 1 OX | oettoop: yey, 00,28 er89 L arow t fe ; 
(a ane "Sasay, ezortw ‘20, 00. 2 tkew | 
on bise od. comb, tant, 28 ui i rag »s) Cha me : | 
,ayse od. {teda x02 eth evel voy as. eat, ea" vm) bios 
ad jadt mest. bod on) bisa oH. "00. ee} paissen extuoy" AGE 
ada jedw tiv eld dee bao emort aos eps enkoe ssw 
bas iad 988 bas grew ert bise eh, adh dwods, ddguods is 
eas ad od emtoy gon sz toy oe exs't" ak Every erle 
“Lino 440 x04 paca NIsextF sbehad 3q9998 conta ons ifs | 
iting voter, ot toed tnsw wa ey se od bod * este ahs 
| Mises eiosy ynem exo boyste on yee, en bas iceraiits 
| ebrswi9It8 e790 aoed! ems neds. be I 
ai snifegig. S e#yae of | ae ie. tS he aia 
yivpal ehas nO, patties ate afaoed a amas ot pakop | 
eyse 98 tes fhe yeas Jew ayse ad bas. 3s, dueds . end | 
Ly ae ere) Ue | «sd2. Aaids 3 'a08 tom | 
29109 onion ess, th Pigy. Gade ith ie ew | 
to tos & tog. fhe <OY8E, 2a saaabbisdo sisi eae nae | 


suiledig @¥es ef, jd yomey xo Lemtas 112 09 patop |e 

| 2ntep e6, nexbiid> ats Ls, bise on ppoabog Ksoncad 
rebexy: mt iti alidtiies oF yoda: eysa. od, bas yLoordse oF 
| mane eas 3 Bid 02h, enivister 2i ed syse ed bas |) 85 

eR rere  eldyataa at eaivil wot o8) je 
ve mae use oa ‘ ies Mec, Gane miele ; “ang Lot 


7 . | 
i} F au : <i iio 2 


‘ a ; ; , 
; ‘jeden a fo, ge cw Oe oy) ¢ ad wed i 


Lage" . | 


ALLWEST REPORTING L-TD. 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 


Johnny Semple 
Karen Graham 


1] the older people pass away like, and then he says the 
2|| younger children they're educated, he says, they can 


3] make their living like white people. 





4 He says if they want 


5|| the pipeline now they can bring it and he says if they 
é don't bring it now he says that one time to come, he 
7, says it would have come. That time he says if they 


g | don't bring it now and he says when the time comes 








9 they're going to put the pipeline through, he says, 
10 I wouldn't be around anyways, he says. 
ll This is all I have to 
13 say, Mr. Berger, and thank you. 
sie: THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you : 


14 | very much, sir. 


2s (WITNESS ASIDE) 

16 

iW KAREN GRAHAM, sworn. | 
18 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, 

19 go ahead, ma'am. 





20 A My name is Karen 
pq) Graham and I am one of the nurses in this community. 

Big The paper that I have was not prepared for the pipeline 
23 Inquiry. We presented it at the AA workshop in June. 

24 Elizabeth and Neil Colin 
25 have requested that I read this again to illustrate 


26 the problem caused by alcohol in this community and 





27 || their-fears that these will - 1ncrease during the construction 
28 of a pipeline. 
29 The nursing station sees 


30 a wide variety of problems, due directly and indirectly 
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cae veritable hal Karen Graham 
a to the excess use of alcohol. 
2 The most obvious use 
3 and the one most people think of immediately is 
4 due to the fights that alcohol starts. We have 
5 to stitch up cuts from fist blows, knives and falls. 
6 | Blows to the head may cause concussion and unconscious- 
? ness. The trouble with this kind of injury is that 
8 alcohol masks all our danger signs. Alcohol affects 
9 the pupils of theeyes, speech, reflexes and 
10 co-ordination. These are the very things we want to 
Yi watch in a head injury. It makes a concussed 
12 drunk a dangerous and worrisome patient to have around, 








because his symptoms are not necessarily an accurate 
view of brain damage, but may be due to the alcohol. 

The number of people we 
see varies with the time of year and how many 


people are in town. From the middle of last December 


to the end of April, we rarely saw less than three 


people a week needing sutures, and sometimes as many 
as six. This 156 in half a year does not include 
those who never come for treatment. We know that there 
are quite a few who never do because often people ask 
if we saw so and so, if we stitched up so and so, 
because they saw them in a fight with a big long 
Gut ¢ 

During the summer and 
early fall, during spring ratting when a lot of people 
are in the bush our numbers decrease quite sharply. 
We can notice an increase when everybody in town comes 


e 
in, such as for the Berger Inquiry, we have had an 
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a increase already because during this last week : 

2 there are more people in town and you can notice a | 

5) definite difference, we are much busier. 

4 Broken bones are a regular 

5 occurance, either because of a fight or because some- 

6 || one is so drunk that his co-ordination is completely | 
| | 

7 gone. He can't walk and keeps falling down. May 





8 trip over something that he hits too hard. | 





9 Another danger becomes | 
10 apparent in winter. If someone stumbles and | 
ui falls into the snow, he may well remain there and 
12 freeze to death. If it is not that serious or dramatic, 
13 we may just see him at the Nursing Station with 
14 frozen cheeks or ears or hands or feet. Alcohol had made 
LS him so numb and unthinking that he did nothing to | 





16| prevent this, and sometimes it would have been easily 





Le preventable. 





18 This winter there were 

19 only three serious freezings, but when you consider 

20 that two were due to alcohol and could have been 
21 avoided, that is too many. | 
22 Alcohol also damages the <a 
23 itself directly. It can cause ulcers by irritating the 
2A lining of the stomach, and we have a good many people | 
25 in this community who if they do not actually have 
26 ulcers, have alcoholic gastritis, and we see them | 
Fa | quite frequently. Alcohol can irritate the vocal | 
28 chords so that one's voice is always harsh and | 
Pet, rough and we say someone has a "whiskey throat". | 
30 Some people become so 
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nervous after drinking that they can't cope with the | 
slightest problem in their life. If anything goes | 
wrong, they cannot sit down and say I have a problem, 
let's solve it. They panic or they try to ignore it by 
drinking more. We have a fair number of people in town 
with this problem. They are not fulfilling their 
own potential as people and they are not of any 
benefit to their community . 

We have been guite lucky 
in Fort McPherson in that we have not seen any 
liver disease, but I would like to mention -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Any 


what disease? 





A Liver disease. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Liver, | 
yes. 

A Cirrhosis of the | 
livery... But Lt is also damage to’ the body which is | 
aggravated by alcohol, and once the liver ceases to | 
function, brain damage and death will follow. | 

A very dramatic and worryin 
result of alcohol is the overdose. There have been 
eight this winter since I came here in September. Three 


children have been poisoned because their parents 


were drinking and did not notice what their children 
were into. All three of these children were extremely 
lucky. They could have died very, very easily. 
Accidental poisonings are bad enough, but easy enough 
to understand when you think of how easily children get 


into anything and everything, but it hurts more 
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he's done, he feels even more ashamed and guilty which 


: and upsets me more when you know that the children ) 
é had two or three unsupervised hours to eat dangerous | 
: pills because his ecgtas were drinking. 
4 Young girls who drink | 
3 and who are not getting the attention they wish 
a may sometimes take pills. Their brains are so befuddled | 
7 that they can't think of a good and acceptable way to 
: get attention and therefore take pills. We have had three of 
, these this winter. 
: Occasionally an alcoholic 
se overdose may simply be a mistake, something that could 
12| be a tragic mistake, so far has not been. Thinking | 
| to take an aspirin for a headache, a drunk may just 
14 keep taking all the pills in the bottle, forgetting that | 
a he has already taken one. 
a The most distressing : 
1? effects of alcohol that nurses see are the problems it | 
a causes in the family. The relationship between the 
ad husband and the wife suffers almost immediately. 
20 There is no real communication between them, and any 
21 irritations which exist become greater when drinking. 
ok There are quarrels, but no real attempt to solve a 
23 problem, neither of them will ever sit down and say, 
= "Listen, what -- when you do this it really, really 
oat bothers me." It just builds up and builds up inside 
os until they're drinking and then a fight starts. 
wi Sometimes a man will beat his wife, not because he 
— hates her but because he can't stand himself and his 
] own failures, and when he is sober and remembers what 
ere) 
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often leads to more drinking. The wife who is always 
being beaten may come to believe that she is such a 
bad person, that maybe she deserves this beating, 
maybe she is really doing something wrong and she 
really deserves being beaten like this all the 

time. Andif she feels like this she will never ever 
try to improve things or she may feel so helpless that 
she becomes convinced that there is nothing she can 

do to make her life better. She feels that she is 

not in control of her life in any way. 

There can be no argument 
about who suffers most from alcoholism in a family, and 
that is the children. Parents who drink may simply 
neglect their children. This means inadequate food 
and clothing, no supervision to stop them from doing 
dangerous things or not bringing them for medical 
treatment until long after they become ill. 

Sometimes they arrive at the Nursing Station with 
something that might have been minor and easily 
attended to four days previously, but which has pro- 
gressed to such a state that the child is very, very 
sick and sometimes you begin to wonder if a family 
is drinking, whether you can trust them to carry out 
the instructions that you give them with a sick 
child. And it is something that you worry about 
when you send a child home with someone, with a 
family who drinks quite a lot. 

Once in a while a drinking 
parent will take out their frustrations on their chil- 


dren and manhandle and beat them. 
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There is a much more subtle | 
and important damage done to the children of alcoholics 
than physical neglect and beating. This damage is to the, 
children's view of himself as a person of worth in his | 
world. If a parent is too involved with alcohol he | 
may be unable to love his child or provide him with a | 
feeling of safety and security from which he can ) 
grow to be an independent adult. Since no one appears 
to love him, the child may come to belive that he is 
not lovable or worthwhile as a person, so he begins 


to feel that there is no point in trying to learn daa 





or do anything because anything that he starts is doomed | 


from the start because he isn't a worthwhile person. 
The Stage is then set for him to become an alcoholic 
as well, because he has no goals in life, no belief 


in himself, he is not an independent person, he 


| 


doesn't know what his potential is. 

Some of the children of 
alcoholics learn neither the ways of the bush nor do they 
go to school. If their parents are drinking they don't 
make ae go to school, often times it is difficult 
to make alcoholic parents understand the importance 
of school, but because they are so involved:lin alcohol, 
they do not teach their children how to live off the 
land. They cannot survive in the ways of 
their own people nor in the white man's way. What 
hope is there for them to grow up proud of themselves, 
their people and their way of life? They begin to 
show the affects fairly early by becoming behaviour . 


problems by excessive shyness, by not communicating with 
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other people, by acting out by agression, beating up 
on other younger children. Be Lot. OF: 

problems that the eeicet Pee ees come to us with are 
because the parents are alcoholics. 

Children are wise beyond 
their years. You have fame to witness their pride and 
support of parents who have stopped drinking. They 
are just bursting with it. No one is more aware of the 
strength this shows and how the value of their parents 
to themselves, their family and their community has 
increased since they ceased to depend on alcohol. The 
fact that children are happy when their parents stop 
drinking is an indication of hope for the future of 
their people. 

The AA has made an excelent 
beginning in McPherson. Its members are a credit to 
their community. It has not been an easy battle, it 
will continue for some time. The AA members are often 
bothered by people who still drink, who are upset 
because these people have control of their lives, 
they are jealous of their sobriety, of the new way 
their lives are going and it makes things very, very 
aifticult for them. 

Even if the decision is 
in favour of the pipeline, I feel that every effort must 
be made to minimize the problems that can be foreseen 
as a result of its construction. 

Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 


you very much, ma'am. We'd like to have your statement 
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Caroline Carmichael 


1 so it can be marked as an exhibit, if you would let 


2} Ms havevit, please. . | 























. (STATEMENT OF KAREN GRAHAM MARKED AS EXHIBIT C-54) 
5 || THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse 
6 | me, that is your statement, but when you began you 
7 said that some people had asked you to read it? 
| A Yes. | 
9 | THE COMMISSIONER: I es 
10) hear what you said. Do you mind repeating that? | 
A Well, I prepared | 
i; this for the AA, and Neil and Elizabeth requested that 
13 | I read it as an illustration of -- 
a THEMCOMMISS TONER uch. isee. | 
15| A -- the problems that 
16| they were talking about. They thought it might have 
a more bearing if I did it myself. | 
val THE COMMISSIONER: Fine, | 
‘ia sehanit you then. | 
20 | (WITNESS ASIDE) | 
i" 
| CAROLINE CARMICHAEL, Sworn. | 
THE INTERPRETER: Mr. Judge | 
| Berger, my name is Caroline Carmichael. I'm 78 | 
a years old. I have lived in this land all of my life. | 
oi I was first married to an Indian, he died 1928, and 
then for three years I lived around here and then was : 
a married again when I moved down to Aklavik and been | 
a there since. | 
25 | 
/ I came here McPherson for 
a the first of July and then heard you and your staff was 
| | 
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Charles Koe 


coming here so I waited. I've prayed for you all so 
you will have a good visit with the people of Fort 
McPherson. I have seen and heard all what was said 
to you by the people here for which I was very happy 
to hear. 

Me too, I would like to 


say a few words about the pipeline which everyone 


said something about,and I agree with them. I don't want! 


pipeline. "No way" I don't believe it will do us 
any good, it will only spoil our good land and bring 
a lot of problems for our young and old people of 
this good north land. 

This is all I have to 
say now, Judge Berger, and thank you very much for 
your nice visit to Fort McPherson, we will remember 
you in our prayers for all you are doing for us, 

all because we want to live happy all the time. 

Thank you and may God 
bless you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
you very much, ma'am. That statement will be 


marked. 
(STATEMENT OF CAROLINE CARMICHAEL MARKED EXHIBIT C-55) 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE INTERPRETER: ui 
have one here, Mr. Berger, and I would like to read 
it. 

CHARLES KOE, resumed. 


A This is Charles Koe 
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l talking. First I'd like to say hello to Judge 

2 Berger's staff and all the people of Fort McPherson. 

el This land is the best 

4 thing to the northern people in all the communities. 

5 Why we don't want pipeline to go over an area is eetieth: 

| that grows on it: animals, trees and others. There are 

7 | all six kinds of berries, roots which are all on 

8 | the land which make it our food. We pick these 

9 berries for special occasions. Christmas, Easter, and 
10 | other times which we are happy for. Sometimes we can 
WL use this land to grow other vegetables for our young 
12]| people like what they do down south. Why we talk about 
Be this land so much is because we can grow more animals. 
14] We don't want all sorts of noise which can destroy 

15 | our country and people. I see some tough times in my 
16 | days to get food and other things to keep me alive. I 
17 | hunt 300 miles which they call Hungry Lake area, Hart 
ial River, Blackstone. I'm not talking about myself, 

| but about most of the people which been there also. 

| I understand the pipeline they put natural gas in 

Da} different areas down SOUTH. “Next thing 1s .doing to 

‘ be real gasoline so the pipeline is going to be three 
23 | different kinds of natural gasoline, and fuel. We did 
a not fight for ourselves until today. I understand that 
25 | we should fight for ourselves. About time the people 
a for the Government and the Government itself, also the oil 
he | companies, about time they should get tired of Indians 
28 Saying yes. Time for them to say yes to the Indians. 
29 Quite a few times the Chief and the Council write 

30 out to federal and territorial governments and the 
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staff received this letter before the boss reads it, if 
anything is worthwhile Ay himethenen they can throw 

it in the garbage. This way when you write out we 
don't receive an answer back. Did you hear from this 
meeting that most of the people here talk to you about 
it, this means they like their land, they were through 
with it during their young life. This means for every- 
one in Fort McPherson. Mr. Judge Berger, I really 


enjoy your visit and I know you'll be -- do the right 


thing. I also thank your staff and the Chief and Band 


Council and the CBC and translator. Thanks to all 
again. I wish you in good health and 
during your travels to communities and God Bless 
aLL oof you. “Sign, Mr. Charles Koe. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 


you. That will be marked too. 


(LETTER OF CHARLES KOE MARKED EXHIBIT C-56) 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


THE COMMISSIONER: I think 
we will just take maybe five or ten minutes to 
stretch our legs and have a cup of tea. 

THE INTERPRETER: 
Thank you, Mr. Berger, I have one fairly long one in 
front of me and so I would be glad if we break. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Okay. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 


(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
ladies and gentlemen, I'll call our meeting to order 
now and we'll resume. 

THE INTERPRETER: I have 
been getting letters to read for other peoples, and 
at this time I have one here which I would like 
to present to you and it will be my own. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Your 
own? 

THE INTERPRETER: Yes. 


THE. COMMISSIONER: Fine. 


JOHN CHARLIE, resumed. 


A This is dated 
July 10, 1975, and Mr. Berger, 1 would at this time 


like to take the opportunity to say a few words and 


before I say anything I would like to say it is indeed 


a pleasure to have you here these three nights and 
on behalf of Fort McPherson I say we are very, very 
happy to have you and your party here and discussing 
all our problems with you. 

I would like now to 
proceed. I was elected Chief 1960 and back in by two 
acclamatioons and three years of that I was appointed 
from Ottawa and all those years I have been concerned 
with public affairs and .-- I've been here, I came 
over here, and since 1929 I have seen quite a lot 
of change. 1935 I came to McPherson and I stayed 
around here until now and people Northwest Territory 


are very concerned about this land. 
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And Mr. Berger, before 
I go on I would like to say the land the people are 
concerned about, long time ago the Hudson's Bay 
was supposed to have claimed this land and one 
time afterwards they went and sold it to the Crown 
for a big sum of money and this is how the Government 
claimed the land and this is how we get to 
understand about our land. 

Sometime afterwards then 
we were given Treaty 11. Now since people travel 
around a lot and have or getting to understand more 
abouts it. 


And since exploration 


started in the North we realized more about mineral right 


and how many mines in the Yukon and the Northwest 
Territories all controlled by government. This is 
where people are thinking of aboriginal rights and land 
claim and we the people are very concerned about 
trapping, hunting and fishing. 
Mr. Berger, everywhere you 
go you seen a lot about the people living and 
how they go about ways and means, like last summer 
while I was away you been to my fish camp and only my 
children were there and this is -- I was very happy 
you were there, but I am sorry too that I was away. 
BnVWwayy Mr. Berger, one 
time I was in Yellowknife and we had a law teacher. I 
knew -- his name was Mr. Thompson -- either his first 
or last, I don't know, but he was Mr. Thompson, 


anyway. -- And he had a meeting with the people in 
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John Charlie 


Yellowknife and he came to Yellowknife mainly to have 


a meeting with the people about the park that they 





wanted set on the enet arm of Slave Lake, but the people 
in Snowdrift was concerned about that land, it was | 
their trapping, hunting and fishing grounds, so they 
were opposed to it A I don't know how it is but 

I think it is still not a park. And this was how he 
read his final point. He said the wealth and the 
riches of the Northwest Territories is here for us 


Canadian people. So after he finished and he sat 





down, I got up and I introduced myself and I told hin, 
I said,"Mr. Thompson,"I said, "Referring to your final 


point," I said, "I would like to ask you when you 


talk about the wealth and the rich of the Territory 
is here for us Canadian," I asked him, "who is 
Canadian?" 


So he couldn't say a 


| 

| 
word for awhile and so right away I got up again and | 
I told him that when you talk about Canadian, I said, 
I was the one that was Canadian, and there was time 
ago I understood there is a department in Ottawa, 
it's Department of Citizenship and Immigration, I 
think it is, so I said, when you talk about Canadian 
I say that you're guest immigrant Canadian. And 
referring to the wealth and the rich in the Territory, 
this gives us an idea how to learn about all these 
things. 

Mr. Berger, another time 


in 1970 I went to Prince Albert with Land Claim 


Commissioner, Lloyd Barber, and we went to Prince Albert 
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1} ana they had a meeting with him and this one Indian | 
| 
2 guy came along and he said to Barber, he said that i 
3 we understand that Norewese Territories was a very 
4 rich Territory, but we heard thatthe people there are | 
2 very poor, puring 1970 I was In Yellowknife, I | 
6 seen two Indian who came from Manitoba and they | 
7] talked with me about what changes took place when | 
8 the white people first came into their area, and 





| 
? they said white man came killed all the game and all 




















the fish. 
11 When we hear talk like | 
12 | this we learn a lot from it. Beside people didn't | 
13 | understand much when they sign treaty, 1921, now | 
14) when they hear about pipeline, in each community 
= people got very concerned so everybody start talking | 
16 | about their land. They talk about their game and i 
sia fur, fish, timber, are all very valuable to them for | 
ni many years back and many years from now. 
a Mr. Berger, I must say 
20 | that I am happy to hear pretty near all the people | 
21 here are talking showing they're interested. | 
22 I must delete this because 
‘a the question I was going to ask about the pipeline | 
ail was asked today so we have a good answer on that so 
= I will not ask. 
28 One of the things that I 
i am mainly concerned about is the game regulation. Some- 
ne time we get to find out there is some changes in the 
i game and trapping regulation and without constltation : 
30 | | 





a with the people and I was thinking, if there is any 
| 
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change in regulation should be made, I think that the 
people should be consulted and they should make a 
new regulation to their satisfaction. 

Now this town here is 
in some way no satisfaction to peoples. Some of the 
houses are on utilidor and others have none. These 
houses -- the houses that haven't got the utility is -- 
the people who live in it they have a honey bucket and 
they put them by the sidewalk and this place when 
you're walking on the road you find out ‘that 
these roads and the ground is getting polluted all 
from sewage, and I think this should be well under 
consideration for health's sake. 

I would now like to say I 
am happy being here and you wanted to know we all agree 
~- we all agree and they pointed out the way now 
pipeline will destroy and do many harm. 

We, all like to talk about 
our young generation and they are the ones who are 


going to live with all that will be coming and this 


is where we look into the future, should be well planned 


and not make mistake. 

Mr. Berger, I just 
took a short time to write this so I had a hard time 
to write it because I never -- I went to school 
same as Mr. McDonald up at Hay River. I was sent there 
for five years, but due to circumstances I was called 
back three years. I never even made it half way past 
Grade three, so this is where I learned a little bit, 


was when I stayed with the Territorial Council and I 
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A heard a lot and seen a lot, I made it now and I 

é must stop and thank you very much. 

3 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
4 you very much, and thank you not only for your 

5 statement, but let me thank you for the hard work 

re that you have done interpreting here the last three 
"| days. 

8 (LETTER FROM JOHN A. CHARLIE MARKED EXHIBIT C-57) 

9 (WITNESS ASIDE) 

10 | MR. FRANCIS: We only have 
| two more briefs to do. 

‘551 JAMES MARTIN, sworn. 

ad MR, FRANCIS: Mr. Berger, 
| I have a brief to present to you from the chap here, 
ea but it's in two parts here. One was written earlier 
ies in the year and I would like to read them separately, 
il Since it is two separate parts. 
i3 | "Mr. Berger, 
19 | My name is James Martin. I am 29 years of 
20 age. I was born and raised in Fort McPherson.” 
51 | This was written in Fort McPherson in January of this 
59 past year. 
53 : The Native people are not fully aware 
24 of the research carried out by Arctic Gas causing 
abe them to be in a state of confusion. Although 
she the Native people are considered the real 

ie experts on the impact of the pipeline on 

ey their land, their experience on the 

aed development of the pipeline is a problem. 


Right now the trapping and hunting remains 
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undisturbed. Year round the trappers and 
hunters depend on the caribou, moose, furs 
and fish. 

What effects did the Indians down 
south have with such thing as the 
pipeline? 

With pipeline related activities, for 
instance, seismic work, which have already 
taken place, the native people never was 
consulted about its effects on the land. 


We can remember as far back as the mid~-50's 


when the oil exploration began to take place. 


Strange helicopters flew into McPherson. 


Tents with white people were scattered all 
over McPherson. 
There was only one Band Council at 
the time and the’ chief was not familiar 
with Land Use Applications. 
The people can give evidence concerning 
the specific areas of land which are used 
by them for hunting, trapping and fishing. 
The studies done for Arctic Gas is only 
a white observation. It's not the native 
kind. They are not always complete or 
accurate. 

'It wasn't until 1955 when a liquor a ae 
was set up in Aklavik, in the Northwest 
Territories and then transported over to a 
place called East Three (Inuvik, now). The 


Indian people began to lose control of them- 
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selves up to the present time.' 

Alcohol is a serious problem in 
Fort McPherson and this possibly could 
become worse with the roads or highways 
coming into the settlement. Roads are 
planned into McPherson from the yorthwest of 
Compressor Camp proposed 23 miles northwest of 
McPherson....The camp is expected to remain 
in the area a minimum of 20 years. During 
this long period of time we expect social 


problems to exist." 


has some social problems that he expects: 


"1L) The whites will get involved with the 
native girls. 
2) Indian employees will learn of drugs. 
3) Native workers at the camp will bring 
in their friends. 
4) Some intelligent white will plan to 
set up a business and make a killing 
of the drunken Indians. (This is happening 
in Inuvik). 
5) Teenagers will become a public nuisance. 
6) More crime. 
7) =‘The trapping and hunting will die down. 
"When the Dempster Highway is completed within 
two years, Fort McPherson will no longer 
remain a settlement. It will expand and its 
present social problem will become a resume.' 


Today hunting, trapping and fishing is 


important to the native people of Fort McPherson 
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because of the very high increase in 
food prices. It's cheaper living out in 
the bush. 

The Fort McPherson Settlement Council 
(an organization of six councillors and 
one chairman) has control of local development 
in the communities. In the wage economy, the 
majority of the hunters and trappers in the 
settlement are in favour of remaining 
self-employed because of their families or 
parents. The federal government has to 
recognize the needs and goals of the 
native people. 

As far as training for employment with 
Arctic Gas has gone, the situation doesn't 
look so good. Some younger men has already 
gone as far outside as Calgary, Alberta, 
to get training and are eventually 
returning back to their home communities. The 
feedback on that point of view is unknown and 
must be heard. 

‘Most important, the older people in 


Fort McPherson would like to see the. 
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federal government support them more in claiming 


for their land for the next younger generation 
Gemini North, a consultant for Arctic Gas, 
held a meeting with the people in Fort Mc- 
Pherson on October 11, 19737 "ae 8 p.m. in 

the Anglican Hostel. 


1) The people would like to see construction 
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2) 


3) 


4) 


5) 


6) 
ay 
8) 


9) 


James Martin cee 


camps located out of town and away from 

the settlement. 

Prohibit the movenane Of workers into 
Dichaormalh tees 

Give the pecie time to think about the 
impact. 

A recommendation to present to the government 
along the pipeline route for possible 
problems. 

Natives need to understand development 
planning. 

Avoid tax on land. 

Better housing conditions. 

The pipeline is too close to Fort McPherson. 
Trappers be paid for damages in their 


area. 


10)A biologist to give information about his 


study on the pipeline in the delta. 


11)Trained people be given higher class jobs. 


at 


They require more practical work to become 
qualified. 
This was some feedback from the audience 


that meeting. Gemini North did not stay 


in Fort McPherson long enough t understand it 


as a community." 


That is number one. 


THE COMMISSIONER: How 


| 
ie were Gemini North in Fort McPherson? 


MR. FRANCIS: Oh, you 


could direct that question over to this particular guy. 
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1 A I think they were 
| in Fort McPherson for about seven days. 
3 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
‘you, Carry on. 
> | MR. COLIN: Oh, yes, 
°| that's the same James Martin here, he has a brief 
| here he presents to you, it is dated July 9th, just 
| written yesterday. 
"| "Mr. Berger, I understand that part of 
al Indian affairs and Northern Development is 
| a development of the federal government. 
| Mr. Buchanan is the new minister responsible 
“ for Indian people in the Northwest Territories. 
aa The federal government is appealing the decision 
re | of Judge, Mr. William Morrow, saying the 
= Indian people have rights to 400,000 acres 
et 
a of land in Northwest Territories. 
|| Since Mr. Buchanan being the new minister, 
a we hear he is not making any efforts to help 
29 the native people with their land claims. 
21 | Canadi ic G 

an Arctic Gas is a consortium of 
2 approximately 22 different oil companies, both 
a from Canada and the United States. They want 
“i to take gas from Alaska to the United States 
“7 for billions of dollars. What will the 
1] Indian people get from this project? 





Mr. Berger, in recommending your decision 
to the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development in Ottawa after this very important 


inquiry I would like to predict what Father 
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Rosie Stewart 


Adams of Inuvik, that if the Indians do not 


meet their demands there will be frustration 


and hostility which could lead to riots when the 


pipeline will become one big cloud of smoke. 
James Martin." 
Thank you. 


THE COMMISSIONER: I'd 


like this statement of Mr. Martin's marked and 


the second statement that he wrote today marked 


"A" to the number that you give to his first statement. 


(STATEMENT OF JAMES MARTIN MARKED EXHIBIT C-58) 


(STATEMENT OF JAMES MARTIN DATED JULY 10, 1975, MARKED 


EXHIBIT C-58A) 


you, 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 


Mr. Martin. 


CHIEF CHARLIE: tI have 


one short one here, Mr. Berger. 


ROSIE STEWART, senior, 
sworn. 


CHIEF. CHARLIE:...And 


the letter reads: 


"Dear Berger, 

I am very sorry that I can't talk myself 
as I never come to meeting often before this 
meeting, so I am just going to thank you and 
your party, also the chief and the mncililors 
of Fort McPherson. I really don't know what 
to say, now I am going to tell you that my 
dad died in 1946, after that me and my mom 


and I started making our own living as my 
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brother and sister were small. At that time 
my mom and I done our best on the trapline and 
my dad left us behind with right up until 

now. But today I'll tell you, it's not like 
the years back since the road came through 
the Delta each year to me. In our area what- 
ever we hunt and trap for as well as fish is 
getting less each year. I'm pretty sure that 
as I see it myself I remember in 1951 myself 
and my brother, one of my uncles went out on 
our area two nights. Between three of us 

we kill 279 rats. ‘But now after the road came 


four 
through, they made/bridges across the creek. 


We go up by kicker and boat to work for our living 


and this spring my brother went up the creek to 
hunt, camped one night, next day he come 
back with two rats. You can see why peoples 
don't want pipeline and I agree with everyone 
who don't want the pipeline through. That's 
all I'll say and I hope you have a pleasant 
journey and good luck to you and your 
party. Thank you very much for spending some 
time with the community. 
Rosie Stewart, Sr." 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
you. 
(LETTER OF ROSIE STEWART SR. MARKED EXHIBIT C-59) 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
JOHN SIMON, resumed. 


A Mr. Berger, 
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everything I seem to write down is brought up before 
I get a chance to bring my presentation to you, but 
this is the third one “I wrote now and I am going to 
read it as it is written, even though some of the 
things have been mentioned already, I'll just read 

it through as it is. 

Mr. Berger, aS a member 
My name is John Simon and I was born and raised in 
Fort McPherson. Besides being a member of the band 
council, I am the Chairman for the Fort McPherson 
Settlement Council. 

Mr. Berger, as a member 
of the band council and Chairman for the Settlement 
Council I now present to you a summation of what was 
said to you during the past three days. 

We from the band council 
and from the Settlement Council which I now represent, 
are under the impression that from all the statements 
presented to you, Mr. Justice Berger, at this hearing, 
will understand the concerns of the people in this 
community on how the pipeline will affect our lives 
both socially and economically. 

And how much any major 
projects carried out in this part of the Northwest 
Territories will mean in the destruction of the 
livelihood of the Indian people. 

And we also hope that 


you understand that the people were trying to convey 


| to you in the best way they know how, to explain how 


the exploration carried out during the past years have 
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1 already damaged a great part of their lives and livelihood. 
And we also hope that 


3 you understand how the people are trying to tell you 





: how much say we have in decision making and planning 
| for the future of our children in the community and 
6 | in the Northwest Territories as a whole. 
We also hope that you 
By understand that the people live in a different way to | 
9 the white man and that the food we eat is different 
4 to the way the white man is used to. 
Hly And that this is part of 


| 
| 
the reason why young people do not stay away from | 
| 
| 
| 








building the pipeline. 


| 

| 
13 the community to finish their training at Fort Smith 
14 | Or at the Yellowknife School, and that this is the | 
15 reason why the men and women do not hang on to their 
16 | jobs out of town. | 
is And we hope you understand 
13 | that we are requesting a part in the planning and | 
19 building of the Northwest Territories, such as the 
| pipeline. | 
a And that the consultation 
22 of the government and other big companies to the 
23 people before planning a project like the pipeline 
24 does not mean that our proposals will be accepted 
25 | by those involved. 
26 | And that the projects will 
| be carried out regardless of any protest we may raise 
28 | against the effects of such projects that will in any | 
29 | way interfere with our way of life, such is the case in 
30 | 
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And we hope that you under- 
stand that we are asking compensation for any damage 
incurred from any major projects carried out anywhere 
in the Northwest Territories that will affect our 
hunting, trapping and fishing areas. 

And we hope that you 
understand that we do not want any projects such 
as pipeline or mining to be carried out before a 
Satisfactory land claims, land settlement. 

And we hope you understand 
that our way of explaining our wants and likes are 
not fully understood by the white man and vice versa. 

And we hope you understand 
that all we are asking for is a chance to prove that 
we can handle our own affairs in our own way, and 
that so far the Government has been running our lives 
telling us that we must change our lives and live like 
the white man. 

And we hope you understand 
that we cannot change our ways, some have tried but 
they always came back to the old ways. 

We hope that you understand 
that we tried to reason with the Government, but they 
do not understand what we are saying -- trying to 
say, and they won't give into our demands only because 
it does not fit in with their way of life. 

And we hope that you 
understand that the government will be involved in 
their own problems, that they will not have time or 


take the time to listen to us. It has always been this 
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way and it will always be, unless we take it into our 
own hands to change some of the policies of the 
Government. 


We hope that you under- 


stand that we do not want to live in government housing, 


and we hope that you understand thatlwe do not want to 
live on welfare. Our fathers never did, so why should 


we? 


We hope that you understand 


that the land we are claiming is the only security 
we will have as a starting point to regain our in- 
dependence and to regain our long lost pride. 

And we want you to know 
that if all we tried to convey to you at this hearing 
1s not fully understood, the hearing of the past 
three days have been in vain and since this 
is the only opportunity we have to present our 
concerns to the government concerning all major 
projects carried out in the Northwest territories, and 
the effects it will have on our way of living and what 
danger and destruction it will cause us both socially 
and economically. Then we are no better off then we 
were before. 

What I have said and was 
said by the people of this community was said or will 
be said by all other communities along the Mackenzie 
River, since all Indian people live a life similar 
to each other and it will take a long time to change 
them if they are ever going to do so. 


We want you to know, Mr. 
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Justice.Berger, that we have all heard and some of 

us have seen what happened to Indian people down south 
and we don't want that to happen to us here in the 
Northwest Territories. 

Maybe what we have 
to say to you at this time does not fit in with the 
pipeline as you understand it, but to us it has 
everything to do with the building of the pipeline. 

We understand that 
the gas and oil has to be moved out of the north to 
be used down south. We understand that it is 
necessary to the white man, but what we are asking 
is necessary to us as well. 

The only solution is to 
get together and seriously consider the problem from 
both sides. I am sure that there is a satisfactory 
answer to the problem. | 

What more can I say or 
what more can we say, Mr. Justice Berger, and for 
whatever you try to accomplish for us we know you 
will handle everything without prejudice and that 
you will not take sides. But will follow the 
procedures of the law every step of the way. 

That's all, thank 
you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 


you very much, Mr. Simon. 


(SUMMARY OF JOHN SIMON MARKED EXHIBIT C-60) 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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JANE CHARLIE, sworn. 


A. Mr. Berger, staff of CHC 


Chief , lady and gentlemen, I'm not from here 


and I missed the Berger Hearings in McPherson. I was 


really looking forward to it and I was thinking tc 
myself that I have to come through with it while I'm 
here. 

Tocstage OG Weel ics 
Berger, this land is our land. We were on it long 
before the white people and when I think of this 
pipeline I just get so sick of it. That's how much 


I don't want it to come through. 


Sure we all know it going 


to come through even though we don't want 1t to 


come through. It's going to spoil our land and 


its people, especially the young people. I say this 


because I see things with my own eyes through the 


white people, Mr. Berger. Some white people are real 


good and some are like dogs. I say this because I 


have girls too. I see what it's done with my 


nieces in Inuvik, Mr. Berger. My sister is right here 


in this meeting. My niece was nice girl until one day 


one white man came along and told her that he was 
single. After she became an alcoholic and that 
white man is gone. 

One day when I was’ with 
my sister in Inuvik, she had a_ phone call fron 
Vancouver and someone asked her if she was Mrs. 


Greenland and she said yes and this woman told her, 


"J heard your daughter is going out with my hushana," 


and my sister told her, "I try so hard to talk to my 
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taxi. All thatmakes me mad, that's why I don't like 


1 girls to be good and you white women's husbands 

é come down north and say they're single. They don't go 

3 only with my girls, they go with the Eskimo girls 

4 too. Why don't you white women come with your 

5 husbands, don't ever phone me again." 

. . When the road came to 

7 | McPherson last year, the first taxi came to town. The 

8 next day two girls were missing. My cousin was 

9 looking for them and here they had taken off with the 
10 

| 








out in the bush anyway so they can put the pipeline 


11 the pipeline. These are my nieces, they're just 
12 like my own girls. Now I worry about my own girls, how 
13 they will grow up. When I hear that there's going to 
14 be 800 people in every camp, I hope they make a law 
15 | that the white people will have to stay away from the 
: Town of McPherson. Like I said before the 
17 | white people are good but some are no good. 
| The same thing with the 
19 RCMP. If somebody reports to themadout underage 
20 Giris*that crink’ana run-around they=don” edo 
2 anything, they just tell*us™it*s yourvkids;"you try 
a and make them good. This again, I see it. Some women 
23 go to the RCMP and they ask me to go and interpret 
za) for them, that's how come I know. The Indians are not 
“i stupid as they think we are. We just take one look 
26 | at them and if they don't like us we know it. I 
: hope something can be done for us for this. 
28 Another thing I hear the 
25 white man say, "The younger generation don't go 
30 
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| through, and that's BS. Because right in McPherson 

2 there were no rats in three years and this spring there 

3 were lots of rats. And I've seen some Grade 12 

4 students go out and catch those rats. Sure, they still 

a want to go in the bush. When there's caribou, they 

= all go out there. You can't say those young people 

| forgot what to do in the bush. They can't get stuck in 

8 | the bush, they know what to do. 

9 And I'm the one that goes 
10 in the bush, every year. We never miss and I don't be- 
Li] lieve them saying they never spoil the land. This 
12 Spring in April, I went out in the bush. I went 
13 | with my husband every day to haul caribou and my 
4 husband showed me where they had a camp and where they 
15 | dynamite. It was quite a big place, not one caribou 
ie | track was on that part. Outside of that part it was 
=| just tramped with caribou tracks. There used to be 
“ lots of rabbits and ptarmigan, now there's nothing. 

LY Fish is the same way. They spoil two good fish lakes 
a there. We used to get fish for a year from those 

21 two lakes. Now, you're lucky if you get one. 

Zé They even spoil the creeks, 
23 we never get fish at the mouth of that creek again. 

24 | So you see, this proves that they do spoil the land. 

25 | They never ask us to come in the land before, they 

26 | start these things. Now they got us to the worst part, 
an | they want us to say something. Why didn't they ask us 
28 | when they started to cut up the seismic lines. They 

29 | never think, they just go everywhere they want. 

10| I have a lot more to say, 
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bue i°think this’ is all < canmsay: 
Thank you very much, I 
wish you all the luck. And with the strength of 


God, you will help us Indians. Thanks again. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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JOHN ITSI, Resumed 


ys Good evening ladies 


and gentlemen, Mr. Justice Berger, you heard the 
Department of National Health nurse there and the 
A.A. group were very concerned about alcohol. -- 
Alcoholism in the community. 

I wonder if you could 
recommend to the Territorial Government if we could 
have a recreation hall. Like here in the community 
we have no place -- like the young people have no 
place to go -- especially in the winter time. They 
have no place to go, the only thing they have to do 
is drink, and I know it myself because I take part 
in many of the sports and like we have no place 
to go, just the gym here, but you know you have to 
go through the principal and sometimes the principal 
is not in and then what else you have to do but 
go home and visit your friend and start drinking and 
the next day you have a little hangover and you 
drink some more and this is the truth ana every jack 
One of us knows that. 


In 1966 I remember 


we had a dance, prior to 1966 we had our own community 


hall, up beside where the new Bay is now and I 
believe that the Department of National Health and 
Welfare tore it down and the Government, if I am 
correct in saying this, said that they were going to 
build another one, and we never seen it yet, and 


six years ago when the Settlement Council first 


started, I was on the council and John Simon was there 
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and some other teachers and a couple other business- 
men were on the council. We put in a proposal to the 
Territorial Government for a recreation hall and 

Since then we have -- there has been no feedback 

from the Government, they said you guys fix up your 
own plans and like when you fill in your plans it's 

got to go to the D.P.W. and of course, we're not 

that capable of making our own -- drawing up blueprints, 
and if you sent to D.P.W. and they look at it as 

fire regulations and they throw it back to you and 

say it is no good, do it over again, and this is going 
to continue and they've been giving grants away for 
say, they give Fort Rae six or to ten thousand 
dollars for their community activities, and why can't 
they just give us money to build our own recreation 
hall? That way you solve all the problems and 
drinking, and there is no way out of it. These A.A. 
groups and nurse, and myself, we talk about alcoholism, 
you hear it on the radios, you hear it all over 

Canada that the natives are drinking, and the whites, 
they're no different, and what we need is someplace 
where we could go even now. Like when the Chief 

on July lst wanted to make feast, you got to phone the 
Superintendent of Education in Inuvik to get permission 
to use this place and permission to dance in here, 

just like we've got no say in the community, we are 
all governed by somebody, somebody is on top of us, 
somebody is on top of education, somebody is on top 

of trapping ~-- like we can't make our own decisions: we 


do make them, we request them to the Government, they 
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take it and I don't know, we never hear no answer, 
and you ask any one of \Trapper's Association or 
anyone of the groups, that this is a true fact. 

I'd like you to recommend 
to the Territorial Government that they do something 
about a recreation hall in McPherson before it 
is too late. You could come back about five years 
again and you'll still hear how much money we spend 
on alcohol, how much guys got picked up, how many 
canoes somebody could have bought if they weren't 
drinking -- we've got to have a place to go. There 
is no way out of it. 

I know a lot of the 
young people, even -- there is a guy here who is 
a carpenter, and he is a good carpenter, he told me 
that there is no place for him to go so he's got 
to drink and he gets drunk and he stays drunk for 
about four days, never goes to work and then, -- 
you know, things like that, you have to have some 
place to go, and if that's the truth I could ask -- 
Neil Colin could either nod his head or disagree with 
me -- is that true Neil? 

MR. COLIN: I agree with 
you that there has to be some place for young people 
to go. 

A Okay, that is all 
I have to say and I hope you recommend that to the 
Territorial Government, for, like we put in proposal 
to send out people on the land too, like what they 


done in Good Hope last year -- they call it -- 





~e 


Brome’ ‘od! ed outt ber ihe veep f pee seni oie Vi Pe, ed 





alqody Bw +02 “a ‘enoe ad oF esd ovoid eds voy. 































enindehos” ‘Ob yous tend ) 19) id | : 
gyorg” nderediot in! ‘thew Pode s Sious 
axsey evil Jvode Mond emo bives: box * lode oy BE vy 
-biteage Sw YbisGin Heim wort Yeon Ioive tPwey eee 
Yied WoH qn Bewtoty 268 ‘yee tiisnt work \fodoons no 
3 sei yor YE Sitouod ved ‘bitkob! ybodenmde” eedte , 
‘evs lop'ba “eonry’s Sued “GY Yop! Biel) pie a 
a te sis ger anes ae 
ede Ye 40F w workit T | 
et GHW sist Vop sat exedd -< neve \Sleo8g pavoy” | 
em Sloe 6H ,xzetnaqiss ‘boop’ 's BE OH bas rediteqred | | ed 
toe id oz op OF min xod esoslq on ef stedy goiit (4 
16% Xa eystd of Bris Malt wip Sit bas Aaiyb ey | Vi 


~~  teie Bae vow of e200 revert “Veysb “thot dtieds - des 


jes 


1 


-- dae Siboo I dats odd 2 "ted TF Bas Yop od edstg | °° 
| aidiieeaty Yo Bee et bom tedtie binoo at foo tie x es 
SRN ie ele gi outs tart? ak ~~ ‘ott [ss 

dviw rene “ “yaitado ill yO’ 1a 9 Rae an) % Jes 


aniod Were “Of event” Woy \dedd olff apatdy sword voy 


a at her ee 

SOR Ee Se Ge eC 
ong ‘oF Send Snsattons® ‘oy’ eqod Sia iw Nad r jes 
Ladaqeag af Jaq ow exkt zo | senursev0d Istzodixiet © las 
y8d9 Sattw OLE 00d ban ff ‘a0 Stqoeg suo Babe ox “| 
a+ ‘at DtKo yaad <2 ey a dood nt “site 


y 
hops 
Ff 


. a . toe ral us fr 
he _ rs. ‘ee " . 


AELWEST REPORTING LT Os Johns Ltsi 
eee ee ria Chief J. Charlie Lwo7 


L| Territorial government call it "outpost policy’and 
2) they gave Fort Good Hope Trapper's Association 
7 $10,000 to send them out on the land and it | 
4 | was a success, and then we put in a proposal and | 
5 | we never heard about it yet. Johnny is the president 
6 | of the Trapper's Associatimand he never heard 
i) nothing about it. You see we get tired of 
3 | writing letters, we get the settlement secretary | 
| piled up with letters and then she ships them out | 
10 | and then there is nothing, no feedback. Maybe | 
| it should be a different government -- maybe Indian | 
2 | Affairs should take over. | 
3) Okay, thank you. 
1 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
| you, Mr. Itsi. Thanks very much. 
Well, that may well 
V7 | be all of the people who wish to speak. Do you 
8 wish to say anything, chief? 
4] CHIEF CHARLIE: Yes, I 
20 | was just waiting. 
a1 | CHIEF JOHNNIE CHARLIE, resured. 
D Al A Mr. Berger, sitting | 
| here listening to my peoples talking to you about | 
how they feel about the pipeline coming through in 
Spe, their land, you have heard 62 peoples now telling you | 
26.4 what they think of their land and I agree with everyone | 


of them peoples who present to you. 
oe We live in this north. 
aA We were born here and we were raised here and we 


30 | make our living in the trapping and hunting and 
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BY fishing, but most of us, we don't have steady jobs. 
2 When trapping season 


| 
3 opens in November we have to start working for our 











| dollar, which means if the temperature drops to 

| 50 or 60 below you still have to be on your lines. 
6 | And when you are on that iaketaas want to warm up, 
‘ you have to make a fire, melt some snow and make 
1 aaip of tea, and you sit there shivering drinking 

| your tea when the steady employed persons they 

19 | can go in and out of the building and have their 
| coffee sitting at the table. 
12 At one time, Mr. Berger, 
a we had a lake northwest of here -- which is named 
| Husky Lake. The reason they call this Husky Lake, 
15 | the name of it, is just the shape of a "H", and 

16 | there used to be lots of fish on that lake. I 

17| rer. tber in 1963 Imperial Oil started working in 

18 | this area, whey passing that lake and they done 

19 | some blasting on the edge and the next fall, 
20 ee Poab mle of ‘guys,.they went to freeze in there, 
21) they're going to kill lots of fish. They were 
a up there for about a week. They had to come back. 
23 The lake was no good. 
24 It was not good because 
25 | they had nets on it and the fish wasn't there. 

i So everybody talking about these oil companies 

27! ruining the country. It's right clean around 

20 McPherson and Arctic Red, Inuvik and Aklavik, and 
29 | you heard from Aklavik peoples, complaining about 
30 | 


: | 
: | the oil exploration. 
iI 
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When we peoples go 
hunting across the mountain by Skidoos or dog team, 
we have lots of creeks to cross ahead of us. Now, 
you could see some of these exploration seismic 
lines, are putting out creeks themselves. 

i looking at a picture 
like that, Mr. Berger, the peoples are scared to 
see the pipeline mme through, that it'll do more 
damage to their country. Talking about Husky Lake, 
no more fish on it. A few years ago I had one 
guy with me. We were setting on one lake 
down in my area. When we looked at his net there 


were two or three big holes in these nets. At the 





time my dad was living, I told him and he said 





there is some northern pike in that lake, maybe 

Lé} five or six feet long. Now, that's the one that 

was tearing up the nets. 

3] Thinking aboutiat 2 was 
| thinking of put a fishing lodge there, it's a good 

20 lake for plane, .,and I caught’onesof that fish 

in the net. That same winter there was a seismic 


i 
2 camp right on the edge of that lake, when I was 





22) 

23 looking at my traps. I stopped at that camp and the 
24 | crew all came out. They asked me what I was 

25 | Going. I told them I was looking at my traps, 

26 | this was my line, there's few lynx that year, 
274 and the bulldozer been dozing over four of my 

28 traps, on the edge of the road there there was a 

29 | half a link which they had been cutting in half 

30 | wWhth acblades.Can't, findethé rtraps rso vDimeéever 
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bothered it. 

So I told the boss about 
it,,I.tell him I don't mind about the, four. traps, 
I told him I could buy them four traps, but I tell 
him that the fish that you're losing for me on 
this lake, I said, maybe they'll never come back. 
I asked him if he had done any blasting on that lake, 
he said, no there were three holes we blast. 
Well, I told him three is enough to kill off the 
fish in that lake. 

The next fall I set 
two net on that lake and three days I got one little 
jack _fish. 

Looking back at all this 
makes the fellow trapper or hunter think more of 
the pipeline that's going to come through. Mr. 
Berger, as I said, you have been listening to 62 
peoples all against this pipeline. They are all 
against it because it is going to ruin their country 
and where do we go to hunt? Where are we going 
to teach our kids to live off the And. Peoples 
are complaining that the pipeline is too close 
to our town. We complain over and over, still 
we have never been heard. Mr. Berger, I hope that 
you are not just sitting with us and listening to 
us. I hope that you can back us up on this. 

The pipeline that is 
down here about four miles, even if it was ten to 
fifteen miles away, we will all be still chicken 


but it is about four miles from here where we can 
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| just about see them working with it. 
fl Should anything happen 
four miles down here, what is going to happen to 
4 the Mackenzie Delta? We have two communities 
below us, Aklavik and Inuvik, and then they'll 

6 | go right down to the coast. 

Some people are saying, 
and I agree with them, that they say the pipeline 


should be put across the Shallow Bay over to the 


a other side, but there you have Tuk peoples too | 
A and they won't go for that, but if anything happens | 
12 | there, it will be down below the Mackenzie Delta. 
13] We've heard already | 
a | that there is one down in Alaska. Maybe they could | 
15 | put it down there. 

16 | But three weeks ago, 

17 | they were having a meeting right here and in that | 
18 meeting they said that they had some information | 


saying that the Gas Arctic wants 16,000 pilings from | 

20 | the McPherson area. We have that piling in our | 
21 | area. Who is going to replace them after we cut 
ia them? Once you cut a tree down it won't grow | 
23 again, the stump dies and we lose that much. We | 
| get money for it, but the money don't go far with 
25, the price of stuff that is in the store now. | 
: 

26 | So Mr. Berger, on listening | 
27 | and seeing the slides of Mrs. Simon reminds o£ us Of the 
20| way that McPherson used to be, ten, fifteen, or . 
29 twenty years ago, that McPherson will never again | 


30 look like that. 
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| The 16,000 pilings that 
| Gas Arctic want; its going to leave a lot of 
damage behind. What -~ even you disturb the perma- 
frost little, that start giving, and the brush 
>| that's going to be left behind is going to be a 
fire hazard. And if the pipeline come through and 
| anything happened to the brush piles, start a fire, 
3 | the pipeline will be in danger of fire and it will 
ne get worse. 

Before anything happens 
you've heard from the trappers and the hunters and 
| the peoples of Fort McPherson, how they are all 
| against the pipeline. 

Last winter, peoples had 
a good time here with lots of caribou, but that 
caribou is all down where that proposed gas line 

| is now. I stay about four miles from the mountain, 
16 | that's where I got my cabin, and there's one 
O11 outfit that drilled a hole there about ee 
years ago, and I have worked on the rig and I know 
what the place lccks like after they've finished 


and that one area last winter there was lots of 


| 

| 

caribou, but the caribou never went there. 

| I don't know if they smell that stuff under the 

| snow or -- things like this. The blasting that 

| they are going to do for the pipeline will kill 

and scare more animals out of this country and 
where will we be? We will be still here. 


We are trying to teach 


| our kids to live off the land. There is lots of 
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kids are interested, they like going to the bush, 
but after our land is being destroyed there will 
be nothing to take them out there for, so before 
all this happens, that's why we are fighting. 

The delta is the bank 
to the trappers and hunters. On the 15th of June 
the ratting season closed, but everybody quit before 
the 15th to leave a little for next year. So by 
leaving it for next year, and then next year the 
oil companies come blasting around the edge of them 
lakes and then the trapper loses all of them rats. 
The trapper is trying to do good for himself, but 
there's oil outfit that doesn't care for the trappers 
and they just kill off their fur. 

In 1971 in three weeks 
me and my son we got1,180 rats. A year after that 
seismic line went through there, we never even got 
700 rats. It is going down worse this spring. 

The lines the seismic lines put through the delta, 
they dam creeks with logs, mud, they never take it 
away and then this builds up with mud and then 

it is like a beaver dam. 

I had a friend of mine 
went working with me down on that area where I was 
shooting rats and we were going to make short cut 
aes this creek, I told him to go down this creek,we st 
/there was too big log jam, we couldn't go through, 
that oil outfit left the bridge there. 

Sometimes they blast by 


beaver house, well, they kill them beavers off too. 
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So all this is making 
the peoples talk, but we just can't seem to get 
any help any place. Mr. Berger, I know that 
you are sitting there listening, and I hope you 
could help us, back us up on our complaints about 
the pipeline. I have a piece written right here 
which John Itsijust mentioned to you, that you 
seen for yourself last night where we danced. 

If we had a place to dance or a hall of our own, 
we'd never bothered this place last night. That 
is why we have to borrow this place to dance. 

Alcohol is a problem 
in this town, as people say, it is true. Our 
young peoples got no place to go, nothing to do. 
This is why the drinking is a problem. So by 
listening to us, Mr. Berger,and I think you have a 
few more to listen to. 

With this I will close 
for now, thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 


you very much, Chief. 


(STATEMENT OF CHIEF JOHNNIE CHARLIE MARKED EXHIBIT €-61)i 


(STATEMENT OF JANE CHARLIE MARKED EXHIBIT C-61A) 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


ANDREW STEWART, sworn. 

A Mr. Berger, I want 
to talk a little about the pipeline. 

Last year when these people 
that were going around with maps about the pipeline 


we asked them to put the pipeline along -- if it's 
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ice don't bother like it does up here and it is a 


1 going to come through -- along the coast and across 
2 the Shallow Water Bay and across the rivers down 
3 in that part of the country, so that the delta 
4 wouldn't be bothered. 
=) You have seen and heard -- 
6 | I think you heard how valuable this delta is to the 
7 people, and I myself have never been working for the 
8 last six years since I got hurt and yet I agree with 
9 the people. I don't like to see that pipeline 
10 come up into the delta at all. Years ago when I 
Ll used to travedwith the police and the game warden 
12 I see all the cabins along the river, especially like 
13 along the foothill here, iia Husky River, there 
ss l| are cabins all the way down and these people, they 
15 | hunt for ca@ibou and trap into the hills as well out 
16 | into the delta for -- they trap into the hill as 
7 well as out into the delta, and if this pipeline 
aa was to come through, and all these stations are 
Tos | along the foothills, they're going to interfere 
20 | with the wildlife of the country, and this is 
"] why I don't like to see it coming through there. 
22 And then another thing, 
23 I don't think we'll get no benefit from this gas 
24 | anyway, because all these houses around here are 
25 government rental house that the people are in and 
26 | I doubt very much when they could get oil they are 
27 going to change to this gas, so that way I think 
28 that it is better that the pipeline goes down 
29 below. The water is not strong there and the 
4 
| 
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low country and whatever company puts in the 
pipeline, I'd like to see them put it down there 
because you heard how valuable this delta is to 
the people. There's Indians and the Eskimos are 
all trapping in this and making a living out of 
this delta,.and..as.a lot of these boys said, 
before, they say when they work in the delta, 
they cross the creek, they dam it and they don't 
take the dam away and this is very bad because in 
the springtime these boys Jotatosngowarcounduhnuntang 
and boy, when you spend a night and a day working 
hard and have to make portages like this it is very 
hard on people. Andnot only that, once if it is 
put down across the mouth, right next to the coast 
there, the country is flat and I think if they 
buried it good it won't affect nothing and once 
they go across on the east side and it is still on 
height of the land, it won't affect no river at all. 
No fish,no nothing and there will be very few places 
that the pipe will have to cross the river that 
way. 

So, I hope that you 
see that the companies that's going to put this in, 
pipe in, that it goes across this way, and this 
way a lot of the settlements wouldn't see this 
outfit coming around near the town. They say they 
don't want them around -- well, this will prevent 
that too, and not only that, all this side, the 
fowl rats, caribou. won't be affected... Once it 


crosses that side of the country it will be on the 
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before you close there we'd like to give you a 


little present from Fort McPherson, so you go ahead 
and finish your -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
I should just close our hearing. I wonder if 
you would interpret what I say, Mr. Charlie. I 
want to thank all of you, Chiefmd Chairmen 
of the Bet evcnene Council, members of the council 
and I want to thank our interpreters, Mr. John 
Charlie and Mr. Tadit Francis for being so helpful 
in translating from English into Loucheux and Loucheux 
into English. 

Everything that you 
have said has been written down and I will be able 
to read it and re-read it as I go along with my 
work in this Inquiry and I will see that copies 
of what has been said here today are sent to 
the Chief and to the chairmen of the Settlement 
Council and we will also send them copies of all 
of the statements that were handed in today so 
that you will have those here in Fort McPherson 


for your own purposes. 


My job is to listen 
and to learn and I have listened to each one of 
yu and I have learned from each one of you, and 
I will be thinking about all that ypu have told me. 

And I want to thank 
you for your hospitality, and my staff and I, and 
of course the members of the CBC team,and the 


press, we've all enjoyed our stay here in Fort 
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1 McPherson and enjoyed meeting all of you and 
| 

2 we will remember our visit here for a long time. 

3 ‘ I think that is 


a all that I have got to say. | 








5 CHIEF CHARLIE: Thank 

6 you, Mr. Berger. We didn't know what to get for | 

Z you, Mr. Berger, just a little present to take | 

8 home and you could probably hang it on your wall. 

2 -- went down to handicraft but we couldn't buy | 
10 a necklace for you because necklace won't look | 
ia good on your neck, so -~ 
12 So we bought you a | 
13 little -- 

14 | MR. CHARLIE: On behalf of a 
| Chief and the people of Fort McPherson, we now | 
16 present to you a gift as a token that your visit | 
17 to Fort McPherson will not be forgotten. 

18 | CHIEF CHARLIE: Open | 
19 aby 
20 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 

21 you very much. It's avery nice gift, chief, and | 
22 | Mr. Charlie, and I want to thank all of you. | 
23 This wallet will be a memory that I'll always be : 
24 able to carry with me so that I will not forget | 
25 | Fort McPherson whenever I have to take it out 

and spend any money, and you chose a giftthat makes 
‘i it pretty certain that I'll be thinking of you 

28 often. 

29 So thanks very much, 

39 Chief and thank you all. 


| (PROCEEDINGS CONCLUDED) 
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July 11, 1975. 


(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 


ladies and gentlemen I will call the meeting to order. 


MER SiTTIcHINngel:* Now "that 


the meeting is in order, we want the Minister to say | 


a word of prayer before we begin. 


(REVEREND WATT ASKS BLESSING) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well 
ladies and gentlemen, I am Judge Berger, and I aim con- 
ducting an inquiry to consider what the impact will be 
of the pipeline that Arctic Gas wants to build to 
bring natural gas from Alaska and the Canadian Arctic 


to markets in the south. 


| 
| 
t 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


I am holding hearings in every | 


community in the Mackenzie Valley, the Mackenzie Delta, | 


t 
} 
' 


i 


and the northern Yukon. I want to hear from the people! 


of Old Crow, the native people who live here, the 
white people who live here, the old people and the 
young people. 


I want to know what you think 


4 


| 
| 
| 
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ie of pa 
Chief J.J. Kaye | 


what you have to say about this pipeline that Arctic 
Gas wants to build. I have invited representatives of | 
Arctic Gas here today so that they can listen to what 
you have to say. We have the C.B.C. here today also, | 
so that people in the north and throughout Canada can 
listen to what you have to Say. 


Canada and the United States 





have a great appetite for oil and gas, that is why the | 
Government of Canada is considering this gas pipeline, 
but before the government decides what to do, they want 
to know what you think about it, that is why they 
have sent me here. 

I was here last month in Old 
Crow; on my way here, I travelled along the coast and 
then over the mountains, I saw the Porcupine River 
caribou herd on its way to the coast, on its way to the) 
calving grounds. I saw the Old Crow Flats and I 
visited many of you at your camps when you were hunting| 
muskrat there last month. When I visited the Flats, I | 
saw more caribou, moose and thousands of birds. | 
have seen the land where you live and now I want to 
know what you have to say about what the pipeline will 
mean to you, to your family and to your lives. 

I will ask your chief to 
speak first of all. 


CHIEF JOHN JOE KAYE, 
Sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: First of all 


I want to saythis spring when you made the visit to 


the people in the Crow Flats, you seen how they make 
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| 
their living. Because of that, I know youwill listen | 
to the people because you have seen how they make heir | 
living already. 


You have seen many, many lakes | 
| 
| 


in the Crow Flat, big lakes and all lakes, people use | 
them all. Our grandfathers, ancestors, have brought | 


us up in that area. When people trap in that area they! 


get all kinds*of fur, ratsjomainioju fox oNnotionl yan 





that Crow Flat where the lakes are, but wherever people 





go out to do their hunting and trapping in the Yukon 
Territory around Old Crow. 

You have seen many creeks in 
this area, in your travel, there is lots of fish in 
them creeks. The fish run out of them creeks and we 
generally catch them when we are here. When the cari- 
bou are around, people go out and hunt them any place 
around Old Crow , nearby Old Crow , and also go hunt 


moose we go up the Porcupine River to hunt the moose. 


Since I was young or born, I 
was raised in this part of this country by my dad, | 
Big Joe. Many years ago around in 1930's, the people 
used to go out, hunt caribou and trap marten. And 
around the lst part of November when it's open season 


for trapping, they go out and stay out until Christmas. | 





They gather -- they come in here into this Old Crow 
settlement during Christmas and have their little holi- 
days and then they would go out again. 

And after New Year when they | 
ado go out again, they generally take their families | 


with them to go out hunt caribou and to make dry meat. 
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Then they would come into town during Easter again. 
After Easter season is over, they would move out to 
the Crow Flat to hunt rats. Most. of them they stay 
out in the area, rat area, until close season which 

is about the 15th of June, and then they would -- some 
of them would stay back in the lakes and they would go 
down to the river by dog packs. 

They would make their boats 
and that's how they come down to the settlement here. 
And then they would stay in the settlement here during 
the summer and in August, generally in August when the 
caribou would show up on the mountains here. When the 
caribou show up on the mountains here, they would go 
out and hunt and make dry meat and the reason -- it's 
for that reason that we don't want the pipeline nearby. 
There are also good country bears up on this mountain, 
and if the pipeline happened to be near around these 
country or this mountain up here, and if something 
happened to the pipeline, then a lot of our country 
will be destroyed. 

The reason we mention these 
is because we wait for our young generation. If 
something happened to the pipeline, it will not only 
destroy the land, but also the rivers and lakes. 

There are many countries at this Porcupine that we 
use to make our living out of it, especially like for 
beavers that we have up the river. 

That's all I would like to 
say now, but later on I would say some more. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
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very much, Chief. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


PETER NUKON, Sworn: 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, you 


nT I Oe 


can translate your own statement, if you wish, or have 


| 
| 
the interpreter do it, whatever. 
THE? WEDNES Sia Furst: of tale. Per 
would like to say that we are glad to welcome you here. 


My name is Peter Nukon. 


wudgey Berger, 1 wanteto; tel 1 
yourcthat my people thank you for coming to Old Crow | 
to listen to us. I hope you will know when you are in | 
Old Crow how strong we feel about our land. I am 
going to talk to you about one problem that pipeline 
will bring to Old Crow, that is the problem of forest 
fires. 

Wood is very important to the 
people of Old Crow. They use wood to build our houses. 
Last winter we cut more than 800 logs. We are now 
building two houses, two garage and one workshop. With 
the logs we cut last winter, this made jobs for us 
last winter when we cut the logs and also this summer 
with the building. The people of Old Crow use wood to 
heat our homes, and heat our school. 

Last winter our people cut 

600 cords of fire wood for the old people and the school 
This made jobs for many of our people. On top of that, 


we all cut our own fire wood. As you can see when you 
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flew in your plane to Old Crow, much of our land has 


no trees on it. The trees grow along the rivers and 


| 
around the lakes. We know that it takes a tree many ~ | 
years to grow in this country, some people say cata 
it's 200 years. So I hope you understand, Judge Berger} 
| 
that the Old Crow people consider our trees to be very | 
valuable. | 
We were happy when the Forest | 
Branch of the Indian Affairs put a man in Old Crow to 
help us. This man would be able to report any fires 
to Whitehorse quickly so the fire could be put out 
before it could become too big and burn too many of our 
trees. 
On Tuesday, we were told by 
a pilot that there was a small forest fire at Fish 
Lake. It took the forestry -- he took the forestry 
man out to see it. When he came back he reported it ! 
to Whitehorse. He was told there was no money in the | 


this year's budget to fight this fire because that land 


was priority 4. We would like to know who decided 


this Fish Lake was priority 4; the people of Old Crow 
say that all of our treesTareMpriaority 1 

We called the Assistant 
Commissioner in Whitehorse. He said they would fight 
the fire. Then when we called him again he did not 
Say they would fight the fire. We don't understand 
why forestry put aman in Old Crow if they are not going 


to fight the fires. They tell us that the forestry 


building that Indian Atfiatyvsa, sburvit an Old icrow cost 


60 or $70,000.00. We wonder why. The forestry man is 
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our friend but now he is ashamed because his Department | 
Will dornoching. This 19 eno0t right. | 

Judge Berger, we want Arctic | 
Gas to stand up and tell us who is going to put out the 


forest fires, the fires that will start if the pipeline 





breaks. We do not want them to tell us that the pipe- 
line won't break. We have lived here long enough to 
see many things go wrong with white men's projects. 

We know it will break some day, somehow. We are told 


that when the pipeline breaks, a fire may start; now 





who is going to fight it? Is Arctic Gas going to call | 
our forestry man so he can report it to Whitehorse, a 
then he is told it is priority 4, so there is no money. 
Is Arctic Gas going to have their own forest fies! 
department? Are they going to patrol the pipeline to 
look for fires when they start? Does Arctic Gas own a 
fire bomber? These are just some of the questions I 
have aboutthe pipeline. That is all I have to say for now. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 


Do you want them to answer those questions now or 


} 
| 
later on? 
THE +WLINESS: @thater «OonneSir % 
THE COMMISSIONER: Okay. 
| 
I would like that statement to be marked as an Exhibit 
to form part of the permanent record of the Inquiry. 
(STATEMENT OF PETER NUKON MARKED AS 


EXHIBIT C-62) 
| 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
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very much, Mr. Nukon. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 





LAZARUS CHARLIE, Sworn: 
THE WITNESS: My name is 


| 
| 
| 
Lazarus Charlie. | 
THE INTERPRETER: My name is | 
Lazarus Charlie. Judge Berger, I am glad you have | 
come to our village to listen to us. We are the eee! 
of Old Crow and I remember many things that have | 
happened during my life here in Old Crow, and that is | 
what I want to tell you about. | 
This land that we are living | 
on, our ancestors have lived on it, same as we are 
living on it and growing on it today. When I was young, 
I remember well that many people used to live away up | 
the Porcupine. My uncles, who have lived up in that 
area at that time, they all done very good trapping in 
that country. The people that were living here in 


Old Crow also went out into the Crow Flats, amongst the 


lakes, and done their fur trapping. 


| 
| 
| 
I remember places where the | 
people made their living at that time. They didn't | 
have very much a lot of times. They go out to hunt, | 
but there's nothing to get and many times people didn't 
have too much to work on. 


Now later on in the year when 


it warms up and time to go out hunting rats, that's the 



























non ! 
‘ow ea spas poets 


IR) & 


(AGLIGA. S2auTIW) 
sn2z0wes \ATATAHD 2UAARAA 
ai omsm YM s@83uTIw aHT 
-piLixsHid evrssed 
at omew yM +A0TanataTur HT 3 
| eved soy belp ms I ,x9p1Sd spbut .okfisdd eautesha 
| ekgued eid sis OW .au os mesteil ot epelliv avo oF sates 
| saved teat epnaidd yasm z3edmsmet I bas word SLO To 
| ek send Saw \wordD BLO aL sx9Sed etil ym prtiub beneqgasd 
. .teeds voy Jiet oF taew I osiw 
| poivil ens ew gedt Gael eit 
axus sw es amse ,ji no bevil svsed eiotaeons’ 2u0 , m0 
asw I noriw 


yenwey -ysbos +i: ao poiwozp bas si no paivri 


gu yews evil ot beau slgosq yasm teddy Liew tedmemor I 


sods «i qu bevil sven onw ,aelonu YM .eniquaexr0d sds 


-Yisauoeo 3507 


1 

| 

. ni. putagest boop yrev eanob Ils yet? ,emis teaay 76 s9%6 
{ i 

| ai exed pnivil stew tedd ol qoeq alT 





-paiiqqsss 4v% ubedt onob bas s8exgt 


edd siedw aeoslq redmemsz I. Hee 
abd you? .omis tad? 38 patvil aisds obem elqosq 
in ,jeuel oF guo op yedT .2emis to tol 6 coum yrsv sven 





a abib elqoog aemit yasm bas top o2 prititon 2'oxedt sud 


a J 


eds saenoms ,83siFT word edd ofnl Juo stnew oals word BLO 


no 2Axow ot dom oot F evad 


a 


ALL WEST REPORTING LoTR. 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 











L. Ghaviie’’® 


time that everybody go out into the Crow Flats, among 
the lakes to hunt rats. Now this spring, Mr. Berger, 
when you was out amongst the rat lakes or the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Crow Flat, you seen how the people make their living by. 
hunting. Everybody that was up there and seen you, Mr. 
Berger, they were very happy that you made that visit 
to their camps. 

When we go towards the Crow 
Flats to hunt rats, we have a road that is going 
over the mountain here, and that is where I hear that 
the pipeline is going to come through, which we don't 
like, 

Now, not too far up, they 


: 
: 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 


call itthe Little Flats, I Suppose you seen it today, | 
Mr. Berger, aS we were coming down just above the | 
Crow River, there is a bunch of lakes there which they 


call the Little Flats. He said, I understand that 
| 





is where the pipeline is going to run up near them 


lakes and from them lakes, there are creeks running out 





which have fish running out of them creeks. 

He says if the pipeline, if 
the proposed pipeline would go up in that area, and 
if something happened to that pipeline, it breaks, | 
then all that land in there, the land and the lakes seal 
the creeks will be all destroyed. And he says sometime | 
fire do break out in that area, and it happened to be 
that a fire broke out on the pipeline again it will not! 
be safe for the land. | 


We use this land very much, 





it's a land where we have been born and brought up. | 


~~. 


| ae 
| 
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Now because we like our land, we don't want the lakes 
and the creeks and the rivers to be spoiled, and 
especially our caribou and be destroyed especially by 
fire. 

Judge Berger, this is all I 
would like to say to you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 


very much, Mr. Charlie. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


JOHN ROSS TIZYA,, 
Sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: Judge 
Berger, me too, I would like to say a few words. Now 


you have come here to listen to us, to the problem that 


we bring before you. This land, our great grandfathers 


or ancestors have lived on it for many years, and now 


today we are living on it and we expect that our child- 


ren and their children will be living on this land. 

Now, about the caribou. The 
caribou is our main food for this part of the country, 
and we know that the caribou migrate every year. It 
goes down to where they have their calves in the 


spring, and then during the winter they migrate up 
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towards the timber line and it's a main thing that we 
live on in this part of the world, and if something 
happened with this pipeline, this proposed pipeline 
that they would have in this area, if anything happened 


to that pipeline, it would destroy many places where 


| 
| 
| 
| 
this caribou migrates each year. 
We have been living on this | 
land for a long time, especially depending on the 
caribou, and we still depend on the caribou today, not 
only for ourselves, but for our children, and we use 
it very much. In the spring when we go up into the 
Crow Flat, we still depend on it, we get the meat and 
we dry the meat, to use it whenever we are in need of 
the meat. 
Another thing which we use 
VelLy much inthis spart of ouricountny as. fish. Now, 
we hear a lot again about this pipeline, we understand 
that it's going to cross rivers. Now, the river here 


in many places are shallow and if it wasn't put right 


the way it should be, it might break, and if it does 


break frit owillydestroy allot lofiuour afish? 

Now, Many years ago, like 
for the first white people that came into our country, 
especially the trappers, in those days, us Nativesdidn't 
know very much about poison, but these white people 


did and they used poison, which destroyed part of our 


Many years after that the oil companies have come 
into our country in this area, and they have been 


| 
| 
country where we are living now. 
spoiling a lot of our land in which we live now. 
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1| Now, the proposed pipeline, | 
2| they come into our country and we know that it will | 
3 | destroy this land where we live now, and that is 
4 | the reason why nobody is in favour of it. For myself, | 
5 | I am not in favour of the pipeline. We know that it 
6 | will destroy a lot of our country on which we live now. 
Wi It would even make it hard for us to get our meat which | 
| 
3 | we live on. | 
a This is all I have to say to : 
10, you now, Judge Berger, because there is so many people | 
| that would like to speak also. | 
12) THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
13 MYaaT royal. 
14 | 
15 | (WITNESS ASIDE) : 
16 | : 
1? | STEPHEN FROST, ee 
13 | 
1 
19 | THE WITNESS: Judge Berger, 
20 ladies and gentlemen, my name is Stephen Frost. I want | 
21) to start off by saying that I have an awful lot of 
im feeling about this land that I was brought up on. 
23 | THE, INTERPRETERS ] DhisSeLs 
a Steven Frost, Mr. Judge Berger, and ladies and gentle- 
oe men. 
26 | THE WITNESS: . Lam not going 
27| to say very much to start off, maybe later on I'll say | 
ae more, but we do understand that the United States and | 
29 | Canada have a strong appetite for gas. Myself I am | 
30 | IMB timot tooisuneyr Itithinkesaboutt audot, ofithings ord : 


yanilegiq besegesq, ads) wow 8 Oe yea pune 
| fkbw tt stadt word ow bas yxsnvoo so otnt emoo yer? — 

a! ted baw «wor evil owexsdw Bast aids) \yordaeb 

| ,thesya you stk to xvovsi. ab ei ybodon ydw moassi siz 
| +h ded wooteeW veailegiq edt to. wovs? ak tom ms )I 


8 ee 


»won evil ew dotnw mo yutayoo awo te’ tol s.youseeb ffLiw 





doidw 2eem tuo J9p 0% 4u rot Bisd vi orem asve blyow tI 


{ 
1 


cniwoe#r*r ~-™ nn & 


.0 Savil ow 


ofqosq ynsm o@ Bt oredt senesced, 1spied apbyt won voy 


1 

| oF yse of ovat I ffs ef aint - 
| of 
| 


.ogls Asoqe ot eALl biyow sed? 


232 ESSE ee 
tw 72 
inv 


| 
| woy Ansail  sAgMOLeSIMMOD SHT of 
( 
| + BYSLIT o tM ) Ef 
yal 
! 
(AGI@A SBaNTIW) ler 
} 
of 
\tisow® T20RT vangyTe” ay: 
| bes 
| 
; (topred sphuwt +2eSNTIW ART i Of 
«Stew I .deextaergese ef omen ym ,nomefsagp fas eeibsl Los 
/ 
| to tol Ivtws os eved I gadt priyse yd 320 sista, or is 
| imo qv ddpyord asw I dtad¢ bast eidt juods pniles2 - cs 
| ai eid? sAWTaAIRATAT our : wah rs 
| «aicnep bas eoibel bas ,zepted opbel .1M.,JeeaF mevek2 ie 
| . am jes 
f 
| pmtos Jon me 1. +22SMriw aur } ae 
' ' 
| yse L£'T no redel odysm 4340\sas9a oF doum ysev Yae OF ‘vs 


bos ested2 hetinU odd jadt bastexebay ob sw tud ,etom gs 
ins L tieayM. .2asp 10% ediseqqs protse 6 eved sbsnsd pes 
L .ewtinde © Sol s tuods Antd? I ,expe oot som sauc | O€ 





ALLWEST REPORTING L-TD. 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 


ine) 




















1282 
os ELTOSt 


| 
think in terms of jobs but Mr. Berger, I'm sure that 
it would be very sad for us to see our nice, green | 
country destroyed and we think a lot of it. | 
I know very little about what | 
a pipeline will do, except from what I've heard from | 
different people and seen a little bit of it. Old eon 
is one of the very few last places that -- I don't 


know the word for it, sort of unspoiled and in terms of 





money, like jobs, well I think there will always be 
jobs we have. We have always made out and we make a 
nice living. Most of us -- most of us have a lack of 
education and sometimes that's not everything, but we 
are really afraid to see the long effect after the pipe 
line is built, there is no more jobs, but the pipeline 
is still there and everything else is spoiled. 


What I mean by spoiled is we 


Sa a ne a 


can't hardly -- could see so many people coming into 
this small community here if this pipeline is going to 
go, we think there might be two routes that they would 
like to put it, we are not sure, but we are fighting 
for them not to put it near Old Crow because it's so 
close to Old Crow, I know where it's going to go, it's 
about probably not more than eight air miles from Old 
Crow -=- 

THE COMMISSIONER: North of 
Old Crow . 

THE WITNESS: -= north of Old 
Crow and there will be no more Old Crow as it is now. 
The other route, I think, goes up near -=- gets north 


of here again near the cost, but again that's a ae 
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ground for caribou and whatnot. A lot of us think oH 
| 
when they built the Alaska Highway, they did a lot of | 
damages there and I don't want to be asked what kind | 
of damages, because I'm not good at answering questions, 
but since the Alaska Highway is already there, why 
can't they put it there? 
THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse He, 


Mr. Frost. You're saying why can't they take the pipe- 





line from Prudhoe Bay south to Fairbanks and then 
along the Alaska Highway to southern Canada and the 
United States? 

THE CWITNESS 36 «Yes; LI *couldn't 
quite explain it like that, but that's what I meant. 
Now, I should say that I don't know what the people 
think about it on that side, but -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well we | 

: 


are going to -- I am going to hold a hearing in White- 





horse on August llth. We'll start August llth and 
we'll hear what the people there think of Beene 
the pipeline south to Fairbanks and then along the 
Alaska Highway to southern Canada and the United States 
But I'm certainly interested in hearing your views on 
Ttetoo: 

THE WITNESS: I Pretty near 
ran out of something to say now, so I think I will let 
somebody else talk and maybe I'll talk again. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Fine, 


thank you, Mr. Frost. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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2 
: THE WITNESS: I would like to 
4 say first to Judge Berger to come up to Old Crow to | 
5 | listen to us and I would like to thank everybody to | 
6 | give me an opportunity to say a few words. | 
7 
| | 
3 I am sorry I didn't mention | 
7 my name there, my name is Peter Lord, born in Old Crow, 
10, brought up in Old Crow. 
1 First, number one, I would | 
12 | like to say a few words about the country that we live 
13) on. “It's north of :Old Crow; and this is in the Crow | 
al Flat area. The reason why Old Crow people have so man 
15 | concerns about Crow Flats, the Crow Flats is the | 
16 | migrating ground for caribou, and also it's a breeding | 
17 | ground for moose in summer, moose goes into Crow Flat : 
18 | in summer to breed up. | 
19 | And also we use it for muskrat 
20 | it is a good breeding ground for muskrat, and it's a 
| good breeding ground for fur bearing animals such as 
22 fox, lynx, mink and sometimes marten, wolverine. 
2 | They say that it's many streams, such as those little 
24 | tributaries that run throughthe lake, all carry fish, and | 
| 
25 | it's a very good spawning place for fish in the — 
! River 
26) All fish goes up Crow/and into the little creeks and 
27 | up to the little lakes. 
28 This is the reason why the 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| people talk so much about Crow Flats is that it's so 
| 
close to the town, they can always load up their 
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toboggan, dog team and move right into Crow Flats. If 
the caribou is there and they are going to trap up 
there, it's only a day from here with a dog team and 
then they could start going in different direction in 
Crow Flats where they could trap and have their own 
trap line from the other people. 

Well, this is as much as I 
will say about Crow Flat and other parts, we put it as 
number two, it is up the Porcupine River from here to 
-- probably to Whitestone Village, this is mainly for 
timber. It is good timber, that's the only place we 
get timber up river now, we are pretty well cleaned 
out for timber surrounding the Old Crow area here, and 
theyensemitetonmbuideding ,.probablandtyisi nobondy for 
20 years but beyond that. The children that's going 
to live for the future with ar rights to, protect this 
country also for timber, and also it's a good breeding 
ground for animals such as marten, lynx and wolverine, 
and it's moose country, that's where most of the moose 
stay in the winter time. 

We use all this land, every- 
body use it and whatever is in it, the Old Crow people 
needs what's in this land, and supposing if the pipe- 
line goes through here, near Old Crow, that's going to 
biti niga, Lotiicfi) obs? tte some people. There probably 
won't be very many Old Crow people get jobs on this, 
but the money will be in Old Crow, some of that money 
will che: spent; im OlduCrow leand itis.going to bring 
quite a bit of money in Old Crow. 


Right now today, the way the 
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people live right now, they don't make too much money, 
it's very few who have jobs to make money and other 
people have part time jobs, maybe a couple of jobs at 
a time like that and the rest is all trapping, hunting 
and fishing. 
I do think that the people 

are still happy the way they live right now. And per- | 
haps if the money they are spending in Old Crow bec, 


as long as the job lasts on’ this pipeline project, 





the people will be happy too, making money and spending 
it, but after that is gone, the people will be gone, 
and the people who made the big money will probably go | 
back down south and say good-bye to Old Crow, that's 
all the money they would take to the good country when 


they made it and said good-bye to their good friends. 


I do think that after all | 


the job is done, supposing the pipeline goes through 





here, all the jobs will be done and there will be 
nothing left. That made the people happy but after 
there is nothing left, there is very few Old Crow 
people who is going to stay, because there are sad 
things that will come to Old Crow. 

Perhaps the young people, 
after they have seen all this activities near Old Crow, 
and then nothing left behind, and this place with what 
few people are living there now, would be just like a 
ghost town to them and they would feel very sad. | 
They are going to have to leave, where there is more | 
activities going on, going into cities. | 


We have a school here in Old 
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| 
Crow, after they get through Grade 8, then the children 





go to Whitehorse. They will probably go up to Grade 9 
and Grade 10, after they go through that, some of them | 
go through Vocational School, but still they know they | 
have got a good country up here, the parents are here, 


| 
| 
| 


and most of them come back to their home. | 


Now, the reason why I said | 
the kids are coming back to Old Crow is because they | 
know they could make their living out of the land iéive «| 
Now, when the young boy come back from school from 
Whitehorse, he's in Grade 10, but he quit school 
because he likes to come home, he feels sad about his | 
home, but the country is still here and home, and he | 
knows that he could take a boat, set of fish net | 
go three or four miles out of town, he's sure he's 
going to get something to eat. 

When the caribou come, he 
could take a boat upriver and kill a few caribou, all 
he needed is a pot to boil the meat and a frying pan, 
that's all he needs, and he can -- they don't go 
hungry. 

This is the reason why we 
would like to keep our country like this, without so 
many people coming to the country and starting pipe- 
lines and bringing good things into the village and 
then leave everything bad, nothing left for the rest | 
of the people in Old Crow. And I do think the native | 
people in Old Crow are very happy the way they are, 


| 
the way they are living right now. 
And I would like to say we 
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1| don't like to cut our friends' throat way down south | 
2| and make them sad, we don't make them happy because we 
3 don't like the pipeline near Old Crow, the cheapest 
4 way they could build their pipeline. We don't want to | 
5 || have people have hard feelings against us because we ! 
6 only have the right to protect ourselves and our 
| | 
7 | chiddremtiniithisycountny: | 
3 | I would like to bring up to | 
7 Judge Berger that we had a three year project here, | 
10 | Renewable Resources was up herestudying the | 
“| caribou and we know how the caribou reacted, all | 
12! this period of three years, they didn't stay a whole 
13 year's time but they stayed here from the lst of March | 
14 until the last part of October. And we know the cari- | 
15 | bou have done a lot of travelling, they run all summer | 
16 | long, they travel until late in December, the caribou : 
17 | settle somewhere else. The caribou didn't stay near : 
13 | Old .C row. | 
19 | The reason why I bring this | 
20 | up is that we know we already had effect with the 
24 caribou when there was too much traffic for the animals 
22 | and start chasing them all over the country. 
33 | Now I suppose there's a pipe- 
24 | line and there's a lot of people up here in this area 
25 | here, probably they are going to disturb some animals 
26° Such aS caribou, moose, because these animals that 
27 | live in this country never heard much of this kind of 
28 | noise and it is probably going to disturb the animals 
29 | and start leaving the country. 
30 | The last word I would say, the 
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1 people in Old Crow are very few and most of them are 
2 | closely related together and when a few white people 
3 | come in they are very friendly with the people, but | 
‘| Supposing 2 or 3,000 or 10,000 people start to mix up | 
5 around here, then nobody is going to care for each | 
6 | other, sister or brother, cousin or not, big traffic 
7 | and a lot of people, crowded, people who don't care too) 
8 much for each other. All this is going to happen. | 
9 Again I say thank you to 
10 | -- for Judge Berger to come up and listen to Old Crow : 
12) people and myself and thanks very much for giving me | 
12 | the opportunity to make a speech this long. | 
13| Thank you. | 
} | 
14 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, : 
15 | Mirah Lords | 
16 | | 
| | (WITNESS ASIDE) : 
| 
19 THE COMMISSIONER: I think we 
20| are aout half-way through the afternoon, so maybe we 
Hi 
21) will just take 5 or 10 minute break and just get a | 
22 | little fresh air for a few minutes. 
23] 
24 (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 
25 | 
26 | 
aI | 
ae | 
28 || 
29 | 
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2 
2 | (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) | 
3| | 
| | 
4| THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies and : 
| gentlemen, I think we will call our meeting to order | 
6 | and those of you who wish to say something will have | 
7| that opportunity this afternoon. ! 
| I thought that what we would | 
9 do is we'll just carry on now until 5 o'clock, and at 
19 | 5 o'clock we will stop for supper and then we will 
1l| come back at 8 o'clock tonight and hold the hearing 
12 | tonight for as late as you want me to remain, and then 
13 we will start again tomorrow afternoon at 1 o'clock : 
14] and go til 5 tomorrow afternoon and then come back at : 
1s | eight o'clock tomorrow night and go along tomorrow 
16 | night until we have to go to bed. | 
17 | So, we'll just carry on now : 
18 | thenhtdllaboutns ,afethat!sealioright. | 
191 Would you swear this witness, 
oq please? | 
| | 
22 | CHARLIE PETER CHARLIE, Sworn 
53 
24 | THE WITNESS: Judge Berger | 
25 | I would like to say a few words of what both women and 
26 | men are saying, I would like to put in a little piece 
27| at the same time. | 
23 THE INTERPRETER: Judge | 
29 | Berger, everybody is talking about the land, our land | 
30 | on which we live for many years. We know that this | 
| | 


_ bas astbel sHAMOTAAINMOD 
tebro of paiteem two Ifso Litw ew Ankds 1 .asmeL3nep 





| aved Liiw paidiomoe ysa ot deiw onw voy to saodt bas a 
| - -ftoonxedis akdd ytimwsioggo Jedt = 
| biuew ew gedw tadis gdpvoris 1 te te 
| 38 bas ,Apeloto & Lisnu, wom ao Yy1x189 gauct IL'ew al ob ae 
| fliw ow nedt bas sxeqque 202 gote LLiw ew Avolo'o € is 
babies eis blot bas tdpinas. Axols'o 8 36 toad emoD pit 
| nerd bas .ntemet of em tusw voy es otel es 20x tipinot cE 
: tooloto I 38 noonzests woxr10mes aisps tiste I[liw ew | les ‘a 
| - 96, dosd antop mont bis noontests woxxomos @ ILs op bas i oa 
. worxomot pnols op bas tdpia woxromos Avolo'o siple et i 
bod o¢ op ot svsd ow Iitnu tdpin i a 
work mo yxuso taot [L'ow ,o0a bic: d 


. tdpix {is a'tsdt 24 ,& suods Liks nods 


,eeensiw eidd xseswe voy bluow 











‘Sesesolq 


puzowe ,SLIAAHD ANTAL SLaaAHD 





roped epbut :2eaKrTiw aut) . . ; 7 | 
pra. nomow dtod sefnw to aebrow wet 6 yse oF ott bilyow I 


. ee oe 
! 


evsig efssil s ni tug of stil bivow I voniyse ei5 nem 


Vo | -omk3 omse ond Bae be 

¢ | 2 
an | opbhut SAOPSASAATAT SAT | i | 
i 


7 Pree Sa ane) bail sued patting 2 ybodyxove 4 xopz0d a 
4 7 a a : 


® 
ieee 


© 


es 
. oie. a soy (yn mxot vit oe Ho idw on ig 
‘ee ‘ - i et ay — 
0 ms - : oulead if : 7 tw 4c eu iss Fant a 
PD > : : ue R 


7 
mo 


ct BP. Charlize 


ALLWEST REPORTING L-TO. 
BURNABY, 2, Ba G. 




















land which we are living on now, it's because we worry 


about what's going to become of it, because of the pro- 


ject that's coming on it, and we don't want our good 
land to be destroyed. 
Now, aS we are talking about 


this land, our land, we are very happy to live on it, 


1291, 


Same as our ancestors did many years in the past. They | 


were happy to be born and raised in this land, and how 
they made their living out of this land. We want same 
way with the land that we live on today. 

Now, not only for ourself, 
but for our younger generation in years to come. Now, 
for many years, as we live on this our land, nobody 
have come around too much, and nobody have told us 
how we should make our living out of the land that we 
axe) Laving,:on. 

We have been born and raised 
on this land and have learned to make our ity Eng? Out 
of this land. We live to be a very happy people, we 
were not told how to be happy,the way we should make 
our living. For many years, as we have lived on this 
land, as we say we are happy. Now today through the 
many changes that is coming upon us now, we see lots 
of good things and we get these good things, and no 
matter how good we look ae good things that we 
get now-a-days, it spoil on us very .fasti, om break 
down on us. 

Now, this land that we live 
on, as far back as I remember, it's still always the 


Same. Now, through the changes of the project that is 


| 
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early days when they done that with us, we didn't 


1) coming into this land, we don't want it to 

2 | be broken down by what is coming into this, our good | 

. maria « 

| Our younger generation, it 

i 

5 will be in the time of our younger generation, when | 

6 | this proposed pipeline would be coming through and 

| then things would be very hard to get. I suppose the : 

3 | young generation will say this was one time a good | 

; land for our fathers, now it's not the same as what it | 

10 | used to be in the past. | 

11 Now, today because of this | 

12 proposed pipeline coming through our country, we worry | 

a about what will happen to our younger generation, and | 

14 | that is the reason why I don't want the pipeline. | 

15 | Now, Many years ago in the : 

26 | Old days as we call it now, everybody in this, that : 

17 | lived on this land were all happy people. They share : 

18 with one another, they had no grudge against one 

19) another, but now-a-days through the changes that have 

20 | come upon us now, we see it very different. Now we 

mt don't like to see everything worse to come into our 

22 | good land. | 

234) Many years ago again, and for 

ie many years now, ever since the white people have come 

25 | -amongst us, they make rules for us to live by, and 

26 | through these rules if we go by the rules that they 

a give to us, they made lots of promises through these | 

28 | rules that they make for us to live by. Now, in the | 
| 


understand too well. All we understood was to say "yes', 
| 
| 
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i| and it's too often that we have said yes on this 
| matter. | 
3 | Now, aS we are getting older, | 
| 
4 | we think of all that has happened in the past and also ) 
5 for the years to come. Now we hear about this pipe- | 
| 
6 | line, this proposed pipeline coming into our land, we | 
7 don't like it but still we don't say too much about ie 
3 | but we all are thinking about what would happen. : 
5 You see this Crow Mountain | 
at just back of the town here, Judge Berger, what used to | 
" be a hunting place for the people here, and to find 
12! out wht I mean is to go up there and ou Will see all 
13) the antlers what is left behind, it is just white with 
14 them up on thet mountain, the horns. Well, we under- 
15 | stand that the pipeline is going to be only eight Miles! 
16 | from here, so if it does come through that distance, | 
L7'| the caribou will not be seen again as they did in the | 
_ past around this mountain here. | 
19 | People used to move up there | 
20 | when the caribou come, to make dry meat, to make good 
21 | food, the food that they love, and also it's a great 
22 | place to get wild berries, which also, they love very 
23| much. The place that I'm telling you about on this 
24 | mountain that you see from here is not the only place; 
25, all the way up the Porcupine, there are many hunting 
26 | places that the people have been for many years, and 
27, that is where this proposed pipeline is going to be, | 
28 | according to what we see on the map. | 
29 | Now, the people are worried | 
30 | about that, because it's going through their hunting | 
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but whatever they try to sell to the school during holi-| 


ground and they are not going to be hunting if the piper 





line goes through their hunting grounds. 
Now, today we have schools and 


we have our young children, young people go to school, 


| 
| 
days, we are trying to bring them up to where we know | 
that our parents have taught us to make our living, | 


the way that they were also taught to make their paving 


off the land. | 





There are many times when we | 
take our young people out to show them how we hunt and | 
how we make our living out of the land. They are very 
interested and they ask many questions of how we have 
made our living out of the,land that we live in.» This 
is the reason why that we want to talk very strongly 
about our land, what is going to become of our land. 

When an Indian don't like : 

| 
what he hearsis going to happen to his land, he talks | 
a lot, he likes to be understood what he is talking | 
about, of the land that he loves very much. 

Now, this Crow Flat where we 
hunt our rats, it's a very good place. It's an easy | 
place to make a living, even if you don't know how to | 
hunt. If you are put there on the Crow Flats, all you | 
have to do is set your traps and put it on the flat 
or on the grassy spot around the lake edge, and you 


will icatchprats,;,.and that iswhowleasy sit Kis for. child, 


even a child that has no one to teach them how to make 
a living out of the land. 


That is the reason why the old) 
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Crow people talk a lot about that Crow Flat. I started! 


trapping with my father on the Crow Flat ever since I 
was eight years old. In those days, my dad used to 
live way up the Porcupine, up around Johnson Creek, | 


that's where we used to live. In those early days when 





I was just a young kid, my parents, my dad and his two | 
brothers and their father, they used to live way up in | 
Johnson Creek and that's where they done their fine 


fur trapping, and also hunted moose. And Since I was 


eight years old, I learned by my dad how to make a 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
living out of the country and I have done that all | 
my life until just a few years when I got a job here 
in the school. 
And for that reason, I know 

very well how to go about knowing what a person would 


need to make his living off the land. I have a big 


family, and a lot of them are grown up now and are 


beginning to understand about how to make their living, 
but still I worry about the years to come, how they 
would make their living off the land. 

Now today we hear a lot of 
this proposed pipeline coming through our land here. 
Now because of the way we talk about it, this will make 
us happy in the years to come, when our children are | 
all grown up. So that is the reason why today we are | 


all trying to talk as much as we can about this PEP ees ee 
| 


co turny out good "for our*children in*years: to’ comes 
There is another thing too 


pipeline, because we want everything to be in favour 
| 
about this pipeline; if after it was put there, and 
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it happened that we have an earthquake, this will damag¢ 


the pipeline, and by the pipeline getting damaged, it 
will affect a lot of the good land. What will happen 
then? This is what we are trying to let you know, 


Judge Berger, that if anything happened to this pipe- 


line, that is what worry us now-a-days, and so that is 


why we are trying to tell you what may happen to this 


proposed pipeline. 


Now, this is all I would like 


to say to you at this time, but I may want to say some 


more to you again. 
MR. VEALE: I have got some 


questions, Charlie Peter. If the pipeline were built 


in Old Crow, there would be acamp of men near Old Crow. 


What do you have to tell the judge about that? 


THE INTERPRETER: Charlie 


Peter Charlie said that he didn't feel that it would 


be very good, because like our young people today, 


that the people here, the parents are trying tbo train 


them the right way, that if a camp come near or a camp 


near to this village, it may cause a lot of problems 
to what these people here are trying to train their 
young people. 
MR. VEALE: Well Charlie 
Peter, maybe you could tell what kind of problems. 
THE INTERPRETER: He saidthe 
main problem would be alcoholic, alcohol. Today they 


get only one plane once in a while and still they get 
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lots of alcohol coming into the DernikGiy;, or the raned: 


Young people are that close with this pipeline, they 
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-- there will be roads coming into, along the pipeline, 
and this will make lots of traffic and it will bring 
lots of people and it would also bring a lot of alcohol 
which would be given to the young people, both boys 

and girls, and this would cause a lot of problems for 
many families. 


MR. VEALE: Charlie Peter, I 


would like to ask if you remember when the winter road 
came through Klo-Kut , maybe you could tell the judge 
about that? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Maybe some 
one could point out Klo-Kut for my benefit, before we Pe 
any further. | 

MR. VEALE: Now, Charlie | 
Peter, do you remember when the winter road came through 


Klo-Kut and if you could tell the judge about it. | 
THE INTERPRETER: He says ANSE) 
the road came thraugh a few years back, this-- through | 
this Klocut, he says they hit the river not too far up 
here, where the animals were on the river and that 
is where they came and hit the Porcupine, and from 
there, the foreman came down here and visited them in 
the school here in the furnace room, and that's 
where they mentioned about just where they hit the 


river and also where this old camp was many years ago. 


They hit the Porcupine, it was 





a stopping place for many people many years ago, DERBuse 
it's a place where the caribou migrate across the river 
and that's where they used to hunt caribou by -- mostly 


by spearing them or shooting them with a bow and arrow, 
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and so it's not just few families that have lived 
there, but many families, and it used to be a great 
stopping place for the people of this north land. 
He says that is where they 
hid the river and so they said that is where they 
would cross the river. The people here didn't want 


that old stopping place to be disturbed so they told 


them that further down the river would be a good place 


to cross because it's not deep water, but still they 
didn't listen and they went and crossed that river 


where that old stopping place was, 


He says there are many people 


working there now, they are digging up things that the 


98 


people lived with many years, many years ago, by losing 


it or forgetting it and that is what they are working 


on right now. They got several people working up there, 


Now, by finding what they are | 


working with now, they know how long ago that these 
people have lived there. The foreman in that camp, 
the people here wants him to be here so he could give 
or help out in the date how long that this stuff has 
been in that ground. 

MR. VEALE: He will be 
coming. Charlie Peter, you might also tell the judge 
about Caribou Lookout and Caribou. 

THE CINTERPRETER:* “Purther \up 
the river, where they call the Caribou Lookout, where 


they watch for caribou. Now, this is during -- after 


break-up, spring time that these people do that. Now, 


this was done by people many years ago, but today he 
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Says we are still doing that, but today we go up by 
scow and kicker , we go up there and hunt caribou 
the same way the people did, but I don't believe it's 
not the sameway, because Peter, I think he use rifle. 
In the old days he used to spear them, but they still 
do, that's what the old people done with spears, they 
go and hunt meat to put up for the Spring, Spring time. 

MR. VEALE: Charlie Peter, 
maybe you could tell the judge about this map 
that is behind him, about the people who made it. 

THE INTERPRETER: Now this 
map here that you see was made by a person named 
Bob Sharpe. John Stager and Bob Sharpe, which were 
working with the people around this part of the 
country. There was four of us, there was Neil and 
Charlie and Peter Charlie and Peter Lord here that were 
asked to help to make this map. 

He said we enlote of 
work to make this map here, what you see. Now, the | 
map is made across to Rampart where the Alaska line : 
is and all the way up the porcupine. Now, we also put | 
the names on the map of what the places were called. | 
Many different names and many different places. You | 


if 


will find out by the numbers that we have on the names, 
and places on the map and it took a lot of work to make 
what you see here. 


i 
| 
| 
{ 
| 


The four of us that make this | 

| 

map, there were some younger -=- he mentioned three 
more names, went over this map and wrote down =~ had to 


write down all the names that you see here on the side, 
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and probably the numbers too, that is on the map. 

Before your visit, Judge 
Berger, but as we were preparing for your visit, that 
map was mentioned, to have a map up during your visit 
here, that this map was mentioned, which was made by 
the natives here, the people here, and so that's how 
that we got this map up to show you what we have done, 
and also to show you what we are talking about on the 
land. 


Now, we are having it up now, 


but after this inquiry is over, we want to give you ehis 


map which was made by the people of Old Crow. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well that 
would be very useful to me and to the Inquiry to have 
this map. I notice that ~- can I ask a question? 

I notice that all of the 
places that have been givennames in the English lang- 
uage, have names already in the Loucheux language. 


There are quite a few places that have names in the 


Loucheux language, but no names in the English language 


Is that because the people that prepare the official 


maps haven't yet chosen English names for those places? 


Dowvou know?4'1 appreciate? that at's == 
THE INTERPRETER: The answer, 
he says there are a lot of places we know the name of 


the places, because it's our country and we know it 


from away back, so we know the name in our own language 


but we don't exactly know the meaning of it in English. 


THE COMMISSIONER: M'hmm. 


THES INTERPRETER: So that is 
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iv the reason why we just put the name that we know, we 

2 don't put down the name if we don't know. 

3 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I 

4 understand; the point is that you gave names to ail 

5 of the places, these lakes and rivers and hills and 

: mountains because the people used them, have used that 

‘ land and all of those places for many years, I under- 

: Stand that. 

9 THE INTERPRETER: Yes. 

10 MR. VEALE: Charlie Peter, 

77 you also sometimes go into the school and teach younger 
13 children. Could you tell the judge about that? 

13 THE INTERPRETER: For the 

vail past four years I have been teaching the children here 
oe a in the school, and mostly in their own language, and | 
16 | what I would teach them in their own language, I would | 
‘ write it on the blackboard and from there they would : 
18 | put it into their books of their own language. | 
| And that is the way I have 

20 been teaching that. After they have put it in their 

24 book, only then I would go back and tell them what it 
59 means, the meaning of the language that I have put on 
ome the blackboard for them to put into their books. 

24 | And many times too, between 
a that I tell them some of the very old time stores that 
aa I know of. Now, I notice from this last winter, when 
a7 I start writing down on the blackboard of the words 

28 | that I have been trying to teach them, I see == I 


notice that they read them just as soon as they see it 


written on the blackboard. 
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I try and help them in many 
ways to learn and through my teaching them, I give them 
-- I ask them to ask questions, so in that way I would 
want them to ask me what they want to know, and they 
are willing to do this and ask questions about what 
they want to learn. 

Thats adie 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
Mr. Charlie. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


WILLIAM SMITH, Sworn 


THE COMMISSIONER: Would you 


like to sit down? 


THE WITNESS: I prefer to 





Stand up; if you don’t mind) Sir, 

THE “COMMISSIONER?” F*tnink it 
is about 4:30 and I understand Mr. Smith's presentation 
will take a little while, so I should say that I think 
Mr. Smith is the last person that I will hear this 
afternoon, but we will adjourn about 5 and we will come 
back here at’ 8 o'clock tonight and I'll hear others 
then, and of course tomorrow afternoon and tomorrow 
night as well. | 
And I have been asked to say | 
that the Co-op will be open from 5 o'clock to 6 o'clock 
tonight, so that -- I guess that's good news, I don't 


know, I'm sure it must be. 
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1 PETER LORD, Sworn as 
Interpreters: 
ye 
3 MR. SMITH: My name is 
4 William Smith, I am a resident of Old Crow. I appear, 
5 although I am married to Tabetha Kiakavitchik (?) 
6 | Smith, I appear on this occasion on my own behalf, and 
7| I appear to put before the Commission information in 
8 the form of documents and my observations and conclus- 
9 ions based on these documents which touch upon the 
“i question of sovereignty, property and possession of 
LL the lands in which the applicant seeks to acquire 
12 | interests. 
13) It's my thought that this, 
14 | these facts -- this information which I hope to lay 
15 | before the Commission clearly will -- may take a place 
16 and have some value in the deliberations leading to 
17| the report they give to Mr. Buchanan. 
“ I think the best point for me 
19 | to start is with the debates and I will put this in 
20 evidence, Mr. Commissioner, debates of the House of 
pay Commons of the Dominion of Canada, fifth Section, 
22 Third Parliament, 41 Victoria 1878 Volume 5, Second 
a Volume of the Session, and this has to do with the 
24) northerly boundaries of Canada, the northerly boundaries 
5 of Canada, and when I use the word "Canada" in this 
26) appearance, Mr. Commissioner, I use it in the strict 
al sense, the sense in which it is presented in Section 4 
28 of the Act of 1867. Canada is Canada as constituted 
PZ by the provisions of this Act. 
30 SO we are concerned here with 
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| 
| 
the northerly boundaries of Canada. Mr. Mills, who I 
presume at that time was the Secretary of State in | 
Mr. McDonald's cabinet, presents to the Commons, four 
resolutions, and I will read these into the record, i1£ 
Iomay. I have not a second copy of this document or I 
would lay it before you. 
First, the first resolution, 


"The doubt exists regarding the northerly 


| 
| 
and northeasterly boundaries of the 
Northwest Territories and Rupert's 
Land transferred to Canada by order of 
Her Majesty in Council, 22nd June, 1870, 
incorporating the Territories of the 
Hudson's Bay Company and the Northwest 
Territories of Canada". 


I make a slight interpolation here, a parenthetical 


insertion. I believe Mr. Mills was in error because 


‘the Statute, the British North America Act, 1867, 


Section 146 admits the Northwestern Territory and 
Rupert's Land and in the litigation which has been 
instituted, we will be insistent that the language of 
the Statute be used. This is a parenthetical inter- 
polation. 
Resolution number 2, 
"That the discovery and working of 


minerals in the vicinity of Cumber- 


and other matters have been transpired 
which make it important that all doubt 


land Sound has recently been reported 
respecting the jurisdiction of Canada, 
| 
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intimated 


intimated willigness to transfer". 


transpired. 


W. Smith 


ail ot those parts’ /of “British North 

America, should be removed with as 

little delay as possible". 
Resolution 3, 


"That correspondence has taken piace 


on the subject between the Government 


of Canada, the Government of the 


United Kingdom of Great Britain and 


Ireland which, through the Right 


Honourable Secretxy of State for the 


colonies has intimated"... 


",..willingness to transfer to the 


Dominion of Canada all the territor- 
ies in question and has invited the 
expression of the views of the 
Government of Canada respecting the 
propriety of legislation for that 


purpose", 


I stress here the words 


with the Commission is that the transfer has not 


In other words, the government has 


"has 


The point that I 


am driving at, or the message which I desire to leave 


expressed a willingness to transfer something to the 


Dominion of Canada which, as of the Order-in=Council 


of 1870, had not been transferred to Canada. 


The fourth resolution is, 


"It is expedient that the right of 


Canada to all British North America 
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1] and the islands adjacent thereto, not 


including the Province of Newfoundiand, 























| 
| 
. should be- placed beyond question and 
4 | that the offer of Her Majesty's Govern-= | 
| ment to transfer the said territories : 
é| to Canada be accepted". | 
7, Onc e again, the intimation 
< is that the transfer has not been made, the Government | 
| of Canada is expressing its willingness to accept a | 
ae transfer of these lands beyond the northerly limit. | 
11 | 
al “That to-avoid/all. doubt, in- the | 
is] matten~ its desirable that, an Act 
‘al of the Parliment of the United King- 
| dom of Great Britain and Ireland | 
fe should be passed defining the | 
3) northeasterly, northerly and north- | 
18, westerly boundaries of Canada as 
19 | follows: That is to say, on the 
56 | east side of the Atlantic Ocean, 
21 which boundary shall extend towards 
22 | the north By Davis Straits, Baffin 
| Bay, Smith Straits, Kennedy Channel, 
se including all the islands in and 
25 | adjacent thereto which belong to 
5a Great Britain by right of discovery 
29 or otherwise. 
6 On the north, the boundaries shall 
=| be -- " 
30 | On the north, the boundaries shall be =- 
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"e- so extended as to include the 
entire continent to the Arctic Ocean 
and all islands in the same. West- 
ward to 141 meridian west Greenwich, 
and on the northwest by the United 
States Territory of Alaska", 


I underscore in this resolut- 


ion the words "On the north, the boundaries shall be 


so extended as to include the entire continent of the 


Arctic Ocean", from wherever the boundary may have 


been in their minds, they want now to extend it 


further. 


"That the Parliament of Canada on 
the transfer of the beforementioned 
territories being completed shall 
have the authority to legislate for 
their future welfare, good government 
and have the power to make all 
rules and regulations respecting 
them the same as in the case of 
Other territories and in the Parlia- 
ment -- and the Parliament of 
Canada expresses its willingness 
to assume the duties and obligations 
consequent thereunto". 

In Resolution 6, I underscore 


the words, "On the transfer of the before- 


mentioned territories being completed". These are the 


resolutions and in his statement to the Parliament, 


Mr. Mills go on to say, and I will not read the whole 
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testimony but I will read certain portions which sus- 
tain the point I'm trying to make, that there is doubt 
and that certain territories of Her Majesty's British 
North American possessions, were not aggregated and 
admitted into and included in Canada by the Order-in- 
Councils of 1870. 

He would observe, Mr. Millis 


would observe that the boundaries of Canada on the 


northeast and northwest were not wholly defined. Again. 
he says, 
"The boundaries of the northwest 


were never very clearly known and 





the boundaries of Rupert's Land | 
were only given in the Charter 

which conferred this country and 
the Hudson's Bay Company in the 


time of Charles the’ Second". 





Mr. Mills goes on, he proposed) 


by this resolution to take the necessary steps to have 
these territories which he delineated in his resolution, 
have these territories transferred to Canada and to 
remove all doubts with regard to our exact limits at 
the north and northwest. 

The thrust again that I am 
making, the thrust here is that this is a proposal, 
there is an extent in the Canadian -- in the northwest 
of Her Majesty's British North American possessions 
which was not made a part of Canada, Canada by the 
Order-in-Council of 1870. 


I proceed in this document 
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to the testimony of Sir John A. MacDonald. Sir John A. 
says -- he had read last night, the papers laid on the 
table. THese are the documents relating to the corres- 
pondence referred to before between the Colonial Office 
and the Government of Canada. 

THE COMMISSIONER: What year 
did Sir John make his statement that you are about to 
read, what year was that again? 

THE WITNESS: This is May 3, 


1878. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Was he then. 


Prne Minister? 

THE WITNESS: Prime Minister, 
Sir John A. was Prime Minister at that time. 

He states in this document, 


he had read last night the papers laid on the tabie. 


He thought that the Ministry had acted with due discret~ 


ion in laying them before the House in a semi-confidentia: 


way. The less publicity was given them, the better, 
because there were suggestions in them which might be 
used against us if they fell into unfriendly hands. 
Therefore, the government had acted prudently. The 
implication there is that -- the implication that I 
derive from this, from my observation here is that it 
might have been the commonjunderstanding that by the 
act -- the Order-in-Council of 1970, all of British 
North America beyond the Rupert's Land possession, 
the Hudson's Bay Company possession was included ox 
admitted into the union, but in fact this may not have 


been so, and it is my opinion that this is why Sir John 
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1 A. MacDonald stated that, as you will see if you read | 
2 | this, -- these resolutions were presented to the Parlia-| 
3 ment in the last day of che *-sessronrp, & thinks and Mr. | 
4 Mitchell of Ontario had been complaining that he hadn't | 





>| had a chance to read the papers tabled, why the big 

















beg leave to approach your Majesty 


a rush. It appeared to him that we are sneaking it | 
"| through, and I have just read Mr. MacDonald's response, | 
8 and it is well to keep this matter privy. | 
>| in-other words; *1i£ this eel 
10 | tory was not a part of Canada, we better get it attached | 
LI before somebody finds out about it. | 
12] Now, I will present this in | 
13 evidence. | 
14 | THE COMMISSIONER: That will : 
cal be marked as an Exhibit. | 
| 
17 | (RESOLUTIONS MARKED AS EXHIBIT C-63) | 
18 | | 
| | 
19 | THE WITNESS: The Senate =~ 
: this was transferred to the Senate. And the Senate was 
: prepared to consider the address to Her Majesty for- 
¢2|| warded to them by the House of Commons, and this is the 
a3 address that they were concerned. 
ony "Most gracious Sovereign, we your | 
25 | Majesty's most dutiful loyal sub- | 
26 | jects, the Parliament of Canada, 
27 | the Commons and Senate of Canada | 
28 | in Parliament assembled, humbly 
29 | 
| 


\ 

: 
30] for the purpose of representing; 

| 

| | 
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a) whos! 
W. Smith 


a That doubts exist regarding 
rs the northerly and northeasterly 
3 boundaries of the Northwest Terri- 
4 tories", 
5 and I insert in parentheses here, In my estimation 
| this is an inaccuracy, it should state as in the 
7| language of the Act, the Act of 1867, the Northwestern 
i Territories. 
5 "The northerly and northeasterly 
10 boundaries of the Northwest 
uke Territories and Rupert's Land 
12 | transferred to Canada by your 
13 | Majesty and by order of Your 
“I Majesty in Council of the 23rd 
15 | of June, 1870 incorporating the 
16 territories of Hudson's Bay 
175 Company and the Northwest Terri- 
im tories with Canada... ." 
19 I was disregarding that.: 
20 “That it is expedient that the right 
21 of Canada to all British North 
22 America and the islands adjacent 
23 thereto, (not including the 
24 Province of Newfoundland, should 
25 | be placed beyond question, and 
26 | the offer of Your Majesty's 
29 government to transfer the said 
28 territories to Canada be accepted. 
29 That to avoid all doubt in the 





matter, it is desirable that an 
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l Act aoe of the United 

2 Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 

3 Should be passed, defining the north- | 

4 easterly, northerly, northwesterly / 

5 boundaries of Canadaas follows", | 

6 and the territorial delineation is the same. 

7 Now, the point,iI would put 

8 this in evidence as well. 

9 

10 | (JOURNALS OF THE SENATE 1878, VOLUME | 
a XII, MARKED AS EXHIBIT C-64) | 
12) : 
13] | THE, WETNESS: -Ieturn now, and | 
wal I will present this in evidence, I have a copy of that | 
ie if you wish to take it. . | 
16 | 
Vv (COURT RECORDS, ISLE OF WIGHT, JULY 31, : 
18 1880, MARKED AS EXHIBIT C=-65) | 
20 THE WITNESS: The address was 
221 accepted or approved or agreed to, the Motion present=- | 
die ing the proposed address by the House of Commons to the 
on Senate was agreed to by the Senate, and I turn now to | 
px what the result of the address was. And this is an | 
22) Order=in-Council at the Court of Osborne House,Isie of | 
* Wight, the 3lst day of July, 1880, present the Queen's | 
22] Most Excellent Majesty, Court President, Lord eee 
28 | Lord Chamberlain, and this is the text of the instrument: 
29 "WHEREAS it is expedient that all : 





30 British Territories and possessions | 


: 


i 
1‘ 


i i oh [ sea" 


a oe ee 


bosia’ edd $0: dgunaLeeounteueek 
baslexl bas mistixtd ssexD to mobpatx 
«diiron ent pataiteh ,besesq ed biwode 
yixeteowiszon. ,yisedtion ,yluetase 
"awollot assbsasd to eeitebavod) r 
oma ond ak moissentiob Lstzosixxes edt bas 


a 


sug bivow I,3niog oft ,worn 


.Lisw es enasbive nat eidd | 


SMUIOV , Stel STAMa2 aHT FO 2IAWAUOL) 
{aa=D TIEGLHXS BA CAAAAM ,IIX 


bikes vou, wigs tL pe@esuTIW SHT 


| Seis to ygoo 4 eved L .sonebive at, etds tnee0exg Lliw I 


ti otes ot deiw voy if 


,f€ YIUG (THOIW 4O adel ,2qmoom1 TAUGD) 


(20-0 TLALHXS 24 GawIAM , 0681 


aw eaerbbs ait : 22NMPIW aHT f 
_#snevexrq aeizom sds ,otd beetes 20 bevouggs: 10 besgqeoos 
Pre os anomao) to seyoh eds yd neexbbs sineidieciit ce: ike par 

ot wow must I bag jeteae® edz yd od besps esw stsace 
| a3 @2 a&ht bad .eew Bseoubbs edt to, siveer ond teriw 
ee uflet, seve sntede® to Jwwod edt ge Lionuod-nai-19eb10 
| a'nsog® ond shoeoky (OSM iylut 20 yeh sake edt ,driptw 


; 


bxewese biel 4saobleerd tavod .ytestsM tnelieoxa s20M 
ty onusxrent ods to gxod odd et atde bob ,nislxedmedd b1ot 
. Ile ded? gaeibeyxe ei si cAatanw" 


lo > 7 a 
3 15 rn WwW — : ‘ ; bas pd wes 















i 

















eee W. Smith 
| 
| in North America and the islands | 
2 adjacent to Such Territories and | 
3 Possessions which are not already inclu- | 
1 ded in the Dominion of Canada", | 
5 and I halt once again parenthetically to stress the 
6 | fact that there exists Territories , Possessions and | 
7 islands which are not already included in the 
| Dominion of Canada. This instrument, and I go on to 
9 say, 
10 "These Territories and Possessions 
‘ which are not already included 
12) in the Dominion of Canada should, : 
13 | (with the exception of the colony | 
| of Newfoundland and its dependencies,) 
1S be annexed to and form part of the 
16| said Domininn". | 
17 | Of the said Dominion, I stress this. : 
‘afl I skip a paragraph and I go | 
af on to the -- I skip a paragraph in the instrument, Lic. | 
20 Commissioner and I proceed to the effective section: 
231 | "AND WHEREAS Her Majesty is grac- | 
22 iously pleased to accede to <= " 
28 MR. COMMISSIONER: Lxcuse me | 
24 Mr. Smith. Everything that -- all the people who are 
25 | Speaking here today is taken down and of course that 
36 | “applies to you as well. Could you just goa i Foma asi SF 
2 you are reading these documents so that the court | 
al reporter can get it down. | 
29 THE WITNESS: Yes. | 





30 | "AND WHEREAS Her Majesty is 








ebaslet edz bas isoksena doxorronl 
bas eokuovise? dove oF gneos (bs 
~ulont yhaeexis son 918 dotdw enotasoceot 
'\"ebsned ‘to aokatmod eft ni beb 
ais gestae oF yllsoitedsaetsg: niBos sono disd I bas 
bus anoleesesod , BeizotixueT ateinxe sins tedt tos82 
eis at bebuilont ybesals joa eis doidw ebasiatl 
o ao op I bas ,snempisadit eidT . 6060 20 nokn ined 
s¥S5e 

aittesoseot bas esixosizteT’ east" 

bebuyloni ybsstis tom ets dotdw 

,bigeda sbseasD To okalane eis at 

yioleo six to sottqeoxe os tiv) 

(,ueionebuegeb eti bas baslbasotwelf to 

siit to s16q mxo? bas of bexedns od 

' *netmbeod bise 
aids #eoute I \aoinkimod bise os TO 

OO i Dus iqeuystsg & Gita I 

3M \saomutsens oft ai dqsipsisq 5 qidte I -- siz oF No 
{uOLsOVe edge git oF besoorg I bas tenoLea immo 

-osny et ytsoteM xeH aAtiaaw ava" 

8 w« oF obsons of hbeaselq ylevot 

ell Seuuxi siQWOTSBIMMOD A 

os ow oiqoeg edt lls +~ s6d3 paidtyseva opasit. bm exh 
ysis gexu0d Ta bus awob seAst af ysbos exe patdsege 


natw sowole tid © op taut soy Bivod) .Liew es woy od -estiqgs” 


| | 
| , 
ah tests ze BamtHW -auA" 


iy > Se ial ly i 4 


.awob 3i d9p as9 xeszogeT . 


ee A I A ne 





I 
e 
c, 
» 
2 
r) 

iY 
g 

;@. 





1314 














ALLWEST REPORTING LTD, W. Smith 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 
| 
1 graciously pleased to accede to 
od the desire expressed in and by the 
3 | said address", 
4 which has been presented in evidence, . 
5 "Now therefore it is hereby 
iH ordered and declared by Her Majesty 
7 | by and with the advice of Her Most 
8 Honourable Privy Council as 
9 follows: From and after the ist 
10 day of September, 1880, all 
a British Territories and Hetsees- 
eed ions in North America, not already. 
13) included within the Dominion of 
14} Canada, and all adjacent islands 
15 | | thereto," and all islands adjacent 
16) to any of such Territories or 
17 | Possessions shall, (with the 
18 exception of the colony of New-~ 
139 foundland and its dependencies ,) 
20 become and be annexed to and form 
ey Ak part of the said Dominion of 
c2 | Canada and become and be subject 
op to the laws for the time being 
24) enforced in the said Dominion 
5 insofar as such laws may be appli- 
26 cable thereto". 
=m Now, I have indicated in my 
28 | opening remarksto you, Mr. Commissioner, that I an 
29 bringing forth material which I think bears on the 
30 | sovereignty, the property and possession of these lands 
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through which the proposed pipeline will pass, and I 


bring to your attention, in view of the fact that the 


address desired from Her Majesty, an Act of Parliament, 


which would define specifically certain limits o£ 
Canada, Canada by the wording of the Act of 1867 is 
the union. 

Now, I will turn to -- I will 
turn to the British North America Act of 1867, Section 
146. 

"It shall be lawful..." 
and I won't read the whole thing, but Till say it, 
"It shall be lawful for Her Majesty 
to admit", 
and I am sorry, I have notsgot.a copy of this. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Carry on. 
THE WITNESS: 
"It shall be lawful for Her 
Majesty to admit into the union", 
"admit into the union", I stress the language. ‘This 
is the language of the instrument. 
"...-Rupert's land and re north- 
western Territory". 
Now, this language is restrictive; there's no, I 
can't find it in my mind to interpret this as being 
synonymous with the words, 
"It shall be lawful for Her 
Majesty to admit into the union 
all the rest of British North 
America except the Provinces of 


Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, 
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New Brunswick, British Columbia, 
Prince Edward Island and Newfound- 
Laren ws 
This is restrictive, Her 
Majesty in this instrument, the “Act "of "1867 )' "is per— | 
mitted by Parliament, authorized by Parliament 
to admit into the Union, the Northwestern Territory | 
and that must be envisaged as an entity, "the North- 
western Territories". The language doesn't say anything 
north of the Hudson's Bay Territory, Rupert's Land, 
it doesn't say that, it specifies the Northwestern 
Territory and Rupert's Land may be admitted on the 
address and all the rest of it. 
Now, in contra-distinction, 


and to indicate and prove the fact that there is 


not included under the terms of Setion 146, we have 
this instrument here, everything not included == not | 
included in the Dominion, in the Dominion. It doesn't | 
say “admitted to the union", it says "included within 


the Dominion", 


Now, I make a crucial point 
here. As of the date of the issue of this instrument, 
there is a distinction between Her Hafeseets Dominion | 
of Canada and the Union of Canada. By this ar enihenee 
a piece of Her Majesty's British North American terri- 


tory is aggregated, it's a territorial aggregation, 


the territories previously comprised in the Union 





of Canada. This is a territorial aggregation. This 


is an annexation, but the terms of annexation are very 
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| 
| 
| 
loose. The only thing Her Majesty gives to Canada, if | 


you can say gives it to Canada, she hasn't given Canada| 


anything. All she says in this instrument which is a | 
prerogative act, this is a prerogative act, Her Majesty: 
simply decrees that this new piece which previously 


had not been included in the Dominion, is by this ins- 





trument, aggregated to the territory and what was a 
part of, an unstyled part of British North America now i 
becomes a part of a styled territory. Her Majesty's | 
Dominion of Canada, but there is nothing -- it is not, 
this territory is not admitted to the union, and Her 
Majesty simply decrees by this, that the laws <= that 
this territory, this newly aggregated territory shall | 
become and be subject to the laws for the time being | 
in force in the said Dominion. That Says, Her Majesty 
Says that that bundle of laws in force within her 


Dominion of Canada as of 31 July, 1880 are now the 





laws of this previously lawless, if you wish to phe at 


that way, unincluded territory. She does not consti- 
tute the Parliament of Canada as a legislative author- 
Livy . 

The address by the Parliament 
of Canada asked Her Majesty, by act of Imperial Parlia-~ 


ment to constitute the Parliament of Canada as the 


Majesty acceded to the desires expressed, but not to 
the extent and not in the manner that the government 
of Canada had wished, to preserve it as =-- and clarity 
and strengthen its status as a British possession, she 


| 
| 
legislative authority for this territory, but Her 
| 
| 
| 
annexed it to the Dominion of Canada,but that does not | 
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say that she put it under the jurisdiction of Her 
Majesty's officers in Canada. There is no inkling here | 
of a beneficial interest. I see nothing in here that | 
gives Canada a beneficial interest. I see nothing in 
here that makes Parliament, gives Parliament the right 
to legislate for this. I see nothing in here that 
constitutes Her Majesty's officers in Canada, in 
Canada as -=- 

THE COMMISSIONER: You say it 
was an imperfect transfer of ownership and sovereignty 
efathis pland, is -thateit? | 

THE WITNESS: I don't say hae 
at all, I say that this land, by virtue of the Royai 
Proclamation, the Royal Proclamation -- I have got it 
somewhere, the Royal Proclamation divides Canada into 
three sovereignties. The Royal Proclamation divides 
Canada into three sovereignties, Quebec, Rupert's Land 
and a Royal Preserve, a Royal Preserve, and this is a 
reSsiduary provision here. All -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: You mean 
the Royal Proclamation of 1763? 

THE WITNESS: The Royal 
Proclamation of 1763, yes sir. The Royal Proclamation 
of 1763 constitutes three sovereignties, Quebec -- 
or recognizes three sovereignties, Quebec, Rupert's 
Land and all the rest, all the rest of my British 
North American possessions, except the middle Atlantic 
proprietorships and colonies, All of that is reserved 
unto Her Majesty, she took it unto her sovereignty, 


protection and Dominion. She reserved it unto herself, 
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and she reserved it unto herself as a Royal Reserve 


for the Indians, and she prohibited entry ini 
to any of her subjects, and she says in fact, none of 
my governors shall grant patents == patents fer il: 
or pass warrants Of survey beyond the bounds cof their 
éorimbesior under any pretense whatsoever, under any 
pretense whatsoever, so we have three sovereignties. 

Now, Cche Act, andeL putrchis 
in evidence, the Act for Regulating the Fur Trade, 
George IV a oe 66, 1821. I put this in evidence, 
and a reading of this, a reading of this once again 
will indicate that the Parliament of Great Britain 
recognized three sovereignties. It says in there chat 
"it shall be lawful for Her Majesty to issue a licence 
for monopoly trade", in the Indian -= and this is the 
language of the instrument =~ in the indian territory. 
That is the territory -- and once again we have a 
residual, a residuatory provision. This licence for 
exclusive fur trade is valid in all of British Werth 
America except Canada and Rupert's Land, so we have 
there again a reiteration of three sovereignties with 
the portion of British North America north and tioceth- 
west of Rupert's Land is a reserve, a royal reserve 
and it's a reserve in which all rights, and this is 
Lord Watson, this comes from Lord Watson in St, 
Catherines Milling and Lumber. 

A reading of Lord Watson's 
decision in St, Catherines Milling and Lumber will 


indicate that in this indian -- in the territory 
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reserved -- the territorial reserved by Uer Majesty 
unto herself for the use of the Indians, within chat 
territory Bed Wied two ways only between Hex 
Majesty and the Indian people, “There is) no thixcd 
party, and the lands that have not been ceded or cole 
is what I mean to say. Within that royal reserve, 
and that is the land of north of Rupert's Land, that 
would be the Athabasca, Mackenzie, Porcupine River, 
Yukon River drainage, within that land which is recer~ 
ved unto Her Majesty, she reserves it for herseif, but 
she bestows it -- possession of it, possession o¢ it 
on the Indian people, as long as they have not ceded 
~- ceded unto her or she has not purchased their 


interest. 


(ACT FOR REGULATING FUR TRADE GEOKCE 


IVc 66 (1821) MARKED AS EXHIBIT C-66) 


THE WITNESS: What I am saying 


now is this land has not been acted upon except in u 
proprietorial manner, except by the Royal Proclamation 
of 1763, andLInquote in here, in this respect, 
Campbell versus Hall, 1774, Chief Justice Mansfield, 
in this decision refers to the Royal Proclamation of 
1763 with respect to the newly acquired possessions 

of Her Majesty, acquired by the Paris Treaty of Feb- 
ruary, 1763 as the first and material instrument. That 
instrument and this instrument. The Order=ineCouncil 
of 1880 are the only Royal instruments bearing upon 


the territory north of Rupert's Land, that is to say, 
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Athabasca, Mackenzie, Porcupine River and the Yukon 





River. There are no others. The instrument that i | 
have presented in evidence, the Act for Fur Trade, 
this grants a fur-trading right, but there is no 


proprietorship granted here, the proprietorship that 





Hudson Bay had was restricted to that granted by 


Charles the 2nd, in the charter to the com | 





pany. 

Now, the question comes out 
now, the question now arises, what is the geographical 
location and extent of the Northwestern Territory, 
granted that Her Majesty by Order-in-Council of June 
the 23rd, 1870 says this: 

"That Parliament of Canada shall 

have full power and authority to 

legislate for the future welfare 

and good government of the North-~ 

western Territory". 
There is no question that Parliament and Her Majesty's 
officers of Canada have legislative authority and 
executive authority in the Northwestern Territory and 
in Rupert's Land. 

But now we come to the quest= 
ion: What is the geographical location and extent o£ 
the Northwestern Territory, and I point out here, I 
will point out here that in the conferences leading to | 
Confederation,in the Quebec conference, the London | 
conference, in the draught, those -- the resolutions 
accepted in those conferences, the word "Northwestern 


Territory" only applies -- occurs. In other words, let| 
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| 
I me put it this way. The words "Rupert's Land" never | 
2 occur. The words "Rupert's Land" never occur, and in | 
3 this document here, which I will -- I don't know how | 
4 to present this, put this in evidence, but I would like! 
5 to put this in evidence and maybe I can refer to it. | 
6 | THE COMMISSIONER: Go ahead. 
7| THE WITNESS: It's called | 
8 "The Struggle for Responsible Government in the North- | 
9 | West Territories, 1870-1897," written by Lewis Herbert 
10 Thomas, who was provincial activist of Saskatchewan | 
7) and it was written, published by University of Toronto : 
12! Press, 1956. He has something to say about this, in | 
13 | this matter. 
14 | He says here as I have been 
nS) saying, and as has been said in the Parliamentary i 
16 | debates, the boundaries of the two areas had never | 
17 | been authoratively settled, that is the Northwest 
18 Territory and Rupert's Land. ! 
LS iwi] ‘veadWatpage 6 out of 
20 this document, part of page 6: 
2 "There are several important fea- 
222 tures of this Section of the Act", 
23 and this is Section 146 that he is referring to. 
274 | "In the first place, the exist- 
25 | ence of two different territorial 
266 | units in the northwest was recog-= 
27 nized. Rupert's Land, the domain 
28 of Hudson's Bay was recognized and 
291 the Northwestern Territory. This 





distinction had not been observed 
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where the Government of Canada has authority over a 


W. Smith 


in the Quebec resolutions of 1864, 
or the London resolutions Of CEB GG, 
and more Significant, did not 
appear in the earlier drafts of 
the British North America bill 
prepared by the London conference". 


In other words, for three 


drafts in the proposed conference, the words "Rupert's 
p is 


Land" do not appear. 


"This last minute change was a 
strategem of William MacDougall, 
the leading advocate of expan- 
Sion to give recognition to the 
Canadian contention that there 

was an area separate from Hudson's 
Bay domain which if not already 
by virtue of Canada Exploration 
Act was at least not 


legally possessed by the company". 


Now, we are at the point here | 


territory, a territory somewhere in British North 


£323 











America which is defined by the term "the Northwestern 





which I can find is this -- is the geographical 


Territory and Rupert's Land", but in no document in 


location and the extent of this territory defined, so 


we have the Government of Canada now in the position 
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Athabasca drainage, we have the Government of Canada 
performing executive acts and the Parliament of Canada 
tegistating, but if I step up and I say “Yes, but 

this is an assertion of authority and I don't like 
what you're doing, now prove to me or show to me some 
way that you have the authorities and powers which 

you are exercising here". 

Now, this is the position we 
are at and I will -- I won't take only a moment icnger 
sir. We have formulated this -- we have forinuiated 
this question in the form of an application for 
declaratory relief filed in the Federal Court of 
Canada. If you wish it, I haven't got it, but here's 
the document by which the Clerk of the Court served 
it on the Deputy Attorney-General of Canada. 

THE COMMISSIONER: No, you 
keep that. 

THE WITNESS: I'll keep that. 

Now, if you will allow me, 

I have no copy of this either, just a rough’ "eratty 
but I will -- it is substantially what is presented 
and I will read it if you Will allow me. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well you 
are really in that -- 

THE WITNESS: Well -= 

THE COMMISSIONER: =- in that 
proceeding begun in the Federal Court, seeking a 
declaration that the Parliament of Canada has no 
jurisdiction over the region where we are now, is that 
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THE WITNESS: I won't read 
this, but I will go one step further and then I will 
be through. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right. 

THE WITNESS: This document 
was filed, and it's between Tabetha Kiakavitchik (7) 
Smith and Her Majesty the Queen. It was filed on the 
12th, 12th day of May, it was served on the i2th day 
of May, on the Deputy Attorney-General of Canada. On 
the llth, according to Federal Court Rules, we are at 
liberty to apply for a default judgment. The == the 
Attorney-General of Canada has not appeared to enter 
a defence. We have moved the Federal Court to give 
us an order in default of pleadings, and this is the 
order we are seeking and this will answer your quest- 
ion. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Fine. 

THE WITNESS: They are asking 
that the Court order and adjudge that the defendant, 
not having shown that the lands in the Northwestern 
Territory admitted into the Union of Canada by and in 
the Order-in=Council:of the 15th of July, 1870, extend 
northward beyond the northern height of land of the 
North Saskatchewan River-English River-Churchill River 
drainage, and in view of that fact, the plaintiff is 
entitled to relief in the form of a declaration by the 
court that the acts complained of are not intra vires 
Her Majesty acting in her right of Canada and to 
clarify I should specify the acts complained of, if 


you will allow me. 
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1 THE COMMISSIONER; All right. 
2 | THE WITNESS: Complained of 
3 | in Section 7 of the Statement of Claim. 

4 | THE COMMISSIONER: M'‘himn. 

5 | THE WITNESS: Acting in Her 
6 | Majesty's behalf by virtue of the power of executive 
7 Government of Canada vested in Her Majesty by the 

1 Act of 1867, certain officers of Her Majesty's Govern- 
4 ment of Canada have, 

10 | (a) Taken possession of land between 

" Dawson City on the Yukon River 

12 and Fort MacPherson on Peel 

13| River near its junction with 

id the Mackenzie River by causing 

15 | the construction of a highway. 

16 | (b) Taken possession of land near 

1? | the junction of the Old Crow 

| River with the Porcupine River 

c| by causing the construction of 

20) aPaLeostrip ry iacilities for 

2. its maintenance. 

Pap (c) Granted licences and rights to 

23 | seek, produce, procure and 

24 | possess minerals in lands of 

a the Porcupine drainage to the 

6 benefit of Canada and the 

27 grantees. 

28 | And she claims that these activities injure me by 

29 | disturbing my peace of mind and reducing the pleasure 








30 | I was taking from my life when these activities began. 
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And that is the substance of it, and if you will allow | 
me to recap for one second -= 
THE COMMISSIONER:?" All right. 


THE WITNESS; += the message 





* 


I desire to leave with you, Mr. Commissioner, is that 


in view of the fact that your -=- part of your shen ners 
or responsibility is to assess the economic impact of | 
this application, if we are sustained in this action | 
and get this order, it will appear that the Governor | 
General has no authority to grant, nor any other 
officer of Her Majesty's Government of Canada, any 
authority to grant the application for lands in fee | 
Simple or title by notification sought by the appli- | 
cant, and if this should happen, any title granted | 
| 

would be defective and should people, commercial 
people throughout the area as happened in Alaska, 
commit themselves to expenditures based on the assumpt-— 
ion that Her Majesty's Government of Canada has a 
valid authority here when it may not have, there may 
be serious economic consequences. 

Thank you, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
Mri. Smiths I think that -- 

THE WITNESS: Can I Say one 
more -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

THE WITNESS: In view of the 
fact that this, these lands are yet, in my opinion, 
prerogative lands, in other words, these lands have 


not been acted upon in the royal domain, not the public 








$ ;* 
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| 
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i 
2 | domain. In view of this fact, and the fact that these | 
3 | dands are still under the protection, sovereignty and | 
4 | dominion of Her Majesty, I feel that the Indian organ- 
5 | izations, and I am a sincere believer in the belief | 
6 | that there should be a sovereignty established for thei 
7 and by them, but in view of this presentation here, my | 
2 | feeling is that they are applying to the wrong author- | 
gi) ity. | 
10 THE COMMISSIONER: All right, | 
11 | Tr thinkeiZ, have ot, dt), | 
en, : Wel loithankuyouls very: much, | 
13 Mr. Smith. It's 20 after 5:00 and I think we will stop 
14 for supper, and in view of the technical nature of Mr. ! 
is | Smith's presentation, I really don't think that we can | 
16 | ask Mr. "Lord to translate it. It's@antrehe) record, Mr. | 
17| Smith,it's a part of the permanent record of the pro- | 
18 | ceedings of the Inquiry, and it's a matter that Mr. 
19 | Carter, one of the lawyers for Arctic Gas and who's 
20| here will be able to take up with his client and one 
oT that Mr. Veale, who is here representing the Indian 
0h Brotherhood -- I mean the Council of Yukon Indians, 
sal will be able to take under advisement, and it is also 
“sh there for my own consideration. 
a5 | THE WITNESS: Can I add 
26 | the court number? 
27, THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, 
28 | please do, yes. 
29 THE WITNESS: It's -= so 
Fil that it's going to be available for whoever wishes to 


| | 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
1 get -- | 
2 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, please | 
3 do. | 
; THE WITNESS: This is Federal | 
5 | Court, this is filed in the Ottawa Registry of the | 
6 | Federal Court, Court Number T-1514-75, Tabetha Smith | 
| versus Her Majesty the Queen. | 
| THE COMMISSIONER: Right. | 
; inanksyou, Mr.) Smith, so i don't thinkers pv eidtibe | 
* necessary, Mr. Lord to translate that presentation by | 
5 a | Mr. Smith, and we will adjourn until 8:00 o'clock | 
2 | tonight and we will hear the other people then and I | 
1 : hope you are all back here at 8:00 o'clock and we 
4] will have some supper in the meantime. | 
ao | 
16) (WITNESS ASIDE) | 
17 | 
oa (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) | 
a 
i 
21 
22 
"| 
7 
25) | 
7A 
“eh 
28 | 
29 | 
30 | 
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~| (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) - 
s 
| | 
4 | THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies and _ 
5 gentlemen, I think we are ready to proceed and so we | 
6 | will just =-- we will just go right ahead. Would you | 
7! swear Mr. Abel, please? | 
7 
9 | CHARLIE ABEL, sworn: | 
10 | 
an 
12 
13 | THE INTERPRETER: Ladies and | 
7 gentlemen, I will call his name out, Charlie Abel, 
15 | and Mr. Berger, I want to say a little bit too, but | 
pl first of all I want to thank you for your visit and | 
17 | your staff here to Old Crow people. | 
8 I also want to thank the hoc le, 
oI from MacPherson who are visiting us here at this time. | 
20 Everybody is now taking turn and talking about whatever 
21 | they want, and I am very happy about it. 
22 | Now, this afternoon I see as 
23 | the people bring their briefs before you, it's mostly 
24 Older people but I heard at MacPherson there are also 
25 | young people that brought briefs before you and I would 
26 | like to see it done here too. I like to hear from the 
27 | young people because most young people are well educated 
361 more than the older people, but it's hard to make them 
29 | talk at times. The older people, we talk, it's not 
30) that we think we know more, but we like to see the es: 
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C. Abel 


people come out and talk their minds too because we 





know that they got more education than us older people. 
But Mr. Berger, there aren't 


many of our northern people now and they have talked 





to you mostly on this pipeline matter and we would like | 
to see more people talk to you on this pipeline matter 
because we all want to talk about the pipeline in the 
same way. But you have many more places to go to, 
also Whitehorse in the Yukon Territory and there, 
there's people there too that will also bring their 
briefs before you so that you will know pretty weil all 
what the people of this northland are thinking about 
their land. 

There have been a lot of talk 
about this pipeline, and you heard a lot ofjealk about 
it too, but as for myself, I would like to see this 


land claim be first settled and then afterwards, the 


pipeline. We talk about our land, our land in which 
we were born and brought up. We love our land, because 
long before us, for many years, our ancestors they have 
been living on this land and made their living on this 
land and that is the reason why we talk so much about 
Our land now-a-days. 

For A long time nowas we natives | 
live on our land, whenever the government want to do | 
anything, any kind of work, any kind of project in our | 
land, they go ahead and do it, even if we say anything, 
it don't matter a bit to them. 

Many years ago at this 


Porcupine, and ran all the way up, right up to Johnson 
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Creek, there have been a lot of people working as | 





trappers and they have made good living,every one of 
them that went out into the bush to make a living. | 
There haven't been much people here in Old Crow all 
this time, and as you see for yourself, there's a lot 
of land in this Yukon Territory, the places that I 


have just mentioned just now, but there was lots of 





room for everybody to work on to make their living out 
of all them good lands. | 
I suppose I was about the sn 
one that worked in that area at the Porcupine River | 
up to Johnson Creek for ten years I worked and made my 
living out of that good land. Many times when I work | 
up in that country, I worked from here and I go, I 
travel with my dog team and it wasn't easy, many times 


I had to walk ahead of my dogs to break trail for them, | 


} 


and until I get up to where the cabin, where my cabin 





was and from there I work with my trap line. 


Laterson, TLysta&id-eworksin 
there but I went up there not with dog team but with 
aeroplane, I had a partner at that time. Now, that 
land where I was telling you about, nobody go in there 
now for many years, it's kind of empty, but we depend 
on that land, because some day there might be nothing 
muchatenhunteconsthisi@rownblat/eitemightotumn out*to be 
no rats and then we will work on that land where I was 
telling you about up the river. 

To live on this land around 
here, it's not always easy to make a life, sometimes 


we find it very hard. Now, we never grow rich on this 
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land but as we grow up and learn to work and make our 





living off the land, we live very happy and that's the 
way I've been ever since I learned to make my living 
off the Land. 

The older people that you see 
here in this room now, we all know this land because we 
have been born in it and raised up in it and we all 


know where to go if we want to make our living off the 





land. This afternoon as I was listening to the brief 
that was brought before you, everyone mentioned that 
they don't want a pipeline. Now this is because they 
know that the pipeline project will bring in many white 
people, and the people there will be some good people | 
and a lot of bad people too, and that is what is their 


worry, that's why they mentioned the pipeline. 


When I was young, I remember 





that the government gave the people $5.00, that's 
treaty money. -Now when you get things for $5.00 it 
wasn't very much. Now since then, the government have 


helped with Family Allowance, and also with old age 


pension, but the way the price of things are now today, 


ment. 

Now, aS you see on the map 
where the proposed pipeline it's going to run, it's 
not too far from here and I know if the pipeline goes 
through where the line is, many people is against at; 
and I agree with them, and it also -- as it show 
where it's going to go over the mountain and to the 


you don't get very much for what we get from the | 
people on Peel River area, it doesn't look too good. 


| 
: 
{ 
| 
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I know the people over there, they live mostly on fish 
and the way it looks, thet the pipeline will spoil a 
lot of their fishing areas in that part of the land. 


As I remember, that the oil 





company showed up around here since 1954, ever since 
then there have been working, especially on these 


seismic lines, and they are destroying a lot of good | 





land that they are travelling on. 

I used to trap up the river | 
during that time and I saw the way they worked. They | 
had their blades down and tore up more of the road | 


wherever they went and where in the spring time, where- 





ver they went, it is more like a creek and in that way | 
they spoiled a lot of good land where we used to trap. 
All the way up this Porcupine River. The oil companies 


have work for seismics, and you can see their lines 


all over the land that they have travelled on. What 





they done in that land where they work with the 
they never once told any of the native people of the 
project that they were going to work on. 

I know that on the other side 
in the Northwest Territory, the seismic people work 


the same way as they did on this in the Yukon. Now, 


bou are beginning to travel around where they never 
migrate before. They migrate in different places 
rather than what they used to in the old days. 

Before then we knew where to 
expect caribou at the time when the caribou is migrat- 


since they have worked in this land of ours, the cari- 
ing. We never seen no caribou all winter. The ice 
| 
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| 
have broken up, only then did the caribou come and | 
that's the reason why we have meat today. | 
Wherever you have been travel-| 
ling, you have heard people talk about land, that's : 
because no matter wherever people are all the way up | 
the Mackenzie Valley, and also over into the Yukon, | 
Whitehorse and all around in that area, people are | 
still living out in these lands and they know where | 
their places are from away back many years, where they | 
can depend on the land for their living. They found 
gold way back in 1898 over in the Yukon, Dawson, 


| 
: 


Now only the white people got the benefit of that gold, | 





no Indian got anything .out of it. Now this happened | 


many years ago. 


This is all I have to say now, | 
\ 
Mr. Berger, but probably tomorrow I may come back and | 
talk some more again. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 





very much, Mr. Abel. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


THE "COMMISSIONER: 9 I think I 
should say that the two ladies here who have the masks, 
are just repeating what everyone says who speaks, and | 
it goes onto a tape and then it can be typed up when 
we get back to Yellowknife, andw@thenr itis an the form 
Orem pOOk,” ain typed’ up, So-unat i can Tread it and@re-— 
read it and have a chance to study what you've said, 
and to make sure I won't forget it. So that's why 


these ladies have these masks on. 
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JOHN MOSES, Sworn: | 


THE INTERPRETER: He didn't | 


mention his name but his name is John Moses. 





THE WITNESS: John Moses. 





THE INTERPRETER: Now he Says, 
I am wry glad, I am very glad that you have come here 
to listen to us, and to listen to what we have 


tovtelinyou. 


So I want to tell you some of 
the things that have happened away back many years ago | 
and I will try and tell you right up-to-date. He ee 
further upeonhthe othervside ofethe CroweFlat along | 
the foot of the mountains, there are places for corrals, 
Now, this is where people used to make their living | 
by this -- by these corrals. At that time, the people | 


had only bow and arrow and they had for axes, stone 





axes. This they did during the time of the caribou 
Migrating, that they stay with the corral and get their 
meat by driving the caribou into the corral and shoot | 


them with a bow and arrow and also they have snares 





on these corrals and that's how that they get their 
caribou and dry the meat and then later on they come 
down to the Crow Flat where there is lots of creeks to 


nuntethei yr fish. 


people used to make their living until later on, and 


| 
It's the way that the old 
then later on people live a little easier because 


they start getting guns, fish nets, steel traps and all 
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a farm or a land that we own, where we can go and imake 


' gay on the pipeline. 


Le Nésear” 


the things that they need to hunt with. Ever since | 
then until today, we still do hunt with the same kind 
of the things that they had then. 


Now, to have all them things 





to hunt with, you will have to have something to hunt, 





and they like the way they make their living by hunting, 
and that's why they have all these things to hunt with 
and they don't want to see the end of the things they | 
have, and the things that they are hunting for. | 
Now, the white people in era 
own land, they have -- a lot of them have their own 


land and that is where they get their money froin is 


a living from. 
Now, today there's a lot of | 
talk about this proposed pipeline coming through this | 
part of our land here near the Crow Flat. The reason | 
why that we don't want the pipeline is that because 
of the land that we know for many years and have lived 
on and the land where we make our living from. We want 
to see the pipeline go some other way and then we 


wouldn't talk that»much; about: it. 
claim to be settled first before we have any more to 


And also we want this land 
Mr. Berger, there are many 


others want to talk and this is all I would like to 


Say to you at this time. 
| 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Mrs. P. Charlie ) 


| 
| 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


very much, Mr. Moses. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) | 
MRS, PETER CHARLIE, Sworn; 


THE INTERPRETER: Mr. Berger, | 
this is Mrs. Peter Charlie, and now although I am an 
Old woman now, I would like to speak to you a little, 
and I hope that you will listen to me, 

I would like to tell 
you about how I was brought up when I was a child. 
She says I am not young. any, more,, J am very old, and 
I remember how the people made their living when I was | 
brought up as a child. The Hudson's Bay were in at : 
that time and later on they left. They left because | 
I don't think they were doing too good at that time, ! 
but when they were in this land when they first started, 


that was the only way that people used to get anything 


| 
| 
| 
that they want. 
This was done even before I 
Was-born.,. ihis,is., told by.my. dad... I, was born 13894. 
| 
There was, as I remember, when I was growing up, that | 


because of no trader in the country here, people didn't 


have a very easy time, but still there were people 





here that made their living out of the land. | 


When they get lots of caribou, 





they used the skin for their clothing. She remembers 


| 
they even make bone needles to make their tents with. 
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Mes. PB. Charlie} 


Now, it went like that for many years until 1904 but 
a person by the name of Katchlow(?) put a trading post | 
here, and at the same time the whalers were down ac 
Herschel Island and they wintered there and people ey, 


here would go down with what fur they catch to buy | 





mostly ammunition. 

Since Katchlow had started a 
trading post at the Rampart, then only then did we see 
more of the white man's stuff. Before then, she 
remembers that the people used to live off the country 
and they travel all over, mostly in the Crow Flats. | 
In those days, the people didn't have traps like they | 
do now. They knit some kind of a net with babish | 
and that is what they catch the rats in. | 

Now, because of this trader 


| 


Mr. Katchlow coming in, brought also trappers and these 

| 
trappers, because of price of fur that they went into | 
the Crow Flats and really hunted out the area. Now, 


the land was not very good to trap on for many years, 





that it's different now. For a long time, they had 
whitefrappers working in the Crow Flat areas, but eee 
on it was through the help of the R.C.M.P. that they 
were able touput a stop tovit, and since ‘that, time no: |, 
white man has trapped in the Old Crow Flat. : 
That white man trader started 


to bring in fish nets and also traps, steel traps. 


the lakes and also into this Crow River, and that is 


Many creeks that run off the mountains that run into 
what brings the fish into our area here now. The fish | 


are mostly from the lakes that run into the Crow River. 
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Mire. Be Charlie | 


And that is what we are living on now. | 
Now, She hear about this pipe~| 
line but she doesn't -- she is not in favour of the 


pipeline. Now these older people, mostly live by cari-| 


bou meat. Now, this winter there was no caribou and 





they were all very hungry. Now, there have been schoois 
now for many years on the Northwest Territory, there was 
schools in Hay River, in the Yukon there were schools | 
around Carcross. | 
Now, it's only a few years | 
now that we have schools here in this part of our | 
country, and we don't like to see everything spoiled | 
just by the pipeline coming into our country. 
Mes tBergew, this Vis "all (what | 
I would like to say to you at this time. 
Thank you. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, | 
Mrs. Charlie. | 
| 
| 
(WITNESS ASIDE) | 
MRS. JOHN CHARLIE, Mera 
THE INTERPRETER: This is Mrs. | 
John Charlie and she says that first of all I would 
like to say a few words to thank you for coming to 
visit us and to listen to us and also she is very happy | 
about the visitors coming from these other places, Like| 


from MacPherson, the Peel River and also in the Yukon 


area, she says I am very happy to see everybody ny 


1 





| eee LL oe ellen apeesaal ah an 


t 
imeqig eit dvods aso ora) wow te ciey Pier yl war A rt 
eid 30. wove ab doa ak ole =~ gmeeob eda tod emit = | ¢ 
=ixso yd evil. yideom ,elqosg teblo seed+ wou ‘PRRTORES - 
| bas vodiuss on esw sxedt wotaiw elds | wor |.teom, sod te 
iLoodoa need evsd etsdt ,woK .yrpaud yrev Ils exew yeds a 
gsw gieit ,ysotixzelT seewdsx0 odd ao ateoy Yas tot won ay 
| aloerioe stew sted goctuY oft mkt .sevih yest ni aloodoe | 8 
| | .Baor01s) bavoxrs e 
| wrsesy wot s yiao e'si . wot . ; G jor 
| two to tisq eins oi sxed eloodoe evad ow t6di2 won | pet 
| bolctogad paidiyteve ese ot exit t'an0ob sw bas ,yasauop | cr 
Yutayos szvo Osnt primos enilegiq eit yd seut lie { 
jacdw Lis af, atds:,tepied «IM | 7 ; ny 
omit eit ts voy oF ySe of eALL blyow I pes 
| | yoy aaedT | bats 
| Woy dad? «HkMoleermmMod aut | . : vr 
. -pifasd. .axh = jer 
| | i VL 
. (SGLZA SexnTrw) ‘ HOS 
| | | | | its 
(i ngwe ,GIIAHSD ABOU .@HM | | pss 
| . aes 
| exit af edt saunmtenermn, gar | nt pes 
| ; bivow 2 Lis so dexit stadt ayse ene bas eiizsdd nadot es 
| ot pitimes sot oy Aneta o¢ ebsow wet s.yse, oF exit vas 


| Wasa yiev eb oie opl® Sas) ev od netell oF bas ey dtetv 
gilt \sevslq xedse g2edd mot? paimoo e1osleiv edz suods 

coaw oft mi Oats bas tevid fee edd ,noexedtosM mort 
ee t oyea ora \R8x6 | 


i 
‘ 


' ; , ’ ’ a o) [ : 
ee es, ao es A Ae os - i a j ii, 
7 | Ve ae ‘| Seman vy eas —_. - 





1342 
Mrs. J. Charlie! 


ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. | 


BURNABY 2, B.C. 











| 

| 

| 

together here which she is very pleased with. | 
Many years ago, she remembers | 

that people have lived all their life, people have made, 
their living in this part of the world, country, and | 
they always had someone as a leader, which we call | 
chiefs today. Now, these leaders would tell what the 


people would do in the way of making their livelihood 





in the country. 

She remembers, she remembers 
at that time they didn't have very much and whenever 
they went out hunting, and when they do kill what they 
want, they don't even lose a drop of blood, that's how | 
much they want to keep everything. And this they don't! 
use it by themselves, no matter how little they get, | 
everything is shared with everybody, to be happy. 
Even how little they get at times, they would share it | 
with everyone, old people, young people, as much as 


they could get out of it. Sometimes they find it very 





hard to make a living and when they do this, they even 
Shared by cutting up the skin into small pieces, and | 
Sharing it with everyone in the camp. 

Tnereausedi sto vie-ta @lot1of 
people around this part, this country, and they ali had 
different places where tky would make their living. 
There was a lot of people all around this Porcupine 
River in different places but she said her Dad always 
made his living in the Crow Flats. When her Dad was 
in the Crow Flats, he didn't have everything to make 
an easy living with, everything that he made a living 


with in that area, he had to make his own. He had to 
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+ make his own fish nets out of willows, more like a 


trap -- he had to build fish traps and through the 








fish traps, that's where he catch fish in this willow | 
4 net, | 
5 Now, he built the same kind | 
6 | of net, he makes the same kind of nets to catch the | 
7 rats with too. When they had a camp in the flats ee 
: 


it was fish that they lived on mostly and they can't Live 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
9 || on one sort of food all the time, like fish, they get 
tired of fish and then they would try and get other | 











10 | 
Hh kind of animals, mostly caribou if they could. Now, | 
Ne: | to have this caribou, they had to go to the mountain | 
nu country and around there when there's no caribou, again| 
14 they would have a hard time to get food, so they would | 
als) set snares for these mountain squirrels, as we call | 
16 | them, with sinew thread, and that's how that changed | 
17 | their diet of food as they go around hunting in their : 
18 land. | 
19 . A lot of times they have very | 
20 hard time to get caribou, so sometimes they have to | 
21 try and get these squirrels, which wasn't too easy to | 
22 get, but whatever they get, they share with everyone. 

23 A lot of -- the way the people make their living in che | 
24 Old days, which I will tell you about, which wasn't | 
25 | easy at times, that they watch for these caribou, nosely 
26, in the fall by these corrals that they had up there, | 
27 | and they keep them in good shape because it was the | 
28) only way that they expect to get food for the coming 

29 | winter. 


30 She can remember how these 








| gp elt toasom sitet pecldidemen aa 
au edd dguordt bas eqex? att blind ot bad ed -- qex3 
| volliw eft? mt dei? doses eff etedw 2’ ted? aqsat et? 
. | et ‘pared (GA) J he re Ue hal, . \oea 
bicd ome edt ttivd ext: (uote “rl 144 ait ete 

| afd tiot.so oF aten to bait omse oft eodsm ed yten to 
 eckpts asolt od ak gotso 8 bed youd nerW .cot dtiw asst 


I 
eyit t+'oso yout bas ylseont mo bevil yeds sends det? esw tL 


} 


soe yout ,delt slit ,smis eft Ils boot to t108 eno no | 


aoido Joo bas yrs bivow yeds neds bas dait to berks 
wou .ALvoo yedt t£ wodiass yiseom .elominos to bai 
vissasom edt oF op ot bad yeds ,soditso sins ever od 
alii wodinso on a'exedt+ wedw extends bawors bas yisavoo 
| bivew yoda o@ boot gop of emit brs 6 eved binow yeds 
| liso sw as velextkupe nissnuem saodt 102 gersne Joe 
|) bephsdo sade wod a'teit bas ,bsexdd wente ritiw mors 
siodt ui vaisaud bavors op yort es boot 20 seth «hed 
| | -basl 
| yrev eved yous eonst to tol A 
| og even ysr? Momitemos oa ,wodtso tog 0+ omit busi 
| Gd yess ood 2' mmaw finidw ,elorsiupa s2ondt top bas yrs 
| Ledoyseve diviw susde yedd ,tep yordt xevedsdw tud ,tep 
edd az paivil xherdd estem elgoeq sit yaw odd -~ toe tol A 
| a'nesw doidw ytuods soy fists {fiw ft dodtiwn, eyed BLo 
yiseem wodkxss seds x02 dosew yards Sect, eomkt te yess. 
sees eu edt yous ands akexion nods. yd 1183 ont ‘atk 
pnimos eft 102 boot top of ctoogxe: yors tsf3 yew ylao 

vallod het wh eee th @ovdeus etirte  wtetaiw 
» eaeds wort -redmemtex mes en) oe 


, i an Wy J 8 _ 7 vA. | we ta PY . WAi , V8 a 





ALLWEST REPORTING L-TD. Mrs. Js Charlie 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 

















1343 
| 
| 
j 
| 
| 


corrals wergbuilt. They were built so that if the 
animal enters into this corral, there would be no way | 


fa the animal to get back out. They had even a hard 


time to get the animal into these corrals. The way 


the people werethat's the only way they could make thei:;: 
grubstake forthe coming winter, so they really try hard | 


and they generally get what they want out of these 


\ 
H 





corrals, good killing on these corrals. The first thing 


they do is that they built kind of a big wooden shack 





and that's where they store the meat so that everybody | 
will have a share of what there is in that storeroom. | 

They even had a leader for 
these corrals, it not only belonged to one family but 
several family, and the leader share enough for each 
family. 

She says I remember which 
happen when I was growing up and lived with my parents 


until later on, that I got married with a person that 





come up from up down the Yukon River, and then I had 


-- I adopted some childrento look after, and this is 
the story that I wanted to tell you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well maybe 
we will just, ma'am, we will just take a little break 
here for 5 or 10 minutes. Would that be all right? 

And we can stretch our legs 
for a minute and then you can tell us the rest of your 


Story. 


a home of my own, I had my own children and also I had 
| 

(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 
| 
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(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 


THE COMMISSIONER: We will 
call the meeting to order again, and Mrs. Charlie, i 
apologize for adjourning in the middle of your state- 


ment, but it was getting quite warm in here and i 


Te 


thought we needed a bit of fresh air. 

Would you carry on in your own 
Way now? 
! 


THE INTERPRETER: She wants to! 


tells us a little story of a very smart man that she 





known, called Charlie Tetlichi. When this old man went | 
out hunting or trapping, he didn't have a dog team, he | 
just had one dog and she -- this dog had a littile | 
kind of a caribou skin sleigh which it pulls along eas 
this old man. | 

So that old man went out 


trapping or hunting, he never went out -= he didn't 





have a sleeping roll or a tent to live in, he just 
built himself an open fire, whether it was winter or 
summer and that's where he went around hunting and 
trapping. And when he went out trapping, he didn't 


have no steel trap, all he done was’ build wooden 


traps which we call dead falls, that's the kind of 
trap that he worked with. 
When this old man went out 


trapping, although he trapped with just only dead falls 





he kill a lot of fur, and this -- when he catch a 


! 
frozen marten, he put the marten under his shirt so it | 
would thaw out. So when he come in the evening to Pad 
| 
| 
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off the mountain with dog team and after they got ready 


in his open camp, well by that time these frozen martens 


that he put under his shirt would be thawed out and 
then he would skin them. He did this way up at the 
head of the Porcupine River. He also had a very smart 
woman, wife. These are his boys, Alfred Tetlichi and 
she was also married to one of them boys, John 
Tetlichi. | 


And we have one here, Peter 





Charlie, but he is really Peter Tetlichi. She remembers 
arter-sne was maxr ied to-John Tetiichi* that there was || 
lots of caribou right on this hill that you see up here 
on Crow Mountain, and she went up and hunted caribou 
and dried the meat before they went up to Johnson 
Creek. - Thee hunted here and there, so that's -- 


after that put up the meat, they hauled the meat down | 





they went up the river. This was after freeze-up that 
they went up the river, from here they went overland 
to where Alfred Tetlichi was, that was at Johnson 
Creek, that's quite a distance from here overland. 
TOM eee eS get up to where Alfred Tetlichi 
was at Johnson Creek. 

So after I get up at Johnson 
Creek, we didn't stay too long and then went and start 
trapping. We had a lot of dry meat for dogs, there 
was lots of rabbits at that time so every time we camp, 
that was the first thing we done was to set rabbit 
snares for dog feed. Sometime it wasn't too easy to go 
out in a long distance like that, but then other times 


we ran into caribou and when we do run into caribou, 
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1| well, that help out.a lot .on the trip and in that way, | 
2 | we were able to go along distance to trap. And a iot 
3 of times too we run into a big bunch of caribou and 
1 whenever we run into a big bunch of caribou,well we 
5 | try and get all we can and sometime we would dry iieat 
6 | and bring back heavy loads. 
7 Now, these Tetlichi brothers 
3 | that were trapping up in Johnson Creek, they all trapped | 
9 | in different directions and sometimes it take them a | 
10 | long time to run over their trap lines. Then in the 
ipa spring, after they are through with their winter 
12t trapping, they move: back down,-here,and over.co the 
13 Growebbats £osbranpy tomhunt.cratsior,fo. crap racs. 
val And after trapping rats, they make boats up in the 
ea Crow River and then come down here for the suiuner 
16 season. 
al Now, I haven't any more and 
| that's where I make my living all my life out of this 
| land and now today I want the same thing for my child- 
ren and the rest of my people, to carry on the way tf 
a} have made my living all my life. These young people 
22 now-days, they are used to a life of what we have in 
3 this land, and so even though they go to school and 
24] get education, they are always willing to coiie back 
25 | and live the same as we did. 
26 | All these years, as I lived 
27 | in this land, almost every year I see the caribou 
23 | migrate in the same way. They go down in the spring, 
29 | up to around the coast line to have their calves, and 
sal then in the month of August, again they migrate up 
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coming from the coast. She says that's the way she's 
seen things that gone by in the past. 


Now, She hear about this pipe-| 


| 





line, proposed pipeline coming through this land. She 
Says that probably it might cause a lot of problem for | 
the people that are living in this land, and now she 

is old and she just don't feel right about what is 
coming into the land. It's a very cold country because 
it gets so cold at times, they see that even the ground | 


cracks, the same as the ice on the river and lakes and 


they crack up because of the cold weather. 





| 
| 


| 
the ground crack at times, even if they put the pipeline 


She says that the way she see 


may 
thing/happen to the pipeline and if the pipeline get 


under the ground, just because this ground crack, ‘aaa 
| 

broken, it will destroy the land. | 
Now, Mr. Berger, this is all 


I have to say. I may come back again tomorrow. | 





THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 


Mrs. Charlie. | 
| 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 


CHIEF ELJAH SMITH, Sworn: | 





THE WITNESS: Mr., Berger, 
ladies and gentlemen. I want to clarify some of the 
positions that the C.Y.I. has been taking. I have 
worked with these people for the last few years, and 


they have been continuously in a mix-up of some project 


a he te 






/ 4 .eaM 
dsim® .3 teido 





e <claeeilokencssatenibanane seavolihad weet gation 


ane ead ak ye shop ites "epala nese 


—— 


ede .bast elds dpuosrit pmimos emtisgtq besegorq: yoatt 
xot maidoxq to Jol s eayso tdpim 3i yLdedouq sens eyse 


a 


| emasitig o> neve seit ose yeds ,eemit 38 .bLod.c@ esep ti 
. bas eodsl a] sevit eds no sob edt es embe odd ,eADsto 
| .tetldsew pfod eid Yo sausved qu xosxo yods 
| go ofa yYsw ons sols eyse ote 

LStente odd tuq yedst Ic neve’ aanie #6 Aosx> bavorp eds 
| 


\ropied aM: 22auTLW BHT 
ort 20 moe yRixslo oF gnew I .nemelsaep bas eotbsl 
oven Jpuiie? neod esti .1.¥.9-end sould anoktteog 
“bas \eusoy Wel Jasl odd to? efqdsq seend d¥iw bexsow 
yos(oxg Batoe to qu~xin ai yLavounanos ‘need eved yous 





>) : ; 
> ’ : a 25 7 ; U ay 
i : 7 a, _ ' _ i ae ’ = Ais & : 7s : 


~oqiq widd tuods eed ete ywou OTe 8 Me Se 


ede wor bas ,basl eide ai pmivil eas tadt elqoog saz 
ai tsdw suods tidpix Lest +'nob sent ede bas blo at 
| sevsosd yxsauo5 bioo yrev 6 2a'3t ‘basil edt otal paimoo | 


— vios19 Havoxe aint sausoed tent ,basorp ro sobaa 
| joe entlegiq edt i bas enileqiq Sift oF noagad\ oaks 
| bast afd youtasb ILiw 34  hedtoud 
| fis at esd} ,xepxed’ .um \ wor 

| - WOxrtomot aiéys Aned gmoo ysm I .yse oF evsed I 
| Woy Anedt sammoTearmoo ant | 

| -otlisd> .aiM 
| . 

| (H0LGA SQGnTIW) » 

| smxowe ,AVEMe HAUIS FAIHS har wang 

| ‘ beara, Oe 








an ot oe we Fr OH 


oS 
ond 


re 
— 


— 
= 








a @ aw tn rr 
Se Be & & fF 


os 
rs 


ALLWEST REPORTING L-TD. 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 

















1348 
Chief E. Smith | 


that is going around disturbing the way of their eee 
Now, I sn going to make this | 
statement very short. When I first started with them, 
they were interfered by the oil companies. We had an 
awful time to get Chretien to put out some of these 


oil companies that were interfering around the Crow 


Flats. Today, they are facing the same problem again 
with the oil companies, which is the gas pipeline. | 
And I think you have heard a great deal of them today, | 
and I myself, the Council for the Yukon Indians, will | 
presenting you a strong brief on their behalf at the | 
Whitehorse meeting. | 


Thank *you''very'*much, ‘sir. 





THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, | 
thank you, sir. Mr. Smith has given evidence before, 


a statement before us before. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 


THE COMMISSIONER: There were 
some questions that Mr. Peter Nukon asked a little 
while ago. Maybe this would be a good time for Arctic 
Gas to answer those questions. 

Now, Mr. Peter Nukon asked 


if Arctic Gas was going to patrol the pipeline to look 


bomber; he asked whether Arctic Gas was going to have 
its own forest fire department, and he asked who was 
going to fight a fire if it started when the pipeline 


i 
for fires; he asked whether Arctic Gas owned a fire : 
| 
| 
broke. I think those are the questions you asked. 
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=) } MR. NUKON: Yes. | 

| 

: | 

4 THE COMMISSIONER: Do you want | 

3 to translate those and then we will ask Arctic Gas to | 

3 answer them? Can you translate those? | 

7 THE INTERPRETER: Yes, I will 

8 try. 

9 THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Carter? 
10 MR. CARTER: Sir, I will have | 
1a) Mr. Rowe answer Mr. Nukon's questions. | 
xO THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. howe? | 
13 | Yes, you had better come forward here and be sworn in 
atl and you can sit at this seat. 
él | 
sl DOUGLAS ROWE, eed 
7 
18 MR. ROWE: In Attempting to | 
19 answer Mr. Nukon's questions, I may change the order | 
20 around a little bit, it would be perhaps more clearly 
eal explained that way. 

9. Mr. Nukon asked if Arctic Gas 
P| will patrol the pipeline to determine fires or other 

24 events which might affect the pipeline. It is indeed 
25 | the intent of Arctic Gas to patrol the pipeline as ofte; 
26 as they deem it necessary, and this is current practice 
7 on most other pipelines which are installed. 

28 The pipeline would be patrolle 
29 by aircraft, and also by people walking on foot. The 


30 idea of the patrol would be to determine any detrimenta 
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effects which might cause damage to the pipeline or if 





there were fires which may have been incurred. ‘the 
only times when the company would propose not to patrol 


the pipeline would be during certain periods where 


| 
| 
| 
there would be environmental Sensitivities, for examp aa 
during the fall staging of the snow geese on the north | 
coast, should the coastal route be employed, the geese | 
are very sensitive to overflights by aircraft and | 
Arctic Gas would not patrol this pipeline while the | 


geese were moulting on the north slope. 





In the event of a break in EDS) 
pipeline, which is very infrequent with the technology | 
which is employed today, but should there be a break 
there would also be a possibility that there would be a 
fire at the same time. When there is a fire like this 
at a pipeline break, usually it doesn't start the | 
Surrounding grounds on fire, because it burns very high! 
up in the air, it doesn't burn on the surface of the | 
ground, but the gas goes up and it burns in the air. 

THE INTERPRETER: Could you 
just explain a little bit on the natural gas and liquid 
gas, could I say that -- 

-- to say that the fire would 


be up in the air? 


MR. ROWE: TO answer Mr. 
Nukon's question about equipment, fire bombers in 
particular but fire fighting equipment in general, 
the company will have fire fighting equipment which 


would work in the particular type of terrain where this 
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| 
: | 
i equiment was stored. | 
eC _ THE INTERPRETER: You have | 
3 this fire equipment stored? | 
| 
4) MR. ROWE: There would be | 
5 different equipment for different regions. | 
6 This equipment would be used | 
7 to fight fires in conjunction with the local forestry | 
8 personnel or whoever else might be involved in fighting 
9 the fires, it would be a cooperative effort. 
10 Not only would the company | 
aL intend to try and contain fires which were caused shoul 
12 a break occur in the line, but also they would be | 
LZ interested in fighting any fires, no matter how they | 
14 were caused, which were in the region of the pipeline. | 
15 In response to the specific | 
16 question about the fire bomber, the aircraft that is | 
Lf used to fight these fires, I doubt very much that aretit 
18 Gas would own such an aircraft but would probably lease) 
ues) one at such times as it was needed. 
20 I think that covers the quest-| 
21 ions, Judge Berger. I could elaborate on the pipeline 
22 breaks a little more if people were interested. 
2)3 THE COMMISSIONER: Well Mr. 
24 Nukon didn't ask about that, in fact he said he didn't 
| want to hear about that, he wanted to know what happene« 
al if it broke and a fire resulted. 
27 | MR. ROWE: M'hmm. 
28 | THE COMMISSIONER: I think you 
have covered that. I should say that I -- Mr. Nukon 
30 said we do not want them to tell us the pipeline won't 
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| break. He went on to say that he wanted to know what | 
would happen if it did. 
3 MR. ROWE: Okay. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 

















5 | Mr. Rowe. | 
6 | (WITNESS ASIDE) | 
aI KENNETH NUKON, Sworn: 
| | 
* | | 
9 THE WITNESS: Excuse me, I | 
10! forgot my name. My name is Kenneth Nukon. | 
| THE INTERPRETER: Now, he says 
“ I don't know you people name very well, but ladies and | 
13] gentlemen, I would like to say a few words at this 
1a] time. 
1s! It's hard for me to speak but | 
iis) as ft am here now, everyone is saying what they want, | 
17 | So I am going to do the same thing, I am golngebortryn |; 
a and say something that I want to Say at this time. | 
19 | And again I want to say, we are all about the same, | 
20 | There's lots of silly Indians and there's lots of silly 
23)) white man. He doesn't live in town too much, he Sie 
oP, Stay out of town. 
23 Now, he stays a little way up 
24 the river, I suppose you have seen his camp just a few 
25 | miles up the river, that's where he stay. 
26 THE COMMISSIONER: We saw it 
277 On Our way here this morning. Chief John Charlie of 
22 | MacPherson pointed it out to us. 
THE INTERPRETER: So he says 


| we have heard of your visit on the matter of 
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| 
1 the pipeline and this has made him come to think. He | 
; heard a lot about pipeline, but he says he never seen | 
3 anything like it so he don't know the meaning of a ! 
4 | pipeline yet. He said he always think that in the | 
i month of July is a very good month, because we are ali | 
5 | gathered here now in the month of July, we find it | 
7 i very warm in here at times so we all go out and stili | 
J find it warm out there and it's not like that all the | 
3 | time. | 
10 | Later on in the year, espec- | 
| ially during the month of November, everything. wouldn't! 
12 be the same as what it is today, it would be different. 
A Because of this many changes in the season of the year, | 
14 at times we find it very hot. He says for myself I | 
i” don't find it easy all the time. At times I find it | 
16 very hard to make a living. | 
"| Now, eee boy, Peter ree 
18 | who spoke a little while ago. When he was growing up, 
1g I didn't find things too easy even at that time. in 
20 those days we were not looked after like what it is 
at today. He says we have to work very hard as natives 
22 of this country to make our living. Now, the white 
2 people have their own country outside and they come 
24 | into our land, they bother us, they work in our land 
25 | and this make it much harder for us to make our living 
a out of our own country. 
27 | The reason why I say this is 
28 | not that because I think too much of myself. Now this 
ao 


I say again it's not for myself but for the sake of my 
| 


20) young children. He sayS we call this pipeline two 
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different ways; one of them English and one in our own 


| 


language. He says no matter how you call it, he said I 


don't like it to be around here. 


{ 
| 
Now I live about 20 miles up 
river here from town, and I see these people that -- 
the fishery people that tag the fish and they tell me 
whereabouts they tag fish, it's up in the Crow Flat -- | 
THE COMMISSIONER: Tag fish? | 
THE INTERPRETER: Tag fish. | 
They mark them -- 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 
THE INTERPRETER: -= with tags|, 
and he says I am catching everyone of them fish up in 
my place. He says he doesn't know exactly whereabout 
they put these tags on them,but then they get into the 
Crow River and come down the river and once they hit 
the river, they go up to my place where I catch them 


ar. 


Now, aS we are here now, the 
weather is good and everything seems to be all right. 
Now we may think that's the way it is all the time but 
very shortly now we know that the cold weather will be 
coming and then we go out and get busy and try and 
store up for what we need during winter, which we find 
it very hard to do at times. It's not always that easy 
to get along in this country. 

Now, if we don't do anything 
and when the-cold weather comes, we will really feel 
the cold, then we would say it's too cold. We don't 


wear shoes like what we wear right now all winter. 
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Even sometimes we put on fur clothes, we freeze some 
peartsser 6urrbody?é 

Mr. Berger, this is all I have 
to say now. I may come back and talk some more tomor- 
row but right now if I talk more, I might @t mad. | 

THE COMMISSONER: Thank you 
very much, Mr. Nukon. 

MR. VEALE: Mr. Berger, we 
have a number of statements to be read. Some people 
are present, should they come up and be sworn and then 
Peter Nukon read their statements for them? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, tell 
Miss Hutchinson where they are and then she will go 


where they are seated and swear them. 


MR. VEALE: We have a state- 





ment from Neil McDonald who can't be with us at this 


time and Peter Nukon will read that into the record. 





THE COMMISSIGNER: Yes, 
certainly. this will be treated as an unsworn sub- 
mission in the same way as the Inquiry treats unsworn 
Submissions that are received from many people. 

So I am anxious to hear it, just as if Mr. McDonald 
were here. 

MR. PETER NUKON: "How the pipeline 
will affect the Old Crow people, and the Old Crow area. 
We all know before the white man came some of the 
people that had caribou fence wait for the caribou to 
come. When the caribou comes they try to get all they 
can and dry their meat during the summer and some of 


the people on the rivers where the fish trapped, fish 


| 
| 
| 
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1 all they can after the people have run short of food. 
2 | They all start travelling south in the winter. 
3 | "There are times when the cari-| 
7 bou is scarce and hae to return or go out to the Crow 
5 | Flas for rats. They are away at the time Shen they 
| used to hunt rats, they go along the shore and tap the | 
| ice as they go along by bone chisels. When there is a | 
1 hollow sound , that is where the rats run away out to | 
9 the lakes. They make a round hoop and they net it and | 
10 | when the rats come out, they pull the rat out and some- 
oh times they get many and sometimes not so many. 
12 | "So when the people are eae 
13 that is their last resort, the Crow Flats. Some years | 
14 ago, there are some assessment workers and they had | 
15 some boys from Old Crow who worked with them and they | 
a did some dynamite work around the lakes while looking | 
"| for oil and a lot of dead fish were found. And when | 
18 | the pipeline goes through north of Old Crow, they will 
19 | be polluting the rivers and the lakes and that will 
sol destroy.the fish and,the..run, of caribou, with.all the 
id noise and that it would make more scarce the caribou. 
vA "Not only, that, with.all. the 
5H people who are going to work on that pipeline 
24 | what will become of the young people. This is 
25 | the main reason why we people of Old Crow do not want 
va the, pipeline to.run. through. our..country.:, 
27 | THE COMMISSIONER: That state- 
2 | ment will be marked as an exhibit and form a part of 
29 | the permanent record of the proceedings of the Inquiry. 
30 | 
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(STATEMENT OF NEIL McDONALD MARKED AS 


BATIp I C=67} 
ALFRED CHARLIE, Sworn: 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

THE INTERPRETER: Judge meee) 
ladies and gentlemen. Before the oil company came in | 
this country to do their -- get ready for oil and doing 
some seismic work, he said the country through the area 


| 
around here wasn't marked that much. He said you | 
have probably flown over that country today and saw soinge 
of that seismic work and a lot of marks through that | 


country. 


| 
Before we find out they were 
doing any damage to our land,he said they come as far ! 
as Crow Flats, that's when the people found out they | 
were doing the damage to the country. He said he also | 
worked three different times, three winters there, he 
had been working for the oil company and he know quite 
a bit of what kind of work they are doing in this 
country. Not only they are scraping the ground up with 
bulldozers, but they are also blowing dynamite in the 
ground. 

He said one time thy started 
writing letters out for complaining about the damage 
that the oil company had done in this country, so they 
finally got some people from Old Crow to stay with thos 
people, “one im each canp from -Old “Crow to%loeok “after 


them, what kind of work they are doing so they could 


report backto the people in Old Crow. 
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And he said some of these CAaMpS , 


he said, after the oil company left the country, 


! 
{ 
‘ 





they left all the empty gas drums all over the 


| 
place, they didn't clean up their camps. Some of those: 
empty drums were open in half, some of them half full | 
of oil or gas like that and spilled around the ground. 


And some of these places, he said, there's a little 


| 
creek running into the lakes and some of the drums ae 
been left close to the lake so the oil was running y | 
into the lake. 

And he said one time he went 
to a meeting and talking about Crow Flat, he said he 
would like to tell you a little story about Crow Flat 
now. One time he said he went to Whitehorse to a meet- 
ing about this Crow Flat, and he said there were a lot 
of people in that meeting from different places. At 
that meeting, the people asked him to -- they wanted 
to hear what the Old Crow people think so they told him 
to make a speech, they want to hear from him. He said 
it was very hard for him because he didn't have the 
education and he never talked in a crowd of people 
like that before and it was very hard for him at that 
time. 

He talked quite a bit about 
Crow Flat. Anyways, he said he mentioned to those 
people, he said before the oil company come to Crow 
Flat, he asked those people, he needs lots of help. 

And he said at that time he told those people that 
if people start to come to Crow Flat to drill for oil 


and dotheir seismic in Crow Flats, they will probably 


: | a ; ir 
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1 mess up the place, and then probably if they strike 





{ 
2 | oil under Crow Flat or something, that everything will | 
3) be messed up, and when everything is finished, they | 
1 are going to leave the mess there and say good-bye | 
5 | to everybody, that's all. Probably they wouldn't even | 
6 | say good-bye to some of the people. | 
7 So he said he mentioned to 
8 those people that time, the people in Old Crow, he | 
9 said that ground you are after up there, it would only | 
10 | fit inside my hand here, the Old Crow people make 
agit their living out of that and he said you people, why 
12 you have to come and beg for some of that ground so 
13 | much? He told those people, some of you are working | 
Pil -- some of you are government people, you make money, 
15 you put money in the bank. And he said people don't | 
16 | do that, they don't put money in the bank but when they 
li? want to make money, they use Crow Flats for a bank, 
18 they go back there to trap and hunt muskrat so they use 
19 it as a bank. 
20 From that time on, he said, 
21 the oil company did stop coming up here, they didn't 
22. go asking for Crow Flats any more or came up here any 
BES) more. And he said that when he saw the Minister of 
24 | Northern Affairs, Chretien, and Chretien asked him 
| why you people in Old Crow don't want nobody to come 
se toscrowFlats, He said the people are after oil, 
= loGring for ead, wanted to find oil. | But Chretien 
28 | told him, he said supposing the oil company finds oil 
25 | under Crow Flat, they are going to give us the royalty 
30 | from that o12 they found. 
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| 
1| Chretien told him that it was : 
2 |l impossible, so he told Chretien that it's very 


impossible for me to give up my ground for the people 








7 who's looking for oil too. 
5 | And now he wants to say some- | 
6 | thing about the land claims. He is thinking very | 
7 strongly about the land claims. He said he is thinking 
5 | about the pipeline and he don't eventhink about the | 
| pipeline. He says he doesn't even like to talk to | 
10 | someone about the pipeline, that's how much he don't 
11 like to see pipeline coming through near Old Crow. 
12 He says he heard lots of good | 
13| things about pipeline from different people ¢rom the 
14 oil companies, and he said we already heard good things | 
1s| about the pipeline and other things but we don't hear | 
16 | no bad things, everything is going to be perfect. But | 
17 | he says there's going to be trucks, there's going to be | 
a4 nulldozers and other vehicles that travel over the land 
. and all these travel by power, oil power and gas power 
a and they will be refueling different places and they 
yh are going to spill a lotaf oil on the ground, nobody's 
sal mentioned that to us. There's vegetation grow over 
2 this again and the animals that roam the land come 
24 across this place and start feeding on this. They will 
25 | pollute! the, wakériwithnitt 
om Perhaps fish will get sick 
| from this too. Suppose we eat fish like that and 
ii people don’t expect to live healthy with that kind 
39 | 
ba Oi LOOd. 
29 | 
30| 
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: 
3} 
4 | He said our main food in Crow 
5| Flat is muskrat too, when we trap muskrat and 
6 | supposing we eat sick muskrat from this polluted water, 
7 and he says rats, they feed from under the lake, their 
‘ food grows under the water and they feed on this. 
9 | Supposing the weeds from underwater grow this and then 
10 | this animal gets sick and the people start eating 
1 them. 
12) He said he is very happy to 
13) have a talk with you here, and you will probably me 
14 here for another day and he said perhaps if he had h 
i5 anything more to say by that time, he probably will 
16 | say a few words again. 
eae THE WITNESS: Thanks very 
18 much. 
19 THE COMMISSION: Thank you, 
20 very much, sir. 
24 
22 | (WITNESS ASIDE) 
| 
23 | 
24 | THE COMMISSIONER: It's about 
25 | il o'clock, and I think it would be the best thing to 
26 | stop now for today, and we will start again tomorrow 
27 | at; 10:00 tclock-. 
23 | Before we aeeurn today, let 
29) me thank you for the map that was discussed -= this 
30 | map, the Loucheux map of the Old Crow country. Miss 
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Li Hutchinson, that should be marked as an Exhibit, and 
Mederay Dart OL Lie permanent record of the proceedings 











3 of the inquiry. You can mark it and leave it up on the 
1 wall until we leave Old Crow. 
5] 
6 || (LOUCHEUX MAP OF OLD CROW COUNTRY 
a MARKED AS EXHIBIT NUMBER C=-68) | 
: 
hy THE COMMISSIONER: And I want | 
ay to thank Chief and members of the council and Chief | 
| Elijah Smith and the others who spoke COday sk ers 
12 | found what each of you had to say interesting, and 
13 | helpful to me. My job is to listen to what you've got | 
14 | to say, and I find that I am learning Seyaee deal from) 
Abs all that you have told me. | 
16 jj So, maybe you would translate | 
Ley, that Mr. Lord. 
18 THE INTERPRETER: Yes. 
19 | THE COMMISSIONER: We have 
20 | been asked to announce that there is going to be a danc 
ql at the community hall tonight and all of us on the 
22 | C.B.C. and the Inquiry are glad to know that, because 
\ 
23 we like going to dances. Some of the people that 
24 travel with me stay up all night dancing, so we'll see 
25 | you at the dance tonight at the community hall and then 
26 | we will come back here to continue the hearings at 
27 | 1 o'clock tomorrow. 
28 | 
ea 8) (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 
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Old Crows i. ‘2s 


JULYe iz, 5975 


(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies and 


gentlemen, I think we will bring our hearing to order 





this afternoon now and I think we have a witness to be 


sworn, Miss Hutchinson. 
MR. VEALE: Judge, this is 


Myra Kay. 
MYRA_KAYE, Sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER: She said 
she had put in a note and now she said it is pretty 
hard for her to say the same thing over just exactly 
what she said before. 

MR. VEALE: She cansay it in 
her own way. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Carry on, 
you just go ahead and tell me. 

THE INTERPRETER: She said 
long ago she wasn't born in this country, she was bon 
born in Alaska down in the Arctic Village down there 
where she was born. As far as she can remember, 
probably back around 1902, a minister named William 
Naduchi(?) was up there as far as she could remember. 
He said if people move up there, that's how come she 


came up to his country. 
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M, Kaye 


Now she said it has been a 


long time since she move away from her own part of 


country, She move in there and she lives up there now 


and probably she belong to this tribe of people now. 


She said she remembers some part of how the people used | 
to make their living in that part of the country where | 
she was born. 

She said the time she was down | 


in that part of country when she was young, she remember 


that people used to make their own tools to kill cari- 


| 
bou, and they make their own tools to kill moose and | 
caribou and sheep like that, and she said they used to | 
make a spoon out of the sheep antler. So they -- the , 
bigger horn they oet from sheep they make a bigger 


spoon out of it like a scoop so they could eat in it. 


And she said the people, she mentioned before they are 


i] 
{ 


making tools now, she tells them about the caribou 


hide, how they use it, they use it for clothing, winter! 


clothing out of caribou hides and such as making babish 





and use it tomake the snowshoes and they use it for 
things like that. | 
And the way they used to kill | 
caribou, the only way they kill caribou is -- they make 
caribou fence and they set -- they make caribou snares | 
out of those caribou hides and they set a lot of snares) 
inside of this caribou fence and when the caribou come | 
near this fence, people used to surround those caribou | 
herds and chase them towards the fence and once they | 


get in the fence, that's how they used to kill their 


meat. There was no gun, Only bow and arrows. | 
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Sep asta M. Kaye | 
BURNABY 2, B.C. | 
1| And she remember her grandfathdr 
2| used to make a living that way, that's how she was 
2) brought up. And the way they used to handle meat when 
il they kill the caribou, inYthe,caribonuy+ fence, they 
5 | used to take it out of the fence and they used to make 
6 | a big place, it was a log they called "tepee" I guess 
7! that's what they call it. They used to make that kind 
3 | of big place and they used to make a rack in there and 
a hang their meat, that's how they used to preserve their! 
19 meat. | 
ny And she said that they have a | 
12 | place on the fence where they could pull the caribou | 
13 | out, people help each other to get the caribou out of | 
14} the fence, some people are resetting their snares ieee 
15 | the fence. Again she is talking about how they chase | 
16 | the caribou into the fence, people used to surround 
we this caribou and they have an open place in one end 
13 | and they try to get the caribou in there. Once they | 
19 got the caribou in there, they chase the caribou in | 
\{ 
20 | and then the rest of the people will go around the | 
211 fence, whatever is caught in the snare, they used to | 
: go there and kill, and two -- they leave two men there | 
>| with a blanket tied to a pole and run back and forth : 
24 | SO the caribou would be scared, they would stay 
35 | inside of the fence so they could go around looking 
a for a place where they could get out and that's how | 
2 they used to get the caribou inside the fence. 
23) She said in them days, that's 
29 | the only way the people used to make their living out 
301 of this land, whatever they get -- if they don't get 
| 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. 
1 caribou they look for ground syuirrel, things like that. 
2 | People never used to stop working, people working all 
3 the time. 
4 | In the summertime they used 
S| to move around too sometime and they used to move 
6 | around the mountain range and the men always goes up 
7| hunting, “chat 's*alDthey dowfor living!j)was hunting: 
| And they carry a spear for fish, they have a special 
9 | spear *forfpish} tihey ‘caxay. that), bf yousdon stekill 
| no game one day, then they go follow the river looking 
7 for fish and spear fish. They all come home with 
oa something. 
3 | She said wherever they go, 
4] if they get a bunch of caribou during the summer, they 
>| dry it; after they prepare it to cache it away, chey 
6 | used to dig in the ground and make cacle underground and) 
7| then keep on moving, look for some other place for 
a| game. -OShe=saidvag'sunotsonily tthe carabouytheyedried, 
9 | they dry anything they get, dry fish or if they get a 
7 big bunch of ground squirrel, they clean it and dry 
| that ESolPeAndl she saidvattertheyedo that in summer, 
>| moving around they go back to their caribou fence. If 
| the caribou fence are need to repair, they go back 
| 
| -~- sometimes they go back during August or month of 
5 | August, and wherever they needed to be repair, they 
é | repair the fence. Some places are broken down, they 
7 repaLrr it. 
3. She too herself, She said she 


| 
9 || used to help to repair those caribou fence. After they 
| 


get through working with the caribou, she said they 
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al settle down for a while. They used to make tepees as 


ho 


they get plenty of food to Stay one place for a while 


1s) 


| 

| 

| 

| they do that, and that's the only time they stop work- 
| 

| 











4 ing for a while. And once they settle down &ter the | 
5 | caribou season is over, they settle down for a while | 
| and the women start working on those caribou hides), | 
7! tanning them, and pretty soon they start making the 
g | winter clothing: iout)of dtxon Once they got all prepared : 
7 for winter, the rest of what they got, they used to go | 
\ 
10, down to the nearest place where they could sell the | 
11] caribou hides, a place like Fort Yukon people used to | 
12! buy these, they use to buy this from each other for i 
Tey winter clothing. | 
ve And it's always the same thing 
15] Over and over every year. One season is over then hey 
16 | Start moving around during winter. : 
7 | MR.UVEALE: tiMrsikayey® did you 
18| used to set snares for rabbits and ptarmigan behind ! 
19) the: Old Crow village? | 
29 JHE: INTERPRETERsimShersard che. 
21, used to snare rabbit and ptarmigans. There's no | 
pk rabbit and ptarmigan disappeared in the country, there | 
| 
s | is nothing to get now, and she is showing this sinew : 
oul out of caribou tundra line, they get the sinew out of i 
25 | it and they make snares, this is what she used to snare 
26 | ptarmigan. | 
27 | She also show skin tanned for | 
28 tanning the skins, scraper. | 
29 | MR . VEALE: Mrs.Kaye, did you 
30 | set snares where the airport is? | 





as ‘eeinreaiieteatsoa het: saedeeacian detent asses | 


atzow gota yedd omit yao ont aged bas ,tsdt ob- yond 
add set’ awob| sissee yard 2000 baa .olkdw 5 10% ea 
olisdw es 20% awob. oitdea yeds .ze¥o: ek sorssa vodts6> 
.aebid godizso eeods fo paidiow Jxste aemow os bas 

9dz poidem tisde yods nooa ytierq bas \meds edingass 

|" bexsqeiq Lis gop yeds goad, «ti toe suo, paiddolo tedniw 
op o¢ bees yeds ,soe yadd dedvto teax odd, ,xataiw 103 
ois ILoe Luo you? orsdw soslq teexsen ana ot moh 


. 
| élidwos 20% eoniq enol yste of: boot 30 ysaela op yods | 
| 
| 
. 


ot baes siqoag moduY trot oALl eonia.s6 ,aeebid vodizso- 


xot usrgo dose moxi eins yud of Seu yodt ye2eds, youd 
-paidicis tesniw 

oni da SMS 2 add eyswls ates btA 
yous aedd seve 8h moasee an » .169y yieve tevo bas 1eve 
tsdniw vaiteh havors paivom drate 

yoy bib .seyeaderm AAV) afIM 
batted aspimistq bas atiddex. tot esisae dea ot beay 
CepsLlLV, word B10 eds 

iefa bisa, oie :ASTAAGASTUT AS 


ot etored? .enspiosig bas tiddss exane of beew 


ee 


| gisedz ytdaiues edt mt berseqqsetb aspimstq bas giddex 
| wentba aide eniworia af ee Bas ,wom Jop of enidgon et 


£ to 320 wonte sft top yods veail sabavd vodigso to suo 
oxic os beew ere wasted ai eid? .eompste) sisa Yedt bas. sé 
| xo? bonnes aide wode coals oe | | £9 @baney 
| pel as jaegex0e..peabte eds painass 
BOY biS ,Syst.erM ?aasgv. Pa oe a) ae 





me © © © 3 2 Nn Oe 


: mm 





~ 


a ee 
ral = im ts 
taal ban hs e 


o 
we 


ee: 
fm “y 
cont te ad 








ALL WEST REPORTING L.-TO. 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 























THE) ENTERPRETER:se She: used.-to 


snare ptarmigan around there, they used to make a 


little fence with willows for ptarmigan and caribou. 


The ptarmigans come around and they used to set snares 


along that, that's how they used to get ptarmigan. 


It has been three years since activities been going on 


around here. She thought that -- ever since that time 


there was no ptarmigan around close to town, rabbit 


too. But like you see other side of the airport there, 


there's a little) bush there, she had a snare there this 


winter, she only caught one ptarmigan and one rabbit 


last winter. 


MR. VEALE: Mrs. Kaye, what do 


you think of the pipeline? 


THE INTERPRETER: She said 


she had told you people about the hard time they had 


way back, how hard they had to work to make their 


living. She told you the story about how the people 


used to make their living and she said she heard about 


pipeline and perhaps the pipeline will bring the hard 


times back to the people in Old Crow. She said it is 


NO GwkoOnily chor cher ibute fom theychaildmen of! CldyCrow, 


will bring the hard times back for the future ahead. 


She said she's feeling very 


sad about this pipeline coming through Old Crow. She 


thinks that she really feeling sorry for the younger 


children who's growing up now. She's not in favour of 


pipeline going through near Old Crow. 


of the, country ; 


She said there is other part 


the country is big and she said while 


| 


vA sei Li. 
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6 and same thing going on over there about pipeline, but 
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| 

| 

| | 

1} that, she said people are always having hard time here, | 

24 but she thinks that the pipeline coming near Old Crow : 

| 

3 | would bring more hard times to the people of Old Crow. | 

i 

4 She said she had visit down | 

5 | in Alaska back to her home, down the Arctic Village | 

| 

| 


7 She said the white people are really helping the native 
a people there and the people there too they don't want | 
Q | it to build near their village, so they -- now she said! 
| that she know that her people had told her that if 
11 | tnheyrgqoingutol build upipeline through there» at's mot | 
12 going to be near their village. And she said people | 
13) down there, they are marking their ground such as they | 
We: know. The fish out of the lake, it was good lake for 
is} fish, they mark it, they go there and they put their 
ied names on it. They put up a post and put their name on 
La?) nee 
1a! She's telling a story about 
La! long time ago again. She said sometime during the 
20 | wintercthe, no moose or the caribou in the country, 
2a the people travel all over, sometime they go along 
22 | some river, a little bit deep water, and sometimes the 
233] fish stop, get in a deep pool and the fish winter | 
13) there under ice, but there is so many fish get into 
255] that pee, that ice start to push up: right in the | 
26 | middle of the river and they know where the ice push 
27 | Vpealike that tisefish under there. That's where the 
23] people start to spear the fish; that's how they get va 
29 | POt of fish too that: way: 
30 | This is not the only way they 
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used to make snare for rabbit or ptarmigan. They have 
other ways to make this kind of snare too. They used 
to dry that cord from moose leg, the cord behind, they 
used to dry that, they used to dry that and after well 


dried, they smash it withwooden hammer and it spreads 


Outs They used to get their snares out of there too. 


She still tell that winters 
there's nothing, they have to make their own tcois;) no 
traps, nothing. They used to make snares to catch the 


ground squirrel and they used to make the sharp out of 


Stone, she didn't explain how they used to make it but 


she said it take a long time to make one. They used 
to Catch the ground squirrel dikeythart 

And she said this is all she 
wanted to say. She's not very strong in her brea- 
thing for talking, so shecan?’t talk)too Long. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well Mrs. 
Kaye, What you have said has been fascinating and I 
appreciate your taking the trouble to come here and 


talk tovme:. 


Mir, Veale, if Mrs. Kaye: anduyou 


wish to enter the snare and the scrapers as exhibits, 
that would suit us very well, but it may be Mrs. Kaye 


eoesr £ wish to do that. L leave that entirely up to 


Mrs. Kaye. 


THE INTERPRETER: She says 
okay Lf. you take it. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I'm sorry? 

THE INTERPRETER: She says 


it's okay if you take it. 
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| THE COMMISSIONER: Oh fine, 





2 well thank you very much, ma'am, and if you decide 
3 later on you need then, you tell us and we will give 
4 them back right away. 
s| THE INTERPRETER: She's askinc 
a a very hard question now. 
a THE COMMISSIONER: Maybe i 
3 | Should have kept my mouth shut. 
g | THE INTERPRETER: She said 
10 I told you how the people used to live around here 
12 long ago, how hard time it was anda now she's asking 
12! yousto tell her about your background, how it startec. 
3 THE COMMISSIONER: That wili 
Lal have to wait until my next Lriputorold orows 
1S | Thank you very much, ma'am, 
oe, THE INTERPRETER: She said 
1); maybe by that time you come back, it will be too late, 
13! maybe she'll be gone. 
19) THE COMMISSIONER: Well -~ 
29 | THE INTERPRETER: Well, this 
a Story that she's telling, she said she hope that a lot 
ae of young people would know about it. 
23 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
ve ma'am. 
25 | 
ve (SNARE MARKED AS EXHIBIT C-69) 
23) (SCRAPER MARKED AS EXHIBIT C=70) 
29 | 
ica (WITNESS ASIDE) 


enya ‘bs ee) a i Y bats ve aie 


Peasant sattl 


ers etnaa » - pMAPARINETAT AWTS WAG Hasione| pits, Sopdet wr, 


FA ee ed 4 antici PORT qxsv 6 

I edyal » sauor22s00109 SHT 
tude. figvom. ym son aved bigowte 
pia ote +AATSA STMT BME! eh ihe ik dagen 


grad Sayors evel ot bees elqosq alt wod soy bLodt 1 | 


onises @’ofe won Sas esw ti emis basd wor ,ops pmol 
bodusde a2 wort, bnvorpaosd woy svods sed Lilet of soy 
Likw ded rAdMOT@eIMMOD SHE os via 
sword BLO 02: qits axon bi fitay tisw o3 ovis 


wis em ode yisv woy Aasdt 9) el, a tea ff 
Sipe eS sARTaAGAaTUT, ant wi ine es | wee? 


egal ooF oc Ehiw +i .Assd emoo voy Satis tert yd -edysm 


Lik igen Oe ann Dene Re If'ede edysm 
| sem, Low 2 aeMOTSaTMMOS HT): cH Ade yee ripe 
; 

gidd yifeWw sAaTaasAaTud. Set | > ho iva 


. 0T 4 seas oc ene bine are seaillos 2‘ earle sedd yueve . 


. stk Juods word, bivew alqosg pauoy 20 
puOY Aasat i sHSMOLSALIMMOD aut . i 1 pal ul # CTS, : 


| | > are. 
| teano” sumed cen | 
Lay oka wrw i | 
| re oro sane o5 onan sat) 
i | us SSR a 
| cars sa ts el ve 
Lie f 7 idle 
Fin eins s eo 





| avian ow basa ties ppimesS) VERO 











AL LWEST (REPORTING LATO: 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 

















a Tes i | 
W. Moses | 


| 
| 
WINSTON MOSES, Sworn} 


THE WITNESS: My name is Win- | 
ston Moses. I was born and raised in Old Crow, and I 
am one of the many that is against this pipeline for a 
few reasons that you hear during my talk, butffirst of 
all, I want to talk about this -- the time when I useé@ 
to work with the Department of Fisheries here in Oid | 


Crow. 


THE WITNESS: This Department | 
of Fisheries that I was working for, they were working | 
for the government and of course they had the other 
fisheries, which they call F.R.B., Fisheries Research 
Board and they are from Winnipeg, and there was other 
people that was working, research work on this proposed 
pipeline route, we are doing research work. 

Now you hear of how important 
these fishes, meat, berries and all these fruits you 
get off the land, well fish is very important to these | 
peopie=tco; | 

Now, when you get this pipeline} 
there's a possible chance that we could have a break, 
or a leak. So sometime you get a leak that you cannot 


see with your eyes, or you cannot see from the air 


when you are travelling with a helicopter or with a 
small aircraft. 

EePMmrohe notvbe@a Varcge*spill | 
like you get in the Great Lakes, you get a big spil1| 


| 
| 
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at one shot, but this spill can do a great damage to 
fishes, whether they be adult fish or just spawning, 


they could be damaged. And there will not only be a 


Spillage of oil, but they have many chemical substance 


which will be accidentally spilled or some time you 


use it, Say maybe for compressor stations where you get 


a little left over and you don't need it and then you 

throw it away, well this also goes into the lakes, 

streams and some of them stay right on the ground. 
Some of these chemical sub- 


stance are poisonous. If they get into the streams, 


they do damage to the fish, water fowl and also to the 


human beings who use that water for their own use. 


It also can do damage to fur bearing animals and bigger 


game like caribou, moose, which is a very important 
FOOD sho, ass Maybe you would think to yourself, how 
would this become, but these animals, like I said, 
caribou, moose, they eat the vegetation. 

Now, here is an example of a 
Ssplillage, well it just scares me. A Survey was con- 
ducted last February in Yellowknife, and the Yellow- 


knife resident, their air contained a great amount of 


arsenic poisoning, so the people were forbidden to use 


water from lakes and from the rivers nearby. This is 
due to carelessness of mines, for what I don't know, 
but it's the mine's fault. Now this would happen 
exactlyithes samenif youihad (this little: leak,from the 
nape ines orc, Lange «bust. 

I myself have few meat at 


home, caribou meat, matter of fact we got net out now 
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and I have whatever I wanted to eat, and I don't want 


to eat anything that's been poisoned, I dont want to 





eat anything that's been dead for some time, something 
that's fresh, that my ancestors have been eating for 
many and many of centuries before me. | 
Now, during the time I was | 
working for the Department of Fisheries, these other | 
bunchyeFeR.B.,othey went and did their little experi- 
mental work down at Bluefish River, and you could find 
that on the map somewhere, probably 25 miles down river, 
During that time when they were going down to make | 
this experiment, they took a helicopter and they had a | 
| 
45 gallon drum that they was going to dump whatever | 
this was in there, into the river and to see what comes. 
of it. And now me and one of the local boys wno was 
also working for them, asked to go along with them just 
CO see what they were going \towdo,(bue they didn't want! 


USBCORGO:: 


So after they 
did this experiment, they never said nothing afterwards 
nobody knew what was inside that barrel and nobody 
knew what was the outcome of it and nobody knew what 


theyawereyup. to, andvas a matter of fact El think’ they 





didn't get permission from the town council to go down | 
and to do this experiment where they didn't even let 
them know that they were coming in to work in this 

area. Like the other fisheries, and the game department) 


and the Renewable Resources who was working here, all 








ox gnew Hao I) ‘hahodton tisha: kami eens ne 


ee ee 


Mor: : aieaeadl ne8d oved sxotesons spelt heeds 
.am sroted Boksusnes ‘to i saad ‘ins “yee 

| Bbw T emiy sxiz ‘onimwsh ,wou - SIN Qe? | Wi aap 4 
~oiso seodt ,estisiett Jo desntheniged ies tot virkdiow 
| sixegxs efs4it Gieds BEB bas Snow yond uet.% ydonud 
| ni blves voy bis .zovit deitovTa ts ‘AWob /Atow Isgaom 
seve nwoh gefLin ¢f yidedorrg .oveiwemoe qam eft no deiz 
sism oF awob paiop stew yards nedw sais seit paix 
Les beni yodts Ons tetqooiieds xaos yors ,snsmizedqxe eidd 
teveisniw qnuvb oF paiop esw yods Feds me tb aolisp 2b 
‘@ono> debates 992 ot Bas revix sd¢ otak \e1dgdd ai asw eid? 
aaw ‘osiw eyod Lsool sdt to ano bras om won baA |.,.3i020 
gest med? dtiw prols op ot bodes ment tot paidiow oefs 
jnsaw s*apid yeds tud job ot paiop srow yo seth ese oF 


yeds tstis oe | | ews 
ehinwiosts pittdton ‘bisa teven ysis Wrlenewepevdads Bib 
ybodon bas istisd ssdj3 ebient esw dedw wend ybodon 
sethw wortl’ybodod ‘bhe si Bolbtioodvs sid eewigiedu word 
| “yede anthay TD g08% 20 XedJem (6 es baw \os qi@Sx9w yard 
| ao Op Od Livmioo Wor od mox ‘notaetaneq 39p 3" mbit 
gol neve s'abib yeds stedw Jaomixeque eins ob oF bas 
| eis nt sow 08 ai padmos exow/YSud Jefid wom mars 
Cn ee sate. ons seta -BOI6 


| 
| 


oars ‘I bas ‘comet oie dinate t | | 


ees 











Le ro o9) a o/ 
| iad os te he - 


bn 
"> 





A 


W. Moses 1375 


LLWEST REPORTING L-TD. 














BURNABY 2, B.C. 


let us know what they were doing and what they were 


going to do, except for these people, and I wonder why, 


and they were working for Gas Arctic and maybe one of 
the Gas Arctic, if there's any of them here, can tell 
us -- I am listening. 

Now, ‘atinttle bxrt scomithe 
archaeological side of this, it is very important to 
our people, not only to the Northern Yukon Indians, 
but the rest of the Indians on the proposed pipeline 
route and also to the Indian people along the coast 
and down the Mackenzie. Now the archaeologists have 
found a trace of our ancestors which records as far 
back as 30,000 years, and that's right out in the Crow 


Flats and the surrounding areas. It's not only in the 


Crow Flats but it's also the Indian people on the coast 


here. 

These traces are found at old 
gravesites, old villages, camps and where a trained 
archaeologist figure there was a camp there before. 
Also, a trained archaeologist can tell you aldrthe 
information and the ages of our ancestors by these 
grounds, old gravesites, villages. Thence. amwloty of 
unknown sites along this proposed pipeline route and 
if you push the pipeline through you will destroy all 
these things, and you would not know, and we would not 
know, what happened years back. 


Now, I have ‘aylittle picture 


here to produce to you if you care to see, just sto back 


up my little say. 


| 
| 
| 
: 


THE COMMISSIONER: I would S 
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to see it. 


Lt "Sh au pacturen of. auscraper 


made from a caribou thighbone found in Old Crow Flats, 


dated; 30,000 yearsiago,, it as,the- oldest.direct. evidence 


of man in the New World. I would like to keep that, 


if I might, and that will be marked as an exhibit. 


(PICTURE OF SCRAPER MADE FROM A CARIBOU 
THIGHBONE FOUND IN OLD CROW FLATS DATED 


30,000 YEARS AGO MARKED AS EXHIBIT C-71) 


LHE wWwkTNESSs Maybe we 
didn't invent the wheel, but you would be amazed at 
what our ancestors used years ago to make their cloth-~ 
ing, their shelter with these tools they got by. 

I am really sticky on environment protection if this 


pipeline ever do go across, and I think laws should 


be more enforced and extra rules and regulations shoul 


be added onto this environment protection service. 
Now, you have heard from the 
other people how important it is, this Crow Flat, to 
all animals, and I am pretty sure the caribou could be 
more seriously affected because of this pipeline. And 
thea migrations route tof. thiseraribou is very important 


to the people here in Old Crow, down at Alaska, Fort 


MacPherson and where people depend on this. 


Now, in the recent years since 


the seismic crew came up here, and before that, we 
right here in Old Crow knows where the caribou is 


coming out and what time. Now you go to these routes 
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that used to be and the times that used to be, you go 
there and you don't sé. any. They are scattered all : 
Over the place, and I givevyou uy example of Tone atin | 
month ‘of March’ of V747f «I wee over itsort MacPherson. | 
They have a highway built going there, anc xhe peqie 


there told me: that: “the vcaribou migrate  througii 






where they are working. Now because of that little 
activity, the people from Fort MacPherson have to go 
three, four days of travel in order to get some fresh 
meal, CO.cal. 

And tke caribou that used to 
stay nearby Fort MacPherson is now you find way up in 
the hillsides and the monntain sides in Aklavik, Which 
the people says used to be in Fort MacPherson. It's 
albYyice-=versa nowoyustvbecausehofethatulittléeiactivity | 
they got near Fort MacPherson. : 

And now 1f you keep this pipe~. 
line out, we will have our regular migration route and 


at the same time, we will have somethingjto eat... And 


also again fuel spills again. Fuel spills, spillage 
of fuel, it's going to Havena greatidestructien: of 
water birds in their habitat. 
THEGGOMMISSZONERs, Excusesme, | 
you said fuel spills, Mr. Moses? | 
THE WITNESS:: Yes, fuel spills; 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, right. 
THES WITNESS290 It widl havexa 


great destruction on water birds in their habitat, also 


muskrats and beavers because of the spill. 
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11 TR conclusi ons it youstare 


BS 


all this away from us, we will. have nothing, and ifyveu | 


| 
| keep that pipeline out, then we got something that we 


Go 





4 can still say is ours. Now you talk about j0bs for 
5 | the young people and for all other people but this yok 
6 | will last only until when the contracting is over and | 
Vai only the people that's been trained to run particular 
8 | things will stay on. Where is that going to leave us? 
J 
9 : 
| | 
11 Diet eee alee 
12! to say, but if youwant to ask some questions, try 
i 
134) to use simple words I could understand. 
we MR. VEALE: Winston, you 
ee have, told the judge, about the birds and the fish and 
ig | the animals and what might happen to them. What if a 
7 camp of 800 men were put near Old Crow, what would 
1a happen then? 
19, THE WITNESS: I didn't quite | 
29,| hear you? 
21 MR. VEALE: “lawalieisay vit 
52 | again Winston, if they build the pipeline near Old 
ni Crow, they would have a large camp of men, 800 men near) 
24 | Old Crow. What would happen then? : 
254 THE WITNESS: Well if you have | 
26 | 800 men near Old Crow, I think they should be just | 
27 where they should be staying instead of wandering around 
23 all over town, because you can't judge a book by its | 
25 | covers. Because you never know what evil lurk in the | 
30 | heart of men. ..O0ut ‘of that 800 . they are not.-- I..bet | 
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you can't find a dozen of honest men, I am pretty sure 
they are going to do some damageto Old Crow. Not only 
the men that work in the pipeline, but the pipeline 
itself is going to have an effect on the land, the 
animals and they are going to destroy people too. 

MR. VEALE: Winston, what do 
you mean when om say that they will destroy people? 

THE WITNESS: Well, an example: 
is the little town just on the other side’ of this neunee 
ain called Inuvik. I was over in Inuvik even before 
it was even put up. It was called East Three in 1959 
when they were just starting to put up buildingframes, 
now- To"s"“cadded Inuvik.»" You ‘get ‘all® kifids" ef people 
from down south, and the people before -- the people 
that pert or the country over there, doés not: like the 
people they wed to be. Now that Since they got these 
people from down south, well they talked not only the 
big people, but also the small people too. They see 
do things that you are not supposed to do and they 
and they copy you. 

Well when I said destroy, I 


mean they bring in booze. Well sure, I could go down 


and? Get Jatlat the Local Jaiquor store) \(but then they 
get a little bit money hungry and they push bootleg whisky 
and you have to buy double the price, and it's not only} 
that, they like to takeadvantage of the girls and the 
girls figure they are going to go abe partying, ard 

all this and then pretty soon their lives are wrecked: 
Not only booze do this, bu ereve se trumber "Or "canes, 


and I don't think they are hidden, that's on drugs too 
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BURNABY 2, BEC. Mrs. E. Kassie | 
1} that sxeoming iin. « Pretty soon things get worse to worse, 
2 | they are going to have organized crime. | 
3 | Well I wants to thank Judge | 

i | 
4 | Berger here for coming up and listening to our little | 
5 say. 

6 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
7 very much, Mr. Moses. 

| 
4 
9 | (WITNESS ASIDE) 

1 ik, COMMISSIONER: “= thank | 
12)| maybe we will stop for a few minutes and then hear the | 
| | 
v3 next witness, we will just stop for a few minutes. | 
14) 
isi (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 
L6| 
peg at (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
18 
19} Bie COMMISSIONER: “Ally raght, | 
| 
20 | we will call our meeting to order this afternoon and : 
| 
21 | <x | 
al THE INTERPRETER: Judge | 
i Berger ,.ithis»is Mrs. Elizah Kassie, and she says I | 
24 | haven't got very much to say but I just want to say a | 
25 | few words to you. | 
26 | : 
re MRS. ELIZAH KASSIE, Sworn § 

i| i 

29! | 
29 | THE sINTERPRETER::. She isays I | 
30 | haven't got very much to say but I just want to let you | 
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| 
know some of the old time stories that I remember my | 
father said about the way the people lived in this part 
ofthe *world. | 

I have seen many changes in | 
my*Pite on’thrs land s°?*When "I “first came’ héfe f*even 
the land was different, and the willows on the river 
banks, a lot of places there was no willows at that 
time butnow today I see there are a lot of willows 
grown and™ so I"seen quite a bit ofthe” changes’on this 
Land. 

The river change in many 
places during her life, ‘as she stayed in this land : 
for a long time, she seen many changes in the rivers 
angealso lots of growth of”qrass; she -norice alf “that 
happen in her life. 

She says my father he used 
to say, well there's not much animal that a person 
courd’ get at“the=time-of“his-life*;sbuthne Saéys"that 
whatever Tittle dnimals+that &@ person *gers hess got | 
something that is from the land. Lots of times in my 
days I seen when people had hard time, sometimes no | 
food and many times I've seen that the dogs that, | 
which they used very much in those days disappear on 
aceount Of no Tood; they” starve and So™when they qo 


around Searching for’ food, they have’ to’ pull their “own 





belongings, that's how that they go around, move 
around. | 


And when they move around 
searching for food, the men go out and the woman they 


move camp while the men are out hunting. Now, in the 
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| 
| 
evening when the men come back and when it's no luck, | 
when they don't kill anything that day, they feel cue 
very sad. | 

She says this story that I'm : 
telling you, it's a very old story. Now the stories | 
that you have heard here in the Inquiry,aome of them axe 
not as|oldsas»the stories that I'm telling, you now | 
because these are the stories that she heard from her 
father when they had no food in those early days, it 
Was really a very hard time. 

She says especially when 
people had to go out in the cold weather, hunt for food 
and the womans behind always wonder what kind of news 
they would receive from their men that are out hunting, | 
endawhen,ythey,come backaand;,findyno+tfoeods.it' sia really. 
a sad story for the people at the time. Sometimes 
when they go out hunting, they get in luck, they kill 
something and then the womans, they would expect them, 
the time of the evening, the evening of the day when 
they are coming back and when they hear that they have 


killed some animals, for food, everybody is very happy. 


So this is. the story of her 
dad and she remembers them stories, so at the early 


days when her dad grew up, she said that there was not 





very much’ around this part ofethe world. ;«Therelselots 
of places there was not even no willows and not much 


timber, but -- and then people have very hard time to 


get anything to eat because it was so bare, nothing 


-- no timber or no willows, no nothing and therefore 





there was no animals too. 
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bow and arrows, then everybody is happy because they 


1s ORS 
Mrs. E. Kassie 


She remembers very well when 
the. people susedstonkaldicaribouy,by» these corralsior | 
fence that they used to make at that time, but sometime, 
people had hard time to drive these animals into these | 
corrals, that when they do, it's really exciting to see | 
all these animals go into this fence because that's | 
the only way that -- that was the only way that they | 
used to get the animals. When this happen, when the 


animal gets into the fence, well they set a iot of 


Snares through these fence and also shoot them with : 


Gets Lots .of food. 
When a man has got a fence, 


then everybody is happy because they get lots of food. 





tMhigscorral, or fence that they buzlt to icatch the 
caribou in, it's only good when the caribou is migrat- 
ing, -likesinsthe fall ox .pxrobably inwkhevspringstoo, 
thats. the sonly stime sits rooodi, itjsworksoieand iia 
between that, when the caribou pass, well the fence 
and the corral are no more good and therefore when the 
cold weather come, they have to try and follow the 
caribou, go where they could get meat. 

In, the «winter they try and 
follow the caribou around and look for the animal and 


then when the warm weather come and Spring break-up, 


| 

: 
well then they go to places where they know they could | 
hunt fish and put up fish, for the coming winter. | 
She says too they didn't have nets like we do today, | 
they generally fish by fish traps. They put in traps | 
| 


where they would get the fish and there was always 
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somebody watching the trap and once they see that the 


trap gets filled up with fish, then they would close 


the door on this trap so no fish would get out, and tha 


is way they used to catch their fish. 

There's not only just one 
family would live on this fish trap, there is several 
families would live on one fish trap and when there's 
a good run of fish, they catch gavylotjef fish sand they, 


would divide this fish just the same as they would 


divide theycaribou that they get:in the eorralss) slater 


on, there was no white people around this part of the 
world and so any time, this is after they learn about 
the white man coming in, that they would get 
their supply mostly from the whalers at Herschel 
Island. 

During summer they hunt fish 
and then inthe fall, this is year after year, they go 
on for years and years. During summer they have fish 


and then in the fall when they start the 


migrate of the caribou, well they go up to the foothill 


they generally have these corrals up in the foothills, 
and’ that's) where they would go to hunt their meat. 

A let of times they have to;wAaiteer long time, before 
they oo spot the caribou coming, but in the mean- 
time they have got to have something to eat and So 
they used to go out and hunt squirrels, that's what 
they live on when they couldn't see no caribou. And 
sometimes they would get fish around the mountdn, 
greyling mostly. Once they spot the caribou coming, 


well everything is good then. 


| 


| 
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| MR. (VEALE? | Mus Jo Rassiey what || 
2 do you think about the pipeline? | 
3 THE INTERPRETER: She says : 
7 when she hear about the pipeline, it make her fright- | 
5 | ened, just the same as it would frighten the animal | 
i! 
6 i that Sis@am the land, so she don't feel very happy about, 
7; acy : 
g | She says when she see white | 
| people trying to help the native people, it makes her | 
10 | very, very happy. She says when I was a kid, she used | 
11| to remember that her father had a good spot on the 
12 Crow Flat where there was"itwo big lakes and the caxi= 
13 bou migrate through that spot where her father used to | 
va | bei.re Big, lakes | 
1S THE COMMISSIONER: We had 
16 | better! get) back to translating here. | 
1? ' THE INTERPRETER: She said she 
18 | used to remember that when the caribou migrate between | 
19 | these two big lakes, that the caribou cross between eyese 
20 | two big lakes and that's where she remember that her | 
| 
i fathem used, to kill the ee re a spear, that's | 
43 how that her father would get his animal. | 
23 | Myrtather had -asbrother my | 
ait 4 father had a brother and there was another woman there | 
25 | at they time and she “say we all work hard to get the 
26 | caribou together. She says I always tell old time 
27 | stories, she says that's why I have to tell you all | 
2g | these old time stories. This is what I've seen done 


59 jl Many years ago, that her father kill many of these 


Be animals, both -- I thought I would let you know. 
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| 
1| She says her father's name 
| 


bo 


was Charlie Netro. 


3 | | This is all she had to tell 
| you, Judge. 
| 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 





Gg Mrs. Kassie. 
7s | 
7 (WITNESS ASIDE) | 
| ! 
"| | 
sel JOE NETRO, Sworn: | 
1 | 
12 | THE INTERPRETER: Judge Berger 
13 | L.amavery happys to: bevhere toytalki with yousemdoe | 
14} Netro. I am very happy for your visit here, Judge | 
15 | Berger, because you come here to help us people here, | 
16 | you and the staff that you have with you, you are een 
i 3 andotemior,usihere snd dywarite tosthankugou veryi much for’ 
| it. | 
19 | He would like to say that by 
20 | meeting one another, that all what we are doing for | 
21 | one, another ,qaatewill: really come out: to show: that we | 
i 
22 | are trying to help one another. . There's much talk 
23 about this pipeline, proposed pipeline coming through | 
24 the land in which we have been living for many years. 
255 We know that it's good for the people outside, but | 
26 | still I don't feel very happy to see it go through our 
27 | land here in the north. | 
28 | He said the reason why he 
25 | doesn't like this pipeline to come through the land in | 
39 | which the people are living here, especially on the old 
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Crow, is that there are many lakes which is good to the | 


peopleY* There are many Yrivers’‘where the fish run, it''s! 


' 


good for the people, and this is what is worrying hin, | 
it's going to stop, it may ruin the lake on which the 


fish are, and also they will ruin the river on which the 
| 
fish travel. | 


Now, that’ S*about ‘al “chat I 


WOUnd “Like Lo Say “On that Marcter. I “would: Tike, to bring 
| 
up"“another "subject at’ this time. "Now, “he! said I ! 


remember back 1904 very well. Now at that time, the 
| 

people didn't have a very easy time to make their Morne 
: t 


out of the land. Nay, in those days, the people lived | 
| 
different to what they are living now. He remember | 


a lot of time when people went out to hunt or to trap, 
Chey didn" t*have iio camping outfit, no tent and stove. 
They went out and had this open fire, as we call it, 
Open camp, that's the way the people used to live at 
that time. 

He said since 1904, he 


| 
| 


didn't have an easy time, but he says I can't tell you | 
| 


remember all his life, there were many times that they 


all about it right now. Old Crow established here 


since ota. “he frrst? buviding that was bid Ft ‘i's down= 
cow here 2S stall wp, P92 “in l920, “he went’ down 6 | 
Fort Yukon and that is where that he met his wife. | 
From there, he went up a river which was called the | 
Black River, he went up there mostly to trap. That 

Winter when he went up to Black River, he trapped and 
he caught 150 marten. In the spring, when he made his 


beaver hunt, he got 70 beaver too. With that money 


— -. A cy 


sere. 
stent 


ad y 


he od - 
| | | 

| 
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| he got that winter, he bought an outfit and started a 
2| store here in Old Crow. And then from here, I went up 
3 the Porcupine by -- way ahead of Porcupine to trap. 
4 There's a place called Johnson Creek which will be 
5 Shown on the map there, Johnson Creek up the Porcupine, 
6 | that's where he got,as far as the Johnson Creek. 
7 From there he went up the 
id river and came to a place where it's called the White- 
9 stone. He also made a little outpost, trading outpost 
10 | there, where he trapped from, up the Miner River, 
3 that's where he trapped. Charlie Abel was with him 
12) then. To go over to the head of greyling, he left 
13 | that place up in that area because he had a very bad 
14 | luck with his family, so in that way he had to move 
iets, beck away from there. 
16 | So after he came back, he 
7| opened up store here again in Old Crow. He had the store for 
| a number of years, he said he had a stroke which made 
a him -- well he had a stroke and then he said he sold 
20 out to the Co-op, who are runniyg the store now. They 
211 are happy that other traders that have worked in this 
29 area, but he said after they make, after they make 
a their money, they go out and then they don't show up 
a again, but he says with him, he says the reason why he 
25 | sold out to this Co-op, he was thinking ahead for their 
261 children. He said if I sold out to the Co-op, it will 
ba be doing good to the community for them now and also 
28 | for their children. 








Now, he says, I'm 77 years 


30 | old. He says I don't think I can start another trading 


‘| peer 
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Mee ae P. Charlie 

1 post again. | 

2 | Judge Berger, this is ail I : 

3 have to say now, and I want to say thank you again for | 

4| YOULEVISitt | 

5 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, | 

el SOEe 

7} THE WITNESS: » Thank you. 

3. | 

| | 

9 | (WITNESS ASIDE) 

19 | 
11| PETER CHARLIE, Sworn: 

L2 

ai THE INTERPRETER:: Judge Hepeee 
14) I just want to tell you some of the old time story | 
pe | again. I want to tell you about how my father raised 
16° me up. In the early days, sometimes when there's no 

1 andmalatotget/udtoneallyymakedithaihardetefererHe seen 
18 | that many times in his days when they can't get nothing 
19 | to eat sometime for a long time and still they had to | 
20 | work hard and it really make life miserable, | 
21! sometime they are moving along| 
22 | they hear the hunters shoot.» Everybody feels happy i 

i 

23] because that shooting they hear means that they would | 
Mb have something to eat in the evening. When they used | 
25. EO? Go, outs hunting forvai longaperiodtofttimeys 1£ | 
26 | there's no sign of animal and when someone see any sign'| 
27! of the animal or caribou, I should say, well they would | 
28 | all gather back at the camping place and they would | 
26) have meetingabout it, someone would tell the others haw 
2 | they should go about hunting that animal sign that was 


j 
| 
| 
1 | 
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seen a day earlier. And then they would go out altogether 
and sometimes they make a kill, and again they would ali 
come back in about Sharing with everyone in the Camp,» 
and this is something that they always did. They Son's 
want to overlook any person that is unable to get any- 
thing for themselves. 

Sometimes when people had 
hard time, he said they are trying to move camp, the 
dogs that they used get so weak sometimes, the dogs 
would give up on them, and lots of time they don't feel| 
very happy about it. At the same time they would pull | 
the dogs along. He said he was raised up up in Lapeer (1) 
House, he said he remembers there were three houses. | 
That was after the Hudson Bay have moved out of there, 
he said for windows he said he remembers they used 
caribou skin. In those early days when the company, 
that was the Hudson's Bay, had their store there, it wag 
mostly to buy meat, that's what -- that is the reason 
why they had the store there, and when they had to buy 


grease so that they would use it for lamps. 


He says the people used to 


| 
| 
travel backiand;forth once in.a while, and like in the | 
fall after freeze-up, the caribou would migrate up | 

| 
around Driftwood River, and they crossed the river 

| 


there, and when the caribou doesthat, that means that | 
there's going to be caribou amongst the timber country. | 
And when they hear that, it makes the people very | 
happy that the caribou have migrated into the timber 


country. 


Now, this migration that I'm : 
H 
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telling you about, happened many, many years ago. Now 
he says today, the caribou still migrate the same way. 
Every fall, my children go up the river and they get | 


the meat from where these caribou migrate. Now today 





inearvabour the ipipelane that ws going “through, "it's 
going to spoil all these routes where the caribou | 
Migrate. He says it really makes me sad to hear about 
the pipeline. 

He said longtime ago they | 
used to be a lot of rabbits and ptarmigans which they 
dq@ended on very much. He says even that is not too 
much today, not much rabbits nor ptarmigans. The 
white man live mostly on the things that they grow in | 
their) garden, but wth the Indians it's not like that. | 
The native have to go out andtry and get what they need 
out of the land they have been brought up. When a : 
native doesn't get what he loves to eat, he don't feel 
very happy. 

He says the fish here are not | 

plentiful, he said they just run at times, and | 


\ 


several times it's hard to get what a person would like 





LO "Get On yrisnung: 
This is all I have to say now. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


Very much, (Mr, (Chante. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


5 See 
7 


. 
a 
7 
—— 
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| 
BURNABY 2, B.C. | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
ih SARAH ABLE, Sworn: | 
2| | 
é | 
3 | | THE INTERPRETER: Mr. Berger, : 
4 | first of all before I say anything, I would like to | 
il } 
| 
5 | teld.voujhow, thankful» 1.am,.or we are, wlorpyourpwvisat, | 
6 not only to here but to many other places that you have'| 
74 been and you are going to be, and I once again I want | 
3) to thank you very much for your visit to the people of | 
o| Old Crow and to listen and to hear what we have to Say <i 
; | 
104 YGneknows ay lotworethese ola 
11d time stories by now by the old people telling you, and | 
| 
194 I also live in this part of this land all my life but 
134 I won't tell you too much of the old time stories but | 
rad mostly the way I grew up and also the way I've lived | 


a in,ehisapart ofethe world), on -country;) land. 


Le Now, when I was just young, 


Ls I became an orphan and a person by the name of Peter 
| n 
18 | 


Moses raised me up. He was a good man. He went out ! 
hunting all the time and whatever he got on his hunting 
20 | trips, he always share with everyone, @pecially the 
poor people that can't get their -- they can't go out 
| to hunt. I was raised at Rampart House in Alaska, 
andsit.is only.a day txrip;,,probably.aday.trip.from 
| here. 


Now, the Yukon is not very 


26 big, as I mentioned Rampart down here which is just a 
224 day trip, that's where the boundary is. And you go up 
29 | the river and the mountains that you see in between 

| : 
30 | between the Northwest and the Yukon, so in that way we 


29 | here and MacPherson, there is the boundary line again 
| 
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Neve 2; (Bac. 


see thaty thas slanduds not, toowbig. 

Now, She says I have told you 
about how big the Yukon Territory is, it's not a very 
big land and like we have the Crow Flats here which is 
a very important part of this Yukon land for everyone. | 
It's a good place, it's a real good place for everybody 
herepespecialily iny Old Crow. 

Now, we hear about this pipe- 
line) coming: through this land in which we live. She 
says every time what the government want to do in our 
jand, he does it. And we know that the government is 
into this, project, so we beliéve that it's going to go 
through whether we like it or not, but while it's not 
up, yet, we want to say our little part how we feel, 
and that is the reason why we are talking with you 
EOdayAwe lipthey want to put in the pipeline, swe, can't | 
stop it, but we like to see that they change the 
route of the pipeline, put it some other place where 


there's nobody, that make a livelihood out of this 


land, put it some other places, not where people are 
making their living from. | 

Now there is not too many people in Old Crow | 
that are the adults,but there are many young people, : 
there is more young people than the grown-ups, and in | 
that way we know that in few years' time there is going | 
bOgbe avlotyuotapeople, and that as themreasonswhy its 
for our young people that we are talking with you at 
this time. 


Now this talk of the pipe- 


| 
| 
line has been going on for quite a while now, at least | 
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1| two years around here. We, the people, have lived in 

aI this part of land for many years. Now, it's not too 

a easy for the younger people to live the way that the | 
a Older "people have’ survived in this part “Of the land; | 
5 In the older days, they went out and at least got some 
6 | Ching Tike Caribou Or ’ptarinigan @r°rabbitss because 

74 tey knew how to get it, but today the younger people, 

7 they wouldn"t be able to-survive so easily as the older, 
7 people did in years past. | 
10 | Because wertallyrso much *oL | 

4 

11s the pipeline now-a-days, and because we say we don't | 
L2 want the pipetine through}™ene* thing “Iv don terrke "to | 
i3 | see it happen that we make bad friends on account of | 
id} the pipeline. | 
oe Now Judge Berger, the other | 
cet day when you first came here, you said that you want 

Ly to hear the people and to know what they have in mind 
18 to talk about. She heard that and she has been think- 
LY ing about it and that is the reason why that today she : 
29, is talking to you, and when we come to the table here, | 
211 we take a hold of the Bible and we believe that we mtee! 
22 | tell whatever is right after we make, after we get | 
23 | sworn in. | 
24, Now, the reason why the people| 
25 | don't want the pipeline which they have been thinking ) 
26 | about, is not because it's our land and when she says | 
27 | our land, it really means mostly the native land. Now, | 


| 
| 
£0 tl the white people are going to come into it, and by | 
29 | many white peoples coming into the native land, there | 


30 | are going to be lots of problems,* lots” of trouble”and 
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| 
if especially with the young people. And this is what | 
2 | the older people are worrying about now, and that is 
| why they are talking with you. I'm worried about how | 
| this place pis! going TO be.’ It'sunot a very big place, | 
5 | and then if it get overcrowded with people, and this eI 
=| what is going to bring a lot of problems, and because 
ae ofagetting» toommanyi people) intoray small place, ato will 
3 | make trouble for the people, and this is what is 
9 | worrying me. 
10! We don't want to be -- we want 
Lh to be friendly with everybody, not to make bad friends. 
es Now, Judge Berger this is | 
131 about all that I would like to say. I would like to | 
14 | Say more but this is whati== thasiadsiabout ald) thatid 
15! would like to say because whatever I have said now, 
a I know will help you and the people that I have talked 
yy £ox..: y.Andrhe neasin our little town, we have a nurs- 
is ing station, the schools and a minister, a church and 
a4 many Other, people that is»shelpingsus. And as I close | 
29 my tittle talk, I. know thee, voumiate visiting many | 
214 places, you are going to visit many different kinds of | 
a people and in this way I know that you need guidance, | 
2 and so I am not ashamed to wish you God's help in | 
; | 
24, all your travels in all the way you meet different | 
25 | kind of people. She says I wish you God blessing in | 
26 | all your journeys as you go along visiting to help | 
27 the people. | 
oat THE: COMMISSIONER: Thank you | 
| 


Gi very much, Mrs. Abel. 


3) | THE INTERPRETER: I may come 
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back tomorrow and talk some more. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


MR. VEALE: Judge Berger, we 
have a statement from John Russell who did pipeline 
research form some time in Old Crow, and he has sent a 


letter up to Mm. Charlie Peter Charlie witha state- 


S. Abel 1396). 


ment, and I was wondering if Mr. Nukon could read it in' 


at: this times 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 


Mi svt AiGkkes seeedOrmus  cChank. Tels 


necessary toutranslate, it. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well this 
will be received as an unsworn statement on the same 
basis as the unsworn submission are received by the 
Inquiry from many persons all over Canada. 

Go ahead, Mr. Nukon, read 
Mr. John Russell's statement for us. 

MR. NUKON: 

a brief presented to the Berger Commission Inquiry to 
the Mackenzie Valley Pipeline, by John H. Russell, 
Box 68, Waterton Park, Alberta. 

"Mr. Chairman, ladies and 
gentlemen: It is an honour to speak at 
this hearing on behalf of the beings 
of this earth concerning the discussion 
as to whether or not the MacKenzie 
Valley Pipeline will be constructed. 


I have two points thatI wish to be 
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‘) considered by the people involved in 


to 


making the above discussion. 
\| 

34 The first comment concerns abandonment. 
| 
| If we are to be concerned about the 


environment during the relatively 


G6 | few years of construction and main- 
Bi tenance, we must also be concerned 
3 | about the hundreds of years after | 
| 
7 abandonment. It is very possible | 
19: that, the cost of abandonment wild | 
12 be greater than that of construct- | 
eA ion in either monetary or environ- 
134] mental terms. That is the cost of | 
oe the physical removal of the pipes | 
re and the reclamation of the right= 
col of-way could be as great as the | 
17: construction and maintenance | 
i3 | depending on the methods available | 
19 at the time. 
>| Alternately, if the pipeline | 
21| is left in place, the potential 
aa damage to the environment over the | 
sl next few hundred years is much | 
an greater than could occur during even | 
ae the worst construction and mainten- 
ae ance method over the expected 50 | 
ad year period. | 
5a If left in place, the pipeline 
29 | will eventually thaw out and float | 


| 
39 |l to the surface, where it crosses 
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JeH. Russell 


wt *¥ REPORTING L-TO. 


ASA BAY 


San eae es 


1? terrain othem whan, bedrock or gravel. 


\, 


During summer suche situ@tjion would 






~~ 
3 be both a barrier and cyimal tp as 
» : 

4 | the two or four foot diameter rounas_ 

\ "\ ~e 
5 | and smooth pipe <a 

~ 
6 Sats kt a Ow ide wauddarrditeh with un- 
3 Stablesides | tbuning winter «the 
ar! exposed pipes will create a low but 
9 i smooth rounad and alien escarpment 


on its windward side and ia drift 


a) 


2 
4 


on the leeward side, again creating 

roo! a barrier andsor possible,.source of 

3 inswry «Ol texrestrialoanimals.ofsany size. 
i 4 The above could quite obviously 

7 precipitate a radical change. to 

ine the animal populations which we have 

17 spent al great effort: to avoid. if 

et you wish further details on such a 
phenomenon, I will gladly attempt to 

a) | provide them. It is extremely import- 


sy ant that an estimate of the cost of 


20 | abandonment be included when 
ars considering the total cost of the 
16 pipeline. 


to 


My second comment concerns 

ae socio ~economics of which there has 
sadly been a glaring lack of study. 
5g! It occurs to me that the people in 
25 southern Canada are being very 


30 | hypocritical. We say we will fill 
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as many permanent jobs created 
by the pipeline as possible with 
natives. Obviously we are also say- 
ing then that we see no resource for 
them but eventual assimilation into 
the culture of western society. 

Our present culture happens to re= 
quire a great deal of energy and 
promotes i highypopulation densities. 

If the peopletofi northern Canada 
are going to golitthe/Gourse’ oft those 
of southern Canada, they are going 
to need all the petroleum resources 
in their land. We, however, want 
them to give it to us now when they 
are in less need’ of at“andsyethwe 
areyvnoti looking BMESthe factSthatt ig 
they become like us, they will event- 
ually need every calorie of energy 
source in the land they are on can 
produce. 

I would like tooonclude by say- 
ing I think it would make much better 
sense to ‘take théimoney requmred for 
building the pipeline and invest it 
in developing ways of changing our 
culture to one which reduces or 


eliminates the great and increasing 


,emandefor energy. Such a culture 


could be as rich®and"creativée"as 
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dei. Russel 


the present one, if not more so. 

Will the Mackenzie Valley pipeline 
become a reality? Please keep in mind. 
when making 

your decision, «there 4s san 
endless variety of alternatives to 
that of moving energy from the north 
to the south. 

Dye hank. you. 

John Russell". 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Veale, 
you're not asking that Mr. Russell's statement be 
transikabedi,~ Ll take. ait? 

MR.VEALE. : That's correct, 
Siu: 

THE COMMISSIONER: Would you 
mind telling me what Mr. Russell's association is with 
Old’ Grow? 

MR: VEALE 3 9 gus tiesgave: me ya 
Minute Judge, I have got a little note on him here. 
He made a great deal of friends when he was in Old 
Crow. He was working for the Renewable Resources, I 


bdieve, and studying the actual caribou. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well renew- 


able resources was then working for Arctic Gas, wasn't 

he. 

MR. CARTER: .« That's, connect. 

DHE COMMISSIONER: Mz» Canter 
\ 


says; that) theyywwene. 


Well maybe I am asking the 
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BISRINA GY 2. BiG. 


wrong man. You are still looking through your notes. 

Can you.tell me, iMn., Carter 
Or Mr. Rowe, how long Mr. Russell was here and in what 
capacity he was employed by Renewable Resources, and 
so forth? His letter has been read and -- are you -- 

MR. CARTER: Mr. Rowe will 
attempt to give that answer. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Would you 
just come forward and take this mike and tell US) ehiee 
Rowe ? 

MR. ROWE: Judge, Russell was 
employed by Renewable Resources Consulting out of 
Edmonton in the initial stages of their caribou work. 
His terms of reference were at that time a study of-- 
primarily the study of the migratory patterns and 
some experimental disturbance studies on the Porcupine 
Caribou herd. 

He also did work on large 
Mammals, a little bit of the fur bearer research which 
was done in the Old Crow Flats. He works for Renew- 


abie, I'm not exactly surépbutsiethinkMat wacseover 


thetperied of twoayears7rprobably tinz-l97l-J2hoxal72=23 ,| 


in that period, and he was working primarily out of 
Old Crow at the time. 

THE) COMMISSIONER: “What is his 
particular expertise, field of expertise? 

MR. ROWE: Wildlife biology. 


THE COMMISSIONER? Thank you 


very much. That statement will be marked as an exhibit) 


and will form part of the permanent record of the 
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1 inquiry, and in view of what has been said about Mr. 
>| Russell's involvement in the study of caribou in Old | 
3 Crow, I'll ask that Commission Counsel, wir. score, | 
7 consider calling Mr. Russell as a witness at the formal 
5 hearings in Yellowknife. The secretary will make a | 
6 | note of that and bring the matter to Mr. Scott's atten-| 
si tion. | 
| | 
3 | Mr Russell, W*take) it, iseno | 
a longer with Renewable Resources. 
eat MR. VEALE: That's (correct) 
ne Judge, he's now in Watercon, Alberta. | 
eet THE COMMISSIONER: Working for! 
13 | the Government of Alberta? : 
eu MR. VEALE: I believe at this | 
om time that he's not working, but he's no longer working : 
6! for Renewable. | 
eg THE COMMISSIONER: Well it may 
13 | be that commission counsel will wish to call him. I | 
19} take it that Arctic Gas may or may not decide to call | 
29)| him at Yellowknife, so we -- | 
24 | MR os “CARTER: ?°ME. “Rowe tells 
22 | me that he is retained from time to time by Renewable 
4 Resources. 
25 | (STATEMENT OF JOHN H. RUSSELL MARKED AS 
26 EBXHIBIENC=7:2) 
73 
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ROSIE KAYE, 
Sworn: 


THE COMMISSIONER: I under- 
stand that you are Rosie Kaye and that you want Mr. 
Nukon to read your statement, is that it? Do you mind 
telling me how old you are? 

THEAWILTNE GS: ¢24% 

THE COMMISSIONER: Fine. 

Go ahead, Mr. Nukon. 

MR. NUKON: Statement from 
Rosie Kaye for Judge Berger hearing. "Since the land 
claims meeting is very soon, I think the important 
thing is to keep the pipeline out. I don't want the 
pipeline to come through our land. The land is the 


most important to our people. If the pipeline comes 


Chrougnmeneviwall quam our land and our people. I want) 


toykeepwour life the way wemaremliving mitt cdayiand 
also to keep our little town the way it is now. 

I am speaking for myself and 
I amasvres most jof my people feel -the same way too. 


THe COMMISSIONERS: hank 4:0u 


venyemuch’, 


| 


Are you asking that that stater 


| 


nem He translated? That statement by Rosie Kaye will, 
| 


be marked as an exhibit and made a part of the permanent 


record) off the Inquiry’® 


(STATEMENT OF ROSIE KAYE MARKED AS EXHIBIT 


C=73) 
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BAO NTRS Ye 255 (Sit. 


THE COMMISSIONER: I think we 
will have one more statement or one more witness, Mr. 


Veale, whatever --— 


STEPHEN FROST, Resumed: 


MR. VEALE: Judge Berger, I 
don't think we will have this matter translated. Mr. 
Frost has indicated he doesn't require it. 

Your name is Stephen Frost 
and you have already been sworn to tell the truth in 
this hearing, is that correce? 


THE WITNESS: Yes. 


MR. VEALE: Are you permanently 


employed in Old Crow? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, I am 
employed steady here. 

MR. VEALE: What do you do? 


THE WITNESS? <IVworkpesSort of 


{ 


act aS an agent for the airline that comes in here, and 


I work with the nursing station here as well. 

MR. VEALE: What about -- 
youvare (fullysemployedptdo+you also do hunting and 
fishing? 

THESWEENESS: Yes, I hunt “and 
fish-all my life and I thifkwifsiehdd ae24 hounvjones 
would stilivununteand fish. 

MR. \VEALE: -Thank you) and 
would you tell the Judge where you hunt, for instance, 


Start by seasons and start with the spring. 
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ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. S. Frost aCe 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 
1| THE, WEENESS:: Start by hg ae 
2 | well we start the spring of the year, say around the | 
3 | farst, pantsol March weistart. trapping rats.) That owas ‘i 
7 few years ago, like I can't go out now from when the 
5 | season opens til it closes, because I just have so much | 
6 | holiday and that's 2t, butiwe shumterats jin the Spring : 
7 of the year. After we come down from Crow Flats then : 
3| we start setting fish nets -- | 
| 
on MR. VEALE: Just let me inter- | 
10 | bpupt. you there, Stephen.  wWidiyourstart to -= didivou | 
Ll} go out to the Flats this year? | 
pam THRUWLENE SS: -Yes,/1 wase out | 
13/ Gowthe.r latcmthismyeanr. | 
wait MR. VEALE: How many rats did 
15 | you. hunt? 
L6 | THE WITNESS: I got about 500.) 
17! ME siVEALE + SOKavey \CONonsthien 
1g! aboutywtihe fish. 
ouas iW DINE OOewE res, athens we | 
29! fish all we could in the summer and towards fallwhen 
| 
vaaeal the big run come, everybody is out there on the river, | 
ay btetbywnear all jhours.of. theaday trying to prepare food 
23) and dog food for the winter. | 
mAs MR. VEALE: Do you have a fish| 
25 | net out on the Porcupine River now? | 
26 | THEO WEENES > 2 Ves, have. get | 
f 
27| a fish net out now. | 
ag! MR. VEALE: Do you know | 


3) approximately how many fish nets are out at this time 


0 | of the season? 
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THE WITNESS: Approximately, 


I don't know, not very many. Like I said, this is about 
the poorest time of the year is now and maybe there 
would be@ lS), Z04enSts) OUE. : 

MR. VEALE: Okay, go on then. | 

THE WITNESS: Of course when | 
freeze-up come, we start setting a few traps for fine | 
fut  S\aemanoe alyoungsmanyeand® l*m not real olay, lm 
sort of in between, I guess -- 

THEW COMMISSIONER: “sl) know= the 
feeling. 

THBSWITNESS¢ “Yes.4.i°have 
trapped right from the Alaska~Canadian border at atifers 


ent times, right to the headwaters pretty nearly the 


| 
headwaters of the fishing branch, the Whitestone River | 
and the Miner River. I was the last person that Glnted 
beaver the spring before’ last. I went by boat from 
Old Crow, I would guess probably about 700 miles al- 
together. I went up the Whitestone River, up the 


Fishing Branch°and up’the’ Miner River. “So that proves | 


to you that we still use pretty nearly all of the 





country yet, even though we have jobs, some of us 


travel a long way and we think this country is very 


MR. VEALE: Stephen, I wonder 


Qu 


important tovus, | 
| 
if you would just tell Judge Berger about what happene | 


when the air strip was put into Old Crow? 
THE WITNESS? “We got-an tar 


Z | 
strip. | 
| 

MRY VEALES © That"*s Good; | 
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ALLWEST MEPORTING LTD. S. Frost | 
BURNABY’ 2, B.C. | 
| 
1 THE WITNESS: Well, before Lag 
2 | air strip, as you could see probably since you were mit 
3| there is many sand bars out on the river and that's | 
4 | where the airplanes used to land, and it was pretty ! 
5 hard on the airplanes at different times of the year, 
6. | we couldn't get mail, so on and so forth. The people 
7 get sick sometime and the ice was breaking up, couldn't! 
3 get airplanes in, so the people here in Old Crow, we | 
9 | asked for an air strip. It was impatant that we have | 
1 
10! an air strip here in Old Crow, so we tried hard and we | 
He were lucky that they give us one but Like I say, we 
12? tried hard, we kept after them and we kept after then, | 
13) and we were thinking in terms of maybe a strip, the | 
Dao biggest airplane the DC-3 or something like that. | 
13° We are not against the Seren 
16 the person that's working here now, he's doing a good : 
ee job on it, but sometime we think just what the heck is | 
13 going on. We shouldn't kick about it after we got it, | 
3 butaneweweigot at S2c0er an 546001. EOotyai? Serip,and.at | 
20 | pretty nearly cuts off one end of the town right to 
21/ another, because we are on a point, like, we are | 
22 | blocked off from the mountains. That's not a real big | 
af problem. That's one of the problems. 
ae Every year Since then they | 
Doi have been working on it and working on it, and widening, 
Di 1 it and lengthening it. Last fall they had some survey-| 
27 ors came in and they were going to survey it out 700 | 
oe: feet wide or something like that, and a couple of the 


23 other guys and myself just noticed these people start- | 


| 


30} ing to do this so we went to them and we asked them 
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what was their jobs and what were they doing, so they | 





told us, and we didn't think it was a good idea because 
it was cutting off some of the houses pretty nearly up 
town and some of the dog yards. It was Cumbing Off 
some of the school yard right behind here where the 
kids play and all this, so we had to go and ULy 7 LOapuT | 
a stop to it by seeing different people and it ended | 
up that they didn't do it, so that's my story about the, 
ain Stra, Loguess’. 
MR. VEALE: If they had asked | 


you where you wanted the air strip, where would you 


have wanted it? 


SUE WLTINB OSs) “Weld 1 think 
they asked me, but what's the use asking me, they don't: 
listen to me anyway, but I don't think they should ask | 
Meyetl chunkythey should ask jthe.town.. But: I just 
remember one person coming to me and say, where do you 
think sthe eir strip shouldmgo Hiimwemput fone: here?) ! 2 


Suggested that it goes on top this hill between the 


benchsot this had] «and. ithe mountain, there's a-nice 
long level place there. I said if you put a small air- 
strip there and if someday, for some reason we have to 
make it bigger, there's lots of room there. That was 


My saying, and I don't know what the rest of the people| 





say, but all at once we know -- before we know it, they | 


wene, putting at sight, behind town -here’. | 


\ 


And it's pretty hard, because | 
! 


Wesusedmiohave trails to the graveyard, a trail «to the 
mountain where people hunt, trap, different things, 


| 
. | 
trails down this way for older people to set rabbit | 
| 
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| 
1 snares and that's all cut off now. People used to ski, | 
| 


ho 


we still ski here but we can't ski across on rocks and 





| 
| | 
31 different things like that. My complaint against that 
| 





| 
4 | LS Wwjust hehatvlathink they should, have be itiwa wilereve 
7 Space on each side and fixed a nice little trail there | 
6 | SO we could still suse it like we did before. | 
7 ‘MR. VEALE: Is there a law, 
i 
8 | aoregulation saying that you can't cross the air strip? | 
9 THE WETNESS:  Weld;..L don't | 
10 | know if we should even mention that part, because I | 
LL | don't ithink that's going to stop us anyway because | 
loo DRErS Gl Siene otheniway. gilamvalways going to crosswit, | 
et bet Scputghinthathway. | 
14: MR. VEALE: You were talking 
ce aboutGhow peopleistilljhunt and) fish and trap. Can. you! 
16! just tell Judge Berger, just name the families in town, 
ae as Many as you can think of, that have dog teams still. 
13 | Lop eWErNBSGSs Bellis thats | 
19 pPeetty Hardt @Pretty Nearly teverybodyastiliegot dogs, : 
20 | we don't use them exactly the way we used to use them | 
; 
21] long ago but I think we can never go without dogs, | 
f 
22 that*s ione of ithe reasons for having dogs. We still | 
aa! haul wood and ice and somapeople that have part time | 
24, VODs, they still go and trap, end soviswould say pretty | 
re nearly everybody still have a few dogs and some of us | 
26 | have got a little too many, like myself. 
27 MR. VEALE: How many dogs do ) 
2g | you have? | 
26 | tHe WITNESS: “Oh, gust .a dozen. 


30 | MR.VEALE: Do you still use | 


sa | 
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your dog team? | 

THE WITNESS: Yes, I -- well | 
I am just starting up a new team right now, but I have | 
always had dogs and these I got right now are just pups 
most of them and I'll be using them this winter. 

MR. VEALE: Stephen, if the 
pipeline goes through near Old Crow, there will be a 
large camp of men, possibly 800 men, Maybe LOM om 
miles from Old Crow. Do you have any comments on that? | 

THE WITNESS:~ Well, I guess | 


this is the main reason you're here, to hear what us 


people have to say and our feelings about this. We 





are not against the white people, or anything like 
thatbwuwe Tike tobe Hie COMpeopLe, (bute! Behnke. men-; 
tioned it yesterday, this is one of the last places, | 
one of the last places pretty nearly in the world that 
is kind of unspoiled. I mean, we are not the best 
people ewe dowthings too, but’there's no ‘roads’ around 
and we don't smell oil all the time and different 
things? lake®thisi) and’ I think you heard quite’ a ‘few 


people talking and the name of the game is we just don't 





want the pipeline and we need help, like yourself, to | 
teyeco Helpeus not to getetnet pipeline: | 
Now, you are asking me my 


feclangsmabout this camp teo close to ‘town; well 1 


give my reasons why I feel like this camp wouldn't do 





Old Crow no good. I am sorry, maybe these words are 


ana bile biit® toovstrong buty-= or not strong) enetgh, 


iedon@teknows® -One*™ reason) as alcohol. “Wwe ‘drink of 


course we drink, but at’ will be twice as badw -I-néves 
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bought a bootleg bottle in my iter and I imagine if 
too many people come from anywhere, I'll have to do it,’ 
I don't have to, but I-mean it will happen. I never : 
seen drugs in my life, I have heard an awful lot about | 
it and I got kids and I got feeling and I think about 
other people and their kidsk, Things ltketthis, 

I listened today to a young 
fellow talking and he brought these same things up. I 
think he's thinking about something like venereal 
diseases, it's going to come to the country and we're 
just not -~ we're just not too happy about seeing the 
pipeline come through. WerdonYt@awant iit, 

MR. VEALEsseStephen, maybe 
you would tell the Judge, I think you are the chairman 
of the school committee in Old Crow, and maybe you 
could tell him about how that runs. 

[HE AWUENESSi2otwWelb, a> carn.te¢ | 
really tell you everything about it, but I am the chair+ 
man on the school committee now. It started about | 
four or five years ago, it was run thank icar school | 


advisory board, and now it's called the School Committee 





of which we -- I don't know, we have a little more 

power, I think, or a little more <= 2 duess that soi, | 
a little more’ power and we find in Old Crow that it's | 
working really good. The teachers work good with us | 
and we work good with them and we try to make sure | 
that the kids have schooling. If they want to go, | 
they can go as far with schooling as they want, but 


| 
beside that we like to teach our own language and we 


have a fellow, Charlie Peter Charlie here, that teaches 
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language. We have a young lady in town who teaches 
language, and different people are working on woodwork 
and beads and so on and so forth, and we find that it 
Just fits in: very nice andvitwil) nelpius outsin she 
rong hewn. 

MR. VEALE: What grade does 
the school go to here, like when do the children have 
to leave? 

THE WEINESS? sitathinky ie gees 
up to Grade 9 here,then they leave and they go to 
Whitehorse from here. 

MR. VEALE: How does that 
affect children, going to Whitehorse? 

TibewieoNnoo. — Wella lidons £ 
know, Sometime mot: so good, I quess, because they see 
a Jotw er things, that —— it's\“sort)ofsa- different life; 
like. Sometime s they are real anxious to go after 
they pass Grade 9 here, I know they are anxious to go 
out to Whitehorse, because it's a bigger place, a lot 
Of \dgiferent things. They go (cue there for a Little 
while and they are just too darn anxious to come back 
here, come back to their home and their parents. 

Mew VEALE:) Satter they, tinge 
at Whitehorse, are they coming back to Old Crow, or 
are they staying out there? 


THE WITNESS: Well Sometimes 


S. Frost Dic 4 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








| 
4 
{ 


after they are finished schooling, they try to get jobs! 


but it really appeared to me that they always end up 
back here in Old Crow. 


THE WITNESS: (Mr. .bexger, JE 


| 


| 
{ 
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think this is all I have to say. I would like to eS 


| 
you very much again, I hope you join the ball game with' 


\ 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 


| 
i 
| 
| 
' 
i 
1 


Mr, Frost. | 





| 
: 
| 
3 us| cOnight. 
| 
| 
| 
| 


6 | (WITNESS ASIDE) 


THE COMMISSIONER: I think we 
that we will adjourn now, Mr. Veale, and we will have 
Tpo Supper and come back at 8 o'clock tonight. Would that 


Det ale vigit 7°) Hightt ole locketonignt? 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Netro tandvichamine | 
| 





1 | 
2 (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) | 
. | 
3} | 
| 
4 THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies | 
| and gentlemen, I think we will call our hearing to 
6 | order this evening to hear those who wish to make 
74 statements this evening. : 
i 
g | MR. VEALE: Judge Berger, the 
| 
. first statement this evening will be in written form 
10 | by some girls in the community, and they are standing 
il 
i 
11 | at the back of the room to be sworn in and Peter Nukon 
' | 
1271 is goingto read the statement in. | 
! | | 
Asay] THE COMMISSIONER: All right. | 
14! Miss Hutchinson, maybe you 
V3 | could just ascertain the ages of the girls, and -= you 
f 
hes | go ahead and read the statement the girls have prepared, 
Ti Mr. Nukon. 
| 
18 | 


cee DONNA FROST, Sworn: 
GLORIA NUKON, Sworn: 

>)! CHRISTINE NUKON, Sworn: 
i LINDA NELEKO,* Sworm: 

JOANNE CHARLIE, Sworn: 


; 
22 | 
23 MR. NUKON: Here is a state- 
2s, Mentinxizemekhe 5 iginls, tGhorraxvNukon,; rage le; Christine! 
25) Nukonipeagercl5;) iLinda«Nétro, tage 15; Joanne Charlie, | 
26 agerd:D whaontanFrosti, age 14. | 
27 "We are against the | 
23) pipeline because it might change our 
2914 way Ofelife. »It will spoil the cari- 


30! bou that we -allscleve to eat. Be wild 
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ACLWEST REPORTING LTD. DO Seen Ra, 
BURNABY 2, B.C. Nukon, Netro & 
Charlie 
LY wreck our culture. Some of us go out 
2| to the Crow Flats, ratting with our | 
3 | fathers. We love the land. It | 
4 | means we can be anything we want and | 
5 | gO anywhere where we want. We all 
6! want to go to university and we all | 
di have to go south to school, but we | 
all want to come back to Old Crow to see | 
9 || our friends again because Old Crow 
| | 
10 is our home". | 
11, THE COMMISSIONER: That should 
12 be marked. Do you want that irterpreted or not? No, 
13 | ai cont g | 
“| | 
bas (STATEMENT OF DONNA FROST, GLORIA NUKON, 
16 : CHRISTINE NUKON, LINDA NETRO AND JOANNE 
7? CHARLIE MARKED AS EXHIBIT C-74) 
| | 
rae THE COMMISSIONER: Well that | 
20) Statement by the five girls will be marked as an ex- 
21} hibit and will constitute a part of the permanent record 
22 of the proceedings of the Inquiry. | 
2 MR. VEALE: May we have that | 
Pal interpreted, Wriak Gut hate iback, Ghuthink iche vyoung | 
25 | children weuldebikeutosknow that ethe: older folks under~ 
26 | stood what they said. | 
27 | Judge, we have several state- 
23 | ments to be read this evening. The next one is by Mrs. 
29 | Clara Frost.: She is just over here. 
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CLARA FROST, 


1416 
Erost 


Sworn: 


| 
{ 
MR. NUKON: Judge Berger, 
| 


and all concerned. 


"First before I say a few words on 
the pipeline and how Crow Flats and 
Old Crow, I would like to say thank 
you "On behait of all my family to 
Judge Berger and whoever was with 
him when he visit us at Timber 
Hill of which we are very proud of. 
We, ele wpecore, thanienim for, tny— 
ing to help us out. Sure,-we do 
not want the pipeline to run through 
the Crow Flats: ‘We do not want the 
beautiful Crow Flats of which we are 
dit ProuG" OL to pew spoiled. 

We want it to be a place where 
We Can GO CoNratein “Unewapion cam alt 
they ever spoil our country, we the 
people of Old Crow have nothing to 
TOOK LOLWard CO, OMLy Sitesi wOUr 
houses and just remember the good 
old days. We want our grandchildren 
to learn our way of life in the 
future. 

It's a beautiful and clean 
place. I hope we will be able to 
Keep-“i1t that way, not only for our- 


selves but for*our children. (“So "on 
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1| béhalfeotinall the Frostifamily 7el 
2 | wish all our people good luck. 
3 - Sincerely) Mrs. oClara*Frost". 
| THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
5 | very much, #Mrs’. terest? 
} 
| MR. VEALE: Judge, we now have! 
>| a statement to be read by Mr. Nukon, made by Martha 
3 | Kendi and she is sitting just over here. 
10 ; 
tt (STATEMENT BY CLARA FROST MARKED AS 
ae EXHIBIT C-75) 
13) 
th, MRS. MARTHA KENDI, Sworn: | 
15 
ie MR. NUKON: 
1 "John Tizya, my father, was the first 
19 | person’ctoiput abhnouse Sin) OldvCrow, 
f 
ce and then Joseph put a house next to 
| my father, then Elias John, then 
21 | from there on people started build- 
| ing houses, that's how this village 
ne got big. 
a: timeObd fCrowlPbatfunytifather 
Pas was blind for seven years and we 
ae | looked after him good. Sometimes we 
| stay all summer and winter we feed 
ae! himefish and other animals.: In the 
25 | fall time: weikiil caribourtfor winter, 
7 Sometimes when we got hard times for 










. an oh: aS seek <n 
ues ae Bort : sis sa ot + fatima) | - | 
| | yoy sad? PON ar a aia hin oad & 

| er ers”) hee tsi Ut 
pens wen oW perenne 0) Herat ya | oe te it: 
\) 

| 

8 











siitieM yd abso ROA aM. vd ‘eoebet ‘jnomessg2 rt 
tans rae bas Beek. . 


A 
te ii) Ae alee iy ha ‘gt is , ye 7 y 


mi ered Jat ert : 





(AEG ich A: LN Mito” otk Me i 
2a aattaM re08t sa8s9 va usm) i hat - 
74% 
| the) argrins eis Se 2 


a 


|sqow® {TGMaY AHTAAM W2AM We 


MONTY FM 85 | Oh 
tox on Row rods? yn sBYRET. aig" et 
word HLO nk seued 6 3uq oF noe Taq 
ot sxe aeuvon ‘3 tee ae 
mods ymdou eal la sent vtedsex ym 
| wiok turd beduste el goaq 0 oxedy, nor’ . 
acaria! eid wor a "jens speauod eat 
ees lakhs Aa iia an, ere ti: 
lial Ym 3819 woxg, BLO nt" eee 


= . 7 a ee 








| 9 bas exs0v aoyae xR babtd -. | os 
| ow asmi temo? -booy nike r9d35 Detoof bes , 


bag om odtw Sim some tte ace ule | 
ares oo ak Renner naa pa 





1418 


Mile WESa RiP ORM ING. Lanor Mrs, MM. Kends 





ESR RENVASBEY® 25 (BiG. 


meat, even it cold outside we go out= 

Side in the brush and set snares for 

rabbits. * In Masch, Gimerwe start 

Setting tmaps! for muskrat and we 

momel co feachvlaker tovset traps: 

That! sraislagis-amygoing) to say) forinow. 

I don't remember any more, I don't 

want any white people to bother 

Crow Flat, that days white people 

never help Indian people, and also 

dom! tilike «helipipe lines 

Martha Kendi". 
THE COMMISSIONER: That 

statement by Mrs. Kendi will be marked as an exhibit 
and form a part of the permanent record of the pro- 


ceedings. Thank you very much, Mrs. Kendi. 


(STATEMENT OF MARTHA KENDI MARKBD AS 


EBXHIBIT C= 76) 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


MR. VEALE: Judge Berger, we 
now have a statement from Dick Nukon, to be read by 
Peter Nukon. Could you please swear Mr. Dick Nukon, 
please? Helishat theAsack Of thejmoonteePut jour hand 


up there, Dek: 
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| DICK NUKON, Sworn: 
2 | | 
| MR. NUKON: | 
‘| WL1926; thenfirst»time ;we come. from : 
5 | Eagle, Alaska, my father and mother | 
‘| four sisters and brother, Kenneth | 
7 Nukon. In 1927 first time we went | 
up Whitestone. In 1931 my mother 
2 died. Since 1937 three of my : 
19 | Sisters died. Til 1940, Joe Netro | 
11] had a store at Johnson Creek for | 
12} Whitestone people. He had a store | 
13 up there for two years, then he had | 
La moved his store to Old Crow. At 
15) that tainmecwetdadpourelavingsby , 
tel trapping, lynx, marten, mink, 
17! wolverine, wolf. After closed ! 
18 | season for trapping, we hunt moose 
19) and dry some meat for the summer. | 
a Buttbefeoresabreaking up we dry meat, | 
21 | after break-up of ice we hunt | 
2 | beaver. | 
23 | And around the end of May we | 
4, come down to Old Crow and then go 
25 | uptthec Crows fomynattang taladune | 
36. LSet After we come down | 
27) we go down to Fort Yukon. Before 
ag | first of July we sell our winter | 
25) furs down, there. Then we start | 
30 | eff for OlduCrowabynboat.. When wwe | 


a ae 


a Tt 


ee ee 


= ee 


| e1os2 6 bad eit 


x ‘ddonne xenon a i 9: at a - 
| anow ow omit texkd teetcar, ‘tu + Pechay 


“xedsom yt LEQE ad en 





; yon Bon eesde) veer sont hei | 
oxen 0b ig POE: $babe ‘boty eredeie 7 
Ly x02. n0x0 noantots 36. oxo¥e' 5) Bed | | 
‘f velqoog enogaetidy a 
bert’ ort rents .etbey! ows 10% axeds. ay os 
a) haha wor) pO: ot, ‘hobrea atti boven 
Py! | yd oiies b) mo! bib bw omnia tats 


ini ya9dsc8ee oem: pete 





beeolo 9334 


200m das ow veabagexs: sor aoeKbe : 

+ tose ont tor tsem eins ro Bis. 

,tsent vb aw aw pnidsexd gxoad: Sei | 
dau ew epi ‘to _urteoad sods ea 


ol yen, to bre: edd Since: ik. 


Re odd baw wo: 840, oF aa eH ead rare 


aut bia patstox/aot WORD on 


“nwob: 203) aw if aeshAe Saeanen rh 
 etoRad nods $3071 o¢ wb Og ow bay - 


-aidaiw suo Shes oy vist te tela 


| «at flow, .onkxeviow 





pout 





















a, 
pO 
nf 

- 7 


1420 








ALL WEST REPORTING LTD. D. Nukon { 
BURNABY 2, B.C. | 

1 getruprhe ree wengomup: tov Icestone, 

| Then we go fishing and moose and 

7 caribou hunting. We trap again all | 

| winter. We do this til 1948 when my 

5 | father died. My father died, only 

6 Me and Kenneth were left out of the 

7 familysao Sovaty that time, itwwas : 

3 pretty hard for us when you don't : 

0 | make money. No relief, no allow- | 
10) ances for children. Cet thateeime, : 
Li 1934 to '42 we don't work for wages. | 
re You had to make your own money by 
1eiy hunting and trapping, now you work 

he for wages. You just make money. 
13) "Since I come from Alaska til 
16 1941, there were no school, no nurs= 

77; ing stations or no’ doctor. Never | 
18 | come here and when some people get | 
19 | sick they just stay that way and they | 
et just pass away. , 
anal PANGLNOM, Lt US 1975 peal weancds | 
2 Of things, like there's nursing : 
= sitabronyeidoctom” comentel cheek the | 
ois people every month. When people | 
as get sick they take them to hospital. | 
26 | And when the school kids finish up | 
27 to ninth grade, they go to Whitehorse | 
aa for fdnashing sschool in And now you | 
20% work for wages, you can just work | 
a and keep family allowances cheque, 
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they get big cheques too. And then | 
falls time they go.fishing and hunting | 
and you go- hunting meat for the 
winter. You keep on living like 
that and hope no pipeline comes | 
through. | 
SO that’s all ducani say about 
whati 1 dad since, 1926. .Thankavou. 
back Nukeon!. 
THE, COMMISSIONER: » Thank you, 
Mr. Nukon. Your statement will be marked as an 


exhibit and made a part of the permanent record of 


the proceedings of the Inquiry. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) | 


(STATEMENT OF DICK NUKON MARKED AS 


EXHIBLT C=)7 ) 


ABRAHAM PETERS, Sworn: 


| 

: 

| 

THE INTERPRETER: He: sayss my 
name is Abraham Peters and I would like to say my say | 
to Judge Berger. | 
First I would like to thank | 

Judge Berger and his staff to come to Old Crow to | 
| 

| 


listen to Old Crow people. He said he has been to 


school, came back» from) school» ing)49 sand» frome 494 until 





now he would like to tell you how it has been in the 


past. 
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He said when he came back to 
Oro" Crow srone themscnocl, from Carcross, ne saice at 
that time, he said, when we came home the children in 
Old Crow didn't know how to say a word in English. 


The very firt time a teacher came up to Old Crow 


The teacher that came up here 
at that time, it was a lady, her name was Mrs. Lucie, 
and she stayed here as a teacher and nurse, and she 
also looked after the church, and that was the very 
first time when the Old Crow children started to learn 
how to speak English. And he said you probably saw 
the old mission rectory there. He said that was the 
first place where the kids started to make school. 

He said very few airplanes 
come to Old Crow, and he said during that time there 
was mail planes supposed to come up here once a month 


and that was supposed to be the end of the month, and 


they don't come at the end of the month then we had 


to wait another month before we get any mail. But ther 


was very few white people around here at that time, 
the police and a few other who lived up here and the 
school teacher, that is all the white people who was 
Mp nerve, 

He went to school at this 
school where Miss Lucie was making school. He attended 
school one year, after that he quit school and he went 
out in the bush with his uncle, out in the bush to mke 
a living. And at that time, he said, there were some 


hard times around here. We had a lot of hard times 


ee 
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during winter, and he said at that time people used to 
Start trapping in the fall when the season was open, 
they don't come home until Christmas. He says this is 
the only way they used to make their living was trade 
cher fur bor. food. 

Wherever you go, he said, 1s 


you had no dog food, you cannot go no place. He said 


he went out with his uncle one winter. From here they 
started and they were out 13 days from here, and he 
Said they ran out of dog food. They were making a 
little what we call bannock, for dogs, they would give 
a little piece to each dog and their dog was darving. 
SO they Started back, they had nothing, mo mone to go 
on so they stared back to Old Crow, that morning when 
they started out they start early but not too far away 
from where they broke up their camp, there was a bunch 
of caribou crossed their trail, so they went back and 
picked up their tent at the old camp again and they 
went after that caribou. 


He said they had to follow 


that caribou, because that was the only chance they had 
they had to follow it until dark, untii moonlight rand 
they were shooting caribou in moonlight. Their dog 


got so weak and when they didn't move to that caribou 


caribou, they had to put some dogs in the toboggan and 
Dil enenr. 

They said the way they had to 
feed their dogs and start Off with a little food, they 


| 

til next morning, they started moving where they kil] 
| 

| 

| 

had to feed them three or four times a day with a etn 
| 


| 
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because they were weak and they had to stay there one | 


week before their dogs was any good. And after he -- 





they came back there before Christmas, and some moose 
came in from somewhere, there was some caribou nearby. 
He said people start off from Old Crow there to where | 
that caribou was, because he said even that some of the! 
dogs, didn ttumake dtsto that camp: 


And to tell you about the hard 





people had to work to make their living, to pass the 
he 
hard time,/said even though the people had few caribou 


times of them days, he said, to show you how hard the | 
| 
| 
| 
out of that, he said after New Year's they start off 
again that way. They had to ™pull in front of -thevdogs 
with a rope. 

He said that time when he came. 
backwhenres he Nad: to) pull his idegs, tahead sof hiswdogs Lol 
Gomembackwhere towOldicrows Nosmore Caribou sin he 


country, nothing, his dog was too weak to go alone. 


When he came back here, he found out that the Indian 


Affairs had given out the relief for dog so they 
wouldn't lose all their dogs, and he went and asked 
to get a relief for his dog, he was refused because he 
was staying with his uncle and his uncle was white 
status, and he said they told him you are staying with | 
a white status, you cannot get no dog food. | 
| Pndwehe said it‘was: against thew 
lawi to! kijjs. cow, moose: at, thatwtime,; sbut three sor .foux | 
miles up the Old Crow River, there was a moose and a | 


calf that stayed around there all winter, and even the 


native people themselves they go up there hauling wood 


fram 
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) 
1| that place, they see that moose every other day feeding 
2 on the bluff while lots of people here were starving 
3 | for meat. He said they ee relief so he made up 
a his. mind he is going to go sneak around and kill that, ) 
5 hunt that moose and he did. He went sneaking up 
6 | there and shot, that cow, and calf moose, so he don't | 
i Want, to.tose ,jhis dogs... it's. the only, sthing he had, his 
| team of dogs to make his living so he went up there | 
9 | hunt for that moose and he; kill, that, cow and, calit,, he 

10! got, Caught wWisths it, end afiter, he cavght. killing those 
11 moose, they took it away from him and he got fined on : 
12 | EODMO? Watley Be snad to WotO Courts tom it. 

13 | He said long ago, our people | 
a before us, he said there was no. law at that time, the | 
ea people. atleast go. outyin_ the bush wand Kill, what they 

16 | wanted. to without getting. finedi for it ,sbut. atten a | 
ee while when he done this, he got fined over it, by the | 
18 | white people making the law for the native people. | 
19 | And then a few years later, 

20 | around, 1959, that*s when sthe first school built up, there 


1 | in Old Crow, then the white people started to come in 


o2 | from out side. At. that time, 59). thereiwas more whate 

23 | people coming in,different people coming to look after | 
24, us and they were all white people, telling us what to | 
25 do, making the law for us and telling us how to live. | 
Be | White people come from outside, they not belong to this| 
27 | land right here. They work on it, they make money on | 
29 | it, while -us: who.can't do it, we was. under the law | 


29) by the white people and today yet, he says we live | 


30 | under the law of white people. 
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here if Ingo outsidewand start to-buildyashouse inothe 


middle Orvyour €ity} he’says, Thetis going to pay the 
white people lots of money to build the house in that 


little piece of ground he's going to build in. He said 





the yukon iTerritory as*apretty good* sized territory | 
and a lot of money came out of it by white people. 
The Indian people never got nothing out of it yet. 


Right herein the Yukon Terri- 





tory, if you had to go to Whitehorse and buy a piece 
or ’iand there’, he said you have’ to*pay for it; you have 


to pay the government for it and you have to pay lots 


before you could even build a house in there. He said 
now we are asking for the land settlement, and this I 
Suppose the white people refuse us for it, and then 
do what they want, build a pipeline, build everything 
in that land, then after that native people here will 
have nothing again and supposing what the white people 
areSgoing *“tot do *with “usVErom’ thére én dgaint 

And supposing, he says, the 
PHpeline“wasbuLltyrhe vs *stire = that *the= landewould bey | 
spoiled. If they build the pipeline onjthe other side | 
of Crow Flat, around the mountain range, he said still | 
tiene as tributary punning Gnto Crow, River... He 
believes that there is going to be lots of vehicles 
working in that pipeline route, and there's going to 
be lots of bulldozer and different kinds of machine 
that 1s going to work there and there's bound to be 
2OUCS-er O11 spilled around, the =="probably along the 


creek some place where they cross and no doubt that 
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| there's going to be some oil spilled into the stream. : 
2] EWenoat theysdowthe work an winter, they do ‘the project. 
2 in the winter, still there's going to be the same. | 
4 | | And beside that pipeline, : 
5 | there will be a lot of people working in it and it 
| won't be just the pipeline. From the camp probably | 
a they are going to build a road into Old Crow, and per- 
7 haps there will be a lot of white people going to 
9 settle in Old Crow. Perhaps more white people 

10} and there will be more business coming in, more | 

12 | people, more business and perhaps if there was more | 

P27; white people they are going to ask for a liquor store | 

i | 
ee in Old Crow or beer parlours, somebody wants to build : 
ah mew There will be something Jake that builtin old 

Bim! Crow. 

16 | If anything should happen that. 

ea Chemiarcquor "Store ever start an Old Crow; that si going 

13 | woMpercherendofat for thespecple of Old Crow. This 

19 | kind of problem, the liquor problem,could cause a lot : 

20 | of problems. People break up home over liquor, he | 

211 Sal cmligquoy Couldsdoma lol ror things fer ipeoples ‘Tey | 

22 | ony tedorvhesrighte things with 1 alle thesetime, there | 

23| was always problem between families and things like | 

5a | Ghat. | 

25 5 And you can hear lots of good | 

26 | things about building a pipeline, nothing but good | 

27) things going to be, come around here, but he says he 

2% don't believe in it. There will be bad things come of 

29 RE OO. 


30 | Next he is talking about Crow 
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1 Flat now, he said since 1949, since he came back from 

2 | school, he has been going out to Crow Flats to trap 

i‘ muskrat and hunt Piste hits He is talking about moving 

‘| to Crow Flats to trap, he says, it's no easy job there 

5 | either, we work hard. We just all rode our toboggan 

| 

6 | one time and we move there, it's not that easy, we 

7 really loathe to move out there, to move family out 

g | there, do a lot of work towceumtenere, 

9) Talking about trapping muskrat 
i it's not one day work, you have to day there all spring 
Tals to get some rats. After the ratting season is over, 
12-1 heltsaid, we. startimoving! to river, this is over ‘bare 
134 ground;* putting: dog’ back ‘into Slied“and™ hitch up 
14] yours dogi ‘and your dog pulling over bare land to 
15 | move. to the Old Crow Road. Then he ‘said we build the 
16 | boat’ izzameyand* putwat Canvass? onl ii,t tha sf aetthe? kind 
| of boat we use to come down the Crow River. And he 
18 said after all this hard work Wolgomovel cum toneraw 
19 | Fiatennia li theys get. backtito their villagelin 01d crow, 
20 | he said the white people, they have holiday after work-| 
21 ing for one year, they usually have holidays. He said 

| 
22 | it's something like that for us when we come back from 
23) Old Crow Flat, we come back with a bunch of rats and 
24) then we stay here all month of July. 
25 Aftersthis?month ‘OM Waly vs 
26 | over, we work for a living again. But he said first 
27 | they start off with the wood, start dropping wood down 
28) the river from above. He said in them days the people 

25 | used to have,when the caribou started come over the 
30 | mountain, he said they see it and then they usually 
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have little meeting with their chiefs and he said in 


the morning, early in the morning, the chief usually 


get up and he goes up the trail and waits at the timber 


line up in the mountains, so he wait there for every- 
body and the chief waits there until everybody gets 


enere,) then they talk” about how= they are going to 


surround those caribou to get a bunch of meat oursof at 


He said once they killa vat good 
bunch of meat like that, they will probably move their 
family up there in the mountain and start drying meat. 
We made good use out of this, we save all the hides, 
and dry all the meat and pound all the bone to make 
bone grease and this is how they do the meat. They 
made lots of things out of caribou hide, they make 
babishes for winter and they make two or three differ- 
ent kind of babishes for the different sizes to knit 
their snovwhoes. 

And this as all, that *he? could 
renember living out of the land, living off caribou, 
he said there was no waste on caribou in them days, 
they used every part of it. 

Now, later on he said the 


people start hunting with boats and they go as far as 


Whitestone, up around that country to hunt moose in 


the“Lall,* this is to put upemeat for: thesawinter,miand 
during the moose season in September. But the peqmle 
from way back “used to live and use this land. He work 
a few years now working with the archaeologists, 
working on the old sites along the river. He said 


at one site they are working on now, they call Klo-Kut 
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i Site; upp hexe..i t's) about .6 miles.from,.Old Crow, she said, 
hii he has been working there for the archaeologists and | 
3 | they dig a hole there in the ground sometimes about 
4 5 feet. And finding materials from way back about 5 | 
| feet deep around that site. And that's not the only | 
6 | place they find artifacts from people away back, but | 
7 some have. «been .foundsalong the Old Crow River, <and : 
3 some of have been found along the mountain range that 
7 is surrounding Old Crow Flats, 
10) He said by working with the 
11 archaeologists and finding material from a few thousand 
121 years back like that, he saidyfrom that he finding | 
13 things out for himself that them days, he said probably 
= there was some intelligent people who were leading their 
15 | ewn people «in)how: to.Live off .the,land.+).But now-a-days 
16! hessays; it's jnot like,;that, si.t'spditferent; the people, 
aa live different now-a-days. ! 
18 Finding out how the people 
19 | used to live in the earliersdaysprmpthis .countny,.he 
a said, probably if he hears from one of those archaeolo- | 
| gists that works down on that site there, he may find | 
ai moreésinformation ».fromp~them than,.you-will..find-out from 
24 me. And he said another thing that he would like you 
54 | -- like to let you know, that this land that we live | 
25 | on today used to belong to the native people, they used 
26 | to live there before the white people ever come in | 
eal this ;eountry. : 
23 | Now the native people they 
29 | are going to have to ask for this land again. Now they 
30 are asking for a land settlement, asking for a piece of 
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BURNABY 2, 8.C. 
1/ land for these Old Crow people to live on, and that tel 
2 | kind of land settlement he said he would love to see | 
3] for the people of Old Crow. If the pipeline will ever | 
4 | cross this land, he wants to see the land settlement | 
5 for the native people. | 
6 | Het Salda perhaps ja.1t Ws, pretty, | 
} 
vil hard to bring everything up at one time like that when | 
7 you haven't got it written down before time, and it's | 
9 | pretty hard to explain everything at one time. Perhaps 
10 if whe thought of something again,he may let you know 
11] before this meeting will be closed. ; | 
12! MR. VEALE: Abraham, I under- | 
3 Stand that you were band manager for Old Crow. Maybe 
ral you would tell the judge when you were band manager, 
ell and some of the things that happened with the goneranent 
16 during that time? I am talking about the airport, Abe 
va THE: WITNESS: ele -was-. band | 
18 | manager a couple of years ago and -- | 
19 | THE INTERPRETER: He says he 
20 | was the band manager for «the; Old, Crow Band .a couple of 
21 years ago. He said before they ever built the pipedine 
ey] up here, there have been a lot of meetings put up | 
23! before the airport was back there beyond the town. | 
24 | At that time, when they had meetings to build the air- | 
rot port for Old Crow, he said the peqle of Old Crow told 
26 | them it was too close to town, no room there for the | 
27 | peopless Put liticyp son ttop’ ofikthe thilk somewhere ia | 
i| 
23 | little ways away from town. | 
25 | And he said all of a sudden, : 
39! when the airport was going to be built, the machinery | 
| 
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1 got here and they started. They never did listen to : 
2 | the Old Crow people, where they Were; going to pue at, : 
3 they put it right behind the town, without discussing 
a anything with the people of Old Crow. 
5 il And he said after building thig 
6 | aipporgy and it was comleted a year ago, and then they | 
74 came back again asking for more piece of ground, some- | 
8 | where around 700 feet more they wanted to add to it, | 
oY to widen from east side of the airport. And then he | 
19 | Said the Old Crow people step on their toes that time. | 
11] Hewsal d hehe caliirport "is not “going to go any further, | 
12 Lmiseqoing MtoUstay thelway it’s: theyrdi an tewant. (co : 
ee give up any more ground for airport because they had 
14,1 no room, they were pushed to the riveand the bank was | 
15) caving in and there was only a little piece of ground | 
16 thernetthat was (lege. And then ‘he faqured out that | 
17 they wanted to make the airport bigger because suppos- : 
18 ing the pipeline started to come, he said they wanted | 
19 COMMakeit bigger Gust for that. 
20 | 


| 
When the Old Crow people | 
would start talking about putting an air Stripe mn OLE | 

| 


Said we only asked for a small strip where small air- 


i 

| 

| 

| 

| 

22 | Crow, he said we didn't ask for anything that big, he 

| 

| 

i planes could land, in case sometime during the break-up 


if somebody gets sick and during the freeze=-up, in a 


oar place like, he said there was no other place for those | 
27 | airplanes to land, so they asked for a small strip | 
28 | where small airplanes could land. He said I didn't | 
29 | ask for anything that big that time. | 
30 | He said long ago when they | 

| 
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asked for that the government refused first time, 
there would be no air strip in Old Crow, and anyway 
this ball field up there, the town, he said the 
people in Old Crow started to axe and shovel and every- 
thing and cut a strip there but it was too hard so 
thevynqudtteynyOugecans ti buisd an. atrportewith an axe and 
shovel. 

And once, theyslounds out pthat 
the government -- the oil companies started exploring 
this country and they wanted to put in a pipeline, he 
said the government sure went ahead and start spending 
monéynitosbuiddyanwairport. He said that last) winter 
he was working for the seismic line for oil company 


up here some place, and there were cutting seismic 





line and the bulldozer come following to clear the place out . 


and they had a place there where they made a heliport, 
the helicopters would land there, had a place there 
and the bulldozer went across and scrape everything 


there. 


They saw wires frozen into 
the ground there. And this heliport where they find 
this wire coming out of the ground, he said they went 
and told the boss that they saw this wire coming out 
of the ground and he said they were doing seismic 
survey, or exploding the ground anyway with dynamite 
and one day they went back there and had a look at it, 
and that thing explode, it was from dynamite left 
under the ground there from somepil company that worked 
there before. He said this was left there like that, 


and he said probably some other places left like that 


a ee 
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too. No one knows. 

They were hunting 18 mile up 
river here where Kenneth Nukon pera OWNS there all 
Winter, they trap with him and they hunt back in the 
hill and one valley there they saw some pipe was ere ee 
in the ground like that and there was a sign in the | 


middle of it that said "Danger; Keep Out". ‘Hesaid | 





he didn't see it himself but it happened that Stephen 


Frost and Georgie Moses were hunting around there, they 


| 
are the ones that saw 1t. : 

He said they would sure like | 
to find out why this thing was put "there ‘and *sagds) ta 
Sign was) put up and said "danger". Things’ like that 
have been left behind and without letting Old Crow 
people know anything about it, and then it's been found 
after rene! orlyconpany ert "the icotntny Mbut'thils ‘kind || 
of *things: the OlduCcrow people tdon' tidikey | 

MR. VEALE: Abraham,when the | 


airport was built, were Old Crow people sent out to 


Whitehorse and trained for jobs? 


| 
| 
THE INTERPRETER: When they : 
stanted “to “build the’ airpoxrevin "Old “Crow, “some .of ‘the | 

| 
boys volunteered to go to school for training in | 


Whitehorse to drive trucks. He said after they came | 
back he said everyone that had a job there to build and 
airport. And he said these boys are working in the | 
airport, he said, they go there they drive around, they | 
drive truck for good money, good piece of money, they | 


make a good piece of money in a short season, and 


Once they get paid, they got a big lump of money 
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1 in their pocket and feel happy but after no more JOD), 
2 the money is no more there in their pocket and those 
3 boys, they are not too happy after the money is gone. 
4 Well perhaps he says some other people want to come up 
5 to the mike and talk, and this is all he would like to’ 
6 | Say, and he would like to say thank you again. 
7 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
8 | Mr. Peters, thank you very much. 
9 
10 | (WITNESS ASIDE) 
a 
oy BERTHA ALLEN, Resumed: 
13,| 
14 | MRS. ALLEN: First I would -- 
15 my name is Bertha Allen. First, I would like to get | 
“M6: permission from the people of Old Crow to see if I can | 
17| Speak, and the reason I would like to speak is I was | 
18 | born and raised here in Old Crow, and I feel that -- I 
19 | feel that I should have my say on behalf of my grand- 
20 | mother, Myra Moses, whc is sick, and on behalf of 
a other members of my family who lives in Old Crow, so I 
a would like whoever is in charge to -- the chief, if he 
3 would ask the people if it's okay that I have my say. 
24 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well I 
Bl think gitws okay withseverybody,, isniteatvchief? 
26 | THE CHIEF: Yes. 
eal THE COMMISSIONER: I think you | 
rg | can go ahead, Mrs. Allen. | 
a MRS. ALLEN: Okay. Well I | 
30 | would like to start off, my grandmother couldn't make 
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| 
a it here, Myra Moses, she is presently sick at home and : 





2| She's asked me to speak on hey behavt, and -frrst ‘she : 
3| would like me to inform you about the medal that my | 
a grandfather got from the Queen, no King George, King | 
5 | George at that time. Just to show how generous the | 
| people of Old Crow were at that time, it was during | 
a the *secondsvorld war an w194), vi think “Chat my orand= 
S| father, you know is Peter Moses, and he was the longest. 
9 || reigning chief of “Old Crow. “He reigned for 18 years, 
! 
1 and then on two occasions through the Second, through | 
11} Ehe ma Beor my grandmother, . found Out ‘On two occasions 
port that while he was chief that he collected money to send! 
1a) Coy EnevoOrpnans;, Che ones ine England to theamounc, 2 | 
gh pwhnose days, 300, “in “the vamount of 300) something. In 
151 those days, that was a lot of money, and the money was 
aA Used> for corning or, the orphans. 
itr! On Fancher Occasion, he 
1 | collected money for the Soviet Union, who you know at | 
- that time the war was being fought against them, I | 
29 | think, if I remember my history correct, so I am sure | 
zu everybody knows this, I won't ask this to be inter- | 
fa preted? soe ll just in my own version, 1 would like | 
P| Peter*to Mnterpret what "i have*to say. : 
an [Ureelethat they people: of sOlcrs 
2) Crow should, you know they are so isolated that they | 
i don't get new information about other communities, | 
a other community hearings, what are the native people 
23! thinking’ in the®other communities.” Peter, if you | 


29 | will -- 
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i telling you about the town I live in, and it's a fast 

2 | developing town, and I would just like to point out a 

3 | few places, I mean a few points what development can 

4 | do in a community. I have lived in Inuvik for the Past | 

5 | 18 years, you know Inuvik started in '55, I thinks, and 

6 | at that time we all moved over, a few of us that were 

7 | on the trap lines decided to move over to Inuvik for 

8 | Summer employment. And when we first moved to Inuvik, 

5 | there was a lot of good berry picking area within 
‘ll walking distance. And now that development has moved 
11] insandythere* si allot off work? and’ there "'s- big? talk oF 
bh this pipeline being built, encouraging a lot of con- 
ce tractors moving up into the north, getting ready for 
14! the building of the pipeline. 

el Andwnow 1! find and®= vow "1 
| hear the complaints of a lot of the local women , that 
al know! these berry patches. There's big buildings put 
18 | on their berry patches and it seems that their berry 
call patchiispoettings further and ®further, away. .F Tt" s not 
el even within walking distance any more. There's roads 
yl being built around Inuvik too, and the dirt from the 
ol yoadaisPpkiti@ng the berries too. That's some of the 
03 points I would like to point out to you, what develop- 
ell mentucanndoetoea Town. 

25 | Now*2® come. back® to* OLd® Crow; 
oc I see across the river and I see up on the mountain 
onl where we use to pick berries. I see that they are 
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still undisturbed. I see the trees the same way they 


were when I left in '45. And I'm afraid if they ever 


decide to build a road or the pipeline up in your area, 
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all these things will get further and further away from, 


you. And I'm still on development and I would just 
like to go down to this southern part of Canada, where 
the southern Indians live. I would like to point out 
about the Kenora area in Ontario. 

As you all know, my sister 
Agnes, she used to live in Kenora and being an Indian, 
she was an eater of fish as the Indians of Kenora area 
were. So what happened there was a paper mill and 
other industries were all started up in these areas, 
They dumped all their garbage into the rivers and this 
contaminated the rivers and now the fish that live in 
the rivers are poisoned with mercury. And the Indians 
still eat this fish, and are now starting to feel the 
Sideweftfects: of, this. poisoning. a <f you, ieat, this men- 
cury poisoned fish,sometimes your eyes or your vision 
starts to get very poor, and your hair may fall. 
The government, the federal government knew about this 
mercury. poisoning in the Kenora..area,. but never 
bdhered to inform the people about it until the native 
organizations put pressure on them to make this public 
to the people. 

This is what the greediness 


of the white men will do, they will do anything to 


develop the country. These are just some of the things 


that I wanted to bring up on development for the time 
being. 

I would like to go onto the 
pipeline, about the seismic line and compare it to 


this big development. What will the pipeline do, like 


i 
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I did a program on the pipeline information program in 


Fort MacPherson and Inuvik, and some of these points 





I'm going to mention were things brought up to my atten 


tion by people I visited in their homes, and I would 


| 


like to bring it to yourTatrentionsk liedohhteknowion' ve 


never heard any of you so far bring up most of these 
things, and I would like you to think about it. These 
are ideas given by the other native people around 
MacPherson, Inuvik area. 

There's a comparison between 
the seismic line, which is a small operation and the 
native people have found out wherever they have blaste 
the creeks, and the -- the breeding beds of the fish 
have been destroyed. The fish have been destroyed, 
because they know these creeks and because they fished 
in these areas from time to time and they know the 
areasnwebl andttheyefindroutithat thewfishejustvdis- 
appeared after the seismic crew went past, and now 
they are asking if such a small operation as 
a seismic line should disrupt their way of life and 
their livelihood, what will a big project such as the 
pipeline do to us, that's a question they are asking 
themselves now. 

And another big question they 
are asking to the government, federal government and 
the oil companies, is what kind of compensation or 
guarantee will you give us if you put the pipeline 
through and you have chased away all our animals and 
we scan no longer use the land of ours to make our 


livelihood, what kind of guarantee is the 
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| 
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| 
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| 
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| 
| 
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1| government going to give the people if this 
2 | should happen? And that's about enough of that, so I 
S gooon toithesgdeakage of anpipeline}eandthasis 

















4 | another thing that people have talked about. 

5 They are asking the question 
6. about what kind of precautions is the companies going | 
7 to take if there should ever be a leakage, and I know 

S| that you don't have T.V. here and a lot of times’ the 

9 | receptionids)notagoed oni the radio, but,.in inuvik whepe! 

| 

10 | we have good communications and you watch the news on | 
1) T.V. and it's not too long ago we saw a film on -- in | 
12 Japan about an oil spillage. All this the government | 
13 is not going to tell you about. And when this tanker : 
14 leakage, it leaked out thousands and thousands of | 
13) gallons of, I think it waspimedyoid,-¢ Idmnote quite 
16 sure -- fuel oil, and I'm sure in your information 

17 | program you must have been informed that they have 

18 | equipment to collect the oil spillage if it should ever 
19 break; andttolitellt you therteuth,awatehingsthis f11m, | 
20 | that equipment they had to collect the oil in Japan | 
21) was useless. | 
22 | There's another guestion on that 
2 topic: What measures would the federd government or 
244) the oil companies take should this ever happen in the | 
25 | nornthi,k itrikheyabuiltyetpapelame, ands Tidls goxon..to a | 
ae few other things that other native people in other | 
| parts of, the north are thinking about. i 
28 | Like, this: Inquiry, you tell 

29 | this Inguiry about what kind of guidelines you would 

30°! like to see if a pipeline is ever built in the north, | 
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: it's us that should set the guidelines. Where I | 
2 come from, we are going to tell Judge Berger we want | 
31 some rules set down in camps, to be strictly enforced, : 
1 that these employees, there's going to be 800 men to 
5| each camp, and what will happen if they all decide to : 
6 | come into our communities? 
7 inv thewinuvikeareallike  £ | 
q told you, it's a fast developing town. We already see 
2 what could happen to a town should people come in whe : 
10 || are not residents and who don't act as visitors in our : 
11} towns. What we want to do is for them to stay in camp, | 
12 | and out they go after they serve their two weeks or | 
13 | three weeks they do, we don't want them hanging around | 
14) our towns to disrupt our way of life. | 
15 | I know that's being mean to do, 
16 | something like this, but there has to be some rules | 
17 laid down. And another thing, we want to put pressure 
18 : on the employers, people that employ workers. We are | 
19 going to tell Justice Berger that they should sign a 
20 | paper or document that they will promise a return 
ai | ticket to any of their workers should they get fired. | 
22 | We don't want them hanging around our towns. | 
23 It's on numerous occasions | 
oy we've had a few people, because of development in the | 
25 Inuvik area, got fired and they have been hanging | 
26 || around our towns and now we are stuck with thei, some | 
27 of the native people have to house them, and it's been 
ao provenstoo ~sthatethey ustickwaround, next thing they 
29 | know, they end up with one of the native girls and le 
| 


they think they have put in enough time in the north, sf] 
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next thing they know they are approaching the trappers' 
association for trapping licence. And another thing 
that we pointed out was you know, I don't know how 
much you know about unions. If the pipeline is ever 
butly, yousknow it's doing) tombe all the JObS 18? Going 
to be given to unions, unions of labour, unions of 
you name it, welders and all this. We are just think- 
ing of what kind of chance have the native people got 
for short term jobs on this pipeline. 

So what we are thinking to 
tell Judge Berger on unions is we know we can't get 


gebs, On a Oty om 4- vou navesgot, to be professional 


to build this pipeline, so only thing the native men 
are professional in is doing labour jobs, and even 
that, were not sure of because ther!’s unions down south | 
of labourers. What we want to do is set up a union | 
of native men and ask would they recognize this union 
and hire fromthis union only for labourers' jobs. 
peeinggreter scr tired, ‘lam | 
GeIng= Lo scune mine Up. “Do youywant;me: to finish Or to | 


hear more? 


tell you what we will do. While we are changing inter- 


| 
| 
| 
DHE COMMISSIONER: “Well. I via | 
| 
Prevcens, Weawllle Just StopmroL so. minutes and streton | 


Our legs. 


MRS. ALLEN: Okay. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 
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1 | 
| 
} (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
| 
i 
| | 
THE COMMISSIONER: We will : 
{j } 
| 
comer to) ordervagainseuMrin tSittichinli maybe you 


would come over here and act as our interpreter now. 


MRS. BERTHA ALLEN, | 
Resumed: 


MRS ALLENSeCIlestaliog6o& i6ts 
more to say on this tnaquiny chicgust, spoke €64acboeeoet 
people and they said they would like to hear it to the 
bisktermend; Oso Emigomngsto: Eintishtmy says 

I would like to go onto the 
social aspect of this pipeline. For example, when 
development came to Inuvik, that there was a lot of 
money flowing around by men from the south, and what 
happened, a lot of sad things happened in Inuvik in 
those days. A lot of times these men took off with 


these girls when they were still half drunk, and these 


girls found themselves in Edmonton a lot of times in 
hotel rooms. And they find out they are in their, hotel 
rooms by themselves and their boyfriend is nowhere to 


be found, he's gone, he's abandoned her. 


And it always ended up, a 
phone call home to their parents or a phone call to the 
social development and it ended up that they always | 
were brought home by social development. This is not 


going to improve if the pipeline and highways are 


built into our communities, it's only going to worsen. 
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A lot of times it will be ten times as bad, there's 





going to be lots of deaths found on the highways. 
And I'll go back to when the social workers came into 


the country. What they did was it all started by when 


| 
social development came into our country, that's when | 
we start bsing our pride. They made it easy for us to 
get assistance instead of going out to work, it was | 
easy to get social assistance, and what happened is a 
lot of us learned to depend on social assistance now. | 
What happened down south in | 


cases like this is say your children, your grandparents, 


your parents, you yourself, that's four generations, 





sometimes down south social problems so bad, all these | 
four generations learn to live on social assistance. | 
So what you have to be careful about is that you don't 
faim into, this lineyyou have: to Learn to ;getwyour 
pride back before you learn to live like the white 
people down south on social assistance, generation 
after generation. 

And then the social develcp- 
ment, they were the ones that told our youngsters, 
informed them of their rights. They told the girls 
if you are 18 and you can't get along with your mother 
and father, you are on your own, we will look aftex 
you. They were the ones that did that to the native 
peoples So thatisienougheof that..and) I 11 go.onmie 
something else. 

Another thing the people in 
the other settlements are worried about is witn people 


moving in for employment,. they will demand sports | 
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What I want to know is if 





1 hunting licence so therefore you must lay down the 
2 rules, who can be eligible. As you lnow, sports hunters | 
3h from south, they kill for the pleasure, not for sur- 
4 vival as the native peoples do. You should now think | 
5 about that and make some kind of rules that they Should | 
6 | follow and learn to enforce it. | 
7 And I would like to, you | 
8 | know the native people have always been criticized for | 
| being against development. I would just like to | 
“ point out a few places down south that I know are in 
Ba the same boat as we are fighting the government. You 
12 | know, the government don't usually listen to the people 
13 | Gea = bor ‘example in Toronto, cnere Sa’ parcror ! 
14 | that big city where the people in that little district | 
15 | don't want this airport built on there, because it is | 
16 good for farming. What happened is the government | 
17 | didn't listen to the people and got the airport | 
18 started, against the wishes of the people. | 
19 I would like to point out 
20 | where the people demanded ownership in Sable Island a 
_ few years ago, where they found oil the same as they 
2D found oil in our country, then the federal government, 
23 the provincial government start fighting over this 
24 | island, who it belongs to. And I don't know what | 
25 | happened to that, I didn't keep up with the new, it 
26 | just goes to show an example we're not the only people 
27 | in’ Canada+that's fighting for@our Tights. They-are all 
28 | out in the limelights trying to ear what is rightfully 


| 
| 
29 | © #heie si 
| 
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this pipeline is built against our wishes; another 
thing I would like to point out is we may, you know, 
we may -- this pipeline may be pushed upon us, but at 


least we be very vocal and tell the Berger Commission 


what we want, the rules we set down, the least we could| 


get out of this pipeline is set down some rules and 
guidelines that they have to follow, if there is 
nothing else. 

Another thing I would like 
to bring to your attention is on my way back from 


Edmonton the other day, I read a report by Dr. Otto 


Schaeffer, people around the Inuvik area know him very 


well. He works for the Northern Health Services, and 
there was a report°’on cancer” of the'Eskime’ people. I 
would" 1ike*to bring*tnateto your attention, "what 

deve fopment can dos to usz**Why*do’ you think’ a Tetwort 
us are dying of cancer? It's because of the testing 
of bombs and the fall~-out”of*the bombs and the~ fall= 
out fall on where the caribou breed. 

He says that the native 
people being eaters of wild meat, they seem to be 
getting more cancer amongst the native population in 
the north. And another thing he found out was a lot 
of native woman are dying of cancer of the womb and 
cancer of the breast. I'm sure that's going to be 
brought up and we want to know, what is the Northern 
Health going to do? What kind of a health program 


will, they do~for™ woman, say=the™2ew Of~ us™ that nnow 


about’ it we*go for pap smear “test, that's’ to see 1f we 


got cancer of The womb.” Wilil™ihey intorm the nacive 
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| woman in these communities about something like this? | 
2 | It goes to show that is what we sacrifice for develop- | 
a ment. | | 
4 And as you all know, in all | 
5 these northern towns, the biggest problem is the alcohol 
.| problem. We are caught between two cultures, the | 
7 Indian culture and the white culture, that's why the | 
| native people are mixed up now. I remember my growing | 
9 | up years in the Indian culture, taught to me by my | 
10 | grandparents, which was in those days sharing and 
LL cooperation amongst the people of the town. Now I see | 
12 | that the white culture is slowly sneaking into these | 
13] communities and the spirit is not the same as when I 
14 ! waS growing up, there's not too much sharing and 
15 | cooperation. .What I'm trying to get atvis. this is not | 
16 our lifestyle and you should learn to go back to the | 
17 | Old ways, which is much better in a town like this. ! 
18 | Another thing I'd like to say | 
19 | to the young people that's going to school now about the| 
oe | land claim. You all know if you ever make your land | 
on Claim with the government, if that's what you want, | 
22 you know that there's going to be money that comes from | 
92 royalties, that go out of the country, and if vou want | 
7 to handle that money in your own way and not pay some- | 
oe body from down south, you have to learn to handle that 
26 | money yourself and that means education for you young | 
at people. I know it's hard to stay away from home, I 
28 have that problem with our children too, but what you | 
>| people -- but what you children go through, you don't | 
know but it's a cultural shock when you leave home and 
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1| move into a bigger town and you soon get lonesome and 


ho 


want to go home. 
3 | ' What I want to say to you | 


young children is when you get depressed like this, 


PR oy 








5 | hold onto it for a while. Aim at something, a goal in 
6 your ylife /*what "you want to "be. / De "you wart ‘to “be “an 
wr! acountant 7? OLr®a secretary’, Varid *you"look "at Heard you 
: work towards it. Get over this culture shock and you 
0. will make “it if you are determined. “And what this 
10) needs is encouragement from you parents to help your 
a Children yet gthrough this "stage? SPt “you don "t'*do Cie 
~ nobody else is going to do it for you and then what | 
13)| will happen is you are forever paying consultants and | 
14 | lawyers, somebody from other countries drawing the 
1s | money away when you could do it yourself if you are 
eal determined to do it, you can do it, and I have faith 
ivypg im you -fyoul can do Tt A Vow tare “determined. 
18 in'“thas* "day and! *age, I ‘know 
La it's hard to be a parent, it's not easy like it was at | 
oa one time. I'm going through that experience. Another | 
ve Ghing too etiwant to bring? up, sou Know sr at wasn “tc | 
sil for the mission education system, I wouldn't be here 
ss expressing myself to you the way I am. I'm sure the | 
‘ad Commission have heard alot of complaints about the 
255i mission education system. I for one, and I have spoken | 
eel to many other faithful and happy students today who 
i are leaders because they went through this system. 
oe I know this is the only educational system that did 
2501 any work for! the>people of the*north, is the mission 
\{ 
30 | education system. That is the one and only, they taught 
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7 us Christianity which is sharing and cooperation with 
| 


your neighbour. 


Sid Another thing I would like to 
4) say to’ you, I was really happy ‘to’ Near one of the 
5 | speakers mentioning the"yes man. We have always been 
‘| the yes, yeS man, anything the government says to us 
7 i was always "yes". I know how friendly and generous 
3 you people of Old Crow are, but I must warn you, you 

| 
7 have «got! to 4leann Ato say no. sometimes to a lot of 
7 these “things “thatvaretrying  torbe toushed tonsyou. 
vy The way you go about learning to do this is when some- 
I thing comes up new, don't be so agreeable to it right 
Z| away. Youtell them we will think about it, and in the 
g! meantime you talk to other people P/éven Gm you nave’ sco 
a7 make long distance icalls to somewhere and get opinion 
é 6f Sther people, then you could decide if it’s good fan 


7 i US OF Is it not. If it's *net),Vlearnstoesay nos 
3h And these things I've spoken 
Qi to you about are experiences I lwe gone through. I 


a didn't come to the point where I am today to expres 


M 


! myself overnight, it took me 15 years before I'm able 
2 | to express myself openly and without fear. What I am 
,| a little disappointed with some of the women here is 
4} they are not coming out to speak. I know you can do 


a it if you try. Don't be shy, there's nobody will 


| 

oa chew you up. 
i | 

7 | You know, this Berger Commiss- 
| 

Q | ion is your last chance to tell the government 


3} how you feel about the pipeline and here's your oppor- 


| tunity. He's sitting there now, you tell him what you 
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think about the pipeline. . If you dont, =then tonever 


hold your peace, you had the chance. 


I would like to close off with) 


saying that you know, I would never ever want to see 
the people of the Northwest Territories be a stranger 
in their own country. I have seen too much of it down 
south in my travels. I see native people in other 
countries being strangers in their own place, even 
Close ho inivd kel won tecal Lioutsthe clei es.. sueces 
native people standing around and seeing these big 
developments going around them and they are standing 
around, don't know what's happening in their own 
ecountiva, jOcn St. let othe tehappens to. you. 

This is the biggest project 
I've ever heargof in this country, the Yukon. 
This 1s whe tisst Nearing what 1 know of In yihe. Yukon, 
nits fees Seat? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yeo nt. io, 


THE WITNESSS: . Community 


hearing, and that's the only community hearing you will 


have in the Yukon? 
THE COMMISSIONER: And White- 
horse. 


THE WITNESS: Whitehorse, I 


| 
| 


{ 
) 


mean that's a big one, but I would like to know if some 


body could answer my question, where is your Member of 
Parliament? This is a federal issue, where is he? 


I myself always like to get first hand information, I 


never like to get it second hand, even from the best of | 


informers that I have around, I always like to get 


first hand information. I think your,M.P.. snoula re 


{ 


| 


ig 
| 
| 








. ( 
ag to. esote o8: onal : btuow x At | 
| fepastte.s. ed { eptzosisxen fe : 





Awob aL: to: “Apa 00%, nove oved shi rane WO thes ab | 1a 7 
x90 SHE -elgqosq. ovissa 992 a | salevend (ym mi #19808 t 
neve 4soulg, awo- abotg, mt exopastte, pabed: -aetasauoo 
9a I) Bait odd duo. His 4! Ow Xe dkyuar ot e20ln 
pra seer? paises | Bee bavors paibanse efgoog. lll 
pnibaste sis yeds bas meds bavoxs eniog, asagnqotoval " ‘i 
cwo tledt at paineqgsd e'dedw woud otaob. vbrusoe 
MON OF. aeqqen, toads dee Haod eerie pes 


gascorg teeppid edt ei, einT. Ah idle ihn Sty Neh Owe , ar 
mom orig aa adrld mt Adpused pene ov't a. 
noAWY edt ak to wood I ged? patised tagta oe aint bes 


_ Ste ak 
















.ad gi ao¥ sARMole2iMMop. aHT, 
YI La MMOO -eeeaNTIW SHT 
1 Lt iw uoy. yoann yo i auameoo ea per orl eliedy “bas dpatsaed. 


7 Saoaue ond nk ved 


me > co fort ‘ 2AGMOLZELMMOD BHT, iy Rael lt an 
hoe sexorastai seeaumra PRR! outdo aed, Medal: 


rome tk. work Hoo ott bLuow, x god) ono. pid (samt asem | i 
| to “zedmem, asoy, et sueriw: snoideoup Nm -xowens, Bllvoo ybod ry 
| Tet et exodw youeel Texebet Bb at eiaT ‘Sgnemetizat 
t ysotssmsoial bast Jett a0e od oALt eyswis Rfoeym x it 
40 gaad edt mort, “m9ve- Dred h 10" S (3 sep 09 edit even 

gop 02 oth t eyswile a; aan ames | 0% ak 





| 


1451 
Mes. By. PAT Len 


A EWEST (RIE POR TING EeTies 








BURNASY 2. B.C. 
i here getting first hand information, not second class. 

2 | You know, I observe a lot, I 

‘a look around me and I talk to people, and I'm convinced : 

| ( 
4| that the best place for you people, and I wish you would 
$ | think about it, is we have better programs in the North+ 
6 | west Territories and I find that Whitehorse look at | 
7 i Old Crow as if you don't: Gkisiaevour Mes Ietind out | 
7 hasn't been around since the last election after a lot | 
9 | o£ promiseshto you'..)Se whaty limi trying to<get\ateuis; : 
10, Ttdonitiknow, what youtdilythinkwabout ityebut.d have | 
11) spoken to a few people. This is not going to be the 
12! first time that ever happened. We decreed and we i 
13) act Lom the Northwest Terr tcormec mthink aboutmjoun— | 
ee ing ttheaNorthwest Territories.» You're much) closer, | 
5 | we have got a lot more things in common. I know the | 
We Yukon government's not going to approve of that, they 
oh a like to have your number. We say all you are to them 
ve is: a number, so okay thats allad* havesto say anda 
; | 

1s) hope what I missed I will pass it on to somebody, | 
ve hopetudivye they will bring 1t up and not be afraid. | 
21} THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, | 
5G Mrs.o Allen. | 
| THE INTERPRETER: I don't Know) 
a whetner to translate thes lace te pagtyorers | 
ae, MRG. ALLEN: Yes, cell them, | 
se THE COMMISSIONER: I think | 
| yous should translate at, sit'sawhatyMrs. Allen}said. | 
ait THEe INTERPRETER Aly right. 
5 

30 | (WITNESS ASIDE) 
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| DR. WILLIAM IRVING, Sworn : 

2 | | 

| 

3 ; THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Veale, 

‘| I understand that this witness has to return to camp 

5 | tonight,” isithat: right? 

e MR. VEALE se Wes sithatis correct. 

7 THE COMMISSIONER:) Mr . | 

7 Sittichinli has been doing a yeoman's service here. 

9 | Is it possible for this witness to give his evidence in, 
10. its entirety, and it Teel inte ieee and then trans- | 
11! lated tomorrow? Does that, or would you rather it be | 
12 translated as we go along? Whatever suits you -- : 
13 THE INTERPRETER ell Gh init | 
14) cant dora. 
ies. THE; COMMISS TONER: % Well I 
16! would just like to hear what Mr. Veale has to Say about 
| Litt 
13 | MR. VEALE: Well I discussed 
| this with the chief, Judge, and he felt it should be 
ptt translated as we go. | 
a THE COMMISSIONER: All right, 
ma Wet Ismdoitithat way. We could certainly have a == | 
03 give you a break, though Jim, if you wish. | 
At . THEASINTERPRETER: No that's | 
25; alimrighnt,) go anead. | 
ll MR.= VEALE: “'l understand your | 
a7 | name is Dr. William Irving, and you are with the 
| Department of Anthropology at the University of : 
29 | Toronto, and that you're a professor of anthropology? | 
so THE: WITNESS; .Yes, that's right. 
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| 
1| MR& VEALES@) Dr. “LEving, ewourd 











2 | you tell Judge Berger and the people what your epseetive 
3 | is from an anthropological point of view? | 
4 THE WETNESS: °)It isseasilest ) 
\| 
5 | for me to begin in a somewhat narrative fashion and 
il } 
6 say that I came here in 1965 looking for'’some “part cf 
vi bhepieucheuxiterratory in which © could@relaterthe 
g | information that I get from the old people, the ethni- 
7 graphic information, to the information that*I -get | 
20 | from archaeological remains about pre-historic times. | 
| 
1li| When I arrived here, I found | 
12) that the Old Crow region was ideally suited to the kind 
= of work that I wished to do. There were people with a | 
V4 great deal of knowledge about the early days and there 
a were some excellent archaedogical sites, old camps 
| 
16 | where people had lived nearby. The following year in 
a 1966, I came here with several other people from the 
18 National Museum and together with some men from Old : 
o) Crow, we began digging at the site that is called : 
50 | Klo-Kut , about 6 miles up the river from here. | 
ae THE COMMISSIONER: That is at | 


| 
: the Porcupine? 

24] THEWWITNESSs *Just up the 
| Porcupine River from here, yes. 
35) During that year and the year 
1968 when Dr. Morlan was excavating there, we between 
us have discovered or established that the site of 

28 | Klo-Kut was occupied over a period of more than 1,000 
29 | years.)lisecannot bevexact. aboutinthe time*when *Lt “was 


| last occupied or used by Loucheux people, but I think 


presootdo oY a algo 

















7 : — 


2 “i ie ae 





oft ateles! sence inate ra poskebhe: a a 
-kndie ect sstgoag) Bite edt mom tow Titer otasoaobat 
top dens notseurso2mi, odd ot ‘cae enatek apie ‘ 
amomhs: oktosa isang suode antanox nod O. | 





- a 


~ bavor tr yetony pevixis. r esi ri ei ae ‘© ye erat teed 
\ bat grit eo betive wilsabt enw nokvey, word BLO ond sed 
ie aisiw elqosq: erew etedt eb oF bereiw 1. ted3 Axow to af 
otodd bas aysb yises edt ‘suode. epbelwond to fash gore yb 
. emo bio sicbiciaiadl tspipofesdoxs tH9i20x9 emoe Tew | vat 

oo whd. tex priwottot, ait ci eee ‘bovid: fed squad iexediw | 
‘ont mort sigosy xorldo Lexevea dtiw sed eS i sents a a 









BLO most nam emoe djiw aefltepos bas museum Inagiisy het 
petiag. gi teds, esha artst ‘de, , ipe ; brea Ss yWOTD 7 us 
| | -px9K mou? revit on our soLia a suds, nanan | Gs 
f te) ak se sAHOT2eTMMOD at | ie rae ain Nes 
| :” pale " be Galatea vowed 7 We i 4 $e Seniquoxot orld ra i Se 
| Sas Qu taut (Bas aI SEE bitin yee vehi ¥ Obes eel hes | 
. i on ‘ we her Ay cp “4B OVI sexed ot xovil c qustod is 4 KS 
169Y ony bas 180y, ses vase “anim ae 2. ; pels ite’ ' . 





cease sepia t wie . 


=) 
CC a eee 




















1454 


AL HNEET REREPT) Noy ure: Drs "We Irving | 

1| that that was about 1900, and I'm.sure that there are 

2| people in this room who can be more precise about it 

a than I can. | 

4 | THE INTERPRETER: Last use was_ 

5 | 1900? 

- THE COMMISSIONER: It was | 

7: Occupied by Loucheux people for a thousand years perolet 

3 | 1900, is that it? | 

9 | THE WITNESS: That's it. | 
al One interesting and possibly | 
n significant piece of evidence comes from a fireplace, | 
12! a pile of ashes at one part of the site and in the top | 
13) of the pile of ashes we recovered a jack-knife and in | 
yay the bottom of the same pile of ashes, and apparently | 

i 
ce just a little bit older, there were pieces of chipped 
be flint from making flint arrows. 
17 Evidence and information of : 
18 | this tkind, helps: to, support,.the ,reports,.of old. people | 
19 | that the site was used for as long as anyone can | 
Al remember and up until relatively recent times. | 
oak MR. VEALE: Dr. Irving, could | 
| you elaborate on the evidence that establishes a 
aa direct connection between the remains at Klo-kut and ae 
24, modern day people at Old Crow? | 
she THE, WLENESS silt is ditticule | 
oo to point to evidence that will show that specific | 
el individuals or people whose grandfathers or great- | 
>| grandfathers occupied any payticulay Site .watoany, | 
29 | particular time, but what we can do-is: point tothe | 
a pattern of land use and match that with the information, 
| 
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Dr. W. Irving 


that we get from old people, and when the pattern of 
land use indicated by the archaeology fits with the 
pattern of land use indicated by the old people, then | 
we think that we have evidence for continuous use of 


that piece of land. 


THE COMMISSIONER: By the 


Same people? 

THE WITNESS: By the same 
people. 

MR VEALES “Dr irving, could 
you tell us the pattern of land use that your investi- 


| 


gations have revealed? 
| 


THE WITNESS: The work carried 
on by myself and my colleagues can be summarized, the 
work relating to the late pre-historic period, the 
period of the last presumably a thousand years, can be 
summarized by reviewing the annual cycle of activities. 
On the one hand as it's shown by archaeological remains | 
and on the other hand as it's shown by an ethnigraphic 
reconstructioné O11 wadl* attempt*te®review this’ very 


gquaekly. 


THE COMMISSIONER: *Well, take 
your time, Mr. Irving, we*Ve"qor*lets vor’ time -mere and 
we are anxious that -- and I'm sure these people are 
anxPous®teshave Vyou"terl *cne*rult story, “so” == 

THE WLINESS?* I should” point 
out that we are still encased in research and the story 
is not complete, but I will give you the story as best 
I can at this point *in*time. | 
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ethnigraphic information, and by this I mean simply the 


information that I get Boge eet and other stu- 


dents of ethnology in other parts 









£ the Loucheux 
territory. In’ the spring; according) tcs¢hese \ethni= 
graphic reconstructions that’ we make; *many cs. 
Vunta Kutchin and possibly other Kutchin, a Louchec 
people as well, would gather along the Porcupine Ri 
to intercept the caribou as they migrated north and 
west to the calving grounds. 

During the course of the 
summer, apparently the people engaged in various acti- 
vities, hunting water fowl, fishing and preparing for 
the fall caribou hunt. We have not very much system= 
atic information and I'm led to believe that people 
did a great number of different subsistence activities 
during the summer. 

Duringethe wads, manyeor fine 
people, if not all, would gather in large organized 
groups at caribou fences, most of them Situated along 
the north side of the flats. This still -- north and 
aaet Weide of “Old Grow Flats, and thas set! (by setani- 
graphic report, that is report of the old people. 


According. to some reports, 


several young men would be assigned the task of repair-| 


ing the caribou fences and would spend as much of the 
latter part of the summer doing this. They would, 
the people then would gather at the caruboustences 
about the time of the fall migration and retrieve the 
lances, bows and arrows, snares and other implements 


used in connection with the fall hunt ftom caches that 
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1| were placed beside the caribou fence, and this on the 

i 








| 
| 
2) instruction of their chief or a leader or owner of the 
3! fence. With good luck they would secure enough meat | 
| from the fall migration, from the fall hunt, to last | 
5 | through the greater part of the winter. It Might, how= 
6 | ever, be necessary for the people to move to other | 
7 places looking either for wintering caribou or for fish 
3 | holes or some sort of alternative source of food. | 
| 
a Now, with apologies to the | 
10 old people who I have been attempting to quote, I'll | 
11 turn to the archaeological evidence and go back to the | 
A Site of Klo-Kut, which I talked about earlier. At | 
13) Klo-Kut , the implements that we find are mostly related 
14: to the taking care of caribou meat, and to hunting, and 
15 | the bones of the animals that have been found there | 
“ are.in such -- well they are the bones of animals that | 
17 i were killed in the springYof yeareeetThiseconfarmsethe | 
18! use ofethat -particularesitejduning therspring+caribou 
19 | migration. 
— At Klo=Kut» I should mention ! 
\ 
aa that we have excavated there about 7,500 cubic feet | 
22 | of occupation material, and this represents less than | 
| for a guess, less than half a percent of the total | 
Ai material yet to be dug ups | 
aim | How do you say that in Lou- | 
26 | cheux? | 
ail THE COMMISSIONER: We will | 
be! find out. | 


THE WITNESS: We have dug ~-- 


30 | THE INTERPRETER: You have 
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| 
Bi dug 4oudceethat much? : 
2 | THE WITNESS: I mention that | 
3 | to illustrate, to show that the site Klo-Kut in parti- | 
4) cular is a very large and very important one. | 
5 | INnere are olher satesmthat | 
6! are, Similar along the Porcupine River, one for example | 
| 
7) at Rat Indian Creek which -we have not dug very much of, 
: butwitls.a similar site but a; little. smaller. | 
9 | Now, we have looked for sites | 
10 that were occupied during the summer and for example a 
11 | Crow ee Sake the Porcupine River, we have one | 
re very little of these. I thnk that perhaps is -- | 
ce. THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, | 
sel Mr. Irving. Would you mind repeating the thought you | 
15 | have just begun to express? I was still looking at ae 
17 THE WITNESS: We have looked 
‘eal for sites, archaeological sites to represent the summer | 
T 
19 activities of the Vunta Kutchin. These are not easy | 
ae to find, I think prhaps partly this is because people | 
21 lived in small groups during the summer, but this is | 
ane just my guess and it may be something we will find out | 
sal Morven aboutwlater on: | 
ae What we have found, and what | 
25 | is extremely interesting to scientists and I think to | 
oA others as well is the sites of many of the caribou | 
a fences used in the fall. Now, these were first indi- | 
2g | cated to us by Old Crow people and then during the | 
29 || time when there was a great deal of survey going on, 
bal with respect ‘to environmentaljimpacty studies, several 
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1 | of these fences were reported and we began to ‘locate | 
Z| them. | 

3 | These caribou fences are one | 

\ 

4 | of the things that the people working with me are con- 

5 | centrating on this summer, and we have just today 

6 | finished mapping in detail the fourth caribou fence | 
7 thabiwehavemlocated ieand weihope either this; yeanzou | 

3| nese .6aMncto cmapierour, fa tarleast tiour corhersa lei nese are | 
o | Onmchegnorth side of the flats at the usually, avicne | 
19 | edge of timber where the mountain valleys lead out Se: 
ML the flats, and some of them are along the east side. | 
12 | NOWin Gnesevearesquite impressivy 
13) structures when you see them from the air, they are even 
14'| more impresSive when you see them on the ground. They | 
15) ~- well I have here a photograph taken from the air | 
16 | which I would perhaps show the Berger Commission. | 
ee THE \COMMISSIONER soy The fcarni- 
tal bou I take it, are driven into the open end of the 
19 fence and then trapped inside, is that the way it | 
50 | works? 
#1 THE HWITNESS?: cain general, ye. 
22 | The epocketeon)}thehconnakspart lofhthe fence isaprovided | 
>| With lsnaressthateere!heldwinhdace firmly and it's built, 
a | of a fence that's usually about five torsix feet»high | 
ao as nearly as we can reconstruct it, made of logs. The | 
26 wings of the fence, which guide the caribou into the | 
I corral or the pocket, may be up to three miles in ! 
be length. I suspect they may have been longer, but they 


x9 | are pretty hard to recognize when they get out toward | 
| the end. The whole construction entals quite a lot | 
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a of highly organized labour, and to my mind, it confirms 
2 the impression I get that there's a high degree of 

3 Organization and planning in the exploitation of the 

4 | country by the late pre-historic and early historic 

5 people. 

6 | THE COMMISSIONER: Before you | 
1 translate, maybe while Mr. Sittichinli is explaining 
| this, I could pass this around the room, would that be 
7 eabkl saight.? | 


eert| THE WITNESS: Please do. 





THE COMMISSIONER: You might 


ies just pass it along. Cary on. | 
13) THE .WEINESS +. ,AS nearly vas I, 7 
rhe can tell at present, each fence would support perhaps 
1S) 8 to 12, perhaps a few more families. I may be able 


Oe -- we may be able to say something more definite about 


i this when we have completed the study of some of the : 
‘ial winter villages that we have found near the fences. | 
| THLSELS Iconsistent with thesstatements of 7 for example, | 
29 | Big Joe Kickavichik(?) who lived when he was a boy at | 
21 | the Thomas Creek fence, and he can recall the names, | 
52 | or could recall the names of I think eight heads of 


I families who lived there with hm. 


tno 
w 


| 

| 

Did i THE INTERPRETER: How many 
| 


251i families? | 
ae || THE WITNESS: Eight. 


27 || THE INTE RRRE TE Pc ok Cit ¢ 


29 | THE WITNESS: Yes. 
29 | While I am talking about the 
30 | Thomas Creek fence, it's interesting that Big Joe 


a 
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recalls that the fence went out of Operation the year 
after repeating rifles were purchased from the whalers 
at Herschel Island, and the whalers first began winter- 
ing at Herschel Island in 1895, which matches well with 
Big Joe's memory of the event. 

fshouic™-mention that BYro-Joe 
Kickavichik is the father of the present chief of Old | 
Crow, John Joe Kaye, and to indicate continuity with | 
the recent past, I have been told that Big Joe's father 
is buried on the ridge over at Black Fox Creek, where | 
I have seen his grave. : 


THE -COMMISSLONER: “De thinkie 


should say for the record that Professor Irving has 





Just pointed out on the map the locations of two of the 
caribou fences, as'well as location of Black Fox 
Ridge. Black Fox Ridge is “unmarked "on the map, it's? an 
exhibit in the proceedings. 

The two fences were on the, 
escent tally sor tlie “north "side™“or Ora Crow Fiats. = 
hope T’am ‘Yight in saying that. 


EW ENE Sos eS. 


| 

| 
THE 'COMMESSZTONER? I have 
forgotten, Professor Irving, were those fences used | 
to intercept the migration from the coast in the fall, | 
orm tothe’ ‘coast in the’ spring,” or both? | 
THe WLtNEoOo. FOr "che wos. i 


part fron the coast inthe fall. Now, other caribou 


fences were built for use during the winter in the 


event that caribou should winter in the region, which 


they do from time to time. But these fences, which I 
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think aré probably the most important ones, were 
| 





designed for use in the fall. ! 
Tt COMMISSIONER: That ehoes-s| 
| 
graph that's being passed around, that's a present day | 
air, photograph, 1 take wes | 
THE WITNES: That was made in | 
TOO “yes. | 
THE COMMISSIONER: And in that 
photograph, I take it we see the remains of the posts | 
that were used, is thatewhat ‘welobserve from the lair? 
THE WITNESS: That's what we | 
see from the air, the logsad the stakes. 
THE COMMISSIONER: And how | 
many, how many posts or stakes would have been used to 
construct the fence that we see in that photograph? 
THE “WITNESS ee LUnfortunately 
that's not one that we have mapped in detail yet. 
F-Gan give * rough’ dimensions and the pocket part of the | 
fence varies from a quarter Oflaemile totaboutpnalitpa | 
milterin@length, thattS*j ust the place where the eee 
took place. The fence around the pocket was up to, | 
it was between five and six feet high, and pretty much | 
sov@d- logs from top+tO™boettom,either as pickets or as | 
horizontal logs. There is some variation in the style 
of construction. That's as close as I can give to the 
estimated number of logs, I would have to go back and | 
do some counting, I guess. 
THE COMMISSIONER: And you 


said that the wings where the collection of the caribou 


takes@place* == 





meson sai 


ee 


| ‘todd, itt bak. raavoxzamamop, ar ee fast nian ma “gat Pam 


a ee 





















a! es ih with 


ia 


ab obsm eew. aaa a uae ve mt Ne Bae | 
SOMA ee ha tel af ie e Ma ne sou sored 
edeoq td 30. enismor eda 992 ow 3h edn, lane 
tris ods mot Tht ow 9 deci adh bk aia wean | 
ew jedw a'dsdT :@eaurIw aur rte aed te dope leorally 
’ 290X632, pas, bos soot ons . xis ont mou} ose 
wod BoA, sAIMQTSSIMMOD, BHT), ; ites a le Re 
ot Dey aged eved. bluow iain 10 24904, yoo woe \ yes 1 
sgstposedq tenis mt eae ow. Pryen epaot ont Jouazenge 
| Yoessaustoi ay 3 CRS TIW snr Let ae ees butt 
toy Listed mi beqesm ved, ow teas: ano ree e' dads 
edt io tisq tertoog ed3 Sms enokenomih dguox evi ngD +f 
8 nied auods o3 slim 6 te xed18up s ‘into, anit eons? 
ealisne siaaadl e'neriw epelgq ert saut = teil ipa, nia ottm a) 
yaa qu ssw Jexveq edt payors song ont -s06lq 400d 
Loum vison bas, vdpba dee? xe: bas ovit neowsed aaw ti ay 
26. 10, etedpkg ) xadd.beymoxsod oo qos saad) apol bhloe My 
slyta end me aokvectey emo, ek sued? , aapol, an 
eit of ovip 69 Bs seotd ap et aenr nok ou%%e te 
bis x2sd, oe er oved ‘ LyOW sh al to xed, Sesoniiee 





AGLLWEST REPORTING LID, 


1463 


Diy, We. Irving 


— 


BURNABY 2. FB 2G. 


ho 





te» 











THE WITNESS: Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: -=- to be 
funnelled into the pocket -- 

THE WITNESS: uxYes 

THE COMMISSIONER:  -- those 
were how wide? 

THE WITNESS: Well in length 
they range up to, I would think about three miles, and 
in width from -- well they are rather complicated in 
their arrangement because there may be three or four 
different wings, so that the measure of dispersion is 
Spread between the widest ones, could be misleading. 
But something on the order of a couple of miles across 
between any paths, is not out of line. 

THE COMMISSIONER: A witness 
yesterday, an older woman, discussed caribou fences, 
she called them caribou corrals, that may be a more 
accurate description. 

THE WITNESS: I think perhaps 
Leis, yes, yes, I think soy 

THE COMMISSIONER: « Well, do 
you want to translate this little conversation and -- 
as best you can? Epamesorry . 

THE SINTERPRETERS+ Lyseensone 
bui be, ihow-it wssbuille. I seen one at Rat River and one 
at Driftwood, at the Driftwood River. I seen how it 
was built. o)The-one}1. seens,at Driftwood, it was still 
pretty good. 

THE SWLITNESS: . Ithavengot te 


talketooyouelatern. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: He has got to! 








1 

2 | will talk to you. The interesting thing is that those. 
‘ structures may well be the greater in extent than any 
4 | structures, than any man-made structures that have been 
S| built in the last 25 years north of the 60th parallel. ! 
6 | THE WITNESS: I wouldn't be : 
4 Surprised, I wouldn't be surprised. 

g | I would like to point out that 
| there is some indication that the construction of these: 
19) fences goes well back into pre-historic times, it's not 
11 just a phenomena of the late 19th century, because some 
12 of the logs that have been used in the construction of | 
3) them have been clearly cut with a stone axe rather tna 
ei) a metal axe, and this is pretty easy to see if the 

13: evidence is here, some of them. Most of the fences 
sat were repaired with metal axes right up until their 

Ly; final abandonment, so most of the logs will look as 
3! though they were cut with metal axes. Some apparently 
Ts were cut with stone axes, or stone edges. | 
205 THE COMMISSIONER: Just one 
21) last question on my part, about how many caribou would | 
a likely have been trapped or snared in one of those : 
| corrals? Is there any way of telling, or -- | 
24 THE WITNESS: At any one time, ! 
25. I would -- I can't make a calculated estimate, I can | 
26 | just guess that it might be, anywhere. from 20 to 50, | 
| 75. It might well have been more. | 
al THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. | 
26 | THE WITNESS: But until we | 
30 | have completed our architectural drawings of these | 
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things and analyzed them and talked more fee some | 
people who may recall something about them, it would be! 
risky to hazard any more precise estimate. | 

MR.) VEALE ?y 9 Dis i Irving;+ maybe 
you could tell us how you determine the age of parti- 
Gularnartifact onwfence? 

THE WITNESS: . Telling how oid 
something is is one of the most difficult things that 
anoarchaeologisthhassto tryetoodoe,fands thenel are severa. 
ways Of going at it. You can sometimes tell that 
one thing is older than another thing, if it rests in a' 
layer that is underneath the layer of mud, Say, that | 
was dropped later. You know that the bottom one is 
Older than the top one. 

At the site of Klo-kut every 
so often during the spring there's an ice jam and a 
flood, and the flood brings a layer of silt down on top. 
of the site, and then perhaps 20 or 30 or 50 years 
later, another layer comes in and it stacks up like | 
that, and we came along and dug down through the layers, 
and we know that the bottom one is the oldest. Well, | 
there are other tricks formteliimgshow old: sucht things | 
asesmand one ofmthemads: astrickethatetecan 'tGexpiaan | 
very well because I, don't do it, I just collect the 
material and send it to a lab where they measure it. 

Now, this -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Is this | 
carbon dating? 

THE WITNESS:,..This. is.radio 


carbon dating, yes. 
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1 THE COMMISSIONER: I don't | 
2] think I could understand that. ‘Well take us -- | 
3 THE WEEN Bs sews PP PChermre sr will 
4 | try *to*exp lain i, "sin, “9Theshiging material, whether | 
| wood or bone, when it stops living, it starts éhanging, | 
6 getting broken down and rotten and so on and so forth, | 


~J 


and it is possible sometimes to measure how much it has' 


(O 


Ghanged ‘and frgqure“eut'how “old Pe is vou %ean -do Sthvs 
Oe especialy with charcoal from wood fires. Well we had 


uo this done at Klo-Kut in the lowest layers that we dug 


ae out, which are not the lowest layers in that place. 


ee There are older ones yet that we haven't got to, and 
13; the middle ones and we have got some idea of how old 
14 | most of the layers are that we have dug up, down to 
i.) about four feet, four and a half feet down in the 

16 ground. 


i! MR. VEALE: Dr. Irving, there 


18 | are other dates that have been mentioned, 30,000 years, | 
i! | 
19} andeLoy;o000'“vears “Could *youSjust tie’ thosé vin with : 
20)| the research you have been doing, and what those dates | 
apply +to? | 


| THE WITNESS: I shall try not 
{ 

| 

| to spend the same amount of time on the 30,000 years 

| 


34) that I have spent on the last hundred and fifty, | 
25 | proportionally: 
26 | Well while we were working at | 
27 Klo-Kut in 1966, paleontologists from the National Musewr 
23) Richard Harrington, was working collecting fossii | 
291 bones from Crow River, and I'm sure that everyone here | 


30) | knows about the magnificent vertebrate fossils that | 


aa e | | 
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iA come out in great quantities from Crow Flats, the ele- 
2 || phant bones and the giant beaver and the camel and the 
3) horse, and a list of about 20 or 22 different large 
| animals, most of them now extinct. | 
5 | Anyway, Dick Harrington was | 
6 making collections of these and among the bones that | 
a he collected, he noticed some that looked to him like ! 
} | 
8 tools, they had been made into something, and he brought 
a them to me to talk about them, because I was working | 
19 close by at the time. Well, these bone implements 
Li weres found»togetheriwithi bones: of ‘elephants, thatwais 
12) mammoth, and the question arose, was there any es, 
13 | ion between them? Well, we got to looking at the | 
lal, Mammoth bones and apparently they had been made into | 
15) tools, and one thing led to another and we got the | 
F 
16 | radiojcarbon:datesson these thingssofabetweennzZ5yand | 
17 | 610,000 yearsnoid. | 
13] Well now that was kind of | 
19) interesting, because there really isn't very much in | 
2 | the way of direct evidence for early man anywhere in | 
21) the Western Hemisphere that old, except at Old Crow. | 
22 | Welltthisebrancheof researchuhas attracted considerable 
231 attention and it is one of the reasons why there are | 
24 | so many people camped out, and so many people camped | 
25 | with us this summer, people trying to figure out the | 
26} history of the environment of the Old Crow region, | 
27 | which is preserved in an almost unique series of lake 
oe and river in sediments, baked in river deposits. These. 


old bones are preserved and old logs and trees and 


flowers and beatles and all sorts of things. And these 
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can be studied effectively so that we can learn how 





fh 


the country, the countryside and the climate have 


MR. VEALE: There's also, I 





| 

| 

! 
I Changed over the course of several thousand years. 

| 

| 
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5 understand, a site called Old Chief Site. Could you | 

6 | Geri Uswabout that o.ce- | 

7 THE WITNESS: The site at : 

7 Old Chief Creek is still being excavated so that I can | 

7 only give a -- well I can say something about what we | 

io are doing and looking for there. It"s a couple of | 
My miles up the Porcupine River from Klo-Kut and it was | 
i 

12 | first noticed as a couple of deep depressions in the | 
13) ground, which we then started to look into and these | 
14 | have turned out to be underground houses. And this | 
eo is very interesting because these are the first under- | 
Le ground houses we have found in this part of the Yukon | 
a that el “Car tirlnk "OL. | 
13 | The picture is not all that | 
19 | simple, however, because the houses were used at least : 
20 | twice and possibly three times, and people camped on 
31] that terrace and that river bank before the houses oe: 
22 bulie, you can tell this from the way the layers “stack | 
23 up in the ground ‘and the way the dirt that they Nave | 
24 flung out of the house is mixed in with older tools and 
58 like that. So the work there goes pretty slowly, and | 
26 | perhaps by this time two years from now, I can tell ee 
27) I can answer your question a Tittle more effectively. | 
38 | But we do have one radio carbor 
29 | date from one floor in one of those houses and that is | 
30. about AD. 100; and thats reatly wbour all 2 “can say, | 
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There are a few things to look at there, but not much 


that I can say very much about. 

MR. VEALE: Just a short 
question. You mentioned Vunta Kutchin and Loucheux. 
Could you explain whether those are similar words or 
just explain the difference? 

THE WITNESS: I know just 
enough cf linguistics to get myself into trouble. 


When I used the term Vunta Kutchin, I think I have 


tried to use it as the Kutchin people use it, to refer 
to the people of the Old Crow Flats region who may have 


gone other places too, but the Old Crow Flats with all 


its lakes is the place of the Vunta Kutchin, is that 


right? 


Well the term Loucheux is -- 


THE INTERPRETER: I don't 


know, I was going to ask you one question too. 


THE) WITNESS: L- think? the texm 
Loucheux was applied to all speakers of Kutchin lang- 
uage, and it's a term of French origin, and so Loucheu 


and Kutchin are, for most purposes, pretty much inter- 


changeable words. 


Drs YW. Leving 
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1 All the way cae 
2 || to Arctic Village and maybe beyond. Pretty much the ! 
3 | same, a little anreene I'm told, but pretty much the 
4 same language. 
5 | THE, COMMISSIONER: « And asifar 
6 | as Arctic Red River to the east? 
7 THEMWLUINESS:; Sil athanks so, but | 
g : I -- | 
9 | THE INTERPRETER: That's | 
10 | photon rube, jKutchawkutchin. 
all | 
\ | 
12! THE WITNESS: Yes. I'm get- | 
13) ting beyond my scope. | 
14 THE, INTERPRETER: wKutcha | 
|| Kutchin. | 
16 MR OVEADE taal Wall eask ans 
L7 | other question. Maybe you could tell the Inquiry about 
1a| your experience with the winter road of 1970 in 
19 Klos iat 2 
mail THEeWLINESS :4.Well,-L sdo“uso 
21 | withpene help ,of .-~ jor having consulted with some.of | 
32 | thespeoplesinsOldsCrow., slmglI69;..0 think it was, | 
a) we learned that there was to be a winter road, that : 
vial would come into the Crow Flats area to make seismic | 
On it WOLK possible, and abawas concerned about the safety | 
ei of the archaeological site, Klo-Kut that I have said | 
27! guite a bit about already, so I saw the appropriate | 
et authorities in Whitehorse and indicated the site on | 
29 | the map and got their willing agreépibiie to.divert the | 
sail road.around sethe site. ~-SosaL-went back to I guess it o 
| 


ee ent i eli. 
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Toronto at that time and returned in the spring to find 


that the road had gone right across the middle of the 
Site and torn it up quite seriously. | 

Well I had no reason to quest- 
ion the good faith of the people with whom I had talked 
and I wondered what had happened, and I asked people 
in the village and at least one person had gone out to | 
give directions to the advancing winter road and the | 
bulldozer operators who were pushing it through, and 
suggested that they cross at one place as had been 
agreed and which was indicated on my map. This were 
happen. The road, the site is not destroyed completely | 
but it is seriously damaged and there's some kinds of | 
study that just can't be carried out there because of 
this destruction. And the main reason that I would like 
GCOuUbringethis up is that incidental to any kind of 
heavy construction, in fact any kind of industrial 
activity*at all, there is going to be the deserueeuen 
of archaeological sites, and it is almost unavoidable. | 
By accident or by negligence or by whatever reason, | 
it's going to take place and -- well this is a factor 
that needs to be made -- a fact that needs to be made 
plainly and bluntly, that if there sis tonbe heavy Vat 
construction in this area, then important archa (ogical 
sites will be destroyed. 

If there is going to be heavy 
construction, then there will be some salvage archeo- 
logy®carried: out, that is recovery of archaedogical 
sites that are known to be in the way of highways or 


whatever, before they are destroyed, but this kind of 
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1 archaeological work is not a substitute for archaeolo- 
2 | gical research. It's simply the recovery of information 
| as quickly as you can without bothering much to think | 
4 | about it. Well these are simply the views of an ! 
5 archaeologist on the matter. | 
6 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 
re MR. VEALE: One further quest- | 
3 ion. If you are familiar with where the proposed pipe- | 
9 | line would cross the Old Crow River, can you indicate : 
10 | what kind of an area from an archaeological point of | 
11 | Viewstliat 1S? 
12) THE “WITNESS: “Io "don’'t Know the | 
ee precise crossing, I know approximately the crossing at | 
ae Old Crow River, Of that route, and I guess closely 
iS) | enough. It happens to be right across one of my chosen | 
16 Study areas. 
a THE COMMISSIONER: It happens — 
18 to be what? | 
19 THE WLTNESSs) axront across | 
20 | one of our chosen study areas. : 
1) THE COMMISSIONER: In what | 
22 -- what was the word, something study areas? | 
33 THES WL Tie ote one Chia tawe have 
24 | chosen to concentrate on. 
a Just below the canyon, I 
36 believe, and in the place where there are some preserved 
al ancient river terraces, which will be helpful in figur-| 
ag! ing out the chronology of river development and also 


| 
{ 
29 | the chronology of some of the remains in Old Crow een 
30 | Whether or not there is 
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1} Significant archaeology on the terraceg I don't yet 
2 know. There is some there, but we don't know how much, 
3 | because we just haven't come to that yet. The area 
4 itself is interesting from the point of view of geo- ! 
5 | morphology certainly and archaeology possibly. : 
5 | MR. OVEALE s. sUust* COnWwrape ac 
2 up, Dr. Irving you might indicate to Judge Berger, the : 
9 | involvement that you have had in Old Crow and with the | 
> people of Old Crow in setting up their museum and so 
7 on. : 
11} THE WITNESS: I'm not sure | 
12 how to summarize that. Every time we, every year when | 
| we come here to work, we have as our associates and | 
14) in effect colleagues, people from Old Crow working in 
a Our camp and their contribution is one that other 
48! people could not make. Over the course of a few years, 
17 | people in the village LL think) relike: to thinks have 
eal become interested in the work that we are doing and 
19 | alsovin, its relation to their own history, and there | 
op | seems to be increasing interest on the one hand, the : 
iI school programs aim toward Loucheux skills and Bree) 
S| and history, and on the other hand, toward setting up | 
331 a museum designed, I think primarily for the people 
bie and especially the children of Old Crow, but perhaps 
oe alsoeto, some extent for Visitors, in which thre will : 
is be archaeological and paleolontogical material and 
aol alsousome other things. 
29 | The beginning of that is in 
29 | the cases just out there in the hall, and the National 


an Museum has provided casts of some of the implements 
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that we excavated at Klo-Kut and I'm sure will provide 
more when the facilities for looking after them are mad 


available. 


You may have noticed the 


-—--________}- 


muskrat stretchers for sale in the Co-operative store 
which were made by the children in the school, and the 
proceeds of this production will go toward the support 
of the new museum. 

MR. VEALE: I notice. that you 
brought a map with you. I wonder if you could tell us 
Qekietae bilteabout that? 

THE WLENESS:: aghicantadorire 
with just a trace of hesitation, because it's not 
exactly a legal sort of dotumenvakelt to amermrornial 
compilation of the archaeological sites that we have 
located so far. Here are the approximate locations 
of the caribou fences that we know about, this will be 
Changed after this year and each of the dots is an 
archaeological site of one kind or another. 

Now, the thing you notice is 
that the sites are concentrated in certain areas. | 
This does not mean that the people concentrated in 
these areas, it means that the archaeologists have 
concentrated there, and when all of the archaeology of 
the entire region has been done, the distribution of 
dots may be significantly different from what you see 
now. This is just a very preliminary sort of a map. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I notice 


those caribou fences extend from the Firth River 


down to the Flats, across the north side of the Flats 
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1 and down the east side. Is that a fair summary? 
2 | THE WITNESS: Yes, and in fact 
3} one of the migration patterns for caribou is somewhat 
4 like that. There are others as well. 
5 | THE COMMISSIONER: I am going 
6 | to try and summarize at least this -- what this map 
7| Says, UM. ASittichinig: for the people that don't 
i! 
3 speak English? 
9 | THE INTERPRETER: I was half 
10 | Sleeping when he was talking. 
11] THE COMMISSIONER: Oh. ff 
i 
12 | guess it can't be done, try it again tomorrow. 
13 | I -- 
14 | Mr. Veale, is there anything 
I! S 
is | further? That you would like to bring out while 
| 
16 | Professor Irving is with us? 
17 | MR. VEALE: I was just wonder- 
18 | ing whether this, whether you would be interested in 
19 | thisemap, as,a photocopy OM At astiemiexhabit? 
20 | THE. COMMISSIONER: Oh yes, 
21 and I would be interested in the photograph you cir- 
22 | culated earlier if you can let us have it, and I would 
ll certainly like us to have a copy of the map too if you 
24 | could let us have it. 
25 | THE WITNESS: I should poznc 
26 out that it was not made for purposes of this Commiss- 
27 | ion, and lt 1s. jUSt.a Heuvsctic ssObt Of thing. With 
28 | your permission, I will see if I can arrange to have 


1475 


an up-dated map prepared and submitted, if that would 


be appropriate. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Fine, and 
you could submit it either through Mr. Veale or BA 
to the Commission in Yellowknife, and that photograph 


that you were good enough to let us have earlier will 





be marked as an Exhibit, Miss Hutchinson. 


(AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH SHOWING CARIBOU FENCES 


MARKED AS EXHIBIT C-78) 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


MR. VEALE: I guess that wraps 
it up, except for the baseball game, 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, well, 


| 
| 
| 
could I just thank you Professor Irving, for coming, | 
and say that your evidence, when considered together | 
with that of the older people whom we have heard the | 
last two days, makes a very fascinating story. | 

Well I think we will adjourn 
now, it being after midnight, and we will start again 
at 1 o'clock tomorrow and the people who still want to 
say something, who haven't had a chance to speak, and 
some of those who want to add to what they have already 
said, I will be glad to hear from all of you. tomorrow 
atcemo' clock. 


So thank you and good night. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 
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